
A c t No . 9, 1909. 

A n A c t t o c o n s o l i d a t e a n d a m e n d t h e l aw r e l a t i n g 
t o t h e p r e v e n t i o n and e x t i n g u i s h i n g of fires ; 
for t h e p r o t e c t i o n of life and p r o p e r t y from 
fire ; t o c o n s t i t u t e a F i r e B r i g a d e s Board , 
a n d define i t s p o w e r s and d u t i e s ; to p r o v i d e 
t h a t ce r t a in d a m a g e t o p r o p e r t y shal l be 
d a m a g e b y fire w i t h i n t h e m e a n i n g of a n y 
fire i n s u r a n c e p o l i c y ; t o r epea l t h e F i r e 
B r i g a d e s Act , 1902, a n d to a m e n d t h e S y d n e y 
C o r p o r a t i o n Ac t , 1902, t h e C i ty of S y d n e y 
I m p r o v e m e n t Ac t , t h e Loca l G o v e r n m e n t 
Ac t , 1900, a n d o t h e r A c t s ; a n d for p u r p o s e s 
c o n s e q u e n t t h e r e o n or i n c i d e n t a l t h e r e t o . 
[1st December, 1909.] 

BE it enacted by the K i n g ' s Most Exce l l en t Majesty, by and with 
t he advice and consent of t h e Legis la t ive Counci l and Legislat ive 

Assembly of N e w South. W a l e s in P a r l i a m e n t assembled, and by the 
au tho r i t y of the same, as follows :— 

P A R T I . 

P R E L I M I N A R Y . 

1. This A c t shall commence and t ake effect on the first day of 
J a n u a r y , one thousand n ine h u n d r e d and ten, and may he cited as the 
" F i r e Brigades Act , 1 9 0 9 . " 

2. This Ac t is divided in to Pa r t s , as follows :— 

P A R T I . — P R E L I M I N A R Y — s s . 1 - 0 . 

P A R T I I . — T H E B O A R D — S S . 7 - 2 0 . 

P A R T I I I . — T H E O F F I C E US—.VS. 2 7 - 3 2 . 

P A R T I V . — F I N A N C E — SS. 3 3 - 4 0 . 

P A R T V . — M I S C E L L A N E O U S AND S U P P L E M E N T A L — s s . 4 1 - 5 3 . 
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8 . The Fi re Brigades Act , 1902, and section s ixty-eight of the 
City of Sydney I m p r o v e m e n t Act, are repealed, and any corporate 
body established by or in pur suance of t he f i rs t-mentioned Act under 
t h e n a m e of t he " F i r e Brigades B o a r d " is hereby dissolved. 

4 . (1) This Act shall apply to— 
(a) t h e municipal i t ies ment ioned in Schedule O n e ; 
(b) such par ts of t he shires ment ioned in t he said Schedule as 

the board, w i th the consent of the Minister , may, by notifi
cat ion in t he Gazette , apply this A c t ; 

(c) any o ther munic ipa l i ty or shire, or any pa r t of the same, to 
which the Governor, on t he recommendat ion of t he board, 
by proclamat ion in t he Gazet te applies its provisions : 

Provided t h a t the Governor, on the r ecommenda t ion of the 
board, by proclamat ion as aforesaid, may t ake any locality out of the 
operat ion of this Act , b u t m a y amend or revoke any such proclamat ion . 

(2) Where , unde r pa rag raph (c) aforesaid, th is A c t is appl ied 
to a mun ic ipa l i t y or shire, or pa r t thereof, t h e n a m e of such munic i 
pal i ty or shire shall be placed in P a r t I or P a r t I I of Schedule One, 
in t h e discret ion of t he Governor . 

5 . I n "this Act , unless the con tex t otherwise indica tes ,— 
" B o a r d " means board of F i r e Commissioners of N e w South Wales . 
" Chief officer" means chief officer of fire brigades. 
" F i r e b r i g a d e s " includes p e r m a n e n t and volunteer fire brigades. 
" F i r e distr ict " means munic ipa l i ty or shire, or g roup of munic i 

palit ies or shires, or of munic ipa l i t ies and shires, or par ts 
thereof which is const i tu ted a fire distr ict by or in pursuance 
of this Act . 

" I n f l a m m a b l e m a t t e r " includes all substances capable of ignit ion 
or combust ion by the appl icat ion of hea t or by means of sparks 
or flame or by spontaneous causes ; also, all substances 
classified as inf lammable in the by-laws. 

" I n s u r a n c e c o m p a n y " means any corporate body, company, 
par tnersh ip , association, underwr i te r s , or persons insur ing 
against loss or damage by fire any proper ty s i tuate wi th in 
t he fire distr ict in respect of which the expression is used. 

" M u n i c i p a l i t y " means munic ipa l i ty to which or to pa r t of which 
th is A c t applies, and includes t he city of Sydney. 

" Owner " means and includes any person for t he t ime be ing in 
ac tua l receipt of, or ent i t led to receive, t he rents and profits 
of t he lands or bui ldings in connect ion wi th which t h e word 
is used, or who, if such lands or bui ld ings were let to a 
t enan t , would be enti t led to receive t he r en t s and profits 
thereof, w h e t h e r as beneficial owner, t rus tee , or executor , 
mor tgagee in possession, or as agen t or a t to rney for any other 
person or otherwise. 

" P e r m a n e n t 



" P e r m a n e n t fire b r i g a d e " means fire br igade established and 
main ta ined by the board, the services of whose members are 
wholly a t the disposal of the board. 

" Shire " means shire to which or to par t of which this Ac t applies. 
" The by-laws " and " the regula t ions " m e a n respectively the by

laws and the regula t ions in force unde r this Act . 
" The fund " means the fund be longing to and adminis tered by 

the board unde r this Ac t . 
" Vessel " means and includes any ship, barge, pun t , boat , or o ther 

f loat ing vessel used for s tor ing or car ry ing goods, or for 
carrying passengers. 

" V o l u n t e e r fire b r i g a d e " means a n y association of persons 
authorised by the board and formed for t h e purpose of 
ex t inguish ing tires, if t he ca r ry ing out of the purpose of such 
association is not t he sole or pr incipal cal l ing or t he means of 
livelihood of such persons or of a major i ty of t hem, whe ther 
such persons receive or do not receive emolumen t s for thei r 
services as member s of t he br igade. 

6. The board may, with t he consent of the Minister , group 
toge ther a n y municipal i t ies or shires, or munic ipa l i t i es and shires, 
or any parts thereof, which adjoin each other, or arc only separated 
f rom each other by a road, r iver, harbour , or a r m of the sea, and 
const i tu te t h e m a fire distr ict , and shall notify in the Gazet te any such 
cons t i tu t ion of a fire district . The board may , with t he consent of the 
Minis ter , dissolve any fire distr ict so constituted., or al ter t he boundar ies 
of t he s a m e : 

Provided tha t , before any such g roup ing or dissolution, the 
municipal i t ies or shires to be affected the reby shall be notified thereof 
in m a n n e r prescr ibed by the regula t ions . 

E a c h other munic ipa l i ty or shire, or pa r t thereof, no t included 
in any such group shall be a separate fire district . 

P A R T 



P A R T I I . 

T H E B O A R D . 

Constitution of board. 

7. (1) There is hereby const i tu ted a hoard consist ing of a 
pres ident and four other member s appointed and elected unde r this Act . 

The said board shall be a body corporate under t he n a m e of the 
" Board of F i re Commissioners of N e w South W a l e s , " and by tha t 
n a m e shall have pe rpe tua l succession and a common seal, and may sue 
and be sued. Al l courts , judges , and persons, ac t ing judic ia l ly , shal l 
t ake judicial notice of such seal and shall p resume t h a t such seal w h e n 
affixed to any document was properly so affixed. 

( 2 ) Three member s shal l be a q u o r u m of t he board for the 
exercise of i ts powers. A t any m e e t i n g of t h e board t he president 
shall have an original , and where t h e votes are equal , a cast ing vote. 

(3) N o act of the board shall be invalid by reason only t ha t the 
n u m b e r of members of t he board was not complete a t the t ime when 
such act was done or by reason of any defect in the appo in tmen t or 
election of any such member . 

(4) N o member of the board shall be liable for any act of 
t he board, b u t t h e board shall alone be liable. 

8. (1) The president of t he board shall be appointed by the 
Governor . 

( 2 ) Subject to the provisions of this Act , the four o ther 
members of t he board shall be elected in pu r suance of th is Act , and 
shall respectively hold office for th ree years from the date of election, 
or un t i l the i r successors are elected, bu t shall be eligible for re-election. 

B u t if a member of the board is no t so elected, or if t h e election 
of a member is void, the Governor shall, wi th in four teen days after the 
day prescribed for such election, appoint a fit person, who shall hold 
office as if he had been elected on the said day. 

(3) Such appo in tmen t s may be made and such elections may 
be held a t any t ime after the passing of this Act, b u t t he members of 
t he board appointed or elected before t he commencemen t of th is Ac t 
shall no t hold office u n t i l such commencement . 

9. (1) One m e m b e r of the board shal l be elected by t h e councils 
of t h e municipal i t ies ment ioned in P a r t I of Schedule One. 

( 2 ) One m e m b e r of t he board shall be elected by the councils 
of the munic ipal i t ies and shires ment ioned in P a r t IT of Schedule One. 

(3) A t such election the council of a munic ipa l i ty or shire 
con t r ibu t ing to the fund d u r i n g the nex t preceding year one h u n d r e d 
pounds or less shall have one v o t e ; t he council of a mun ic ipa l i ty or 
shire so con t r ibu t ing more t h a n one hundred and no t more t h a n five 
hundred pounds shall have two votes ; the council of a munic ipa l i ty 

or 



or shire so con t r ibu t ing more t han five hund red and not more t h a n 
one t h o u s a n d pounds shall have three vo t e s ; and t h e counci l of a 
munic ipa l i ty so con t r ibu t ing more t h a n one thousand pounds shall 
have four votes : 

Provided t h a t at the first election the council of each munici 
pal i ty or shire, excep t t he munic ipa l council of Sydney, shal l have 
one vote, and the munic ipa l counci l of Sydney shall have four votes. 

(4) One member of t h e board shall be elected by the insurance 
companies, and a t such election each company shall have one vote. 

(5) One member of the hoard shall be elected by the 
volunteer fire companies or br igades. 

The first election of such member shall be by such vo lunteer 
fire companies as have been in existence a t least th ree mon ths before 
t h e passing of th is Act , A t such election each company shall 
have one vote. 

Any subsequent election shall be by volunteer fire brigades as 
defined by this Act, A t such election each such br igade shall have 
one vote. 

(6) The Governor, at any t ime after the pass ing of th is Act , 
may m a k e and publ ish in the Gazet te regula t ions prescr ibing the 
respective days on which, and the manne r in which, such elections shall 
be held, and r egu la t ing all ma t te r s re la t ing to such elections. Such 
regula t ions on be ing so publ ished shall have t he force of law. 

10. A n y member of t h e board elected by the councils of munic i 
pali t ies, or munic ipal i t ies and shires, who is an a lde rman or councillor, 
shall , on ceasing to hold such office, for thwith cease to be a m e m b e r 
of t he board, and an ex t raord inary vacancy shall be deemed to be 
created on the board. Such vacancy shall be suppl ied by an election, 
w h i c h shal l be conducted as near ly as may be in t he same m a n n e r as 
t he periodical elections under this Act , and the person elected shall 
hold office for the residue of his predecessor 's t e rm. 

1 1 . (1) The Governor may suspend or remove any m e m b e r of 
the board from his office. 

( 2 ) I f any vacancy occurs in t he board of a member elected 
under subsect ion four or subsection five of section nine , such vacancy 
shall be filled by an election which shall be conducted as nearly as 
may be in the same m a n n e r as the periodical elections under this 
Act , and the person so elected shall hold office for the residue of his 
predecessor 's t e rm . 

12 . The members of the board other t h a n the pres ident shall 
receive from the fund such fees, not exceeding in the aggrega te six 
hundred pounds for any year, as may be prescribed by the by-laws. 
The president of t he board shall be paid an a n n u a l salary of th ree 
h u n d r e d pounds from the Consolidated R e v e n u e F u n d , which a m o u n t 
is hereby specially appropr ia ted for t ha t purpose. 

Property 



Property of hoard. 

1 3 . There is hereby vested in the board all proper ty , real 
and personal, inc lud ing moneys and life policies, vested a t the 
commencemen t of th is Act in the fire br igade boards cons t i tu ted by 
the Ei re Brigades Act , 1902, subject however to any t rus t s and 
liabilities a t t a ch ing to t he same. 

All moneys due or accru ing due to or by any such fire br igade 
board, whe the r payable before, at, or after the c o m m e n c e m e n t of th is 
Act , may be recovered by or from the board cons t i tu ted by th is Act . 

14. (1) The board m a y — 
(a) wi th the consent of t h e Minister , purchase , t ake on lease, or 

otherwise acqui re and hold any real or personal proper ty ; 
(b) wi th the consent of the Minis ter , lease or sell any real or 

personal p roper ty vested in i t ; 
(c) wi th the consent of t he Minis ter , erect bui ldings on any land 

held by i t ; 
(d) by the chief officer, or any officer, servant , or agen t of the 

board, enter , and if necessary break into, any place where 
any proper ty of the board is detained cont ra ry to t he order 
of the board, and remove such proper ty . 
(2) The proceeds of any such sale and the ren t of any land 

leased by t h e board shall be paid in to the fund. 
1 5 . No fire-engine, t ire-escape, ladder, reel, cart , tools, horse, 

implement , appliance, or accou t rements of the board shall be seized 
or sold unde r any legal process or w a r r a n t of distress. 

16 . The Colonial Treasurer may , w i th t he consent of the 
Governor, advance money on loan to t he board out of the Consolidated 
R e v e n u e F u n d . 

17. (1) The board may , w i th t h e consent of the Governor , 
borrow, on t h e securi ty of any proper ty of t he board, such moneys as the 
board deems necessary in order to exercise its powers and perform its 
duties unde r this Act , and may, wi th the l ike consent , issue debentures 
unde r t he seal of t he board for the a m o u n t so borrowed, toge the r wi th 
in teres t thereon, at a ra te approved by the Governor. 

(2) The Governor m a y m a k e regula t ions prescr ib ing and 
r e g u l a t i n g — 

(a) t h e form of such debentures ; 
(b) the t e r m for which they may be issued , 
(c) t he m a k i n g of a s inking fund for t he purpose of p a y i n g off 

such d e b e n t u r e s ; 
(d) t he a m o u n t or ra te of t he periodical or other p a y m e n t s to be 

made in to such s inking fund. 
( 3 ) 



(3) The a m o u n t so borrowed, whe the r by debentures or 
otherwise, shall be so t ha t the a m o u n t owing by the board shall no t 
a t any t ime exceed one hundred thousand pounds . The a m o u n t so 
borrowed by debentures , wi th interest thereon, shall be a first cha rge 
upon all the proper ty (except the appl iances hereinbefore exempted 
from seizure under legal process), and all the revenue whe the r accrued 
or to accrue of t he board. 

1 8 . The Governor may, at the request of t he board, purchase , 
resume, or appropr ia te under the Pub l ic Works Act , 1900, any land 
for t he purposes of th is Act , Such purchase , resumpt ion , or appro
pr ia t ion shall be deemed to be made For an authorised work . 

Such land shall vest in t he board ; and the board shal l pay to t he 
Colonial Treasurer the costs of and incidental to any such purchase , 
resumpt ion , or appropr ia t ion. 

Duties and powers of board. 

1 9 . (1) I t shall be the d u t y of the board to take all pract icable 
measures for p reven t ing and ex t ingu i sh ing fires and protect ing and 
saving life and proper ty in case of fire in any munic ipa l i ty or shire, or 
any part thereof, to which this Act applies. 

(2) The board shall, in each year, prepare and forward to 
t he Minis te r a report of the operat ions of the Depar tment unde r its 
control . A copy of such report shall he laid before Par l iament , 

20 . For the purpose of ca r ry ing out the provisions of this 
Act , the board m a y — 

(a) establish and main ta in pe rmanen t fire brigades, and author ise 
the const i tut ion of vo lunteer fire brigades, and suspend or 
cancel any such author isa t ion ; 

(b) provide for fire brigades sui table premises and the requisi te 
fire-engines, ladders, reels, carts , waggons, horses, accoutre
ments , p lan t , tools, implements , and o ther appliances, and 
any telephones and other means of c o m m u n i c a t i o n ; 

(c) pay subsidies to volunteer fire brigades, and emolumen t s 
to the member s of any such brigades, and make p a y m e n t s for 
vo luntary or special services rendered to the board or to any 
fire br igade, and pay gra tui t ies and pensions in case of 
accident to , or the sickness, incapaci ty , or death of a n y 
officer or employee of the board, or m e m b e r of a fire br igade ; 

(d) in the exercise of any powers conferred on it by this Act , 
en ter in to contracts or a g r e e m e n t s ; 

(e) by its officers, servants, or agents enter any land, bui ld ing, 
or vessel where any fire has occurred, and re ta in possession 
thereof and of any proper ty there in for any reasonable 
t ime, or un t i l an inques t has been held on t he fire ; 

(f) 



(f) permit any members of a fire brigade with engines and 
appliances to go beyond the limits of any area to which 
this Act applies, for the purpose of extinguishing any fire. 
In such case the provisions of this Act shall apply to such 
fire and to anything done thereat; 

(g) demand and recover any charges prescribed for attending 
any fire outside any such area or on any vessel and any other 
expenses thereby actual ly incurred. 

21 . The board may make by-laws for carrying out the purposes 
of this Act, and in particular and subject, to the provisions of this 
Act— 

(a) regulat ing the meetings of the board and the procedure at 
such meetings, and the custody and use of the seal of the 
board; 

(b) regulat ing the keeping of the accounts of the board, the 
payment and receipt of money by the board, and the 
administering of the fund ; 

(c) regulat ing the payment of the salaries of officers and 
servants of the board, including members of permanent fire 
brigades, and fixing the emoluments of members of volunteer 
fire br igades; 

(d) prescribing generally the duties of such officers and servants; 
(e) for the maintenance of the efficiency, discipline, and good 

conduct of members of fire br igades; 
(f) providing for the payment of gratuit ies and pensions under 

this A c t ; 
(g) prescribing the charges payable to the board under this Act 

for attending fires ; 
(h) prescribing the amounts payable by the board under this 

Act for voluntary and special services; 
(i) for the formation and regulation of volunteer fire brigades, 

and the inspection of fire brigades and their premises and 
equipment; 

(j) prohibiting or regula t ing the l ight ing of fires where the same 
would be l ike ly to be dangerous to bui ld ings ; 

(k) for enabling the board, the chief officer, and the fire brigades 
to exercise the powers conferred on them respectively by this 
Act or the by-laws, for prescribing the forms of notices and 
other documents to be used in carrying out this Act and the 
by-laws, and generally for carrying out the provisions of this 
A c t ; 

(1) imposing any penal ly not exceeding twenty pounds for any 
breach of the by-laws. 

Charges 



Charges recoverable by the board. 
22. (1) If a fire occurs in any building or vessel or property 

situate outside a municipali ty or shire, or part thereof, to which 
this Act applies, the owner of such building or property, or the 
master or owner of such vessel, and the cargo and freight for the 
same, shall be liable to pay to the board, for services rendered by a 
fire brigade in endeavouring to ext inguish the fire or save life or 
property, charges not exceeding those set out in Schedules Two and 
Three to this Act or any alterations in the same, or any new Schedules 
made in l ieu thereof. The above provisions do not apply to the 
Crown : 

Provided that the amount of such charges shall not in any 
case exceed one-fifth of the value before the fire of such building 
vessel, cargo, and freight, and of such property. 

(2) The Governor, on the recommendation of the board, 
may alter the said Schedules or make new Schedules in l ieu thereof, 
but not so as to increase any such charge. 

(3) Save as aforesaid, no charge shall be made by the board 
for attending fires. 

2 3 . (1) Such charges shall be ratably apportioned between the 
owner of such building or property, or the master or owner of such 
vessel, cargo, and freight, according to the respective values before the 
fire of the same. 

(2) If any dispute arises between the parties liable to pay 
such charges as to the proportion thereof payable by each or any of 
them, the board may determine the amount payable by each such 
person. Such determination shall be intimated to the parties 
interested by writ ing under the seal of the board, and shall be final 
and binding upon al l the parties concerned. 

2 4 . (1) Such charges may be recovered by the board by suit or 
action in any court of competent jurisdiction. 

(2) In any such sui tor action it shall be sufficient to al lege 
a demand by the board of a specified amount from the defendant. 
The onus of proving that such demand was not authorised by this Act 
shall be on the defendant. 

Inquisitions. 
25. The coroner exercising jurisdiction at any place at which 

a tire has occurred shall, at the request in writ ing of the board, hold 
an inquisition into the cause and origin of the fire. 

2 6 . The board may, at any inquisition into the cause or origin of 
any fire, be represented by any member of the board or by any person 
appointed by the board in that behalf. Such member or person may 
adduce evidence and examine witnesses and address the court at such 
inquisition. 
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P A R T I I I . 

THE OFFICERS. 

Appointment and salaries of officers. 

2 7 . The superintendent of fire brigades, under the Fire Brigades 
Act, 1902, is hereby appointed the chief officer of lire brigades. 
Al l other officers, and all firemen, clerks, servants, and employees 
appointed by the lire brigades board for the metropolitan district 
under the said Act, and in active service at the commencement of 
this Act, shall be officers, firemen, clerks, servants, and employees of 
the board constituted by this Act. 

Subject to the above provisions, the Governor, on the recommen
dation of the board, shall appoint the chief officer, and the board shall 
appoint all other officers and servants of the board, including members 
of permanent and volunteer lire brigades. 

The salary of the chief officer, and of all other officers, firemen, 
clerks, servants, and employees of the board shall be lixed by the board 
and paid out of the fund. 

Duties and powers. 

2 8 . A lire brigade, upon alarm of fire, shall, notwithstanding 
any provision to the contrary in any Act, proceed with a l l speed to the 
place where the lire is, and endeavour by al l possible means to extinguish 
the fire, and save such lives and property as may be in danger. 

2 9 . The chief officer, or in his absence the superior tire brigade 
officer present at a fire,— 

(a) may cause any street or public place in the vicinity of a fire 
to be closed to traffic during the continuance of the fire; 

(b) may without payment use any water mains, pipes, andhydrants , 
and all water therein, or in any well, tank, or stream, and 
cause water to flow into or be shut off from any main or pipe 
for the purpose of ext inguishing or controlling a fire; 

(c) during a (ire may take possession of any buildings or vessels, 
and any property therein if such vessels are at or near a 
wharf or are so situated that a fire therein would endanger 
any structure or any property in a structure, and cause such 
buildings to be pulled down or destroyed, and cause such 
vessels to be removed or sunk so as to control, extinguish, or 
prevent the spread of the fire, and may remove such property 
and retain the same for safe custody: Provided that, 
whenever practicable, the consent of the Harbour Master or 
other officer having the control of the removal of vessels in 
the port shall be obtained before any vessel is removed or sunk; 

(d) 



(d) may at the t ime of a lire, or immediately thereafter, pull 
down, destroy, or shore up any building damaged or rendered 
insecure by the lire, or which, in his opinion, may be 
dangerous to life or property ; 

(e) may remove or cause to he removed any person, vehicle, or 
thing, the presence of whom or which at or near a lire might, 
in his opinion, interfere with the work of any fire brigade ; 

(f) shall control and direct the operations at a lire of any lire 
brigade, and 

(g) may take such measures as he thinks proper for the protection 
and saving of life and property and for the control and 
extinguishing of a lire. 

3 0 . The chief officer or any officer authorised in that behalf by 
the board— 

(a) may inspect volunteer lire brigades and their premises and 
equipment, and enforce compliance with the by-laws made 
in respect of the same ; 

(1)) may, by arrangement with the board, council, or other 
corporation or person controlling the water supply, authorise 
the water in any mains or pipes to be used for the purpose; of 
the drill or practice of any lire br igade; and no charge shall 
be made for any water used in pursuance; of such authority. 

(c) may at any time enter any theatre, hall, building, or place, used 
for the purpose of public entertainment or public concourse, 
to ascertain whether the provisions of any Act, ordinances, 
regulations, or by-laws for the prevention of fire or for the 
safety of the public have been contravened or have not been 
complied wi th ; 

(d) may at any time enter any land, building, or vessel for the 
purpose of ascertaining whether the provisions of any Act, 
ordinance, regulation, or by-law relating to the storage or 
keeping of explosives, or of kerosene or any inflammable 
matter, or relat ing to the l ight ing of fires, have been 
contravened or have not been complied with ; 

(e) may cause to be served personally or by post on the occupier of 
any land or building, or the master, owner, or agent of any 
vessel on or in which any inflammable matter or explosive is 
stored or kept contrary to any Act, ordinance, regulation, or 
by-law, a notice requiring him to remove such matter or 
explosive within a time therein named. If such occupier, 
master, owner, or agent neglects to comply with such 
requirement, lie shall be liable to a penalty not exceeding fifty 
pounds for every day during which such neglect cont inues; 

(f) may enforce the carrying out of the provisions of this Act 
and the by-laws and the directions of the board in that behalf. 

3 1 . 



3 1 . The authority of the chief officer, and of any officer of 
the board acting under his orders, shall be recognised by a l l officers 
and members of the police force and other persons. It shall be the 
duty of officers of the police force to support the authority of the 
chief officer and assist him and any such officer of the board in 
enforcing obedience to any orders given in pursuance of this Act or 
the by-laws. 

3 2 . Any damage to property caused by the chief officer, or 
any fire brigade officer, purporting bona tide to exercise any power 
conferred or to perform any duty imposed on him by this Act, shall be 
deemed to be a damage by fire within the meaning of any policy of 
insurance against fire covering the property so damaged. 

P A R T IV. 

FINANCE. 

The fund. 

8 3 . ( 1 ) There shall be a fund belonging to and administered by 
the board (in this Act called " t h e f u n d " ) , from which shall, except 
where otherwise in this Act provided, be paid all moneys required for 
carrying out the provisions of this Act. 

(2) There shall be kept an account of the money contributed 
in respect of each fire district and of the money expended for such 
district, and an account of the money appropriated and expended 
for administrative purposes under this Act. 

Contributions to the fund. 

3 4 . ( 1 ) The board shall in each year make an estimate of the 
amount proposed to be expended out of the fund in or for each fire 
district for the next following year, commencing the first day of 
J anua ry . The said amounts respectively, with proportionate sums 
added thereto for administrative purposes under this Act, shall be 
contributed to the fund as hereinafter provided. Such estimates, 
when sealed with the seal of tin; board, shall in any proceeding for 
the recovery of any contribution to the fund be deemed to have been 
duly made. 

The board shall so make such estimate that the amount of the 
contribution to be paid by a fire district, as hereinafter provided, shall 
not exceed one; fourth of a penny in the pound on the unimproved 
capital value of ratable land in tin 1 fire district : Provided that the 
board, with the consent of the Minister, and at the special request of 

the 



the councils of the municipalit ies or shires constituting or forming 
part of a fire district or a majority in number of such councils, may, 
as to that district, exceed the limit above provided. 

(2) The amount of such contribution for a tire district 
shall be paid to the fund, as follows : — 

(a) One-third, as nearly as may be, by the municipal i ty or shire or 
the municipali t ies and shires the whole or part of which is 
included in the lire district, 

(b) One-third, as nearly as may be, by insurance companies. 
(c) One-third, as nearly as may be, by the Colonial Treasurer. 

(3) The board shall expend within or for a fire district an 
amount approximately equal to the contributions for such district, 
less the sum, not exceeding ten per centum of the amount of such 
contributions, for administrative purposes aforesaid. 

(4) The board shall each year charge as expenditure in or 
for a district the amount payable by it for interest and sinking fund 
on any moneys borrowed by the said board for purchasing land or 
constructing buildings in the district. 

3 5 . (1) Where a lire district comprises more than one munici
pali ty or shire, the amount of the contribution to be paid by each 
municipal i ty or shire shall be apportioned by the board according to 
the fair average annual value in the case of the city of Sydney, and 
according to the assessed annual value under the Local Government 
Act of 1900, in the case of any other municipali ty or of a shire, of a l l 
ratable land in the municipality or shire, or in the part thereof to 
which this Act applies. 

(2) Where this Act applies to the whole of a municipal i ty 
or shire, the amount payable by way of contribution by such 
municipality or shire shall be paid out of the city fund in the case of 
the city of Sydney, and out of the general fund in the case of a 
municipal i ty under the Local Government Act, 1000, or a shire. 

(3) Where this Act applies to part only of a municipal i ty 
under the Local Government Act, 1906, or of a shire, the council of the 
municipali ty or shire shall raise the required amount by a local rate 
under the said Act on the ratable land in such pa r t : Provided that in 
any poll of ratepayers on a proposal to make such rate, the question 
shall only be whether the rate shall be on the unimproved or the 
improved capital value of ratable land, and the question shall not be 
put whether the rate shall be made : Provided also that if the amount 
required for any year is greater than that required for any previous 
year, the council may levy a higher local rate, to be fixed by the 
council, to provide for such greater amount, without making a rate 
for that year. 

3 6 . (1) Lor the purpose of providing the contribution payable 
for a lire district by insurance companies as aforesaid, every insurance 

company 



company shall annual ly pay to the fund a sum amounting to a percent
age to he fixed by the hoard on the total amount of the premiums 
received by or due to the company during the year ending the thirty-
first day of December then last past in respect of risks against fire 
within the lire district, but excluding any part of such premiums 
actual ly paid by way of re-insurance to any other insurance company 
contributing under this Act. Such percentage shall be uniform 
within a fire district. 

(2) But where an insurance company not registered in 
this State fails to pay any instalment, of such sum within thirty days 
after any date prescribed or fixed as hereinafter provided, each owner 
of property in respect of which the company lias received a premium 
as aforesaid, whether such premium was received in or outside New 
South Wales , shall, within thirty days after demand in writ ing is made 
on him by or on behalf of the board, pay to the fund a share of such 
instalment in the proportion borne by the amount of such premium to 
the total amount of the premiums on which such instalment is 
calculated. If such payment is not made within the period aforesaid 
such owner shall lie liable to a penalty not exceeding live pounds. The 
amount of any such payment may be deducted from any premium 
recoverable in this State by or on behalf of such company on the issue 
or renewal of any lire policy on such property, or may be recovered 
from such company by any person making such payment. 

3 7 . Except where otherwise provided, the amount of any such 
annual contribution shall be paid in quarterly instalments on the first 
day of January , April, J u l y , and October, in each year, or on such 
other days as the board may fix. 

If any such instalment payable by a municipali ty or shire or 
by an insurance company is not paid within thirty days after any day 
so prescribed or fixed, the municipali ty or shire or company shall be 
liable to a penalty not exceeding fifty pounds. 

Returns. 

3 8 . The council of every municipali ty and shire shall in the 
month of J u l y in each year, or at such other time as the board may 
notify, send to the board a return showing the last assessment of fair 
average annual value or assessed annual value, as the case may be, 
and of the unimproved capital value of all ratable property in the 
municipali ty or shire, or in the part thereof to which this Act applies. 

If any such council fails to make such return within the time 
so prescribed or notified, it shall be liable to a penalty not exceeding 
five pounds for every day during which such default continues. If 
any such return is false in any material part icular the council making 
such false return shall be liable to a penalty not exceeding one hundred 
pounds. 3 9 . 



3 9 . Every insurance company shall, in the month of J u l y 
in each year , or at such other time as the board may notify, send to 
the board a return showing the total amount of the premiums received 
by or due to such company in respect of risks against lire during the 
year ending the thirty-first day of December then last past, within 
any municipal i ty or shire, or any part thereof, to which this Act 
applies, less any part of such premiums actual ly paid by way of 
re-insurance to any other insurance companies contributing under this 
Act, together with a statutory declaration by the manager, secretary, 
or agent, in this State of such company that, to the best of bis know
ledge, information, and belief, such return is a true return of such 
amount. 

If any such company fails to send such return within the time 
so prescribed or notified, such company shall be liable to a penalty 
not exceeding five pounds for every day during which such default 
continues. If any such return is false in any material particular, 
such company shall be liable to a penalty not exceeding one hundred 
pounds. 

4 0 . Every owner of property within a municipali ty or shire, or 
any part thereof, to which this Act applies, in respect of which an 
insurance company not registered in the State holds a risk, shall, in 
the month of J u l y in each year or at such other time as the hoard may 
notify, send to the board a return showing the amount of the premiums 
paid by him in respect of such property to the said company during 
any period. 

If any such owner fails to send such return within the times 
so prescribed or notified, such owner shall be liable; to a penalty not, 
exceeding one pound for every day during which such default, 
continues. 

P A R T V. 

MISCELLANEOUS AND SUPPLEMENTAL. 

Miscellaneous provisions. 

4 1 . It shall not be lawful for any persons to constitute or 
maintain a salvage corps or a fire brigade for the purpose of salvage of 
property at fires or of ext inguishing fire within any municipal i ty or 
shire, or any part thereof, to which this Act applies, outside premises 
or land owned or used by such persons or at or on which such persons 
are employed, unless such corps or brigade is constituted by the 
board or is authorised by the board to act as a salvage corps or lire 
brigade. Any person who acts in contravention of this section shall 
be liable to a penalty not exceeding twenty pounds. 4 2 . 



4 2 . Any by-laws made under this Act shall— 
(i) be approved by the Governor; 

(ii) on being so approved, be published in the Gazette; 
(ii i) take effect from the date of publication, or from a later date 

to be specified in such by-laws ; and 
(iv) be laid before both [louses of Parl iament within fourteen 

days after publication if Parliament is in session, and, if 
not, then within fourteen days after the commencement of 
the next session. But if either House of Parl iament passes 
a resolution at any time within fifteen sitting days after 
such by-laws have been laid before such House disallowing 
any by-law, such by-law shall thereupon cease to have effect. 

4 3 . The production of a copy of the Gazette containing any notice 
of the appointment or election of members of the board or containing 
any by- laws purporting to have been made; and approved under this 
Act shall be conclusive evidence that the members were appointed or 
elected and that the by-laws were made and approved under this Act, 
and of the terms of those by-laws. 

4 4 . Any person who wilfully covers up, encloses or conceals 
any fire-plug or hydrant so as to render its position difficult to 
ascertain, or who obliterates or removes any mark, sign, or letter used 
for the purpose of indicating the position of or distinguishing any 
fire-plug or hydrant, shall be liable to a penalty not exceeding fifty 
pounds. 

4 5 . Any person who wilful ly injures or destroys any building, 
engine, reel, hose, ladder, or other thing, or any horse belonging to the 
board, or to any fire brigade, or tampers with any tire-alarm or 
signall ing apparatus for giving notice of fire, or who maliciously gives 
any false a larm of fire shall for a first offence be liable to a penalty 
not exceeding five pounds or to imprisonment for a term not 
exceeding seven days, and for any subsequent offence to imprisonment 
for a term not exceeding two years. 

4 6 . The board, the chief officer, or an officer of the board, 
exercising any powers conferred by this Act or the by-laws, shall 
not he liable for any damage caused in the bona fide exercise of such 
powers. Any person who obstructs or binders any such officer in 
the lawful exercise of such powers, shall be liable to a penalty not 
exceeding fifty pounds. 

4 7 . No action shall be brought against the board, or against 
any person, for anything purporting to have been done under this Act, 
unless such action is commenced within six months after the act 
complained of was committed, or the damage sued for Avas sustained, 
and notice in wri t ing of such intended action has been delivered at the 
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office of the hoard, or delivered to such person, or left at his usual 
place of abode by the party aggrieved, or by his agent or attorney, at 
least one month before the commencing of such action. Such notice 
shall clearly and explicit ly set forth the nature of the intended action 
and the cause thereof, and on such notice shall be written the name 
and place of abode of the party intending to bring such action, and 
the name and place of business of his attorney or agent (if a n y ) . 

No plaintiff shall recover in any such action if tender of 
sufficient amends has been made before such action was brought. 

If any such action is brought after the time limited for 
bringing the same, or if notice has not been given as aforesaid, then 
the court, judge, or j u ry shall find, or judgment shall be given, for 
the defendant, or a nonsuit may be ordered. 

In any such action the defendant may, in addition to any 
other plea, plead tender of amends, and may give this Act and the 
special matter in evidence. 

4 8 . Any information for a breach of the provisions of this Act, 
or the by-laws, shall be beard and determined in a summary way by 
a court of petty sessions, and the amount of any penalty recovered for 
any such breach shall be paid into the fund. 

A n y such information shall be laid within six months from the 
time when the matter of the information arose. 

4 9 . Any moneys payable under this Act, or the by-laws, to the 
fund or to the hoard (not being penalties) may be recovered at suit of 
the board in any court of competent jurisdiction. 

Agents and trustees. 

5 0 . Any agent for any insurance company may deduct from 
any moneys held by him for such company al l expenditure necessarily 
or properly incurred and paid by him under this Act for or in respect 
of such company, or he may, in any court of competent jurisdiction, 
recover from such company the amount so incurred and paid. 

5 1 . Any agent may deduct from any moneys held by him for 
his principal all charges necessarily or properly incurred and paid by 
him. under this Act in respect of any houses, lands, or premises, for 
which be is the agent of such principal, or he may, in any court of 
competent jurisdiction, recover from such principal the amount so 
incurred and paid. 

5 2 . Any trustee of any bouses, lands, or premises, may apply 
any of the funds under his control in defraying any charges necessarily 
or properly incurred by him under this Act in respect of such houses, 
lands, or premises. 

Information 



Information given by owner. 

5 3 . (1) The owner of a house or building where a lire occurs 
shall, on being requested so to do by any member of the board, or by 
the chief officer or any officer of the board, inform such member or 
officer whether such house or building is insured or not, and at the 
l ike request shall furnish such officer or member with lul l particulars 
of the insurance (if any) thereon, including the names of the companies 
with which the insurance is effected, and the amount of such insurance. 

(2) The owner of any personal property which may be in 
any house or building, or on any premises where a tire occurs, or which 
may be destroyed or damaged by tire, shall, at tin; l ike request, give the 
l ike information and furnish the l ike particulars as are required to be 
given with respect to a house or building as hereinbefore provided. 

(3) Any person who refuses to comply with any such 
request as aforesaid, or who wilfully gives any false information, or 
who wilfully gives any incorrect particulars with regard to such 
insurance as aforesaid, shall, on conviction, be liable to a penalty not 
exceeding twenty pounds. 

SCHEDULES. 

S C H E D U L E ONE. 

PART I. 

The city of S y d n e y unci suburban municijMlities. 

A l e x a n d r i a . E r sk inev i l l e . P a r r a m a t t a . 
A n n a n d a l e . The Glebe. Pe t e r sham. 
Ashf ie ld . ( J r a n v i l l e . R a n d w i c k . 
A u b u r n . Homebush . Redfern . 
B a l m a i n . H u n t e r ' s H i l l , Rockda le . 
B e x l e y . H u r s t v i l l e . 1 took wood. 
Bo tany . K o g a r a h S t . Pe te r s . 
Nor th B o t a n y . L c i c h h a r d t . S t ra th f ie ld . 
Burwood. M a n l y . Vauc luse . 
C a n t e r b u r y . M a r r i c k v i l l e . W a t e r l o o . 
Concord. Mosman. W a v e r l e y . 
Dar l ing ton . Newtown. W i l l o u g h b y . 
Drummoyne. North S y d n e y . W o o l l a h r a . 
Enfield. P a d d i n g t o n . 

PART 



PART IT. 

Country municijMlilies. 

A d a m s t o w n . Grenfell . Newcas t le . 
A l b u r y . Gnnnedah . Nowra . 
A r m i d a l e . Hami l ton . Orange. 
Ba l l ina . H a y . P a r k e s . 
B a l r a n a l d . H i l l g r o v e . Penri t l i . 
Ba thurs t , Invere l l . P l a t t sbu rg . 
Bega. J e r i l d e r i e . Queanbcyan . 
Berry . .Inner. Richmond. 
Bourke. Katoomba. S ing le ton . 
Bowi'al. Kenipsey . Stockton. 
Braidwood. Kiama . Tamwor th . 
Broken Hill . Lambton . Taree . 
Camden . Lambton , New. Temora. 
Campbe l l town . Lisniore. Tentcrfield. 
Car r ing ton . L i thgow. Tumut . 
Casino. Liverpool . W a g g a W a g g a . 
Cobar. M a i t l a n d , Fast . W a l l s e n d . 
Condobolin, M a i t l a n d . Wes t . W a r a t a h . 
Coonanible. M e r e w e t h e r . W a r r e n . 
Cootaniundra . Moaji ia . W e l l i n g t o n . 
Corowa. Molong. W e n t w o r t h . 
Cowra . Moree . W i c k h a m . 
Den i l iqu in . Morpeth. W i l c a n n i a . 
Dubbo. Moss V a l e . W i n d s o r . 
Forbes . M u d g e e . Wol longong . 
Glen Inncs . M u r w i l l u m b a h . W y a l o n g . 
Goulburn . Muswe l lb rook . Y a s s . 
Grafton. N a r r a n d c r a . Y o u n g . 
Grafton South. 

Shires. 

B l a n d . Cessnock. L a k e M a c q u a r i e . 
B o l w a r r a . I m l a y . W a l g c t t . 

S C H E D U L E T W O . 

Maximum scale of charges for attendance at afire on land. £ s. d. 

For the chief officer, for the first hour, d a y or n i g h t . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 1 0 
For the chief officer, for each succeeding hour, d a y or n i g h t . . . . . . . . . 0 10 (i 
For a n y other officer in cha rge a t a fire, for the first hour, d a y or n igh t . . . 0 10 (i 
For a n y other officer in cha rge a t a fire, for each succeeding hour, d a y or n igh t 0 5 0 
For a f loating fire-engine . . . . . . 10 0 0 
For a s t eam fire-engine, or motor fire-engine . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5 0 0 
For a m a n u a l fire-engine . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10 0 
For each reel, hose ca r r i age , or chemical e n g i n e . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . - 10 0 
For each fireman or turncock, when cal led out to a n y fire, d a y or n igh t , for 

first hour 0 5 0 
For each fireman, when ca l l ed out to a n y fire, d a y or n ight , for the second 

hour .... . . . , „.. .... „ - .... . . . 0 3 0 



S C H E D U L E T W O — c o n t i n u e d . 

Maximum scale, of charges for attendance at afire on land—continued. £ s. d. 

For each fireman, when ca l l ed out to a n y fire, d a y or n igh t , for each succeeding 
hour "... . . . . . . 0 2 0 

For each horse t a k i n g a s t eam fire e n g i n e , m a n u a l fire-engine, hose ca r r i age , 
chemica l engine , or reel to a n d from a fire, d a y or n i g h t . . . . . . 0 1 0 6 

For the use of hose, a n d c l ean ing a n d d r y i n g the hose, each 1 0 0 f e e t . . . . . . 0 1 0 0 
For first not ice of fire to fire-station . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0 0 0 
For w a g e s of each e x t r a m a n e n g a g e d by the chief officer, or other officer in 

charge , a t a n y fire, d a y or n i g h t :— 
F o r the first hour 0 2 0 
For the second hour . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0 1 6 
For each succeeding hour . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0 1 0 

S C H E D U L E T H R E E . 

Maximum scale of charges for attendance at a fire on a vessel. £ s. d. 

For the chief officer, for first hour, d a y or n i g h t . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 2 0 
For t he chief officer, per hour for each succeeding hour, d a y or n i g h t . . . . . . 1 1 0 
For a n y other officer in cha rge a t a fire, for the first hour, d a y or n igh t . . . 1 1 0 
For a n y other officer in cha rge a t a fire, per hour for each succeeding hour, 

d a y or n i g h t . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0 1 0 6 
For a floating fire-engine . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 0 0 0 
For a s t e a m fire-engine, or motor fire-engine . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 0 0 0 
For a m a n u a l fire-engine . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 1 0 0 
For each reel , hose ca r r i age , or chemica l eng ine . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 1 0 0 
For each fireman or turncock, when ca l l ed out to a n y fire, d a y or n ight , for 

the first hour . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0 7 6 
For each fireman, w h e n ca l led out to a n y fire, d a y or n ight , for the second 

hour " 0 5 0 
For each fireman, w h e n ca l l ed out to a n y fire, day or n ight , for each succeeding 

hour 0 2 6 
For each horse t a k i n g a s team fire-engine, m a n u a l fire-engine, hose ca r r i age , 

chemica l engine , or reel to a n d from a fire, d a y or n i g h t . . . . . . . . . 0 1 0 6 
For t h e use of hose, a n d c l ean ing a n d d r y i n g the hose, each 1 0 0 fee t . . . . . . 0 1 0 0 
For the first notice of fire to fire-station... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0 5 0 
For w a g e s of each e x t r a m a n e n g a g e d by the chief officer, or other officer in 

charge , a t a n y fire, day or n i g h t : — 

For the first hoi i' 0 2 0 
For the second hour . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0 1 6 
For each succeeding hour . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0 1 0 

Act 


