
POLICE OFFENCES (AMENDMENT) ACT. 

Act No. 3, 1945. 
An Act to amend the Police Offences Act, 1901-

1943, in relation to certain classes of 
firearms; and for purposes connected 
therewith. [Assented to, 6th March, 1945.] 

BE i t enacted by the King 's Most Excellent Majesty, 
b y and with the advice and consent of t he Legis­

lat ive Council a n d Legislative Assembly of New South 
Wales in Par l iament assembled, and by the author i ty of 
t h e same, as follows :— 

1. (1) This Act may be cited as the " P o l i c e Offences 
(Amendment) Act, 1945 ." 

(2) The Police Offences Act, 1901, as amended by 
subsequent Acts and by this Act may be cited as the 
Police Offences Act, 1901-1945. 

2. The Police Offences Act, 1901-1943, is amended— 

(a) (i) by inser t ing in section 41B a t the end of the 
definition of " F i r e a r m " the words " b u t 
does not include a machine gun or sub­
machine g u n " ; 

(ii) by inser t ing next after the definition of 
" H u r t f u l m a t e r i a l " in the same section the 
following new definition:— 

"Mach ine g u n " or "sub-machine g u n " 
means any firearm which is fully 
automat ic in i ts operat ion and 
ac tua ted by the energy developed 
when i t is being fired"; 

(b) by inser t ing next after section 41c the following 
new sect ion:— 

41CA. (1) No person shall use, discharge, 
ca r ry or have in his possession any machine gun 
or sub-machine gun. 

( 2 ) 



(2) Any person who is guil ty of a 
contravent ion of this section shall be liable to 
impr isonment for a period not exceeding six 
months or a penal ty not exceeding one hundred 
pounds. 

(3) This section shall not apply to— 

(a) any person in the performance of his 
duty as a member of the Defence 
Forces of the Commonwealth, or of the 
a rmed forces of any Government which 
is allied or associated with His Majesty 
in any war in which His Majesty is 
engaged, or of the police force of the 
Commonwealth or of this S ta te or any 
other S ta te or Te r r i t o ry of the 
Commonwealth, o r as a Peace Officer 
under the Peace Officers Act 1925 of 
the Pa r l i amen t of the Commonweal th; 
or 

(b) any person whilst engaged in the 
manufac ture , assembly or handl ing of 
any machine gun or sub-machine gun 
for or on behalf of the Commonweal th ; 
or 

(c) any person engaged in scientific or 
exper imental work with any machine 
gun or sub-machine gun in pursuance of 
an au thor i ty in tha t behalf g ran ted by 
the Minister and in compliance with the 
t e rms and conditions imposed by any 
such author i ty . 

(c) by inser t ing at the end of section 41D the 
following new subsection:— 

(2) When a machine gun or sub-machine gun 
is carr ied in p a r t s by two or more persons , each 
and every one of such persons shall be deemed 
to ca r ry a machine gun or sub-machine gun. 

(d) by inser t ing in section 41G next a f te r the words 
" a i r g u n " wherever occurr ing the words 
" m a c h i n e gun, sub-machine g u n " ; 

(e) 



(e) by omitting from sections 41i, 41N, 4 1 P and 41Q, 
the words " o r air g u n " wherever occurring and 
by inserting in lieu thereof the words " a i r gun, 
machine gun or sub-machine g u n " ; 

(f) (i) by inserting in section 41R after the words 
"has in his possession" the words " a 
machine gun or sub-machine gun o r " ; 

(ii) by inserting in the same section after the 
words "and a n y " the words "machine gun, 
sub-machine gun." 


