
Act No. 71, 1902. 
An Act to consolidate the enactments relating 

to the establishment and endowment of the 
College for Women within the University of 
Sydney. [9th September, 1902.] 

BE i t enac ted by the K i n g ' s Mos t Exce l l en t Majes ty , by a n d w i t h 
t h e advice and consent of t he Legislat ive Counci l and Legislat ive 

Assembly of N e w South W a l e s in P a r l i a m e n t assembled, and by the 
au tho r i t y of t h e same, as follows :— 

1 . This A c t m a y be cited as t h e " W o m e n ' s College Act , 1902 ." 
2 . ( 1 ) The A c t fifty-third Victoria n u m b e r t en is hereby repealed. 

(2) A l l persons appoin ted u n d e r t h e A c t hereby repealed and 
hold ing office a t t he t i m e of t h e pass ing of th i s A c t shall be deemed to 
have been appoin ted hereunder . 

(3) Al l rules or by-laws m a d e u n d e r t h e au tho r i t y of any 
Ac t he reby repealed, a n d be ing in force a t t h e t ime of t he pass ing of 
th is Ac t , shall be deemed to have been m a d e u n d e r t h e au tho r i t y of 
th i s A c t . 

3 . I n this Act , unless t h e con tex t or sub jec t -mat te r otherwise 
indicates or r equ i res ,— 

" C o l l e g e " means t he College for W o m e n wi th in t h e Univers i ty of 
S y d n e y ; 

" Counci l " means t h e Counci l of t he W o m e n ' s Col lege; 
" U n i v e r s i t y " means t h e Unive r s i ty of Sydney. 

4 . (1) The Counci l of t h e W o m e n ' s College shall cont inue and be 
a body corporate unde r t h a t n a m e a n d shal l have pe rpe tua l succession 
and a c o m m o n seal, and b y t h a t n a m e m a y sue and be sued, a n d t ake 
and hold to t h e m and the i r successors by gran t , will, or otherwise in 
perpe tu i ty , or for any t e r m of life or years, any real or personal 
proper ty , and m a y alien or otherwise dispose of or demise t h e same or 
a n y p a r t thereof o ther t h a n l and g ran ted to i t as a site for bu i ld ings 
and recreat ion grounds for t he College, and m a y do all o ther t h ings 
inc iden t or appe r t a in ing to a body corporate . 

( 2 ) There shal l be vested in t he Counci l the gove rnmen t in 
all respects of t h e College a n d al l m a t t e r s r e la t ing there to . 

5 . The said body corporate shall consist of— 
(a) twe lve elective council lors of w h o m a t least four shall be 

women, a n d 
(b) two ex-officio councillors as here inaf ter m e n t i o n e d ; and 
(c) t h e Pr inc ipa l of t he College, who shal l also be a n ex-officio 

counc i l lo r : Provided 



Provided t h a t no t empora ry vacancy in t h e office of P r inc ipa l or 
in t h e n u m b e r of councillors shall be deemed in a n y way to affect t he 
cons t i tu t ion of t he Council or i ts privileges or s ta tus as an incorporated 
body. 

6. ( 1 ) The said elective councillors shall hold office for a t e r m 
of five years, b u t shal l be eligible for re-election. 

(2) Al l casual vacancies by death , resignation, or other 
cause de termined by the by-laws of t h e Counci l shall be filled u p for 
t he res idue only of t he t e r m of office held by t h e council lor in respect 
of w h o m any such vacancy has arisen, b u t t h e council lor elected 
to fill any such vacancy shall be eligible for re-election. 

7 . A l l vacancies in the n u m b e r of t he said elective councillors 
shal l be filled u p , in such m a n n e r as t he Counci l appoints , by the 
r ema in ing councillor's and such members of the College as are graduates 
of t h e Univers i ty of a t least th ree years s t and ing and of t h e full age of 
twen ty -one years , and who cont inue on t h e books of the College. 

8 . The Senate of t h e Univers i ty shall from t ime to t ime nominate 
two member s of such Senate to be councillors of t h e College, and such 
persons so nomina ted shall be ex-officio council lors d u r i n g the period 
for which they are respectively so nomina ted . 

9 . Five councillors shall cons t i tu te a q u o r u m of t he Council , 
subjec t to such condit ions as to t h e due convening of meet ings as the 
Counci l m a y de te rmine on. 

1 0 . The Chancellor of t he Univers i ty , or, in his absence, the 
Vice-Chancel lor , shall be t he Visitor of t he College, and shall have the 
r i g h t to visi t t h e College a t any t ime , and wi th or wi thou t some other 
m e m b e r of t h e Univers i ty Senate , to examine t h e m a n n e r in which i t is 
conducted , and to see t h a t i ts laws, by- laws, and rules are du ly observed 
and executed , and shall possess al l other such powers as by law 
apper ta in to t h e office of Visitor to a College. 

1 1 . The College shal l provide residence and domest ic supervision 
for women s tudents of t he Univers i ty of all religious denominat ions 
w i t h o u t any dis t inct ion whatsoever, toge ther w i th efficient tutorial 
assistance in the i r prepara t ion for t he Univers i ty lec tures and 
examina t ions . 

1 2 . (1) N o religious ca techism or formulary which is distinctive 
of any par t i cu la r denominat ion shall be t a u g h t in t he College, a n d no 
a t t e m p t shal l be made to a t t ach s tudents to any par t icu la r denominat ion . 

(2) A n y s tuden t shall be excused from a t t endance upon 
rel igious ins t ruc t ion or religious observances on express declarat ion 
t h a t she has conscientious objections there to . 

1 3 . (1) The Pr inc ipa l of t he College, who shall be a woman, 
shall be appoin ted by the Council , a n d shall be l iable to suspension or 
removal for sufficient cause by the Council , subject to an appeal to the 
Visitor. ' (2) 



(2) The said Pr inc ipa l shall , subject to t he by-laws and rules 
of t h e College, and to t h e direction of t h e Council , have t h e general 
super in tendence a n d control of t h e s tuden t s and of t h e ins t i tu t ion . 

1 4 . The Colonial Treasurer shal l pay u n d e r w a r r a n t s signed by 
the Governor ou t of t h e Consolidated R e v e n u e Fund annua l ly to the 
College in pe rpe tu i ty , b u t upon the condit ions set ou t in sections 
th i r ty -e igh t a n d th i r ty -n ine of t h e Universi ty and Univers i ty Colleges 
Ac t , 1900, a s u m of five hund red pounds for the use of and as salary 
to t h e said P r inc ipa l or in aid of such salary. 

1 5 . A l l s tuden t s in t h e College who have not mat r i cu la ted shall , 
as soon as pract icable , ma t r i cu l a t e in t h e Univers i ty , and shall con t inue 
to be m e m b e r s thereof, a n d s u b m i t to a n d be subject to t h e discipline 
thereof, and shall be requi red du ly to a t t e n d t h e lectures of the 
Un ive r s i t y in those subjects , a n examina t ion a n d proficiency in which 
are requ i red for degrees, wi th t h e except ion, if t h o u g h t fit by any 
such s tuden t , of t h e lec tures on ethics , metaphys ics , and mode rn 
his tory . 

1 6 . The Counci l m a y m a k e rules and by- laws for ca r ry ing the 
provisions and objects of th i s A c t in to effect. 

E v e r y such ru l e and by- law shall , w i th in t h i r t y days after be ing 
made , be t r ansmi t t ed to t h e Governor to be b y h i m laid before both 
Houses of P a r l i a m e n t as soon as convenient ly m a y be. 


