
MINES INSPECTION (AMENDMENT) ACT. 

Act No. 46,1958. 

An Act t o make further provision for t h e regulation 
and inspection of mines o t h e r than coal and 
s h a l e mines; for t h i s purpose to amend the 
Mines Inspection Act, 1901-1945; and for 
p u r p o s e s connected therewith. [Assented to, 31st 
December, 1958.] 

BE it enacted by the Queen ' s Mos t Excellent Majesty, by 
a n d with the advice and consent of the Legislative 

Counci l and Legislative Assembly of New South Wales in 
Par l i ament assembled, and by the au thor i ty of the same, as 
f o l l o w s : — 

1. (1) Th i s A c t m a y be cited as the "Mines Inspect ion 
( A m e n d m e n t ) Act , 1958" . 

(2 ) T h e Mines Inspect ion Act , 1901, as a m e n d e d by 
subsequent Ac t s and by this Act , m a y be cited as the Mines 
Inspect ion Act , 1901-1958. 

2 . (1) T h e Mines Inspect ion Act , 1901-1945, is 
a m e n d e d — 

(a ) (i) by omit t ing from subsection one of section four 
the definition of " In spec to r " and by inserting 
in lieu thereof the following definition : — 

" Inspec to r " means inspector of mines, 
including electrical inspector of mines , 
appo in ted under this Act , a n d 
includes the Chief Inspector of Mines 
and Senior Inspector of Mines . 

(ii) 



(ii) by inserting in the definition of " M i n e " in the 
same subsection after the word " t r e a t e d " the 
words ", a n d any p lace whether adjoining 

thereto or no t on which t rea tment and separa
tion plants for the recovery a n d t rea tment of 
zircon, ruti le, i lmenite, monazi te and associated 
minera ls a re ins ta l led ," ; 

(iii) by omit t ing from the definition of " Q u a r r y " in 
the same subsection the words "o r c ru shed" a n d 
by inserting in lieu thereof the words " , c rushed 
or otherwise t r e a t e d " ; 

(iv) by insert ing next after the definition of "Shaf t " 
in the same subsection the following new 
definition : — 

" S h a l e " means oil shale, 

( b ) by omit t ing subsection three of section 4A ; 

(c) by inserting next after section 4A the following new 
sec t ion : — 

4B. A n y proc lamat ion m a d e under this A c t m a y b e 
amended , rescinded or subst i tuted by a subsequent 
p roc lamat ion m a d e in like m a n n e r as the proc lama
t ion being amended , rescinded or subst i tu ted. 

( d ) by omi t t ing p a r a g r a p h (b ) of subsection three of 
section twelve a n d by inserting in lieu thereof the 
following p a r a g r a p h : — 

(b) bor ing machines , sinking p u m p s , electric 
mo to r s no t exceeding five horse power , a i r 
m o t o r s no t exceeding twenty horse power , 
and air winches and air hoists no t exceed
ing ten horse power when installed for 
raising or lowering supplies to unde rg round 
work ing p l a c e s n (ot being places where 
m e n a r e engaged in winze sinking or shaft 
s inking) a n d moving t rucks a t filling and 
empty ing s tat ions. 

(e) 



(e) by omit t ing section twenty-nine and by inserting in 
lieu thereof the following section : — 

29 . Excep t in cases of emergency, no person other 
than an owner or a person act ing in the managemen t 
of the mine shall be employed below g round in any 
mine for m o r e than eight consecutive hours a t any 
t ime nor for m o r e t han forty-eight hours in any 
per iod of seven consecutive days , a n d every person 
employed below g round in any mine shall have a t 
least one full day of twenty-four consecutive hours 
off work in any per iod of seven consecutive days . 

(f) by omit t ing section thir ty-two and by inserting in 
lieu thereof the following section : — 

32. (1) T h e Governor m a y appo in t a Chief 
Inspector of Mines , a Senior Inspector of Mines , a n d 
such other qualified persons as inspectors of mines 
including electrical inspectors of mines as he may 
deem necessary. 

(2) T h e person who immediately before the 
commencement of the Mines Inspect ion (Amend
ment ) Act , 1958, was the Chief Inspector of Mines 
and all persons who immediate ly before such com
mencement were inspectors of mines shall be deemed 
to have been appo in ted under subsection one of 
this section. 

(3) T h e Senior Inspector of Mines shall have 
and m a y exercise and discharge such of the powers , 
authori t ies , dut ies a n d functions as the Chief 
Inspector m a y from t ime to t ime, by writ ing under 
his hand , assign to h im. 

(4) T h e powers , authori t ies , duties and 
functions conferred or imposed by this Ac t upon 
inspectors may be exercised by electrical inspectors 
only in relat ion to the installation and use of elec
tricity in a mine . 

(5) (a ) A n inspector, not being an electrical 
inspector, shall be the holder of a certificate of com
petency or of service as manager granted under this 
A c t or approved by the boa rd of examiners of 
manager s . (b) 



(b) A n electrical inspector shall be the 
holder of a degree, d ip loma or certificate in electrical 
engineering from the Universi ty of Sydney, 
the Universi ty of New South Wales , or o ther 
educat ional body app roved by the D ep a r tmen t of 
Mines or the holder of a certificate of competency 
as a mine electrician under the Coal Mines Regula
t ion Act , 1912, as amended by subsequent Acts , or 
a certificate recognized by the D ep a r tmen t of Mines 
as equivalent there to . 

(g) by omit t ing from section thirty-three the words " , and 
m a y a m e n d or rescind any such p r o c l a m a t i o n " ; 

(h ) by omit t ing section 42A a n d by inserting in lieu 
thereof the following section : — 

42A. (1) T h e owner of every mine, quar ry , or 
dredge, and every other person carrying on mining, 
prospect ing or o ther opera t ions in connect ion there
with or purchas ing metals , minerals or other products 
derived therefrom w h o m a y be called upon so to 
do , shall, a t such t imes a n d in such m a n n e r as the 
Minis ter m a y require , furnish such statistics, re turns , 
and other information as m a y be required a n d shall 
keep such records as may be necessary for the 
complet ion thereof. 

(2) A n y informat ion requi red under this 
section in respect of any par t iculars supplied in or 
omi t ted from a re turn shall be furnished within such 
per iod as m a y be specified by the U n d e r Secretary 
of the D e p a r t m e n t of Mines . 

( 3 ) A n y officer of the D e p a r t m e n t of Mines 
or o ther person au thor i sed in writ ing by the Minister 
shall a t all t imes have full and free access to all 
mines , quar r ies or dredges and to all buildings, books , 
documents and other records relat ing to the pro
duct ion, t rea tment , disposal and purchase of metals , 
minerals or o ther p roduc t s derived from any mine, 
qua r ry or d redge a n d m a y m a k e extracts f rom or 
copies of such books , documents or records, and 

m a y 



m a y m a k e such investigations as h e m a y consider 
p rope r in connect ion with the produc t ion , t reatment , 
disposal a n d purchase of such metals , minerals or 
o ther p roduc t s . 

(4) Statistics, re turns and information 
obta ined pursuan t to this section shall be t reated as 
confidential provided tha t the Minis ter m a y cause 
to be publ ished or otherwise m a d e avai lable the 
results of such statistics, re turns and information 
with respect to the whole of N e w South Wales or 
any por t ion thereof a n d such details furnished on an 
individual re tu rn (o ther t han details relating to 
working expenses) as he m a y th ink fit. 

(5) A n y person w h o fails to comply with 
this section o r who makes a n y re turn o r supplies 
any informat ion which is Incomplete or false in any 
par t icular shall be guilty of an offence against this 
Act . 

( i) by inserting in subsection one of section 42B after 
the word " w h o " the words "for explora tory pur
p o s e s " ; 

(j) ( i) by omit t ing from subsection two of section sixty-
seven the words "fifty p o u n d s " and by inserting 
in lieu thereof the words "one hundred p o u n d s " ; 

(ii) by omit t ing from the same subsection the words 
"five p o u n d s " where firstly occurr ing a n d by 
inserting in lieu thereof the words "twenty-five 
p o u n d s " ; 

(iii) by omit t ing from the same subsection the words 
"five p o u n d s " where secondly occurr ing and by 
inserting in lieu thereof the words " twenty 
p o u n d s " ; 

(k ) by omit t ing subsection three of section sixty-nine. 
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