
FLUORIDATION OF PUBLIC WATER SUPPLIES 
ACT. 

. i 

Act No. 58, 1957. 

An Act to authorise and control the addition of 
fluorine to public water supplies; and for 
purposes connected therewith. [Assented to, 
9th December, 1957.] 

BE i t enacted by the Queen's Most Excellent Majesty, 
b y and with the advice and consent of the Legis­

lative Council and Legislative Assembly of New South 
Wales in Par l iament assembled, and by the au thor i ty of 
the same, as follows :— 

1. (1) This Act may be cited as the " F l u o r i d a t i o n 
of Publ ic W a t e r Supplies Act, 1957" . 

(2) This Act shall commence upon a day to be 
appoin ted by the Governor and notified by proc lamat ion 
published in the Gazette. 

2. This Act binds the Crown. 

3. I n this Act, unless the context or subject m a t t e r 
otherwise indicates or requi res— 

" B o a r d " means the B o a r d of Hea l t h const i tuted 
unde r the Publ ic Hea l th Act, 1902, as amended 
by subsequent Acts . 

" C o m m i t t e e " means the F luor ida t ion of Publ ic 
W a t e r Suppl ies Advisory Committee const i tuted 
unde r th is Act. 

" F l u o r i n e " includes any compound of fluorine. 

" P r e s c r i b e d " means prescr ibed by th is Act or 
regula t ions . 

" P u b l i c 



" P u b l i c water s u p p l y " means any wa te r supply 
used for supplying wa te r to the public. 

" R e g u l a t i o n s " means regula t ions made under this 
Act. 

" W a t e r supply a u t h o r i t y " means any person or 
body, corpora te or unincorpora te , who or which 
supplies water to the public. 

4. (1) F o r the purposes of this Act there shall be 
const i tuted a Committee, to be called the F luor ida t ion of 
Publ ic W a t e r Supplies Advi so ry Committee, which shall 
consist of six persons . 

(2) The members of the Committee shall be— 
(a) the person for the t ime being holding office as 

or duly act ing in the office of Director-General 
of Publ ic Heal th , or a person f rom t ime to t ime 
nominated by h im; 

(b) five persons (in this section re fe r red to as 
" a p p o i n t e d m e m b e r s " ) appoin ted by the 
Minister . 

Of the members so appointed— 
(i) one shall be appointed from a panel of names 

submit ted by the Br i t i sh Medical Associa t ion; 
(ii) one shall be appoin ted from a panel of names 

submit ted by the Aus t r a l i an Denta l Associat ion 
(New South Wales B r a n c h ) ; 

(iii) one shall be appointed from a panel of names 
submit ted by the Ins t i tu t ion of Eng inee r s 
( A u s t r a l i a ) ; 

(iv) one shall be appointed from a panel of names 
submit ted by the Local Government Associat ion 
of New South W a l e s ; and 

(v) one shall be appoin ted by the Minis ter after 
consultat ion wi th such persons or bodies, 
corpora te or un incorpora te as he thinks fit. 

(3) (a) The member re fe r red to in p a r a g r a p h (a) 
of subsection two of this section shall be cha i rman of the 
Committee. 

(B) 



(b) The chai rman shall pres ide at all meet ings 
of the Committee at which he is present . 

I n the absence of the cha i rman from any meet ing the 
members p resen t shall appoin t one of their number to 
pres ide a t tha t meeting. 

(4) (a) The procedure for the calling of meet ings 
of the Committee and for the conduct of business a t such 
meet ings shall, subject to any regula t ions in relat ion 
there to and to this Act, be as de termined by the 
Commit tee . 

(b) A t any meet ing of the Committee three 
members shall form a quorum, and the decision of the 
major i ty of the members present a t any meet ing a t which 
there is a quorum shall be the decision of the Committee. 

(c) The cha i rman or member pres id ing a t any 
meet ing of the Committee shall have a del iberat ive vote 
and, in the event of an equali ty of votes, a second or 
cas t ing vote. 

(5) The appointed members shall hold office for 
a per iod of th ree yea r s and shall be eligible for 
reappoin tment . 

(6) If a casual vacancy occurs in the office of an 
appointed member, a member shall be appoin ted by the 
Minister to fill the vacan t office and shall hold office for 
the balance of his p redecessor ' s t e r m of office. 

(7) The Minis ter may f rom t ime to t ime appoin t 
a depu ty to act in the place of any appointed member 
dur ing the illness or absence of such appoin ted member. 

(8) The Minis ter may, for any cause which to him 
seems sufficient, remove any member or depu ty member 
from office. 

(9) E v e r y appoin ted member, and every deputy 
member whils t act ing in the place of an appoin ted 
member , shall, if he is not a member of the Publ ic 
Service, be pa id such fees for a t tending meet ings of the 
Committee as may be prescr ibed. 

5. 



5. (1) The Committee may ini t ia te and refer to the 
Boa rd— 

(a) recommendat ions for making, a l te r ing or 
repeal ing any regula t ion ; 

(b) recommendat ions re la t ing to the adminis t ra t ion 
of this Ac t ; 

(c) proposa ls with respect to the addit ion of fluorine 
to public water supplies. 

(2) I t shall be the duty of the Committee to consider 
and advise the Boa rd upon such m a t t e r s and questions 
as the Board may from time to t ime refer to it re la t ing 
to— 

(a) any proposa l for making, a l te r ing or repeal ing 
any regula t ion ; 

(b) the adminis t ra t ion of this Ac t ; 
(c) any proposa l with respect to the addit ion of 

fluorine to public wa te r supplies. 

6 . (1) Notwi ths tanding any th ing contained in any 
other Act, a water supply au thor i ty may, subject to the 
provis ions of this section and the regulat ions, add fluorine 
to any public water supply under i ts control. 

(2) A water supply au thor i ty shall not add fluorine 
to any public wa te r supply except with the approva l of 
the Boa rd g ran ted to it under the provisions of this 
section. 

W h e r e a water supply au thor i ty was, immediately 
before the commencement of this Act, us ing any equip­
ment for the purpose of add ing fluorine to any public 
wa te r supply under i ts control such water supply 
au thor i ty may, no twi ths tanding the foregoing provisions 
of th is subsection, continue to use such equipment for the 
purpose of adding fluorine to tha t public wa te r supply 
unt i l the expirat ion of a per iod of one month af ter such 
commencement or unt i l the date of the B o a r d ' s decision 
on an applicat ion under this section made within t ha t 
per iod by such wa te r supply au thor i ty for the B o a r d ' s 
approva l to add fluorine to tha t public wa te r supply, 
whichever is the la ter . I n the event of such approva l 
being g ran ted such wa te r supply au thor i ty may there­
after, subject to the provis ions of this section and the 
regulat ions , add fluorine to tha t public wa te r supply in 
accordance with such approval . (3) 



(3) A person, not being a wa te r supply author i ty , 
shall not add fluorine to any public water supply. 

(4) A wate r supply au thor i ty making applicat ion 
for the approva l of the Board under the provis ions of 
this section shall specify in the appl icat ion the public 
water supply in respect of which the approva l is sought 
and shall furnish to the Board such information as the 
Bo a rd m a y in any case require . 

(5) (a) The B o a rd may by notification publ ished 
in the Gazette approve or refuse any such applicat ion. 

(b) Such notification shall for the purpose of 
section eleven of this Act be deemed to be a regulat ion. 

(c) Any approva l g ran ted by the B o a r d under 
the provis ions of this section shall be subject t o — 

(i) a condition requi r ing the water supply au thor i ty 
to whom the approva l is g ran ted to main ta in the 
content of fluorine in the public wa te r supply in 
respect of which the approva l is g ran ted a t a 
concentrat ion of not more than the max imum 
nor less than the minimum concentrat ion 
(calculated as p a r t s pe r million) specified in 
the ins t rument of a p p r o v a l ; 

(ii) a condition prohib i t ing such wa te r supply 
au thor i ty from adding to such public wa te r 
supply fluorine in a form other t han tha t 
specified in the ins t rumen t of a p p r o v a l ; and 

(iii) such other conditions as m a y in any case be 
de termined by the B o a rd and specified in the 
ins t rument of approva l . 

(d) The Board may at any time af ter g r a n t i n g 
any such approval— 

(i) revoke the a p p r o v a l ; 
(ii) revoke any condition a t tached to the approva l 

other than a condition a t tached there to pur ­
suant to s u b p a r a g r a p h (i) or (ii) of p a r a g r a p h 
(c) of this subsection; 

(iii) v a r y any condition a t tached to the a p p r o v a l ; 
or 

(iv) a t tach new condit ions to the approva l . 
(6) 



(6) A n y person, not being a wa te r supply 
author i ty , who contravenes or fails to comply with any 
of the provis ions of this section or any water supply 
au thor i ty contravening or fail ing to comply with any of 
the provisions of this section or any of the conditions 
a t tached to an approva l g r an t ed to i t under the 
provis ions of this section, shall be gui l ty of an offence 
agains t this Act. 

7. A certificate p u r p o r t i n g to be signed by the 
secre tary of the Boa rd certifying tha t any wa te r supply 
au thor i ty has or has not been g ran ted by the Boa r d an 
approva l under this Act to add fluorine to a public water 
supply specified in the certificate, tha t any such approva l 
has or has not been revoked or t ha t the condit ions 
a t tached to any such approva l a re the conditions specified 
in the certificate, shall without proof of the s igna ture or 
of the official charac ter of the person appea r ing to have 
signed the certificate be p r ima facie evidence of the 
m a t t e r s certified in and by the certificate. 

8 . (1) An analyst analys ing any substance submitted 
to him may give a certificate of the resul t of the analysis . 

(2) I n any legal proceedings under th is Act the 
product ion of a certificate p u r p o r t i n g to be signed by 
an ana lys t shall be p r i m a facie evidence of the ident i ty 
of the substance analysed and of the resul t of such 
analysis wi thout proof of the s ignature , employment or 
appo in tment of the person appea r ing to have signed the 
certificate. 

(3) F o r the purposes of this section " a n a l y s t " 
means any person employed by the Government of New 
South Wales as an analys t or any person appointed by 
the Governor as an analys t under the P u r e Food Act, 
1908, as amended by subsequent Acts . 

9 . Any person who is guil ty of an offence aga ins t this 
Act shall be liable to a penal ty of not less than one 
hundred pounds nor more than five hundred pounds, and 
in the case of a continuing offence, to a dai ly pena l ty 
not exceeding twenty pounds. 

10. 



10. Any penal ty imposed by this Act or the 
regula t ions may be recovered in a summary manne r 
before a s t ipendia ry mag i s t r a t e or any two just ices in 
pe t ty sessions. 

11. (1) The Governor on the recommendat ion of the 
B o a r d may make regula t ions not inconsistent with th is 
Act for or with respect to— 

(a) the protect ion of persons employed in add ing 
fluorine to any public water supply from inhal ing 
fumes or dust containing fluorine; 

(b) the qualifications of persons , other t han persons 
employed by the Metropol i tan W a t e r Sewerage 
and Dra inage Board or the H u n t e r Dis t r ic t 
W a t e r Board , employed in opera t ing p lan t or 
equipment used for add ing fluorine to any public 
wa te r supp ly ; 

(c) the disposal or dest ruct ion of containers from 
which fluorine has been removed for addi t ion 
to any public water supply ; 

(d) requi r ing a water supply au thor i ty to whom an 
approva l under this Act has been g ran ted to 
make analyses a n d the prescr ibed tes ts of 
samples of wa te r taken a t such points as the 
Board determines from the public wa te r supply 
in respect of which such approva l was g ran t ed 
and to forward to the Board samples of wa te r 
so taken from such public wa te r supply ; 

(e) prescr ibing the method of making such analyses 
and tes ts and the t imes or in te rva ls a t which 
such analyses and tes ts shall be m a d e ; 

(f) the records to be kept for the purposes of th is 
Act by a wa te r supply au thor i ty to whom a n 
approva l under this Act has been g r a n t e d ; 

(g) all m a t t e r s which a re required or permi t ted to 
be prescr ibed or which a re necessary or con­
venient to be prescr ibed for ca r ry ing out or 
giving effect to this Act. 

(2) The regula t ions may impose a penal ty not 
exceeding two hundred pounds for any breach thereof, 
and in the case of a continuing breach, a daily penality 
not exceeding twenty pounds . (3) 



(3) The regulations shall—• 
(a) be published in the Gazette; 
(b) take effect from the date of such publication 

or from a later date to be specified in the 
regulations; 

(c) be laid before both Houses of Parliament within 
fourteen sitting days if Parliament is in session, 
and if not, then within fourteen sitting days 
after the commencement of the next session. 

If either House of Parliament passes a resolution of 
which notice has been given at any time within fifteen 
sitting days after such regulations have been laid before 
such House disallowing any regulation or par t thereof, 
such regulation or part shall thereupon cease to have 
effect. 


