Act No. 17, 1899,

geaananos - A Aet to consolidate the Acts relating to the
A Al Registration of Births Deaths and Marviages.
[20th November, 1899.]

E it enacted by the Queen’s ijost Exeellent Majesty by and with

the advice and consent of the Legislative Council and Legislative

Assembly of New South Wales in Parliament assembled and by the
authority of the same as follows :—

PART I
LRepeal vud Preliminary.
1. This Act may be cited as the © Registration of Births Deaths
and Marriages Act 1809 and is divided into Parts as follows :—

PART I.—Repeal and Preliminary—ss. 1-3.
PART IL.—Ztistablishmenl of Registry Offices and Districts—

Appointinent of Registrars—ss. 4-0.
PART III.—Dulies of Reyistrar-General and Dislrict Regis-

trars—ss. 7-10.

PART
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Registration of Births Dealhs aind Marriages.

PART IV.—Transferred Clergy Returns—ss. 17-18.
PART V.—Provisivies as to Registralion of Births—ss. 19-20.
PART VI.—Provisions as lo Registration of Deaths—ss. 27-30.
PART VIL—Registration of Ministers for celebrating Moi-
riages—ss. 31-360.
PART VIII.—Penalties—ss. 37-42.
PARYT IN.—Clerical I'ees—s. 13.
2. (1) The Acts mentioned in the First Schedule to this Act Reeed.
arce to the extent therein expressed hereby repealed.

(2) All persons appointed under the Aects hereby repealed Officers wnler
and holding office at the time ol the passing of this Act shall be deemed ™7™
to have heen appointed hereunder.

(3) The “General Registry for New South Wales” established Generd Registey
under the Act nincteenth Victoria number thirty-four heveby repealed e rrted Act
shall be deemed to have been established under this Act.

1) All vegistry districts proclaimed under the authority of Resisty districts
any Act hereby repealed and existing at the time of the passing of thg T et At
Act shall be decmed to have heen proclained hereunder.

(5) Al ministers ol religion registered as ministers for cele- Ministers for
hrating marriages under the ‘1uthont\ of any Act hereby repealed and ‘u‘]f“f:f(']':f'l’l’”(‘l”;(‘tgf*
continuing to he 5o registered at the time of the passing of this Act
shall be deemed to have been registered hereunder.

(6) All regulations made under the authority of any \ct Reauations under
hereby repealed and heing in foree ot the time of the passing of this "7 Ao
Act shall he deemed to have been made hereunder,

(1) All books forms scals or stamps authorised to he nsed Books, forms, &,
under any of the Aets hereby repealed and in use ab the time of he rrrakd Ads
passing of this Act shall be deemed to have been authorised heveunder.

3. In this Act unless the context or subject-matter otherwise Interpretation,

indicates or requlres~ éqlv(llc 1NX 31s 1.
chedule .
“ Parent” means father or if he is dead or absent the mother or
guardian.

“Tenant” means prineipal occupicer for the time being of any
dwelling-house or fenement and in the case of a L::\Ol prison
house of correction hospital lunatic asylum or other public
or charitable institution the head officer or person in actual
charge thereof.

“Beal” means any seal stamp or die caused to he made by the

tegistrar-General.

“ District registrar” means any distriet registray or assistant district
registrar.

PART



76

General registry
office.

19 Vie. No. 34 3, 2,

Registrar-General.

Registry districts,
Ibid. s, 3.

District vegistrars,
Thid. s. 4.

Rogistrar-General to
supply books and
forms.

Thid. 5. 8.

District registrar
to register.
Thid. =. 8.

District registrars
may make inguiries
regarding marviages,

Thid. 5. 17.

Retvrns to General
Registry.
IUid. s. 9.

Act No. 17, 1899.
Registration of Births Dealhs and Marr;((ig‘v»es.‘“

PART II.

Establishinent of Registry Offices und Districts—Appointment of
Registrars.

4, (1) The Governor may establish by notice in the Gazette an
office in the city of Syvdney for registering all births marriages and
deaths in New South Wales to he called the * General Registry for
New South Wales.”

(2) The Governor may appoint a {it person to be Registrar-
General.

5. 1'or the purposes of this Act the Governor may by proclama-
tion in the Gazette from time to time alter as he thinks fit the existing
division of New South Wales into registry districts but so that onc
of such registry districts shall be the 1‘00‘1\‘(1'\' district of Sydney.

6. (1) The Governor may appoint such persons as he thinks fit
to be district registrars and assistant district registrars for such districts
respectively except for the district of Sydney.

(2) The office of distriet re 01st1a1' for the district of Sydney
shall be vested in the Registrar-General.

PART IIT.
Powers aud Dities of Registrar-General and Districl Registrars.

7. The Registrar-General shall from time to time at the public
expense furnish to every district registrar—
(«) books for the 1(\01st1’y of Dirths m wriages and deaths and
(b/ forms for certified copies of the entries in such hooks.

8. (1) Every distriet registrar shall inform himself carefully of
every birth marriage and death happening within his district and shall
as soon as possible after the event without fee or reward register the
same respectively and the particulars thercof in such hooks according
to the respective forms contained therein or so furnished to him.

(2) Every entry shall be made in order from the beginning
to the end of the book and every such book shall be paged consecutively.

9. Any district registrar may ask of any person married or
about to be married the several particulars re qmrcd to be registered
touching any such marriage and of any person secking to 1eg1>ter any
birth or death any of the particulars hereby required to he registered.

10. (1) Every distviet registrar shall in the months of April
July October and January in cach year transmit to the General

G‘“lbtl’\’ copies of the registers of births marri ages and deaths made
in his oflice during the three months next prccedlng.
(2)
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Registration of Bzrtlzs Deaths (m(l ]I[mwages.

(2) All such copies shall be thercafter kept in the Goner‘ll
Registry in such order and manner as the Registrav-General thinks
fit so that the same may he most readily secen and examined.

11. (1) The Registrar-General shall eause the following indexes
to be made and kept in the General Registry :

(«) indexes of the several distriet registries
(0) indexes of his own register for the district of Sydney
(¢) one general index of A the births marriages and deaths in
New South Wales,
(2) Lvery district registrar shall cause indexes of  his
register-hooks to be made and kept in his office.

12. (1) Every person on payment of the fees specified in that
behalf in the Second Schedule hereto and giving in a written memo-
randum of the particular entry which he desires to find or searveh for
shall he entitled

(¢) at reasonable hours to be fixed by the regulations hercunder
to scarch any of such indexes and also the several registers
or hooks in which such entry appears to he and

(4) to have a copy of any entry in any such hook certified by the
Registrar-General or distriet registrar as the case may he.

138. The Registrar-General shall cause a seal or stamp to he
made for the General Registry and for cach districet vegistry office and
the Registrar-General and district registrars respectiv olv shall sign and
cause to be sealed or stamped therewith all certifie: ates or cortilied
copies given in their respective oflices.

14, The Registrar-Gienceral may subject to the approval of the

w7

CGreneral Registry
indexes.
19 Vie. No, 84 18,

District Registry
indexes.

Searches and copies.,

Seeond Sehedule.
1bid. s. 20,

Scals of oflice.
Thid. s, 10,

Regulations,
Ll

Governor make regulations from time to time for the management of Z%d. s. 6

the General Registry and to be observed by the district registrars and
such regulations when so approved shall be published in the Gazette
and be thercupon as binding on all persons affected thereby as if they
formed part of this Act.

156. (1) The Registrar-General and every distriet registrar shall
for the duties to he performed under this Act or the \Ialllaw(‘ Act
1899 receive the several fees specified in the Second Schedule liercto.

(2) Subject to the provisions of the Audit Aet 1898 all such
fees shall he retained by such distriet registrars for their own use except
the fees paid to the Registvar-General or in his office which shall be
accounted for and paid by him respectively to the Consolidated
Revenue Fund.

16. (1) Where an crror is discovered to have been committed
in the form or substance of any entry in the register of a hirth
marriage ov death the person dml'wod with the dut ty of making such
entry shall not he liable to any ])On‘dfv it within one month next
after the discovery of the ecrror e truly corrects the same by making

signing and d‘mnﬂ‘ a new entry in the margin without altu'mw the
01'1"'111&1 entry. (’)

Fees.
Second Schedule,
1bid. s. 7.

Correction of
accidental errors.
Thid, =. 31.
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(2) Every such correction shall be made—
(«) in the case of a birth in the presence of the parent
(0) in the case ol a marriage in the presence of cither of the
parties
{¢) in the case of a death v the presence of the tenant or
() in any of such cases respectively in the presence of the
district registrar,

(3) The district registrar shall make the like alteration in
every certified copy of the register made after any such correction or
il a certified copy has been already made shall make and deliver a
separate certified copy of the original erroneous entry and of the new
and correct marginal entry.

PART IV.
Trausferred Olerqgy Reluras.

17. (1) The Registrar-General  shall keep in the General
Registry for New South Wales all returns of baptisms marriages and
burials and all transeripts registers and records thercof and every index
of or to the same which under the provisions contained in the Clergy
Returns Transfer Act of 1878 were transferred to the Registrar-General.

(2) The Registrar-General shall grant certificates or
certified copies of such returns transevipts registers and records in
like manner as under the several provisions of this Act applicable to
registration of marriages bivths and deaths or incidental thereto or
conscquent thereon.

(1) All certificates or certified copies granted by the
degistrar-General under tlns Part of this Act shall be of the same
and the like force and effeet to all intents and purposes as certificates
and certified copies of tho registers of marriages bhirths and deaths
aranted under other Parts of this Act.

(2) The like fees shall be chargeable and paid for such
certificates or copies respectively and for searches as are authorised
by section fiftecn of this Act and the Sceond Schedule hercto.

PART
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Registration of Birlhs J)cuf/zs' wid Marriages.

PART V.
Provisions us lo Begistration of Births.

19. In cach case of the birth of any child in New South Wales Notiee of hisths,
the parvent shall within sixty days next theveafter inform the distriet 19 Vie No.3us 210
registrar of such birth and ol all the particulars concomin;y tllc same
according to the forms of rewistration hercinbefore referred

20. (1) After the expiration of sixty days 10110\\111” thc birth Liwit of time for
of any child in New South Wales no district 100*15‘(1':11' shall 1'0015101'“"‘“"“"“
such Dhirth unless— Lbid. 5. 22,

() some person present at the bhirth or
(0) the parent
makes within six months next after the birth a solemn declaration
according to the best of his knowledge and belief of the particulars
hereinhefore mentioned.
(2) Upon ruch declaration being made the district registrar
shall register the birth.
(3) Every person or parent who states a wilful falschood rewity.
in such declaration shall be subject to the penalties of perjury.

21l (1) In every case of the arrival in New South Wales of & Childron born out of
child under the age of cighteen months born at sea or in any place ‘Il}l‘d‘"“l;
out of New South Wales whose parents are about to take up their 7
abode in New South Wales the distriet registrar shall upon a solemn
declavation by the parent of the paitlculdh so required as aforesaid
register the bhivth.

(2) Every parent who states a wilful falseliood in sueh ronny.
declaration shall be subjeet to the penalties of perjury.

22. (1) A distriet registrar shall not register the birth of any Furtherlinit of time.
child after the expiration of six months 1hid. 5. 21,

(«) following such birth il' in New South Wales or
(0) after the arrival in New South Wales of the child if horn at
sea or out of New South Wales.
2) No register or certified copy of a register of hirth made
contrary to this section shall Le recetved in ev idence to prove the bivth
of any child.

28. (1) Where aname is duly given to a child at any time after Nuoue siven after
the registration of its birth the parent shall within seven days after pemtu ratinn of
the giving of such name procure and deliver to the distriet registrar
in wlmsc cmtodv the register of the birth of such child then lnpp(,ns
to be a certificate accordmg to the form in the Third Schedule hereto third sehedule.
signed by the minister or other person who gave such name. 1hid. =. 25.

(2) Such minister or other person shall deliver the said ¥ee payable.
certificate whenever demanded on payment ol the fee of one shilling.

(3)
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(3) The district registrar upon receipt of such certificate
shall without any erasure of the original entry forthwith make an
additional entry in the register that such name was by baptism or
otherwise duly given to the child.

(4) The district registrar shall thercupon certify on the said
certificate the additional entry so made.

24. (1) All masters or commanders of British or colonial vessels
shall on arrival in any port in New South Wales furnish to the health
officer of the port or if therc be no health officer to the chief officer of
customs the particulars of every birth which has occurred on board
such vessel while at sea aceording to the form in the Fourth Schedule
hereto.

(2) Such health officer or officer of customs shall supply to
the master or commander of the vessel the said form on being required
so to do.

25. Nothing hercin contained as to the compulsory registration
ol births shall extend to any child born before the first day of March
one thousand cight hundred and fifty-six but the parent may require
the birth to be registered under the like provisions as are herein
contained as nearly as may he and the district registrar shall register
the same accordingly.

26. In case any new-born child is found exposed the chief or
head constable of the distriet shall forthwith inform the district
registrar thereof and of the place where such child was found.

PART VI.
Provisions as to Registration of Deaths.

27. In cach case of the death of any person in New South
Wales the tenant of the house or place shall within thirty days next
thereafter inform the district registrar of such death and of all the
particulars concerning the same according to the forms of registration
hereinbefore referred to.

28. (1) All masters or commanders of British or colonial vessels
shall on arrival in any port in New South Wales furnish to the health
officer of the port or if there he no health officer to the chief officer of
customs the particulars of every death which has occurred on board
such vessel while at sea according to the form in the Fifth Schedule
hercto.

(2) Such health oflicer or officer of customs shall supply
to the master or commander of the vessel the said form on being

required so to do.
29.
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29. (1) In case any dead hody is found exposed the coroner or Finding of hody.
if none such the nearest justice of the peace shall forthwith inform 19 Vie. No. 3¢ s. 28.
the district registrar thereof and of the place where such dead body
was found.

(2) Where an inquest or magisterial inquiry is held on any Notice of inques.
dead body the coroner or magistrate as the case may be shall notify to
the district rewistrar the verdiet of the jury or the opinion of such
magistrate with all other particulars required to be registered concern-
ing the death and such registrar shall make the entry accordingly.

30. (1) Every distriet registrar immediately upon registering certificates of deaths
any death or as soon thereafter as he is required so to do shall and burinks
without fee or reward deliver to the undertaker or other person having Sixth Schedule.

. . . Tbid. s. 29.
charge of the funeral a certificate under his hand according to the
form in the Sixth Schedule hercto that such death has been duly
registered.

(2) Such certificate shall be delivered by sueh undertaker
or other person to the minister or officiating person required to bury
or perform any religious serviee for the hurial.

(3) If any dead hody is buried for which no certificate has
been so delivered the person who buries the same or performs any
funcral or religious service for the burial or who in any other way
disposes of the body shall forthwith give notice of the facts to the
district registrar,

(4) The coroner or magistrate holdingan inquest or inguiry seventh Seheduie.
upon any dead body for which no certificate has been delivered as
aloresaid may order the hody to he huried before registration and shall
in such case give a certificate of his order in writing under his hand
according to the form in the Seventh Schedule hereto to such under-
taker or other person having charge of the funeral.

(5) Lvery undertaker or other person who buries or otherwise Eighth Seliedule.,
disposes of any dead body shall forthwith cause to he transmitted to
the distriet registrar a certificate thereot in the form or to the elfect
set forth in the Bighth Schedule hercto countersigned by two respect-
able hiouscholders,

PART VII.
LRegistralion of inisters for celebraling Muriiayes.

31. (1) The Registrar-General upon receiving from any minister Registration of
of relivion ordinarily officiating as sueh a requisition that he may he mivistersof religion.
registered as a minister for celebrating marringes within New South 1bid. 5. 11.
Wales shall forthwith without fee or reward register the name of such
minister with the particulars mentioned in subseetion (3) in a register
book to be kept by him expressly for that purpose.

r (2)
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(2) Such 1'0quisition shall Dbe in writing under the hand of
the minister making the requisition or of the head ol the denomination
to which he belongs.

(3) Such requisition shall speeify the name religious de-
nomination designation and residence of the minister.

Changes of winisters’ 32, Whenever any minister so registered ceases to reside in the
’1‘9‘\(};’“;0 o1 o Yegistrar’s district w ithin which his 1e«r1~tcrcd or last registered vesi-
dence was sitwated or is not properly designated by the name or
deseription so registered he shall within three months next following
cause his name and new residence or designation (as the case may be)
to he registered anew with the Registrar-General or in default thercof
such minister shall not he deemed registered within the meaning of

the Marriage Act, 1899,
Publication of 33. TheRegistrar-General shallwithin one month after receiving
T M any requisition as “aforesaid publish in the Gazette the name of and the

1bid. 5. 13,

partlculms concerning every officiating minister registered by him.
Anmnual list of names, 84. (1) The Registrar-General shall in the month of January
Thid. s. 14 in cach year publish in the Gazette a list of the names of all ministers

then duly registered in his office with their designations denominations
and residences,

(2) The registry distriets within which suel: residences are
situated shall be distinguished in the said list.

List to be evidence. (3) Lvery such annual list shall be evidence in all courts
of justice that the persons therein named and no others were at the
time of its publication ordinarily officiating and duly registered
ministers of religion for the celebration of marriages.

When naties to be (1) Whenever the Registrar-General knows that any regis-

o s 15 tered minister is dead or has left New South Wales or resides in

. 8 . . . . . . .
another district than the one within which he was last registered as
residing or has ceased ordinarily to officiate as a minister he shall omit
the name of such minister from the next annual list.

Registrar-Cieneral to 85. The Registrar-General shall from tine to time at the public

furnish books. . . o v e
expense furnish to every officiating minister so registered hooks for the

10id. = 8. ! L ]
registry ol marriages,

Minister may n{:_lkc 36. Any ofliciating minister may ask of any person married or

TNYUIres regar i

marsinges O E - about to be married the several palt]cuhu 1(,«11111((1 to be registered

Tbid. 5. 17. touching any such marriage.

PART
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PART VIII.

Lenalties.
87. Iivery person who— Nogleet to give
(¢} refuses or negleets to give any notice or information required M or nformation.
])y this Act or 19 Vie, No. 315, 32,
(7)) knowingly registers any birth or death contrary to the pro-
visions of this Act
shall forfeit a sum not exceeding ten pounds.

88. Lvery district registrar who refuses or without reasonable District registrar
causc omits to register any birth marriage or death of which he has If,l,‘i",‘i(‘l” onutting
had due notice as aforesaid shall forfeit a sum not execeding twenty 727, < s3.
pounds.

89. Livery person having the custody of any register book or Losing or injuring
cerlified copy thereof or any part thercof who negligently loses op Fster book, &e.
injures the same or neglicently allows the same to be injured whilst LV s
in his keeping shall forfeit a sum not exceeding twenty pounds.

40. Livery person who causes his name to be registered under Persons pretending
this Act as an ordinarily officiating minister of relicion e being at 't
the time not such a minister and knowing himself not to be such
shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanour and be liable to a fine not
execeding two hundred pounds or to imprisonment not exceeding two
years.

Lhid. s 16.

41. All fines forfeitures and penalties imposed by this Act Reovery of
shall unless otherwise provided he recovered hefore any two justices of ]M”['“'
the peace or police magistrate in a summary way upon the complaint ~ ™™
ol any person.

42. All fines and penalties and all fees paid to the Registrar- Application of
General under this Act shall be paid to the Consolidated Revenue 11,221111t1l37
TFund. R

-

PART IX.
Clerical Iees.

43. Nothing hervein comtained shall afleet the rvight of any Clevieal fees not
officiating Minister to receive the fees now usually paid for the per- 'I';“_;';“l"';f:'
. - .. . N . . . id. s, 30,
formance of any religious rite of baptism marriage or hurial.

SCHEDULES.
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Sec. 2 (1).
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7 Vie. No. 16,

Schedule B 15, 16.

See. 24 (1),
1hid. Schedule €,
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SCHEDULES.

FIRST SCHEDULE

]
Reference to Act. Title or short title. ‘ Extent of rvepeal.
t
7 Vie, No. 16 ...} Registration of Deeds ...| Sections 8, 10, and
‘ ‘ Schedule B, the un-
i repcaled portions;
Section 35, the
whole.
19 Vie. No. 34 ... An Act for registering Births Deaths and The whole not already
Marriages. repealed.

42 Vie. No. 5 .., The “Clergy Returns Transfer Aet of 1878 The whole.

SECOND SCHEDULE.

Every search in any Index (to be paid beforchand) ... ... Five shillings.
Fvery certified copy of any entry (payable on delivery) ... Two shillings.
Every certified copy of any birth death or marriage .. ... Two shillings.
Tvery marriage performed by registrar.. ... Twenty shillings.

Every search h)l certificates of marriages bll‘thﬂ baplisms or
burials registered prior to the passing of the Act 19 Vie.

No. 34 . «ee One shilling.
ivery copy of such Jast-mentioned certificate . ... One shilling,

THIRD SCHEDULE.

T AD. of | 1 do hereby certify that T have this day baptisced by
the name of Themas or that the name of Thomas hath this day been given to] a male
child produced to me by William Green as the son of William Green and Rebeeca Green
and deelared by the said Hlliam Gicen to have been born at
on the day of 18

Witness my hand this day of 18
Nignature.

FOURTH
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See. 30 (1), 19 Vie.

19 Vie. No. 34,
Schedule ¥

See. 30 (4).
Ibid. Schedule G.

See. 30 (5).
Ibid, Schiedule I,

Act No. 18, 1899.
Landlord and Tenant.

SIXTHI SCHEDULE.

T A.B. registrar of births and deaths in the district of do
hereby certify that the death of Robert Taylor was duly registered by me on the
day of 18
Witness my hanl this day of 18

(Signed) A.B. Distriet Registrar.

SEVENTII SCHEDULE.

T A.B. coroner for the district of or justice of the peace of 7 do
hereby order the burial of the body now shown to the inquest jury [or to me] as the
body of Zhomas Jones.

Witness my hand this day of 18

A.J3. Coroner
or
J.P. [as the case may be).

EIGIITH SCHEDULE.

I A.B. of undertaker do hereby eertify that the body of [C.D.]
was on the dav of 18 duly buried at and in
presence of the undersigned.

Witness our hands this day of 18

(Signed) A.B. Undertaker.

(Countersigned)
hire
g}i\ } ouseholders.




