
THE NEW SOUTH WALES 
AUXILIARY OF THE BRITISH 

AND FOREIGN BIBLE SOCIETY 
INCORPORATION ACT. 

An Act to incorpora te t h e m e m b e r s of T h e N e w 
S o u t h Wales Aux i l i a ry of T h e Br i t i sh and 
F o r e i g n Bible Society ; and for o the r purposes 
m e n t i o n e d the re in . [Assen ted to , 13th 
December , 1927.] 

WH E R E A S a certain Voluntary Association then 
known as The Auxiliary Bible Society of New 

South Wales was established in New South Wales in 
the year one thousand eight hundred and seventeen the 
objects of the said Society being to co-operate with the 
British and "Foreign Bible Society in promoting the 
distribution of the Holy Scriptures without note or 
comment especially in Australasia and Polynesia And 
whereas by an Act of the Legislature of this State (then 
Colony) passed in the forty-first year of the reign of Her 
Most Gracious Majesty Queen Victoria intituled " An 
Act to enable the trustees of a certain parcel of land 
situate in York Street in the City of Sydney in the Colony 
of New South Wales granted for a site for a hall or 
building to be used by The New South Wales Auxiliary 
Bible Society to sell and dispose of the said land and to 
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provide for t h e appropr ia t ion of t h e proceeds t h e r e o f " 
au tho r i t y was conferred upon the said t rus tees or the i r 
successors to sell t h e said land and i t was the re in 
fu r the r enacted t h a t t he said t rus tees a n d the i r 
successors should s tand possessed of all moneys ar is ing 
from such sale or sales u p o n t r u s t (after p a y i n g 
the reou t cer ta in costs charges and expenses in t h e said 
A c t ment ioned) in t h e first place to apply t h e same in 
or toward t h e purchase of land a n d premises in t h e said 
City of Sydney in accordance wi th certain conditions in 
t h e said A c t men t ioned and in t h e n e x t place to app ly 
t h e r ema inde r of such moneys (if any) in or towards 
t h e erect ion upon t h e said l and so purchased as 
aforesaid of a hal l or bu i ld ing or t he i m p r o v e m e n t 
of any bu i ld ing t h e n be ing the reon A n d i t was 
the re in fu r the r enacted t h a t t h e land a n d premises 
which should be so purchased should be conveyed a n d 
assured to and r ema in vested in t h e said t rus tees a n d 
the i r successors u p o n t h e same t ru s t s a n d subject 
to t h e same powers and provisions as are expressed 
in a cer ta in deed poll or g r a n t from the Crown bear ing 
da te t h e t w e n t y - n i n t h day of Apr i l one thousand e igh t 
hund red and seventy-s ix in t h e said A c t reci ted in 
respect of t h e l and in t h e said Crown g r a n t referred to 
excep t so far as t he said t rus t s powers and provisions 
were al tered or en larged by the said A c t A n d whereas 
in p u r s u a n c e of t h e said A c t t h e said land s i tua te in 
York-s t ree t aforesaid was du ly sold a n d t h e proceeds of 
such sale toge ther wi th accumula ted in te res t were duly 
expended u p o n the purchase of a ce r ta in parcel of l and 
s i tua te in P i t t - s t r ee t in t h e Ci ty of Sydney and t h e 
erect ion of a bu i ld ing the reon k n o w n as " The Bible 
H o u s e " which lands and premises a re described in t h e 
Schedule here to and are n o w vested in Char les R i c h a r d 
W a l s h and J a m e s Bea th Nicholson bo th of Sydney 
esquires upon cer ta in t rus t s for t h e benefit of t h e said 
Society set ou t in a declarat ion of t r u s t executed by t h e 
Honorab l e Ebenezer Vickery Thomas P r a t t J o h n K e n t 
a n d J o h n H a y Goodlet al l now deceased A n d whereas 
i t is expedient to incorporate t h e m e m b e r s of t he said 
N e w Sou th Wales Auxi l i a ry of The Br i t i sh and Foreign 
Bible Society which is ident ical w i t h t he said T h e 
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Auxi l i a ry Bible Society of N e w Sou th Wales and t h e 
said The N e w South W a l e s Aux i l i a ry Bible Society a n d 
to vest t he real and personal p roper ty held in t r u s t for 
or be longing to t he said Society in t h e corporat ion to be 
created by this A c t and also to confer on such corporat ion 
cer ta in corporate powers a n d to give t h e Commi t t ee 
thereof power to sell a n d otherwise deal with t h e 
p roper ty of t he said Society a n d power to r egu la te t he 
affairs of t h e said Society. Be i t therefore enacted by 
t h e K i n g ' s Mos t Gracious Majesty by and wi th t h e 
advice and consent of the Legis la t ive Council and Legis
lative Assembly of N e w Sou th Wales in P a r l i a m e n t 
assembled and by the au thor i ty of t he same as 
follows :— 

1 . This Act may be cited as " The N e w South W a l e s 
Aux i l i a ry of The Br i t i sh and Fore ign Bible Society 
Incorpora t ion Act , 1 9 2 8 . " 

2. (1) I n th is A c t unless t he con tex t or subject 
m a t t e r o therwise requires— 

" Body C o r p o r a t e " means t he body corporate 
cons t i tu ted by th is Ac t . 

' ' M e m b e r s " inc ludes— 
I . Al l persons who a t t h e date of t h e 

pass ing of th is A c t are ent i t led 
according to t he rules of the Society 
to vote a t Genera l Meet ings of t h e 
Society. 

I I . Al l persons who after the pass ing of 
th i s Ac t shall become ent i t led in 
accordance wi th t h e rules of t he body 
corporate for t h e t i m e be ing in force 
to vote a t Genera l Mee t ings of t he 
Society. 

" R e g i s t e r e d " means regis tered a t t he office of t h e 
Regis t ra r -Genera l . 

" Society " means The N e w South Wales Auxi l ia ry 
of t he Br i t i sh and F o r e i g n Bib le Society. 

" Secretary " means t h e Genera l Secre tary for t h e 
t ime be ing of t he body corporate . 

" D u l y verified " means sealed wi th t he seal of t he 
body corporate and certified as correct by two 
m e m b e r s of t he C o m m i t t e e and t h e Secre tary . 
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3 . The m e m b e r s shal l by t h e n a m e of T h e N e w 
Sou th W a l e s Aux i l i a ry of The Br i t i sh and Fo re ign 
Bible Society be a body corporate wi th pe rpe tua l 
succession a n d a common seal and u n d e r t h a t n a m e 
may sue a n d be sued or otherwise appear and answer or 
be answered or proceed or be proceeded aga ins t in all 
cour t s . 

4. The officers a n d member s of t h e Commi t t ee of 
t h e Society in office a t t he da te of t h e pass ing of this 
A c t shall subject to t h e provisions of t h e ru les of t he 
body corpora te a n d un t i l thei r successors are elected be 
t h e officers and m e m b e r s of t he governing body of the 
body corporate . 

5 . The objects of the body corpora te shall b e — 
(a) To encourage t h e wider c i rcula t ion of t h e 

H o l y Scr ip tures w i t h o u t note or commen t . 
The only copies in t he Eng l i sh l anguage to be 
c i rcula ted by t h e Society shal l be e i ther t he 
Author i sed Version of one thousand six 
hund red and eleven the Revised Version of 
one thousand e ight hund red and e ighty-one— 
five or both. 

(b) To add its endeavours to those employed by 
o ther societies for c i rcula t ing t he Scr ip tures 
t h r o u g h the Bri t ish Dominions ; and according 
to its abi l i ty to ex tend its influence to o the r 
countr ies , whe the r Chris t ian, M u h a m m a d a n or 
P a g a n . 

(c) To car ry out such fur ther or o the r objects as 
may from t ime to t ime be added to or subst i -
s tu ted for or adopted in a l tera t ion of t h e above-
ment ioned objects by the Br i t i sh and Fore ign 
Bible Society. 

6. The body corporate its operat ions and i ts p roper ty 
shal l be governed managed disposed of or otherwise 
deal t wi th by the Commi t t ee tor t he t i m e being. 

7 . (a) The land comprised in Certificate of Tit le 
dated t h e fifteenth day of Apr i l , one thousand n ine 
hundred and four, registered vo lume one thousand five 
h u n d r e d and twenty-seven, folio one h u n d r e d and fifty-
seven, a n d al l o ther real and personal p roper ty which 
is now or m a y be vested in or held by any person in 
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t rus t for or on behalf of t h e Society k n o w n as The N e w 
South Wales Aux i l i a ry of T h e Br i t i sh and Fore ign Bible 
Society is and shall be hereby t ransfer red to and vested 
in t h e said body corpora te for such estates and interests 
as are vested in t he t rus tees of t he said Society a t t h e 
da te of the pass ing of this A c t t h e said t rus tees and al l 
o ther persons are hereby divested of any such proper ty 
of which they are seized or possessed and all r i gh t s 
accrued or acc ru ing to any person on behalf of such 
Society are hereby vested in and may be enforced by 
and all liabilities of the said Society or of any person on 
behalf of t h e said Society m a y be enforced agains t t he 
said body corporate . 

(b) The t rus tees in w h o m is vested a n y such rea l 
or personal proper ty are hereby discharged from all 
l iabil i t ies which they m a y have proper ly incur red in 
t h e m a n a g e m e n t or control of such real or personal 
p roper ty or t h e admin is t ra t ion of t he said t rus t s . 

8 . The said body corporate shall for t h e purposes 
and subject to t he provisions of th i s A c t be capable of 
pu rchas ing hold ing g r a n t i n g demis ing disposing of 
e i ther absolute ly or by way of mor tgage or o therwise 
deal ing wi th real and personal p rope r ty and of do ing 
and suffering all such o ther ac ts and th ings as bodies 
corporate may by law do and suffer. 

9 . The Commit tee m a y deal wi th or dispose of a n y 
real or personal p roper ty vested in t h e said body 
corporate in such m a n n e r as they may t h i n k fit and 
freed f rom a n y t r u s t s or res t r ic t ions exis t ing a t t h e 
t ime of t he pass ing of th i s A c t affecting or govern ing 
the same b u t subjec t in t h e case of a sale exchange or 
m o r t g a g e of real p roper ty to t he following condit ions 
n a m e l y : — 

(a) A n y proposed sale exchange or m o r t g a g e of 
such real p roper ty shal l be submi t t ed in t h e 
first ins tance to an o rd inary m e e t i n g of t h e 
Commi t t ee . 

(b) A t a subsequen t m e e t i n g of t h e C o m m i t t e e of 
wh ich n o t less t h a n four teen days not ice 
s t a t i n g t h e purpose of the m e e t i n g shall have 
been given such proposed sale e x c h a n g e or 
m o r t g a g e of such real p roper ty shal l be voted 
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upon a t t he m e e t i n g or a t a n y ad jou rnmen t 
thereof and if approved of by no t less t h a n 
seven and be ing a majori ty of those p resen t 
w h e n t h e mot ion is p u t shal l he carr ied in to 
effect. 

(c) A copy of the resolut ion of the m e e t i n g of the 
Commit tee d i rec t ing such sale e x c h a n g e or 
m o r t g a g e of such real p roper ty duly verified 
shal l he conclusive evidence in favour of any 
person c la iming by t h r o u g h or u n d e r such 
sale e x c h a n g e or mor tgage t h a t such resolution 
has been du ly passed in accordance wi th t he 
provisions of this Ac t . 

(d) N o purchaser mor tgagee or a n y person 
c la iming such real proper ty or a n y por t ion 
thereof or any interes t the re in in pu r suance 
of such resolut ion shal l be bound to inqui re 
in to t h e r egu la r i ty of t h e cal l ing of or t he 
proceedings a t any such mee t ings as aforesaid 
or to see to t h e appl icat ion of a n y moneys 
paid by h i m in respect of such sale exchange 
or mor tgage of such real p roper ty . 

1 0 . A l l rea l and personal proper ty a t any t ime 
vested in t h e body corporate shal l be held by t h e said 
body corporate upon t ru s t for t h e ca r ry ing ou t of t he 
objects men t ioned in section five of this Ac t . 

1 1 . The body corpora te m a y a t a n y t ime upon the 
r eques t of t he Incorpora ted Bri t ish and Fore ign Bible 
Society Association t ransfer to and vest all i ts real 
p roper ty in t he said Association whose regis tered office is 
s i tua te in E n g l a n d provided however t h a t a resolution 
approving of t he said t ransfer and ves t ing shal l have 
been submi t t ed to and carried by t h e Commi t t ee in 
accordance wi th t h e procedure set ou t in section n ine 
subsect ions (a) (b) and (c) of th is Ac t . 

1 2 . I t shal l be lawful for t he Commi t t ee from t ime 
to t i m e to invest any funds of t h e body corporate a n d 
a n y moneys given or bequea thed to or ar is ing from a n y 
donat ion of real or personal proper ty to t h e body 
corporate a t t h e absolu te discret ion of such Commi t t ee 
subjec t to any provision or direct ion in t he i n s t r u m e n t 
c rea t ing such beques t or dona t ion in a n y of t he 
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securities for t h e t ime be ing author ised by the law of 
the S ta te of N e w South W a l e s for t h e i nves tmen t of 
t rus t funds or in t he pu rchase of land of freehold t e n u r e 
in t h e said S ta t e and from t ime to t ime to vary a n y 
inves tment . 

1 3 . The rules of t he Society as exis t ing a t the da t e 
of t h e pass ing of th is A c t shall subject to the provisions 
of th i s A c t be t he rules of t h e body corporate un t i l t h e 
same shall be a l tered in accordance wi th the provisions 
of th i s Ac t . 

14. The body corporate m a y from t ime to t ime a l t e r 
or repeal all or any of i ts rules and m a y m a k e new rules 
and in par t i cu la r w i t h o u t res t r ic t ing t he genera l i ty of 
this provision m a k e new rules re la t ing to t he following :— 

(1) The regula t ion of t h e t imes and modes of 
cal l ing meet ings t he place of mee t ings t h e 
fixing of t he q u o r u m of meet ings t h e regu la t ion 
of t he me thod of vo t ing a n d t h e t r ansac t ion of 
business a t mee t ings . 

(2) T h e exercise by the body corporate of all or 
any of its powers . 

(3) the appl icat ion i nves tmen t m a n a g e m e n t a n d 
aud i t of i ts funds. 

(4) The a p p o i n t m e n t of officers to m a n a g e all or 
any of the affairs of the body corporate and the 
re t i r ement or removal of such officers and the i r 
r emunera t ion inc lud ing the p a y m e n t to t h e m 
or the i r dependents of any pension a l lowance 
or g ra tu i ty . 

(5) The admission or qualif ication of persons as 
m e m b e r s of t he body corporate . 

((3) Genera l ly t he suppor t m a n a g e m e n t and 
gove rnmen t of t he body corporate and the 
ca r ry ing o u t of its objects. 

1 5 „ The Commit tee shall upon the reques t in wr i t i ng 
of any five member s of t he body corporate convene a 
mee t ing of member s by notice given in a t least two 
Sydney daily newspapers not less t h a n fourteen days 
before the date of t he mee t ing and s ta t ing t he purpose 
of t he m e e t i n g for t he purpose of a l t e r ing rules or 
m a k i n g new rules as t he case m a y be and any a l te ra t ions 
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of rules or new rules m a d e by a major i ty of t h e m e m b e r s 
presen t and vo t ing a t such mee t ing shall w h e n regis tered 
be effectual. 

1 6 . A copy of t he ru les of t he body corporate d u l y 
verified shall be regis tered wi th in th ree calendar m o n t h s 
after t h e passing of this Ac t . 

1 7 . W h e n e v e r any rule is a l tered or any new ru le 
is made a copy of t he a l te ra t ion or new ru le shall 
be registered wi thin th ree ca lendar m o n t h s after t he 
a l te ra t ion or new rule is made provided t h a t if by reason 
of inadver tence or o t h e r sufficient reason such regis tra
t ion shall no t be effected wi th in t h e said period t h e 
Reg i s t r a r -Genera l may by wr i t i ng u n d e r his h a n d 
ex tend the t ime for such regis t ra t ion . 

18. A n y memor ia l copy of rules or o ther document 
by th is A c t requi red to be registered m a y if duly verified 
be registered in t he office of t he Reg is t ra r -Genera l in 
m a n n e r prescr ibed by regu la t ions m a d e unde r t h e 
Conveyancing Act, 1919, or a n y a m e n d m e n t thereof. 

19. The ru les of t h e body corporate m a y be proved 
by the product ion of the registered copy or a copy 
thereof certified by the Reg i s t r a r -Gene ra l or his depu ty . 

20. Contrac ts on behalf of t h e body corporate may 
be m a d e as follows t h a t is to say :— 

(a) A n y con t rac t which if made be tween pr iva te 
persons would be by law required to be in 
wr i t ing and under seal m a y be m a d e on behalf 
of the body corporate and such con t rac t may 
in t he same m a n n e r be varied or discharged. 

(b) A n y con t rac t which if m a d e be tween pr iva te 
persons would be by law requi red to be in 
wr i t i ng and signed by t h e pa r ty to be charged 
t he r ewi th may be m a d e on behalf of t he body 
corporate in wr i t ing signed by any person 
ac t ing under t he express or impl ied au tho r i t y 
of t h e body corporate and such con t rac t m a y 
in t he same m a n n e r be varied or discharged. 

(c) A n y cont rac t which if made be tween pr iva te 
persons would by law be valid a l t hough made 
by parol only and not reduced into wr i t ing 
may be made by parol on behalf of the body 
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corporate b y any person ac t ing unde r t h e 
express or implied au tho r i t y of t he body 
corporate and such con t rac t m a y in t h e same 
m a n n e r be varied or discharged. 

A n d all con t rac t s m a d e according to t he provisions 
here in conta ined shall be effectual in law and shall be 
b ind i n g upon the body corporate and al l o ther par t ies 
the re to the i r heirs executors or adminis t ra tors as t he 
case m a y be . 

2 1 . N o i r regula r i ty in formal i ty or i l legali ty in t h e 
elect ion or a p p o i n t m e n t of a n y m e m b e r of the govern ing 
body or officer of t h e body corporate shal l be t a k e n or 
cons t rued to r ender i l legal or inval id any ac t deed 
m a t t e r or t h i n g done or executed or suffered to be done 
or executed by such m e m b e r or officer in pu r suance of 
such elect ion or a p p o i n t m e n t . 

2 2 . Not ice to or service upon t h e Secre tary or A c t i n g 
Secre ta ry of the said body corpora te shall be deemed to 
be a not ice to or service upon the said body corporate . 

2 3 . The A c t forty-first Vic tor ia in t i tu led " T h e 
Bible Society 's Ac t of 1878 " is hereby repealed. 


