
THEATRES AND PUBLIC HALLS 
(AMENDMENT) ACT. 

Act No. 38, 1954. 
An Act to make provision for the regulation 

and control of drive-in and open-air theatres; 
for this purpose to amend the Theatres 
and Public Halls Act, 1908-1946; and for 
purposes connected therewith. [Assented 
to, 2nd December, 1954.] 

BE it enacted by the Queen's Most Excellent Majesty, 
b y and with the advice and consent of the Legis

lative Council and Legislative Assembly of New South 
Wales in Par l iament assembled, and b y the au thor i ty of 
the same, as follows :— 

1. (1) This Act may be cited as the " T h e a t r e s and 
Public Hal l s (Amendment ) Act, 1954 ." 

(2) The Thea t r e s and Publ ic Hal l s Act, 1908, as 
amended by subsequent Acts and by this Act, may be 
cited as the Thea t r e s and Publ ic Hal ls Act, 1908-1954. 

2 . The Thea t r e s and Public Hal l s Act, 1908-1946, is 
amended— 

(a) by inser t ing in section two next af ter the m a t t e r 
re la t ing to P a r t I I the following new m a t t e r : — 

P A E T IIA.—OPEN-AIR AND DRIVE-IN THEATRES—s . 22A. 

(b) by inser t ing next af ter section twenty-two the 
following new P a r t : — 

P A R T IIA. 

OPEN-AIR AND DRIVE-IN THEATRES. 

22A. (1) In this P a r t — 
"Dr ive - in t h e a t r e " means any place or 

s t ruc tu re— 
(a) used for the purpose of exhibit

ing or screening c inematograph 
films in the open a i r ; 

(b) 



(b) where provis ion is made for the 
pa rk ing or accommodation of 
motor vehicles; and 

(c) to which admission m a y be 
procured by payment of money, 
or by any other means , as the 
price or condition of admission, 

and includes any building and premises 
used in connection therewith . 

" O p e n - a i r t h e a t r e " means any place or 
s t ruc tu re— 

(a) used for the purpose of exhibit
ing or screening c inematograph 
films in the open a i r ; 

(b) whether or not provision is 
there in made for fixed sea t ing ; 
and 

(c) to which admission may be 
p rocured by paymen t of money, 
or by any other means , as the 
price or condition of admission, 

and includes any building and premises 
used in connection therewi th but does 
not include a drive-in thea t re . 

(2) Subject to th is P a r t the provis ions 
of this Act shall also apply, muta t i s mutandis , 
to and in respect of drive-in thea t res and 
open-air thea t res . 

(3) The fees payable on the g ran t ing or 
renewal of the licenses of— 

(a) drive-in thea t res shall be a t the annual 
r a t e of twenty p o u n d s ; and 

(b) open-air thea t res shall be a t the annual 
ra te of five pounds , 

and 



and shall be of a p ropor t iona te amount where 
the license is g r an t ed for less than twelve 
months . 

(4) F o r the purposes of the appl icat ion 
of the provis ions of th is Act to drive-in thea t r e s 
and open-air t hea t r e s as aforesaid— 

(a) a reference in this Act to thea t re or 
public hall shall include drive-in 
thea t r e and open-air t h e a t r e ; 

(b) a reference in this Act to a building 
shall be r ead as a reference to the place 
or s t ruc tu re used as a drive-in thea t r e 
or an open-air thea t re , as the case m a y 
r equ i r e ; 

(c) a reference in this Act to seat ing 
accommodation or seats shall be r ead 
as a reference to the accommodation, 
whether sea t ing or for mo to r vehicles, 
as the pa r t i cu la r c ircumstances may 
require . 

(5) The power of the Governor to make 
regula t ions under this Act shall, in re la t ion to 
drive-in thea t res and open-air thea t res , include, 
in addi t ion to the m a t t e r s for and with respect 
to which regula t ions may be made elsewhere 
under th is Act, power to make such regula t ions 
as he may deem necessary or expedient. 

3 . Any open-air t hea t r e licensed or p u r p o r t i n g to be 
licensed under the Thea t r e s and Publ ic Hal l s Act, 1908-
1946, shall be deemed to be licensed under the said Act 
as amended by this Act. 
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