
A n Act to incorporate W e s l e y Col lege as a 
co l l ege w i t h i n the Univers i ty of S y d n e y ; to 
e m p o w e r the said Univers i ty to grant certain 
lands to trustees for the purposes of such 
co l l ege ; and to repeal the A c t twenty - th ird 
Victoria, int i tuled " A n Act to incorporate 
W e s l e y Col l ege as a Col lege w i t h i n the 
Un ivers i ty of Sydney." [27th August, 1910.] 

W H E R E A S , by the A c t e igh teen th Victoria n u m b e r th i r ty-seven , 
and now by the Univers i ty and Univers i ty Colleges Ac t , 

1900, provision was and has been made for encouraging and 
assis t ing t he es tab l i shment of colleges wi th in t he Univers i ty of 
Sydney : A n d whereas , by t he Ac t twen ty - th i rd Victoria, in t i tu led " A n 
Ac t to incorpora te Wes ley College as a college wi th in the Univers i ty 

of 



of Sydney , " after reci t ing in te r alia t h a t considerable sums had 
been subscribed for t h e ins t i tu t ion and endowment in t h e Colony of 
N e w South W a l e s of a college wi th in t he Un ive r s i ty of Sydney, to be 
called Wes ley College, where in t he s tuden ts should receive systemat ic 
rel igious ins t ruc t ion , and be b r o u g h t u p in t h e doctr ines and discipline 
of t h e Wes leyan Method i s t Church , a n d t h a t it was expedient t h a t 
t h e said college should be incorporated, i t was enacted tha t , so soon 
as i t should be m a d e to appear to t h e satisfaction of t h e Governor 
t h a t t h e condit ions the re in ment ioned had been complied wi th , the 
Pr inc ipa l and Fel lows of t he said College should be, a n d t hey were 
thereby, const i tu ted a body polit ic and corporate by t h e n a m e of t h e 
Pr inc ipa l and Fel lows of Wesley College : A n d whereas t h e said 
condit ions were n o t complied wi th , and the said Wes leyan Methodis t 
C h u r c h has since uni ted wi th t h e Pr imi t ive Methodis t C h u r c h and t h e 
U n i t e d Methodis t F r e e Churches on a p lan of union referred to in and 
confirmed by the Methodist U n ion Act , 1902, and the chu rch 
formed by such un ion was by the said las t -ment ioned A c t denominated 
" The Methodis t Church of Aus t ra las ia " : A n d whereas it is proposed 
to repeal t he said recited A c t twen ty - th i rd Victoria : A n d whereas it is 
proposed to ins t i tu te and endow a college wi th in the said Univers i ty 
to be called Wesley College, where in m a y be afforded to Methodis t and 
o the r s tudents sys temat ic religious ins t ruc t ion in accordance wi th t h e 
doctr ines and laws of t he Methodis t Church of Austra las ia , and 
residence and domest ic supervision, w i th efficient assistance in p repar ing 
for t h e Univers i ty lectures and examina t ions : A n d whereas i t is 
expedient t h a t t h e said college be incorpora ted: A n d whereas by a deed 
of g r a n t unde r t he grea t seal of t he t h e n Colony of N e w South Wales , 
and dated t h e e igh teen th day of J a n u a r y , i n the year of our Lord one 
thousand e ight h u n d r e d and fifty-five, t h e land in t he said deed 
par t i cu la r ly described was g ran ted u n t o the Univers i ty of Sydney and 
the i r successors for ever for t h e purposes a n d u p o n the t r u s t s there in 
specified and declared as to four several port ions of t he said land so 
the reby granted , to consist each of not less t h a n e ighteen acres, to be 
selected by the Senate of the said Univers i ty , t h a t is to say, as to one 
such por t ion of t h e said land the reby gran ted upon t rus t when and so 
soon as a college in connect ion wi th t h e Un i t ed Church of E n g l a n d 
and I r e l and should have been duly establ ished and incorporated as a 
college w i th in the said Univers i ty , and t h e founders thereof or 
subscribers to t he same should have complied wi th t h e conditions of 
publ ic endowment ment ioned in the Ac t of the Governor and 
Legis la t ive Counci l passed in t he e igh teen th year of t h e re ign of H e r 
Majes ty Queen Victoria, in t i tu led " A n Ac t to provide for the 
es tab l i shment and endowment of Colleges wi th in t he Univers i ty of 
Sydney ," to m a k e and execute a sub-gran t of such piece or parcel of 
l and to t rus tees for such college for t he purposes and upon t h e 
condit ions thereinaf ter in t he said deed of g ran t m e n t i o n e d ; and as to 
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each of t he th ree o ther such port ions of t he land by t h e said deed 
g ran ted to t h e sa id Un ivers i ty upon t h e like t rus t s for a college i n 
connect ion wi th each of t he respective Churches of R o m e , Scot land, 
and the religious society denominated " Wesleyan Method i s t s , " when 
such college should have been in l ike m a n n e r established and 
incorporated as a college wi th in the said Univers i ty , and the founders 
thereof or subscribers to t he same should have complied wi th t he said 
condit ions of publ ic endowment respectively : A n d whereas i t was in 
the presents now under reci tal provided t h a t t h e said Univers i ty should 
n o t be obliged to m a k e any such sub-gran t upon t r u s t for any or ei ther 
of such colleges which should not have become so established and 
incorporated or whereof flu; founders or subscribers to t he same should 
not have complied wi th t he said condit ions of publ ic endowment wi th in 
live years from the da te of the issue of the said presents : A n d i t was 
there in fur ther provided t h a t if any or ei ther of t he above declared 
t rus t s should lapse by reason of such failure as in t he preceding proviso 
mentioned, or if any or ei ther of t he said four port ions of land so set 
apar t for sub-gran t s as thereinbefore provided should after t he sub-gran t 
thereaf ter (in accordance wi th t he provisions there in contained) become 
re-vested in t he said Universi ty under or by v i r tue of the said proviso, 
t hen a n d in e i ther of such cases the said Univers i ty should hold the 
por t ions or por t ion of land in respect to which any such lapse should 
have occurred, or w h i c h should have become re-vested as aforesaid, 
upon t r u s t to m a k e and execute such sub-gran t or sub-gran t s therefor, 
or of any port ion or port ions thereof respectively, as should be in t h a t 
behalf directed by the Governor for the t ime be ing wi th t h e advice of 
t h e Execu t ive Council , upon t rus t for such college or colleges wi th in 
t h e said Univers i ty , as the said Governor and Execu t ive Council should 
th ink fit, and as should be in H e r Majes ty ' s behalf named and declared 
by an i n s t r u m e n t or i n s t rumen t s to be executed by t h e Governor for 
t he t i m e being unde r t he great seal of t he said Colony : A n d whereas 
one of such portions of land so set apa r t as aforesaid, be ing the port ion 
selected by the Senate of t he said Univers i ty for t he religious society 
denominated " Wesleyan Method i s t s , " in accordance wi th t h e provisions 
i n the said deed contained in t ha t behalf, has lapsed by reason of the 
non-compliance of t he rel igious society as aforesaid wi th t he said 
condit ions of publ ic endowment wi th in t he said period of l i ve years : 
And whereas t he boundar ies of the said lapsed port ion cannot now be 
accura te ly ascertained : A n d whereas t he said Senate is wil l ing t h a t 
the said Univers i ty should m a k e and execute a sub-g ran t of a cer ta in 
p a r t of t he land granted u n t o the said Universi ty by the said deed, and 
the said Senate m a y hereafter be will ing t ha t t he said Univers i ty should 
m a k e and execute sub-gran ts of an addi t ional port ion or addit ional 
port ions of land for the said college upon t rus t for the said Wes ley 
College as if such land and each addi t ional port ion or port ions of l and 
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were p a r t of t h e said lapsed port ion, and it is expedient to author ise 
t h e said Univers i ty so to d o : Be it therefore enacted by the King ' s 
Most Exce l len t Majesty, by and wi th t he advice and consent of the 
Legis la t ive Counci l and Legislat ive Assembly of New South "Vales in 
P a r l i a m e n t assembled, and by the au tho r i t y of 1he same as follows :—-

1 . I n th is Ac t unless the contex t or sub jec t -mat te r o therwise 
indicates or requires :— 

" The conference " means the New South V a l e s Conference of the 
Methodis t Church of Australas ia . 

" T h e P r e s i d e n t " means the President for t h e t ime being of t he 
N e w South V a l e s Conference of t h e Methodis t C h u r c h of 
Austra las ia . 

" The said c h u r c h " means the Methodis t Church of Austra las ia . 
" L a y m e n " means and includes all adu l t persons (other t h a n 

minis ters in full or probat ionary connect ion wi th t he N e w 
South V a l e s Conference of t he Methodis t Church of 
Aust ra las ia) who are m e m b e r s of t h e said church in N e w 
South V a l e s . 

2 . The Ac t twen ty- th i rd Victoria, in t i tu led " A n Ac t to 
incorporate Wesley College as a College wi th in t he Univers i ty of 
Sydney , " is hereby repealed. 

3 . So soon as it shall be made to appear to t he satisfaction of 
the Governor t ha t a s u m of not less t h a n t en thousand pounds has 
been subscr ibed for the endowment aforesaid, and t h a t t he a m o u n t has 
e i ther been paid or secured to be paid for t h a t purpose, in accordance 
wi th section thirty-five of t he Univers i ty and Univers i ty Colleges Ac t 
1900, and t h a t a Pr inc ipa l and twen ty - th ree o ther councillors for the 
gove rnmen t of t he said college, in accordance wi th t he cons t i tu t ion 
thereof as in th i s Act set forth, have been duly elected, appointed , and 
de te rmined respectively, t h e same shall be notified by proc lamat ion in 
t h e N e w Sou th V a l e s Governmen t Gazet te , u n d e r the hand of the 
Governor, and immedia te ly upon such notification, and from thence ­
forth, the Pr inc ipa l and council lors of the said college shall be, and they 
are hereby const i tu ted, a b o d y polit ic and incorporate by the n a m e of 
" The Pr inc ipa l and Councillors of Wesley College," by which n a m e 
t h e said incorporated body shal l have pe rpe tua l succession and a 
common seal, and shal l sue and be sued, or otherwise appear and 
answer and be answered, and may take and hold to t h e m and to the i r 
successors by gran t , will, or otherwise, in perpe tu i ty , or for any t e rm 
of life or years, as well as cha t te l s and o ther personal proper ty , as 
lands, bui ld ings , and hered i taments , and the same or a n y par t thereof 
may alien or otherwise dispose of or demise, and also shal l or may do 
all o ther th ings incident or appe r t a in ing to a body polit ic or corpora te . 

4 . Provided always t h a t it shall no t be lawful for the said 
corporation, or any person or persons seised of or ent i t led to lands in 
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t r u s t for t he corporat ion or for t he purposes of t he college, to a l iena te , 
mor tgage , charge , or demise a n y lands or hered i taments g ran ted to or 
in t r u s t for t h e corporat ion or for t he purposes of t h e college b y H i s 
Majes ty or bis successors wi thou t t he consent in wr i t i ng of t h e 
Governor , wi th the advice of the Execu t ive Council for the t ime being. 

5 . The Pr inc ipa l shall always be a duly ordained minis ter of t he 
said chu rch in connect ion wi th t h e conference, holding and prepared to 
subscribe (when called on so to do), the doctr ines of t he said chu rch , 
and be ing subject to its laws and discipline, and shall f rom t ime to 
t ime, as occasion requires , be chosen and appointed by the c o u n c i l : 
Provided t h a t any duly ordained min is te r in connect ion wi th t he 
respect ive conferences of t h e church in a n y of t he Sta tes of t h e 
Commonwea l th of Aust ra l ia , or the Dominion of N e w Zealand, or t h e 
respect ive conferences of t he Methodis t , t he "Wesleyan Methodis t , or a n y 
o ther Methodis t Church in any other pa r t of the world shall be eligible 
and may be appointed to the office of Pr incipal , and any such minis ter 
who is so appointed shall , as soon as possible after his appo in tmen t , 
become a m e m b e r of the N e w South Wales Conference. The 
council may from t ime to t ime de te rmine t h e t e rms and condit ions 
upon which the Pr inc ipa l shall hold office. 

6 . The P r inc ipa l shal l be one of the twenty- four council lors, 
and shall preside over all meet ings of the council , and in his absence 
the councillors present shall elect one of the i r n u m b e r to preside. 

7 . The other twen ty - th ree councillors, of w h o m seven shal l 
bo ordained minis ters of t he said church in N e w South Wales a n d 
s ixteen shal l be laymen, shal l be elected as follows :—The clerical 
councillors shall be elected by the conference. The first lay council lors 
shall be elected by the subscribers to the funds of t h e college in t he 
m a n n e r hereinaf ter provided, and thereaf ter all vacancies in t h e 
n u m b e r of lay council lors shall be filled by election b y such subscribers 
as aforesaid un t i l such t ime as the names of twen ty graduates of t he 
Univers i ty are upon the books of t he college ; and thereaf ter all 
vacancies in the n u m b e r of lay councillors shal l be filled by elect ion 
by such graduates of the Universi ty as cont inue on the books of t h e 
college. 

8 . The election of lay councillors by t he subscribers to the 
funds of t h e college shal l t ake place a t a mee t ing in Sydney convened 
for t ha t purpose by a t least fourteen days ' not ice in one or more Sydney 
daily newspape r s ; and every subscriber of an a m o u n t of one pound 
and less t h a n ten pounds shall have one vole ; and every subscriber of 
ten pounds and less t h a n twenty-five pounds shall have two vo t e s ; 
and every subscr iber of twenty-five pounds and less t h a n fifty pounds 
shall have th ree v o t e s ; and every subscriber of fifty pounds and 
upwards shall have four votes. All such votes shall be given by 
ballot, and subscribers not present a t any such mee t ing m a y vote by 
proxy. 9 . 



9 . The Pr inc ipal , and the councillors for t he t ime be ing shall 
form a council to be called t he Counci l of "Wesley College, in which 
shall be vested a t all t imes the gove rnmen t in every respect of t he 
said college, and all ma t t e r s r e la t ing there to . N o temporary vacancy 
or vacancies in t he office of Pr inc ipa l , or in the n u m b e r of councillors 
of the college shall be deemed in any way to affect the cons t i tu t ion of 
the college or i ts privileges or s ta tus as an incorporated body. A t 
any mee t ing of such council e ight members shall form a quo rum. 

1 0 . The clerical members of t h e said council shall hold office 
un t i l t h e conference n e x t ensu ing after the i r election, b u t shall be 
eligible for re-election. 

1 1 . A t t he a n n u a l meet ing of the council , to be held wi th in 
t h i r t y days after the opening m e e t i n g of t he conference n e x t ensu ing 
affer t he period of th ree years from the da te of the notification by 
proc lamat ion in the Gove rnmen t Gazet te hereinbefore ment ioned, and 
a t every succeeding a n n u a l m e e t i n g of the said council , to be held 
wi th in th i r ty days after t he opening mee t ing of each succeeding 
conference, one fourth of the lay council lors shall re t i re from office in 
such order and in such m a n n e r as the council may, by by-laws, from 
t i m e to t ime de termine , b u t such re t i r ing lay council lors shall be 
eligible for re-election, and shall re ta in office un t i l t he dissolution 
of t he mee t ing at which the i r successors are elected. 

1 2 . I f a vacancy occurs in t he office of councillor, the 
r ema in ing councillors m a y , a t a duly cons t i tu ted mee t ing of the said 
council , elect in such m a n n e r as they shall th ink fit a du ly qualified 
minis ter or l ayman, as t he case may require , to till t he vacancy ; b u t 
any person so elected shall r e ta in his office so long only as the 
council lor whose seat has become vacan t would have re ta ined the 
same if no vacancy had occurred. 

1 3 . The Pres ident or t he ac t ing Pres ident shall be the visitor 
of t he said college, and shal l have t he r igh t to visit the said college 
a t a n y t ime to examine into the m a n n e r in which i t is conducted, and 
to see t h a t its laws and regulat ions are duly observed and executed. 

1 4 . The Pr inc ipa l shall be liable to removal or suspension from 
his office as such Principal for a sufficient cause by the counc i l : 
Provided tha t , if t he ground of compla in t shall be any breach of t he 
discipline and laws of the said church , or shal l concern the theological 
or religious doctrines or t each ing of t he Pr inc ipa l the council lors shall 
not adjudicate thereon , b u t shal l r emi t t he same for t r ia l to t he cour ts 
of t he said church cons t i tu ted by and under t he laws thereof for 
dea l ing wi th such ques t ions affecting its minis ters , and the decision 
of the conference s i t t ing as one of such courts shall be final. 

1 5 . Al l professors and tu to rs in t he college shall be chosen 
a n d appointed, and shal l be liable to removal or suspension, by t h e 
counci l . 
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1 6 . The council of t he college shall have power from t ime to 
t i m e to m a k e and establish all such by-laws and rules for ca r ry ing in to 
effect t he several provisions and objects of this A c t as to t he said 
council shall seem expedient , and such laws and rules from t ime to 
t ime to al ter and revoke or to subs t i tu te others in thei r p l a c e s : 
Provided t h a t every such by-law and rule shall be t r ansmi t t ed to t he 
Governor w i th in th i r ty -days after be ing made, to be by h i m laid before 
t he Houses of P a r l i a m e n t of t he S ta te as soon as convenient ly m a y be 
thereaf ter , and shal l also be t r ansmi t t ed , w i th in the said t h i r t y days, to 
the President of the conference to be by h i m laid before t he conference 
t hen n e x t to be holden. 

1 7 . The Pr inc ipa l of the college, subject only to this A c t and 
the by-laws and rules so made , shall have the general super in tendence 
and control of t he s tudents and of the ins t i tu t ion . 

1 8 . A n y por t ion or port ions of land (being par t of the land 
gran ted to the Univers i ty of Sydney by the said deed) which m a y 
from t ime to t ime hereafter , by resolution of the Senate of the said 
Universi ty , be set apar t for t h e said "Wesley College, shall be deemed 
and taken to be par t of t he said lapsed port ion of land, and the said 
Unive r s i ty is hereby empowered to m a k e and execu te a sub-g ran t or 
sub-gran t s of such port ion or port ions of land as aforesaid, upon t ru s t 
for t h e said Wes ley College in t h e same m a n n e r and wi th t he same 
effect in all respects as if such por t ion or port ions of land as aforesaid 
were p a r t of t h e said lapsed port ion, and the said port ion or por t ions 
of land as aforesaid shall , for t he purposes of the said deed, be deemed 
and t aken to be pa r t of t he said lapsed port ion of land, and shall be 
deemed and t aken to he land g ran ted to t he said Un ive r s i t y in t rus t 
for t he said college for the purpose and wi th in the m e a n i n g of section 
th i r ty- l ive of t h e Unive r s i ty Colleges Ac t , 1900. 

1 9 . Wes ley College, hereby incorporated, shall be a college of 
and wi th in t he Unive r s i ty of Sydney, and all s tudents wi th in t h e 
college shall, immedia te ly upon en te r ing the re in , ma t r i cu l a t e in t he 
said Universi ty, and shal l thereaf ter submi t and be subject to the 
discipline thereof, and shall be required duly and regular ly to a t t end 
t h e lectures of t h e Univers i ty on those subjects an examina t ion and 
proficiency in which are required for honors a n d degrees, wi th t he 
except ion (if t h o u g h t fit by t h e council) of t h e lec tures on ethics, 
metaphys ics , and modern history, b u t s tuden t s , after t a k i n g t h e n 
degrees a t t he Univers i ty , m a y cont inue in the college for a period not 
exceeding four years for t he purpose of p rosecu t ing such branches of 
l ea rn ing as may not be t a u g h t in t h e Univers i ty . 

2 0 . This A c t m a y be cited as t h e " W e s l e y College Incorpora­
t ion Ac t , 1910 . " 
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