
Act No. 8, 1897. 
An Act to regulate t rusts of land for public pur

poses ; to amend the law wi th respect to the 
reservation and dedication of Crown Lands, 
and the resumption and exchange of land so 
reserved or dedica ted ; and for purposes in
cidental to the above objects. [19th July, 
1897.] 

BE it enacted by the Queen ' s Most Exce l l en t Majesty, by and w i t h 
t he advice a n d consent of the Legis la t ive Counci l and Legis la t ive 

Assembly of New South Wales in Pa r l i amen t assembled, and by t h e 
au thor i ty of the same, as follows :—• 

1. The Governor shall be deemed to have had and shall have 
power to appoint , by not ice in t he Gazet te , t rus tees of land temporar i ly 
reserved from sale unde r section one hund red and one of t h e Crown 
Lands A c t of 1884, or otherwise, or unde r a n y enac tmen t repealed by 
t h a t Act , and to remove any t rus tees so appointed, and till a n y 
vacancies occurr ing b y reason of such removal or b y death or resigna
tion, and to m a k e rules and regula t ions for the m a n a g e m e n t and 
control of such lands , and impose in those rules and regula t ions a n y 
pena l ty no t exceeding t e n pounds for any breach of t h e same. 

2. (I) The Governor m a y , by not ice in t h e Gazet te , appo in t a 
corporate body as t rus tees of land set apar t , dedicated, or reserved 
( temporar i ly or otherwise) for any publ ic purpose before or after t he 
day on wh ich th is A c t takes effect, and m a y g r a n t to or vest t h e said 
land in such corporate body as aforesaid, and may , in l ike m a n n e r , 
appoin t t he council for t h e t i m e be ing of a munic ipa l i ty as t rus tees of 
such land as aforesaid, whe ther the land bo wi th in or w i t h o u t t h e 
boundar ies of t he munic ipa l i ty , and m a y g ran t to or vest t h e said land 
in such council as aforesaid ; b u t t he counci l of a munic ipa l i ty shal l no t 
be appointed t rus tees of land si tuate ei ther wholly or in p a r t w i t h i n 
t h e boundar ies of ano ther munic ipa l i ty . 

(II) N o appo in tmen t of t rus tees of such land as aforesaid, 
and no acts or th ings done by such t rustees , shall be deemed to have 
been or to be inval id or un lawful by reason only t h a t t he t rus tees so 
appointed were a corporate body, or were t he Council of a Munic ipa l i ty . 

3 . W h e r e l and has , before or after t he day on which this Act-
t akes effect, been set apar t , dedicated, or reserved for any publ ic 
purpose , u n d e r any Act , t h e Governor m a y by not ice in t he Gazet te , 

and 



a n d w i t h o u t any deed, g ran t , or o ther assurance , vest the l and in t h e 
t rus tees for such estate, and wi th such powers and subject to such 
l imi ta t ions and conditions as he m a y t h i n k fit. 

4. T h e Governor m a y , b y not ice in t he Gazet te , appoin t addi t ional 
t rustees of a n y pub l i c pa rk or of a n y lands set apa r t or dedicated for 
a n y o the r publ ic purpose , or reserved temporar i ly or otherwise, before 
or after t h e day on which th is Ac t takes effect, whe the r t h e l and is or 
is no t vested in t rus tees , and w h e t h e r t he n u m b e r of t rus tees is greater 
t h a n , equa l to , or less t h a n the n u m b e r of t rustees originally appoin ted 
or authorised to be appoin ted by the s ta tu te , document , or notice 
crea t ing or author is ing the creat ion of t he t r u s t ; and m a y g ran t to , or 
by not ice in t he Gazet te vest in, the t rus tees so appointed such es ta te 
or interest in t he lands as he may t h i n k fit. 

I n t he case of t rus t s exis t ing a t t he commencemen t of this A c t 
t h e power hereby conferred on t h e Governor shall no t be exercised 
beyond the appo in tmen t of one such t rus tee if t h e major i ty of t h e 
exis t ing t rus tees shall object in wr i t ing to such addit ional appo in tmen t . 

The Governor m a y also, by not ice as aforesaid, r emove a n y 
t rus tees of a n y such lands w ho desire to be discharged from or refuse 
or become unfit or incapable to act in t h e t rus t s , or who shal l reside out 
of t h e Colony, or who in case of a t rus t for a n y local purpose shall 
reside ou t of t he locality in which the t ru s t lands are s i tuated, and fill 
any vacancies which may occur by reason of such removal or by dea th 
or res ignat ion. The removal of any t rus tee shall divest t he t rus tee so 
removed of any estate in t he land subject to t h e t rus t : 

Provided a lways t h a t in any t ru s t created after t h e commence 
m e n t of th is A c t the to ta l n u m b e r of t rus tees shall not exceed seven. 

5. The t rus tees of lands set apar t , dedicated, or reserved as 
aforesaid, or of any publ ic park , a n d the t rus tees or o ther persons 
hav ing t h e control a n d m a n a g e m e n t of land held unde r t r u s t for 
schools of ar ts , mechan ic ins t i tu tes , hospitals, a n d other ins t i tu t ions 
receiving aid from t h e Consolidated R e v e n u e F u n d , shall , a t such 
t imes as t h e Minis ter m a y direct , repor t to t he Minis te r upon t h e 
adminis t ra t ion of t he t r u s t or ins t i tu t ion , and upon such ma t t e r s in 
connect ion the rewi th as t he Minis ter m a y from t ime to t ime specify, 
and shall if requi red furnish h i m wi th a s t a tement of revenue received 
and expendi tu re m a d e du r ing such period as he m a y specify. 

6. Such t rus tees a n d persons as aforesaid, the i r se rvants and 
agen ts , shall permi t any person authorised in t h a t behalf by t h e 
Minis ter to inspect any books and documen t s and to aud i t any 
accounts r e la t ing to t he t rus t or i n s t i t u t i o n ; and whosoever obst ructs 
any person in t he exercise of t h e powers conferred by th is section 
shal l be l iable to a pena l ty not exceeding twen ty pounds . 

7. 



7. The powers conferred by section one hund red and five of t he 
Crown L a n d s Ac t of 1884, in respect of any land dedicated or reserved 
m a y be exercised, and shal l be deemed to have been exercisable in 
respect of t he whole or any par t of the land dedicated or reserved. 

8. I t shall be lawful, unde r section one hund red and four of 
t h e Crown Lands A c t of 1881 , to reserve or dedicate land appropr ia ted 
or r esumed for any publ ic purpose a n d vested in some Minis te r of the 
Crown on behalf of H e r Majesty unde r t he au thor i ty of a n y s ta tu te , 
or acquired by the Crown by gift or o the rwi se ; and no reservat ion 
or dedication made , or pu rpo r t i ng to have been made , before the 
day on which th is Ac t takes effect in pu r suance of t h e powers in any 
s t a tu t e shall be inval id by reason only t h a t t he land reserved or 
dedicated had been appropr ia ted , resumed, vested, acquired, or given 
as aforesaid. 

9. I t shal l be lawful for t he Minister , or any person author ised 
by h im, to en te r a t a n y t ime upon land dedicated or reserved for a n y 
public purpose and inspect t he same, a n d whosoever obs t ruc ts t h e 
Min is te r or any such author ised person in t h e performance of any d u t y 
connected wi th such inspection shal l be liable to a pena l ty not exceeding 
t w e n t y pounds . 

1 0 . A n y penal t ies imposed by th is A c t may be recovered before 
a police or s t ipendiary magis t ra te , or any two just ices of t h e peace in 
pe t ty sessions. 

1 1 . I n th is A c t — 
" Governor" means t he Governor wi th t h e advice of t he Execu t ive 

Counci l . 
" Min i s t e r " means the Min i s te r adminis te r ing t h e A c t u n d e r 

which t h e t ru s t in quest ion was created, or t he Minis ter 
adminis te r ing the D e p a r t m e n t to which , for adminis t ra t ive 
purposes, control of t he t r u s t is a t tached. 

" P u b l i c pu rpose" has the mean ing given to t h a t expression in 
t he Crown Lands A c t of 1881. 

12 . This Act may be cited as the " Pub l i c Trus t s Act , 1897 . " 

Act 


