
Act No. 17, 1899. 

An Act to consolidate the Acts re la t ing to the 
Registrat ion of Bir ths Deaths and Marriages. 
[20th November, 1899.] 

BE it enacted by the Queen's Most Excellent Majesty by and with 
the advice and consent of the Legislative Council and Legislative 

Assembly of New South Wales in Parliament assembled and by the 
authority of the same as follows : — 

PART I. 

Repeal and "Preliminary. 
1. This Act may he cited as the " Registration of Births Deaths 

and Marriages Act 1899 " and is divided into Parts as follows :— 
PART I.-—Repeal and Preliminary—ss. 1-3. 
PART II.—Establishment of Registry Offices and Districts— 

Appointment of Registrars—ss. 4-6. 
I 'ART III .—Duties of Registrar-General and District Regis­

trars—ss. 7-16. 
P A R T 



TART IV.—Transferred Clergy Returns—ss. 1 7 - 1 8 . 

PART V.—Provisions as to Registration of Births—ss. 1 9 - 2 0 . 

PART VI.—Provisions as to Registration of Deaths—ss. 2 7 - 3 0 . 

PART VII.—Registration of Ministers for celebrating Mar­
riages—ss. 3 1 - 3 0 . 

PART A rIII.—Penalties—ss. 3 7 - 4 2 . 

P A R T IX.—Clerical Fees—s. 43. 
2. (1) The Acts mentioned in the First Schedule to this Act 

are to the extent therein expressed hereby repealed. 
( 2 ) All persons appointed under the Acts hereby repealed 

and holding office at the time of the passing of this Act shall be deemed 
to have been appointed hereunder. 

( 3 ) The "General Registry for New South Wales" established 
under the Act nineteenth Victoria number thirty-four hereby repealed 
shall be deemed to have been established under this Act. 

(4) All registry districts proclaimed under the authority of 
any Act hereby repealed and existing at the time of the passing of this 
Act shall be deemed to have been proclaimed hereunder. 

( 5 ) All ministers of religion registered as ministers for cele­
brating marriages under the authority of any Act hereby repealed and 
continuing to be so registered at the time of the passing of this Act 
shall be deemed to have been registered hereunder. 

( 6 ) All regulations made under the authority of any Act 
hereby repealed and being in force at the time of the passing of this 
Act shall be deemed to have been made hereunder. 

(7) All books forms seals or stamps authorised to be used 
under any of the Acts hereby repealed and in use at the time of the 
passing of this Act shall be deemed to have been authorised hereunder. 

3. In this Act unless the context or subject-matter otherwise 
indicates or requires— 

" Paren t" means father or if he is dead or absent the mother or 
guardian. 

" Tenan t " means principal occupier for the time being of any 
dwelling-house or tenement and in the case of a gaol prison 
house of correction hospital lunatic asylum or other public 
or charitable institution the head officer or person in actual 
charge thereof. 

" Sea l" means any seal stamp or die caused to be made by the 
Registrar- General. 

" District registrar" means any district registrar or assistant district 
registrar. 

PART 



PART I I . 

Establishment of Registry Offices and Districts—Appointment of 
Registrars. 

4. (1) The Governor may establish by notice in the Gazette an 
office in the city of Sydney for registering all births marriages and 
deaths in New South Wales to be called the " General Registry for 
New South Wales." 

(2) The Governor may appoint a lit person to he Registrar-
General. 

5. For the purposes of this Act the Governor may by proclama­
tion in the Gazette from time to time alter as he thinks fit the existing 
division of New South Wales into registry districts but so that one 
of such registry districts shall be the registry district of Sydney. 

6. (1) The Governor may appoint such persons as he thinks fit 
to be district registrars and assistant district registrars For such districts 
respectively except for the district of Sydney. 

(2) The office of district registrar for the district of Sydney 
shall be vested in the Registrar-General. 

PART I I I . 

Powers and Duties of Registrar-General and District Registrars. 
7. The Registrar-General shall from time to time at the public 

expense furnish to every district registrar— 
(a) hooks for the registry of births marriages and deaths and 
(b) forms for certified copies of the entries in such books. 

8. (1) Every district registrar shall inform himself carefully of 
every birth marriage and death happening within his district and shall 
as soon as possible after the event without fee or reward register the 
same respectively and the particulars thereof in such books according 
to the respective forms contained therein or so furnished to him. 

(2) Every entry shall be made in order from the beginning 
to the end of the book and every such book shall be paged consecutively. 

9. Any district registrar may ask of any person married or 
about to be married the several particulars required to be registered 
touching any such marriage and of any person seeking to register any 
birth or death any of the particulars hereby required to be registered. 

10. (1) Every district registrar shall in the months of April 
July October and January in each year transmit to the General 
Registry copies of the registers of births marriages and deaths made 
in his office during the three months next preceding. 

(2) 



(2 ) All such copies shall he thereafter kept in the General 
Registry in such order and manner as the Registrar-General t h i n k s 
lit so that the same may be most readily seen and examined. 

11. (1) The Registrar-General shall cause the following indexes 
to be made and kept in the General Registry :— 

(a) indexes of the several district registries 
(b) indexes of his own register for the district of Sydney 
(c) one general index of all the births marriages and deaths in 

New South Wales. 
( 2 ) Every district registrar shall cause indexes of his 

register-books to be made and kept in his office. 
12. (1) Every person on payment of the fees specified in that 

behalf in the Second Schedule; hereto and giving in a written memo­
randum of the particular entry which he desires to find or search for 
shall be entitled— 

(a) at reasonable hours to be fixed by the regulations hereunder 
to search any of such indexes and also the several registers 
or books in which such entry appears to be and 

(b) to have a copy of any entry in any such book certified by the 
Registrar-General or district registrar as the case may be. 

13. The Registrar-General shall cause a seal or stamp to be 
made for the General Registry and for each district registry office and 
the Registrar-General and district registrars respectively shall sign and 
cause to be sealed or stamped therewith all certificates or certified 
copies given in their respective offices. 

14. The Registrar-General may subject to the approval of the 
Governor make regulations from time to time for the management of 
the General Registry and to be observed by the district registrars and 
such regulations when so approved shall be published in the Gazette 
and be thereupon as binding on all persons affected thereby as if they 
formed part of this Act. 

15. (1) The Registrar-General and every district registrar shall 
for the duties to be performed under this Act or the Marriage Act 
1899 receive the several fees specified in the Second Schedule hereto. 

(2) Subject to the provisions of the Audit Act 1898 all such 
fees shall be retained by such district registrars for their own use except 
the fees paid to the Registrar-General or in his office which shall ho 
accounted for and paid by him respectively to the Consolidated 
Revenue Fund. 

16. (1) Where an error is discovered to have been committed 
in the form or substance of any entry in the register of a birth 
marriage or death the person charged with the duty of making such 
entry shall not be liable to any penalty if within one month next 
after the discovery of the error he truly corrects the same by making 
signing and dating a new entry in the margin without altering the 
original entry. (2) 



(2) Every such correction shall he made— 
(a) in the case of a birth in the presence of the parent 
(b) in the case of a marriage in the presence of either of the 

parties 
(c) in the case of a death in the presence of the tenant or 
(d) in any of such cases respectively in the presence of the 

district registrar. 
(3) The district registrar shall make the like alteration in 

every certified copy of the register made after any such correction or 
if a certified copy has been already made shall make and deliver a 
separate certified copy of the original erroneous entry and of the new 
and correct marginal entry. 

PART IV. 
Transferred Clergy Returns. 

17. (1) The Registrar-General shall keep in the General 
Registry for New South Wales all returns of baptisms marriages and 
burials and all transcripts registers and records thereof and every index 
of or to the same which under the provisions contained in the Clergy 
Returns Transfer Act of 1878 were transferred to the Registrar-General. 

(2) The Registrar-General shall grant certificates or 
certified copies of such returns transcripts registers and records in 
like manner as under the several provisions of this Act applicable to 
registration of marriages births and deaths or incidental thereto or 
consequent thereon. 

18. (1) All certificates o r certified copies granted by the 
Registrar-General under this Part of this Act shall he of the same 
and the like force and effect t o all intents and purposes as certificates 
and certified copies of the registers of marriages births and deaths 
granted under other Parts of this Act. 

(2) The like fees shall be chargeable and paid for such 
certificates or copies respectively and for searches as are authorised 
by section fifteen of this Act and the Second Schedule hereto. 

PART 



PART V. 
Provisions as to Registration of Births. 

19. In each case of the birth of any child in New South Wales 
the parent shall within sixty days next thereafter inform the district 
registrar of such birth and of all the particulars concerning the same 
according to the forms of registration hereinbefore referred to. 

20. (1) After the expiration of sixty days following the birth 
of any child in New South Wales no district registrar shall register 
such birth unless— 

(a) some person present at the birth or 
(b) the parent 

makes within six months next after the birth a solemn declaration 
according to the best of his knowledge and belief of the particulars 
hereinbefore mentioned. 

(2) Upon such declaration being made the district registrar 
shall register the birth. 

(3) Every person or parent who states a wilful falsehood 
in such declaration shall be subject to the penalties of perjury. 

21. (1) In every case of the arrival in New South Wales of a 
child under the age of eighteen months born at sea or in any place 
out of New South Wales whose parents are about to take up their 
abode in New South Wales the district registrar shall upon a solemn 
declaration by the parent of the particulars so required as aforesaid 
register the birth. 

(2) Every parent who states a wilful falsehood in such 
declaration shall be subject to the penalties of perjury. 

22. (1) A district registrar shall not register the birth of any 
child after the expiration of six months 

(a) following such birth if in New South Wales or 
(b) after the arrival in New South Wales of the child if born at 

sea or out of New South Wales. 
( 2 ) No register or certified copy of a register of birth made 

contrary to this section shall be received in evidence to prove the birth 
of any child. 

23. (1) Where a name is duly given to a child at any time after 
the registration of its birth the parent shall within seven days after 
the giving of such name procure and deliver to the district registrar 
in whose custody the register of the birth of such child then happens 
to be a certificate according to the form in the Third Schedule hereto 
signed by the minister or other person who gave such name. 

(2) Such minister or other person shall deliver the said 
certificate whenever demanded on payment of the fee of one shilling. 

(3) 



(3) The district registrar upon receipt of such certificate 
shall without any erasure of the original entry forthwith make an 
additional entry in the register that such name was by baptism or 
otherwise duly given to the child. 

(4) The district registrar shall thereupon certify on the said 
certificate the additional entry so made. 

24. (1) All masters or commanders of British or colonial vessels 
shall on arrival in any port in New South Wales furnish to the health 
officer of the port or if there be no health officer to the chief officer of 
customs the particulars of every birth which has occurred on board 
such vessel while at sea according to the form in the Fourth Schedule 
hereto. 

(2) Such health officer or officer of customs shall supply to 
the master or commander of the vessel the said form on being required 
so to do. 

25. Nothing herein contained as to the compulsory registration 
of births shall extend to any child born before the first day of March 
one thousand eight hundred and fifty-six but the parent may require 
the birth to he registered under the like provisions as are herein 
contained as nearly as may be and the district registrar shall register 
the same accordingly. 

26. In case any new-born child is found exposed the chief or 
head constable of the district shall forthwith inform the district 
registrar thereof and of the place where such child was found. 

PART VI. 
Provisions as to Registration of Deaths. 

27. In each case of the death of any person in New South 
Wales the tenant of the house or place shall within thirty days next 
thereafter inform the district registrar of such death and of all the 
particulars concerning the same according to the forms of registration 
hereinbefore referred to. 

28. (1) All masters or commanders of British or colonial vessels 
shall on arrival in any port in New South Wales furnish to the health 
officer of the port or if there be no health officer to the chief officer of 
customs the particulars of every death which has occurred on board 
such vessel while at sea according to the form in the Fifth Schedule 
hereto. 

( 2 ) Such health officer or officer of customs shall supply 
to the master or commander of the vessel the said form on being 
required so to do. 

29. 



29. (1) In case any dead body is found exposed the coroner or 
if none such the nearest justice of the peace shall forthwith inform 
the district registrar thereof and of the place where such dead body 
was found. 

(2) Where an inquest or magisterial inquiry is held on any 
dead body the coroner or magistrate as the case may be shall notify to 
the district registrar the verdict of the jury or the opinion of such 
magistrate with all other particulars required to be registered concern­
ing the death and such registrar shall make the entry accordingly. 

30. (1) Every district registrar immediately upon registering 
any death or as soon thereafter as he is required so to do shall 
without fee or reward deliver to the undertaker or other person having 
charge of the funeral a certificate under his hand according to the 
form in the Sixth Schedule hereto that such death has been duly 
registered. 

( 2 ) Such certificate shall be delivered by such undertaker 
or other person to the minister or officiating person required to bury 
or perform any religious service for the burial. 

(3) If any dead body is buried for which no certificate has 
been so delivered the person who buries the same or performs any 
funeral or religious service for the burial or who in any other way 
disposes of the body shall forthwith give notice of the facts to the 
district registrar. 

(4) The coroner or magistrate holding an inquest or inquiry 
upon any dead body for which no certificate lias been delivered as 
aforesaid may order the body to be buried before registration and shall 
in such case give a certificate of his order in writing under his hand 
according to the form in the Seventh Schedule hereto to such under­
taker or other person having charge of the funeral. 

( 5 ) Every undertaker or other person who buries or otherwise 
disposes of any dead body shall forthwith cause to be transmitted to 
the district registrar a certificate thereof in the form or to the effect 
set forth in the Eighth Schedule hereto countersigned by two respect­
able householders. 

PART VI I . 
Registration of Minister's for celebrating Marriages. 

31. (1) The Registrar-General upon receiving from any minister 
of religion ordinarily officiating as such a requisition that he may be 
registered as a minister for celebrating marriages within New South 
Wales shall forthwith without fee or reward register the name of such 
minister with the particulars mentioned in subsection (3) in a register 
book to be kept by him expressly for that purpose. 

F ( 2 ) 



(2) Such requisition shall be in writing under the hand of 
the minister making the requisition or of the head of the denomination 
to which he belongs. 

(3) Such requisition shall specify the name religious de­
nomination designation and residence of the minister. 

32. Whenever any minister so registered ceases to reside in the 
registrar's district within which his registered or last registered resi­
dence was situated or is not properly designated by the name or 
description so registered he shall within three months next following 
cause his name and new residence or designation (as the case may be) 
to be registered anew with the Registrar-General or in default thereof 
such minister shall not be deemed registered within the meaning of 
the Marriage Act, 1899. 

33. The Registrar-General shall with in one month after receiving 
any requisition as aforesaid publish in the Gazette the name of and the 
particulars concerning every officiating minister registered by him. 

34. (1) The Registrar-General shall in the month of January 
in each year publish in the Gazette a list of the names of all ministers 
then duly registered in his office with their designations denominations 
and residences. 

(2) The registry districts within which such residences are 
situated shall be distinguished in the said list. 

(3) Every such annual list shall be evidence in all courts 
of justice that the persons therein named and no others were at the 
time of its publication ordinarily officiating and duly registered 
ministers of religion for the celebration of marriages. 

(4) Whenever the Registrar-General knows that any regis­
tered minister is dead or has left Now South Wales or resides in 
another district than the one within which he was last registered as 
residing or has ceased ordinarily to officiate as a minister he shall omit 
the name of such minister from the next annual list. 

35. The Registrar-General shall from time to time at the public 
expense furnish to every officiating minister so registered books for the 
registry of marriages. 

36. Any officiating minister may ask of any person married or 
about to be married the several particulars required to be registered 
touching any such marriage. 

PART 



PART V I I I . 
Penalties. 

37. Every person who— 
(a) refuses or neglects to give any notice or information required 

by this Act or 
(b) knowingly registers any birth or death contrary to the pro­

visions of this Act 
shall forfeit a sum not exceeding ten pounds. 

38. Every district registrar who refuses or without reasonable 
cause omits to register any birth marriage or death of which he has 
had due notice as aforesaid shall forfeit a sum not exceeding twenty 
pounds. 

39. Every person having the custody of any register book or 
certified copy thereof or any part thereof who negligently loses or 
injures the same or negligently allows the same to he injured whilst 
in his keeping shall forfeit a sum not exceeding twenty pounds. 

40. Every person who causes his name to be registered under 
this Act as an ordinarily officiating minister of religion he being at 
the time not such a minister and knowing himself not to be such 
shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanour and be liable to a fine not 
exceeding two hundred pounds or to imprisonment not exceeding two 
years. 

41. All fines forfeitures and penalties imposed by this Act 
shall unless otherwise provided he recovered before any two justices of 
the peace or police magistrate in a summary way upon the complaint 
of any person. 

42. All fines and penalties and all fees paid to the Registrar-
General under this Act shall be paid to the Consolidated Revenue 
Fund. 

PART IX. 
Clerical Fees. 

43. Nothing herein contained shall affect the right of any 
officiating Minister to receive the fees now usually paid for the per­
formance of any religious rite of baptism marriage or burial. 

SCHEDULES. 



SCHEDULES. 

F I R S T S C H E D U L E . 

Reference to Act. Title or short title. Extent of repeal. 

7 Vic. No . 16 ... 

19 Vic. No . 3 1 . . . 

42 Vic. No . 5 .. 

Regis t ra t ion of Deeds 

An Act for regis ter ing Bi r ths Dea ths and 
Mar r iages . 

The " Clergy Re tu rns Transfer Act of 1878." 

Sections 8, 10, and 
Schedule B, the un­
repealed por t ions ; 
Section 35 , the 
whole. 

The whole no t a lready 
repealed. 

The whole. 

S E C O N D S C H E D U L E . 

Every search in any Index (to he paid beforehand) . . . . . . F ive shill ings. 
Every certified copy of any en t ry (payable on delivery) . . . Two shillings. 
Every certified copy of any birth death or marr iage ... . . . Two shillings. 
Every marr iage per formed by reg i s t r a r . . . . . . ... . . . Twenty shillings. 
Every search for certificates of marriages bir ths bapt i sms or 

burials registered prior to the passing of the Act l9 Vic. 
N o . 3 1 .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . O n e shilling. 

Every copy of such las t -ment ioned certificate . . . . . . . . . One shilling. 

T H I R D S C H E D U L E . 

I A.B. of [ ] do hereby certify tha t I have this day baptised by 
the name of Thomas or that the name of Thomas ha th this day been given to] a male 
child produced to me by William Green as the son of William Green and Rebecca Green 
and declared by the said William Green to have been born at 
on the day of 18 

W i t n e s s my hand this day of 18 
Signature . 

F O U R T H 
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S I X T H S C H E D U L E . 
I A . B . r eg i s t ra r of b i r ths and deaths in the district of do 

hereby certify t h a t t he death of Robert Taylor was duly registered by mo on the 
day of 18 . 

Witness m y hand this day of 18 . 
(Signed) A . B . Dis t r ic t Registrar . 

S E V E N T H S C H E D U L E . 
I A . B . coroner for the distr ict of [or just ice of the peace of ] do 

hereby order the burial of the body now shown to the inques t ju ry [or to me] as the 
body of Thomas Jones. 

W i t n e s s my hand this day of 18 . 
A . B . Coroner 

or 
J . P . [as Hie case may be]. 

E I G H T H S C H E D U L E . 
I A . B . of unde r t ake r do hereby certify t h a t t he body of [C.D.] 

was on the day of 18 duly bur ied a t and in 
presence of the unders igned. 

W i t n e s s our hands this day of 18 . 
(Signed) A .B . U n d e r t ak e r . 

Countersigned) 
W . X . 
Y .Z . Householders . 


