
Act No. 11, 1901. 
An Act to consolidate the enactments relating 

to Public Gates. [4th October, 1901.] 

BE it enacted by the K i n g ' s Most Exce l l en t Majes ty , by and wi th 
t h e advice and consent of t h e Legis la t ive Council and Legislat ive 

Assembly of N e w South Wales in P a r l i a m e n t assembled, and by t h e 
au thor i ty of t he same, as follows :— 

1. This Ac t m a y be cited as t h e " P u b l i c Gates Act , 1 9 0 1 . " 
2. The Acts ment ioned in the Schedule hereto are, to t he ex ten t 

the re in expressed, hereby repealed. 
3. I n this Act , unless t he con tex t or subjec t -mat te r otherwise 

indicates or requ i res ,— 
" Jus t i ce " means jus t ice of the peace ; 
" M i n i s t e r " means the Secretary for L a n d s ; 
" Occupan t " means any person in lawful possession of land ; 
" Pub l i c g a t e " means a gate permi t ted by the Minis ter , and erected 

unde r section four of th is Ac t or unde r t he Ac t s hereby 
repea led ; and 

" Pub l i c road " means any road lawfully used by or dedicated to 
the publ ic , and any rou te wi th in t he m e a n i n g of section one 
h u n d r e d and n ine of t he Crown Lands Act , 1884. 

4. (1) The occupant of any lands t h r o u g h which an unfenced 
publ ic road passes, or the occupant or the . several occupants of any 
lands separated by an unfenced publ ic road, may apply to t he Minis ter 

I for 



for permission to place a gate , of form and wid th to be specified in 
such application, across such road a t a n y place where i t intersects any 
fence enclosing or bound ing any such lands . 

(2) The Minis te r , if lie approves of the proposed form, position, 
and wid th of t he ga te appl ied for, m a y publ i sh in t h e Gazet te and in 
some local newspaper not ice of his in ten t ion to g ran t permiss ion to the 
appl icant to erect such gate , and m a y gran t such permission. 

(3) The app l ican t may, after the expira t ion of one m o n t h 
f rom the publ icat ion of such notice, erect a ga te in accordance wi th 
his applicat ion, and shall pa in t and m a i n t a i n on such gate in legible 
characters , n o t less t h a n th ree inches in l eng th , the words " publ ic g a t e . " 

(4) The Minis te r m a y upon one m o n t h ' s not ice revoke a n d 
cancel t he permiss ion g ran ted for the erect ion of any such gate . 

5. (1) Whosoever hav ing opened or passed t h r o u g h any publ ic 
ga te fails immedia te ly to close t h e same shal l on convict ion before 
any jus t ice be liable to forfeit and pay t h e a m o u n t of t he in jury , if 
any, occasioned thereby, and in addi t ion there to , shal l be l iable to a 
pena l ty no t exceeding five pounds , a n d if it is proved t h a t t he ga te 
was open for any o ther purpose t h a n t h a t of passage a long t h e publ ic 
road, or was wilfully left open, t he offender shall on convict ion before 
any two jus t ices be l iable to forfeit a n d pay t h e a m o u n t of t h e said 
injury, and in addit ion the re to shal l be l iable to a pena l ty n o t exceeding 
t w e n t y pounds . 

(2) Whosoever breaks or injures such gate , or defaces, or 
a t t e m p t s to deface t h e words pa in ted thereon, shall on conviction 
before any jus t ice forfeit and pay t h e a m o u n t of t h e injury, if any, 
occasioned thereby, and in addi t ion there to shall be l iable to a pena l ty 
no t exceeding five pounds . 

(3) The a m o u n t of injury in any such case shal l be ascer ta ined 
and ad judged b y t h e jus t ice or jus t ices . 

6. A n y occupant w h o — 
(a) places or causes to be placed t h e words " p u b l i c g a t e " on any 

ga te not author ised u n d e r th is A c t ; or 
(b) in order to obta in t h e protect ion of this Act , pe rmi t s t h e 

words " publ ic ga te " to remain on any ga te no t au thor i sed 
b y th is Act , 

shall on convict ion be l iable to a pena l ty no t exceeding fifty pounds . 
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