
No. IX. 
A n Act to a m e n d an Act to establish a sys tem 

of Boarding-out Children. [10th Septem­
ber, 1896.] 

BE i t enacted by the Queen ' s Mos t Exce l l en t Majes ty , by and wi th 
t h e advice a n d consent of t h e Legis la t ive Council a n d Legis la t ive 

Assembly of N e w Sou th W a l e s in Pa r l i amen t assembled, and by t h e 
a u t h o r i t y of t h e same, as follows :— 

1. The age a t which chi ldren are re ta ined under the provisions 
of t h e P r inc ipa l Ac t shal l be ex tended to fourteen years at t h e discret ion 
of t h e board. 

2. I t shall be lawful for t he Governor to f rame regula t ions from 
t i m e to t i m e — 

(I) e x e m p t i n g any boarded-out child from apprent icesh ip and 
ex tend ing the t ime for a period not exceeding th ree years 
du r ing which such child m a y be ma in ta ined ; 

(II) prescr ibing t h e t e rms and conditions of indentures of 
apprent iceship of boarded-out children, w i th power to t ransfer 
such apprent ices or to cancel the i r inden tures in case of ill-
t r e a t m e n t of t he children, or for o ther sufficient cause ; 

(III) au thor i s ing t h e board to deduct from p a y m e n t s due to 
apprent ices in t he event of m i s c o n d u c t ; 

(IV) defining t h e mode of procedure for t h e recovery of wages due 
to appren t i ces ; 

(V) and general ly for t h e purpose of enab l ing t he board to car ry 
out t he objects of t he Pr incipal A c t and of this Ac t in r ega rd 
to apprent iced chi ldren. 

A n d all such regula t ions , upon publ icat ion in t h e Gazette, shall so far 
as t he same arc no t inconsis tent wi th t h e provisions of th i s or t he 
Pr inc ipa l Act , have t h e full force of law, and shall be laid before 
Pa r l i amen t wi th in fourteen days after t h e m a k i n g thereof, if P a r l i a m e n t 
be then in session, and if not , w i th in four teen days after t he com­
m e n c e m e n t of t he t h e n n e x t ensuing session of P a r l i a m e n t . 
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3. The board shal l have power to visit and inspect all ch i ldren 
for two years after the i r official period of hoarding-out or apprent ice­
ship shall have te rmina ted . 

4. I f any person shal l direct ly or indirect ly wi thdraw from, or 
counsel, or induce a n y apprent ice to abscond from the person to w h o m 
such apprent ice is inden tured before t h e expirat ion of his t e r m of 
appren t icesh ip , or k n o w i n g any apprent ice to have so w i thd rawn or to 
have so absconded shall ha rbour or conceal such apprent ice or p reven t 
h im from r e t u r n i n g to the person to w h o m h e was apprent iced or to 
t h e place of his original detention (as t h e case m a y be) such person 
shal l be liable for any such offence to a pena l ty n o t exceeding t w e n t y 
pounds, or to be imprisoned wi th or wi thou t hard labour for any t e r m 
n o t exceeding two m o n t h s . 

5. I t shall be lawful for any just ice of t he peace to issue a 
w a r r a n t for t h e ar res t of any apprent ice or boarded-out or adopted 
child who m a y have absconded or been illegally removed by pa ren t s or 
other persons from t h e control of the legal guard ian unde r t h e 
provisions of this or t he Pr inc ipa l Act . 

6. Al l moneys and other p roper ty to which chi ldren boarded-
out, adopted, or apprent iced shall be ent i t led shall be placed to a 
separate fund, and shall be unde r the control of the board for t he 
benefit and ma in t enance of such chi ldren. 

7. A t t h e discretion of t he board paren t s on t h e restorat ion of 
their chi ldren may be compelled to pay t h e va lue of the i r outfits. 

8. I t shal l be lawful for t h e board to deduct from t h e p a y m e n t s 
due to t h e guard ians such amoun t s as m a y be deemed equiva len t to t h e 
loss occasioned by the i r neglec t to keep outfits u p to regula t ion s tandard . 

9. W h e n e v e r a child is sur rendered by his pa ren t s for adopt ion 
such paren t s shall have no further control over such child, except b y 
t h e consent of t h e board. 

10. I t shall be lawful for t he board if it shal l t h i n k lit to board-
out to deserving widows and deserted wives thei r own chi ldren under 
t he provisions of t he Pr inc ipa l Act , b u t in t he la t te r class of cases 
only by a n u n a n i m o u s vote of a mee t ing of t he board and with t he 
approval of t h e Colonial Secretary. 

1 1 . I t shall be lawful for the board to place invalid or sick 
chi ldren unde r i ts control in cot tage homes in approved localities, and 
to m a k e the necessary regula t ions for thei r m a n a g e m e n t . 

12. The board shal l in the n a m e of i ts boarding-out officer 
have power to ins t i tu te legal proceedings agains t all pa ren t s for moneys 
expended in the ma in tenance of their chi ldren when satisfied t h a t t hey 
arc in a position to pay for such ma in tenance . 

13 . The board may in t he n a m e of t he boarding-out officer 
ins t i tu te legal proceedings aga ins t t he parents of i l legi t imate chi ldren 
for the recovery of ma in tenance money ; t he father and t h e mother to 
be liable joint ly or severally. 

14. E v e r y person offending agains t any of t h e provisions of th i s 
Ac t m a y be prosecuted, and every pena l ty or pun ishment incurred 
the reunde r m a y be imposed before and by any st ipendiary or police 
magis t ra te or any two just ices in a s u m m a r y way u p o n the compla in t 
of any constable or o ther person author ised by t h e board. 

15. This A c t may be cited as t he " State Chi ldren Relief A c t of 
1890 , " and shall be const rued as one wi th the State Chi ldren Relief 
Ac t of 1881 . The words " Pr inc ipa l A c t " shall be held to mean the 
Act forty-fourth Victoria n u m b e r twenty-four , and the expression 
" a p p r e n t i c e " shal l be held to m e a n any boarded-out child unde r 
articles of indenture 1 under the provisions of th is or t he Pr inc ipa l Ac t . 
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