
MOTOR TRAFFIC AND LOCAL GOVERNMENT 
(AMENDMENT) ACT. 

Act No. 67, 1957. 

An Act to provide for the liability of the owner of 
any vehicle concerned in a parking offence; 
to amend the Motor Traffic Act, 1909, the 
Local Government Act, 1919, and the Trans
port Act, 1930, as amended by subsequent 
Acts, in certain respects; and for purposes 
connected therewith. [Assented to, 9th 
December, 1957.] 

BE it enacted by the Queen's Most Excellent Majesty, 
by and with the advice and consent of the Legis

lative Council and Legislative Assembly of New South 
Wales in Parliament assembled, and by the authority of 
the same, as follows :— 

1 . (1) This Act may be cited as the "Motor Traffic 
and Local Government (Amendment) Act, 1957". 



(2) The Motor Traffic Act, 1909, as amended by 
subsequent Acts and by this Act, m a y be cited as the 
Motor Traffic Acts , 1909-1957. 

(3) The T r a n s p o r t Act, 1930, as amended by 
subsequent Acts and by this Act, may be cited as the 
T r a n s p o r t Acts , 1930-1957. 

2. The Motor Traffic Act, 1909, as amended by 
subsequent Acts , is amended by inser t ing next af ter 
section eighteen the following new section:— 

18A. (1) When a pa rk ing offence occurs in rela
tion to any motor vehicle the person who a t the t ime 
of the occurrence of the offence is the owner of the 
motor vehicle shall, by v i r tue of this section, be 
gui l ty of an offence under the regula t ion concerned 
in all respects as if he were the actual offender guil ty 
of the pa rk ing offence unless— 

(a) in any case where such offence is deal t with 
a s a minor offence under the regula t ions 
made under section two hundred and sixty-
five of the T r a n s p o r t Act, 1930, as amended 
by subsequent Acts , such owner satisfies the 
prescr ibed officer under the said regulat ions 
t ha t such vehicle was a t the re levant t ime a 
stolen vehicle or a vehicle illegally taken or 
u sed ; 

(b) in any other case the cour t is satisfied tha t 
such vehicle was a t the re levant t ime a 
stolen vehicle or a vehicle illegally taken 
or used. 

(2) Noth ing in this section shall affect the 
l iabil i ty of the actual offender but where a penal ty 
has been imposed on or recovered from any person 
in re la t ion to any pa rk ing offence no fur ther penal ty 
shall be imposed on or recovered from any other 
person in relat ion there to . 

(3) 



(3) Notwi ths tanding anyth ing in the fore
going provisions of th is section no owner of a motor 
vehicle shall by v i r tue of this section be guil ty of 
an offence if— 

(a) in any case where such offence is deal t with 
as a minor offence under the regula t ions 
made under section two hundred and sixty-
five of the T r a n s p o r t Act, 1930, as amended 
by subsequent Acts , h e 

(i) within twenty-one days af ter ser
vice on him of a notice under such 
regulat ions alleging tha t he has 
been gui l ty of such offence, 
supplies by s t a tu to ry declarat ion 
to the prescr ibed officer under such 
regulat ions the name and address 
of the person who was in charge of 
the vehicle a t all re levant t imes 
re la t ing to the pa rk ing offence 
concerned, or 

(ii) satisfies such prescr ibed officer tha t 
he did not know and could not 
with reasonable diligence have 
ascer ta ined such name and 
a d d r e s s ; 

(b) in any other case he— 

(i) within twenty-one d a y s after ser
vice on h im of a summons in respect 
of such offence, supplies by 
s t a tu to ry declarat ion to the infor
mant the n a m e a n d address of the 
person who was in charge of the 
vehicle a t all re levant t imes 
re la t ing to t he pa rk ing offence 
concerned; or 

(ii) satisfies the cour t tha t he did not 
know and could not with reasonable 
diligence h a v e ascer ta ined such 
name and address . 

(4) 



(4) A s t a t u t o r y declarat ion under subsection 
three of th is section if produced in any proceedings 
aga ins t the person named there in and in respect of 
the pa rk ing offence concerned shall be p r i m a facie 
evidence t ha t such person was in charge of the 
vehicle a t all re levant t imes re la t ing to such pa rk ing 
offence. 

(5) I n this section— 

" O w n e r " in relat ion to a motor vehicle 
includes— 

(a) every person who is the owner or 
jo int owner or p a r t owner of the 
vehicle and any person who has the 
use of the vehicle unde r a h i re-
purchase agreement but not the 
lessor under any such ag reemen t ; 

(b) the person in whose name the 
vehicle is regis tered except where 
such person has sold or otherwise 
disposed of the vehicle and has 
complied with the provis ions of 
the regula t ions applicable to him 
in r e g a r d to such sale or d isposa l ; 

(c) in the case of a vehicle to which a 
t r a d e r ' s p la te is affixed, the person 
to whom such t r a d e r ' s p la te is in 
issue. 

" P a r k i n g offence" means any offence of s tand
ing or p a r k i n g a motor vehicle or of causing 
or pe rmi t t ing a motor vehicle to s tand, wai t 
or be pa rked in cont ravent ion of any 
regulat ion. 

3. The Local Government Act, 1919, as amended by 
subsequent Acts , is amended by inser t ing next af ter 
section 270N the following new section:— 

270o. (1) "When a p a r k i n g offence occurs in rela
tion to any vehicle the person who a t the t ime of the 
occurrence of the offence is the owner of the vehicle 

shall, 



shall, by v i r tue of this section, be guil ty of an offence 
aga ins t the ordinance concerned in all respects as 
if he were the actual offender guil ty of the pa rk ing 
offence unless— 

(a) in any case where such offence is dealt with 
as a minor offence under the regulat ions 
made under section two hundred and sixty-
five of the T r a n s p o r t Act, 1930, as amended 
by subsequent Acts , such owner satisfies the 
prescr ibed officer u n d e r the said regula
t ions t h a t such vehicle was a t the re levant 
t ime a stolen vehicle or a vehicle illegally 
taken or u s e d ; 

(b) in any other case the court is satisfied tha t 
such vehicle was a t the re levant t ime a 
stolen vehicle or a vehicle illegally taken or 
used. 

(2) Nothing in this section shall affect 
the l iabil i ty of the actual offender but where a 
pena l ty has been imposed on or recovered from any 
pe r son in re la t ion to any pa rk ing offence no fur ther 
pena l ty shall be imposed on or recovered from any 
other person in relat ion there to . 

(2) Notwi ths tanding any th ing in the fore
going provis ions of this section no owner of a vehicle 
shall by v i r tue of th is section be gui l ty of an offence 
if— 

(a) in any case where such offence is deal t with 
as a minor offence under the regula t ions 
made under section two hundred and sixty-
five of the T r a n s p o r t Act, 1930, as amended 
by subsequent Acts , he 

(i) within twenty-one days af ter ser
vice on him of a notice unde r such 
regula t ions alleging tha t he has 
been gui l ty of such offence, supplies 
by s t a tu to ry declarat ion to the 
prescr ibed officer under such 
regula t ions the name and address 

of 



of the person who was in charge 
of the vehicle a t all re levant t imes 
re la t ing to the p a r k i n g offence 
concerned, or 

(ii) satisfies such prescr ibed officer 
t ha t he did not know and could not 
wi th reasonable diligence have 
ascer ta ined such name and 
a d d r e s s ; 

(b) in any o ther case he— 
(i) wi thin twenty-one days af ter ser

vice on h im of a summons in 
respect of such offence, supplies 
by s t a tu to ry declara t ion to the 
informant the name and address 
of the person who was in charge of 
the vehicle a t all re levant t imes 
re la t ing to the p a r k i n g offence 
concerned; or 

(ii) satisfies the cour t t ha t he did not 
know and could not wi th reasonable 
diligence have ascer ta ined such 
name and address . 

(4) A s t a tu to ry declarat ion unde r subsection 
th ree of this section if produced in any proceedings 
aga ins t the pe r son named there in and in respect of 
the p a r k i n g offence concerned shall be p r i m a facie 
evidence t h a t such person was in charge of the 
vehicle a t all re levant t imes re la t ing to such p a r k i n g 
offence. 

(5) I n th is section— 

" O w n e r " in re la t ion to a vehicle being a motor 
vehicle includes— 

(a) every pe r son who is the owner or 
jo in t owner or p a r t owner of the 
vehicle and any person who has the 
use of the vehicle unde r a h i re-
pu rchase ag reement bu t not the 
lessor u n d e r a n y such ag reemen t ; 
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(b) the person in whose name the 
vehicle is regis tered except where 
such person has sold or otherwise 
disposed of the vehicle and has 
complied wi th the provis ions of 
the regula t ions unde r the Motor 
Traffic Act, 1909, as amended by 
subsequent Acts , applicable to him 
in r e g a r d to such sale or d isposal ; 

(c) in the case of a vehicle to which a 
t r a d e r ' s p la te is affixed, the person 
to whom such t r a d e r ' s p la te is in 
issue. 

" P a r k i n g offence" means any offence of s tand
ing or pa rk ing a vehicle or of causing 
or pe rmi t t ing a vehicle to s tand, wai t or be 
pa rked in contravent ion of any ordinance 
made for ca r ry ing this Division into effect. 

" R e g i s t e r e d " means reg is te red under the Motor 
Traffic Act, 1909, as amended by subsequent 
Acts . 

" T r a d e r ' s p l a t e " means a t r a d e r ' s p la te issued 
under the Motor Traffic Act, 1909, as 
amended by subsequent Acts , for use as 
prescr ibed by regula t ion unde r t ha t Act. 

4. The T r a n s p o r t Act, 1930, as amended by subsequent 
Acts , is amended— 

(a) by omit t ing f rom subsection one of section two 
hund red a n d sixty-five the words " u n d e r 
Division 13A of P a r t I X of the Local Govern
ment Act, 1919, as amended by subsequent A c t s " 
and by inser t ing in lieu thereof the words " f o r 
ca r ry ing Division 13A of P a r t I X of the Local 
Government Act, 1919, as amended by sub
sequent Acts , into e f fec t" ; 

(b) by inser t ing in the same subsection af ter the 
word " o f f e n c e s " where secondly occurr ing the 
words " (including the offences of which owners 

of 



of vehicles are guilty by virtue of section 18A 
of the Motor Traffic Act, 1909, as amended by 
subsequent Acts, and section 270o of the Local 
Government Act, 1919, as amended by subse
quent Acts) " . 


