
Act No. 91, 1902. 
An Act to regula te the const ruct ion and use of 

lifts and of scaffolding and engines used for 
erect ing, demolishing, a l ter ing, repair ing, 
cleaning, or pa in t ing bui ld ings or s t ruc tures , 
and of gear used in connect ion t h e r e w i t h ; 
to regula te the use of s team c ranes ; and for 
purposes consequent upon or incidental to 
those objects. [1st December, 1902.] 

BE it enacted by t h e K i n g ' s Most Exce l l en t Majesty, by and wi th 
t h e advice a n d consent of t h e Legis la t ive Council and Legis la t ive 

Assembly of N e w South W a l e s in P a r l i a m e n t assembled, a n d b y t h e 
au tho r i t y of t h e same, as follows :— 

Preliminary. 

1. This A c t shal l come in to operation on t h e first day of 
J a n u a r y , one thousand n ine h u n d r e d and three , and m a y be ci ted as 
t h e " Scaffolding and Lifts Ac t , 1902 . " 

2 . This A c t shal l have effect in t h e Met ropo l i t an Pol ice 
Dis t r ic t , and in such o ther areas as t h e Governor , b y proc lamat ion 
publ ished in t h e Gazet te , m a y direct . 

Such distr ict and each such area is referred to in th is A c t as a 
district . 3 



3. I n this A c t — 
" E n g i n e " means mach ine , crane, boiler, or other appara tus or 

cont r ivance used in erect ing, demolishing, a l te r ing , repair ing, 
c leaning, or pa in t ing bui ld ings or s t ruc tu res . 

" G e a r " includes ladder, p lank , chain, rope, fas tening, hoist, 
stay, block, pul ley , hanger , sl ing, brace, or other movable 
cont r ivance of a l ike k ind . 

" Inspec to r " means inspector appointed under th is Act . 
" Lift " means appa ra tus or cont r ivance wi th in or a t t ached to a 

bui ld ing worked by any power o ther t h a n hand, a n d compris ing 
a movable p la t form by which persons or goods are raised or 
lowered, and includes any mach ine ry used for work ing a lift. 

" Scaffolding " means any s t ruc tu re bu i l t u p and fixed to a he igh t 
exceeding e ight feet f rom t h e hor izontal base on wh ich i t is 
bu i l t u p and fixed, for erect ing, demolishing, a l ter ing, 
repa i r ing , c leaning, or pa in t ing bu i ld ings or s t ruc tures , a n d 
shall inc lude any swing ing s tage in tended to be used for any 
of t h e aforesaid purposes . 

4. The Governor may , for car ry ing out t h e provisions of this 
Ac t , appoin t inspectors for any districts. 

Erection of scaffolding. 

5. (1) N o person shall in any distr ict commence to set u p or 
bui ld a n y scaffolding unless he has s tated his in ten t ion to do so by 
not ice in wr i t ing , u n d e r his hand , and served on a n inspector for t h e 
distr ict by be ing posted to h i m or left a t such address as t he 
Minis te r m a y , by not ice in t he Gazet te , direct, a t least twenty- four 
hours before such scaffolding is commenced to be set u p or bui l t . 

(2) A n y person who commences to set u p or bui ld in any 
distr ict any scaffolding wi thou t h a v i n g notified his in ten t ion to do so 
to t he inspector , in t he m a n n e r and before t he t ime in this section 
ment ioned , shal l be l iable to a pena l ty not exceeding t w e n t y pounds . 

(3) Provided i t shall no t be necessary to allow any t ime to 
elapse after t h e service of t he not ice as aforesaid in t h e case of an 
emergency ar is ing from damage caused by l igh tn ing , explosion, fire, 
or ra in . 

Scaffolding, engines, and gear. 

6. Al l scaffolding and engines, and all gear used in connection 
the rewi th i n any distr ict shall be of t he description indicated in t he 
regula t ions in t he Schedules hereto, and shall be set up , bui l t , main ta ined , 
and used in accordance wi th such regula t ions . 

7. The Governor may proclaim regulat ions annu l l ing , amending , 
or add ing to t h e regulat ions in the Schedules hereto, 

Every 



Every proc lamat ion m a d e unde r th i s section shall be publ i shed 
in t he Gazet te and laid before P a r l i a m e n t wi th in four teen days after 
such publ ica t ion , or, if P a r l i a m e n t is no t t h e n s i t t ing, w i th in four teen 
days after t h e commencemen t of t h e session n e x t ensu ing after such 
pub l i ca t ion . 

The regula t ions conta ined in a n y such proclamat ion m a y be 
disallowed by resolut ion of e i ther H o u s e of Pa r l i amen t , in whole or in 
par t , w i th in one m o n t h after t h e p roc lamat ion has been laid before t h a t 
House , a n d such of t he regula t ions as have n o t been so disallowed 
shall , a t t he end of such period or t h e last of such periods, have t h e force 
of law, and be deemed to be conta ined in t he Schedule hereto. 

Construction of lifts. 

8 . (1) N o person shal l in a dis t r ic t commence to erect a lift 
unless he has s ta ted his in ten t ion to do so by not ice in wr i t ing , u n d e r 
his hand , served on a n inspector for t h e distr ict a t least twen ty - four 
hours before such lift is commenced to be erected. 

(2) A n y person who commences to erect in any distr ict a n y 
lift w i t h o u t h a v i n g notified his in t en t ion to do so to t h e inspector , in 
t h e m a n n e r and before t he t ime in th i s section ment ioned, shal l be 
liable to a pena l ty no t exceeding t w e n t y pounds . 

Inspection. 

9 . A n inspector shal l f rom t i m e to t ime inspect all lifts and 
all scaffolding, and all engines and gear used in connect ion the rewi th 
cons t ruc ted or used or in course of cons t ruc t ion in his district , and for 
t h a t purpose m a y d u r i n g work ing hours enter any bu i ld ing or premises . 

1 0 . (1) W h e r e i t appears to a n inspec tor— 
(a) t h a t t h e use in his dis tr ict of any lift or a n y scaffolding or 

eng ine or a n y gear used in connect ion the rewi th would be 
dangerous to h u m a n life or l imb , or 

(b) t h a t w i th regard to a n y lift or any scaffolding or eng ine or 
gear used in connect ion t h e r e w i t h erected or used or in course 
of erection in his dis tr ict t h e regula t ions in t he Schedules 
here to are no t being complied wi th , 

he m a y give such directions in wr i t i ng to t he owner of or person 
us ing such lift or the person in charge or apparen t ly in cha rge of such 
scaffolding, engine , or gear as h e t h i n k s necessary in order to p reven t 
accidents or to ensure a compl iance wi th such r e g u l a t i o n s ; a n d such 
person shall , unless not ice of appeal is given as hereinaf ter provided, 
fo r thwi th car ry out such directions. 

(2) W h e r e a n inspector gives any directions for any reason 
ment ioned in subsect ion (a) aforesaid, he m a y a t t he same or a t any 
o ther t i m e order a n y persons for thwi th to cease to use t he lift or to 

work 



work in connect ion wi th t he scaffolding, engine, or gear un t i l such 
directions or any order on appeal theref rom has been complied wi th . 

A n y such order of an inspector m a y be rescinded by h im. 
(3) The person to w h o m such direct ions have been given, 

or t h e owner of t he lift or t he person in cha rge of t h e operat ions in 
respect of which the scaffolding, engine , or gear is erected, used, or 
in tended to be used, m a y , on giving not ice to the inspector wi th in 
twen ty- four hours after such directions have been given appeal in 
person to t h e Gove rnmen t Archi tec t , or any person deputed by the 
Gove rnmen t Arch i tec t to hear any such appeal . The said archi tec t or 
person shal l hear and de te rmine such appeal * w i th al l reasonable 
despatch, and shall , by order in wr i t ing delivered to t he person appeal
ing, affirm, vary, or rescind such directions. 

(4) A n y person w h o — 
(a) refuses or fails to comply wi th a n y direct ion given to h i m by 

an inspector in pu r suance of th is section or a n y order on 
appea l t h e r e f r o m ; or 

(b) refuses or fails to comply wi th any order given to h i m by an 
inspector in pu r suance of th i s section to cease to use a lift or 
to work in connect ion w i t h any scaffolding, engine, or gear, 

shall be liable to a pena l ty not exceeding fifty pounds . 

Drivers of steam-cranes. 
1 1 . (1) N o person shall, in a n y distr ict , act as dr iver in charge 

of a n y s team-crane used in connect ion wi th bu i ld ing operat ions unless 
he has obta ined and holds a dr iver ' s certificate. 

A dr iver 's certificate shall be g ran ted by the Gove rnmen t 
Arch i t ec t to any person who, after inquiry and examina t ion he considers 
is t r u s t w o r t h y and competen t to act as a driver of a s t eam-crane . A n y 
certificate so g ran ted m a y b e cancelled by t h e Governmen t Arch i t ec t if 
he considers t h a t t h e holder has ceased to be t r u s t w o r t h y or compe ten t 
as a foresaid. 

(2) A n y person who, after t he expira t ion of a period of 
th ree m o n t h s from t h e commencemen t of th i s Act , acts in a distr ict 
as driver in charge of a s team-crane wi thou t hold ing a dr iver ' s certificate 
granted a n d in force in pursuance of th is section, shal l be l iable to a 
pena l ty not exceeding t en pounds. 

Supplemental. 
1 2 . A n y person who interferes w i th or obst ructs a n y inspector 

in t he execut ion of any power or d u t y conferred or imposed on h im by 
th is A c t shal l be l iable to a pena l ty no t exceeding four pounds . 

1 3 . Al l informat ions unde r th is A c t m a y be hea rd a n d deter
mined, a n d all penal t ies m a y be recovered in a s u m m a r y way before a 
cour t of pe t ty sessions. 

S C H E D U L E 



S C H E D U L E I . 
REGULATIONS. 

Swinging stage. 
To bear t h r ee t imes maximum weight requi red ; blocks to be iron, or wood, no t 

less t h a n four inches d iameter of sheaf, consist ing of double and single block ; and all 
rope to be bes t Mani l la , no t less t h a n two and t h r e e - q u a r t e r inches circumference. 

Scaffold to consist of no t less t h a n one and a half- inch p l ank ing r u n n i n g 
full length , and width to be no t more t h a n eleven feet be tween suppor ts , such suppor t s 
to be of wrought - i ron two and one-half inches by one-half inch, carr ied round stage, 
with loop on top to receive tackle, and bolted to p lank ing wi th three-e ighths inch bolts 
each end, s t rong cleat to be screwed to p lank ing u n d e r cen t re . 

Scaffold to have overhead or wall a t t achmen t s securely a t tached . 
Guard- ra i l to be placed th ree feet from floor, no t less t h a n n ine inches sectional 

a r e a ; also fender board not less t h a n n ine inches on outs ide and both ends . 

Bricklayers' scaffold. 
Standards to be no t more t h a n e ight feet apar t , consis t ing of five inches d iameter , 

or t w e n t y inches sectional area, embedded twelve inches in g round , or in barrels filled 
wi th sand or ea r th . 

Ledge r s to be no t more t h a n five feet apar t , or no t less t h a n fifteen inches 
sectional area . 

Pu t locks five feet long, and no t less t h a n twelve inches sectional area, and should 
be of hardwood. 

Scaffold-boards to be no t longer t h a n twelve feet , and no t less t h a n one and a 
half inch thick, free from all defects. Al l p lanking to b e laid bu t t i ng , with two put locks 
a t each end, and one in cen t re . 

Al l scaffolds to have twelve inches by one and a half inch fender-board on each 
s tage , secured to s t a n d a r d s ; also guard- ra i l t h r ee feet high, and no t less t h a n twelve 
inches sectional a rea on each s tage . 

Brac ing to be n o t less t h a n twelve inches sectional area, and placed to t he satis
faction of t he inspector or his representa t ive . 

Scaffold to be secured by best Mani l la - rope , n o t less t h a n one and th ree -quar te r 
inch c i rcumference , and fifteen feet long, or bolts no t less t h a n five-eighths inch d iameter . 
Al l lashings t o be proper ly wedged, such wedging to be t igh tened af ter rain. 

Bui ld ings above two stories h igh, immedia te ly af ter joist be ing laid, shall have 
a t empora ry covering of close p lanking on joists or girders, and shall r emain un t i l 
p e r m a n e n t floors are laid. Al l gangways to be cons t ruc ted to t he satisfaction of the 
inspector . 

Internal scaffold—painters, plasterers, general repairs, inclusive. 
Ledge r s n o t to be less t h a n fifteen inches sectional area, and no t more t h a n six 

feet apar t , with s tandards no t more than six feet apar t , and with fifteen inches sectional 
area, and braced, as requi red by inspector , with ropes or bolts , as before ment ioned. 

Gantries. 
Standard to be of n o t less t h a n e ighty-one inches sectional area, and bui l t u p of 

nine-inch by three- inch Oregon, bol ted toge ther wi th rails, no t less t h a n twenty-seven 
inches sect ional area and cross-braces, n o t less t h a n twenty-one inches sectional area ; 
rails to be no t more t h a n e ight feet apar t . K i n g posts to be no t less t h a n one h u n d r e d 
and for ty-four inches sectional area, sole pla tes no t less t h a n eighty-one inches sectional 
area. 

T russ girders connect ing g an t ry towers . Top and bo t tom rails to be n o t less 
t h a n e ighty-one inches sectional area, secured wi th k ing rods, no t less than one and a 
half inch diameter , and cross-bracing no t less t h a n twenty-seven inches sectional area, 
bol ted to top and bot tom rail, both rails to be s t rapped to king-posts with three- inch 
by five-eighths inch s t raps , four feet long (wrough t - i ron ) . 

Crane 



Crane to be proper ly secured to gan t ry with wire rope , passed over back legs and 
sleeper a t t o p , and connected a t bot tom of each tower, or secured by wrought- i ron s t raps 
top and bo t tom of four- inch by th ree -qua r t e r inch wrought- i ron , proper ly bolted to 
k ing-pos t and crane t imbers . 

Bol ts , t h r ee -qua r t e r inch, to be no t more than three feet apar t , spaced diagonal , 
a n d s t r ap to be not less t h a n nine feet long. 

Lifting capacity. 
A n y crane mus t be weighted on each leg to not less than one and a half t imes its 

l if t ing capaci ty . 
Lift-box. 

Const ruc t ion of lift-box to car ry up to two tons . To be cons t ruc ted of one and 
a hal f inch th ick hardwood, with two bo t tom ledges six inches by th ree inches ; corner-
s t raps to be six-inch by quar ter - inch wrought- i ron , bolted t h rough angle of box, car ry ing 
s t raps to pass u n d e r ledges on bot tom, and carried up sides of box, made of four-inch by 
live-eighths inch wrought- i ron, with eyelet-holes th ickened to receive box chains, and 
securely bolted to box with half-inch bolts . 

Ladders. 
All ladders shall be of clean Oregon, with rungs of split hardwood, set in cen t re 

of st i les. N o b a t t e n ladders to be used, o ther than roof ladders. 
Al l ladders mus t s tand no t less than six feet above s taging ; where the inspector 

so directs , more t h a n one set of ladders shall be used. 
All ladders to be effectively lashed and to be s tayed where length exceeds twenty -

two feet. 

S C H E D U L E I I . 
Hydraulic or other power—Lifts, cranes, or whips. 

All cyl inders , rams, pipes, valves, or o ther appa ra tus subjected to hydraul ic 
pressure , shall be tes ted to a p ressure equa l to t h r ee t imes t h e proposed working 
pressure per square inch ; and a certificate u n d e r t he maker ' s hand tha t t hey have been 
successfully t e s ted to s t and t h a t pressure shall in all cases be furnished to the inspector 
before they a re p u t in to use. 

All hydraul ic mach inery having rams working in cyl inders shall be provided with 
p e r m a n e n t s tops (or o ther approved means ) , by which the rams will be prevented from 
being forced ou t of t h e cyl inders , qui te independen t of any valve or t a p p e t gear. 

A n independen t screw-down pressure stop-cock shall be fitted to every machine ; 
and in cases where more t h a n one machine is fixed in the same building, an approved 
waste-cock shall be fitted to each machine . 

A back-pressure valve, non - r e tu rn valve, or o the r similar appa ra tus of approved 
kind, shall be fitted to every service-pipe. 

Hydrau l i c cylinders are to be fitted with air and drain pipes. 
Efficient means a r e to be provided for lubr ica t ing all working pa r t s of machines . 
The inspector shall see and tes t t he whole of the machinery , pipes, and o the r 

a p p a r a t u s which a re in tended to be used before t he machines are p u t into use. This 
regula t ion will apply to any subs tant ia l a l te ra t ions in addi t ion to or re-instatements of 
exis t ing mach ine ry and pipes. 

All mach inery and well holes to be enclosed to inspector ' s approval . I n case of 
whip-hatches, floors to or from which goods are delivered or discharged, to be provided 
with approved flaps or rol l ing pla t forms. 

All lifts, cranes, whips, or other like machinery, whe the r driven by hydraul ic or 
o the r power, to be examined and inspected in all or any par ts as t he inspector may 
requ i re or consider necessary at least once in every six months , and a certificate to be 
issued by inspector after such examinat ion or inspection. 

2 Q Act 


