
No. XXIV. 
An Act to establish a System of boarding-out 

Children. [5th April, 1881.] 

BE it enacted b y t h e Queen ' s Most Exce l len t Majesty by and w i t h 
t h e advice and consent of t he Legislat ive Council and Legislat ive 

Assembly of N e w South Wales in Pa r l i amen t assembled and by the 
a u t h o r i t y of t h e same as follows :— 

1. I t shal l be lawful for t h e Governor to appoin t one or more 
persons unde r t h e t i t le of " B o a r d i n g - o u t Officer" to car ry out t h e 
provisions of th i s Act . 

2. I t shall be lawful for a Boarding-out Officer a n d ho is 
hereby author ized and requi red whenever so directed to remove any 
Sta te child from an A s y l u m and to cause h i m to be boarded-out in t he 
house of some person licensed as hereinaf ter provided for a n y period 
no t ex t end ing (except in special cases to be approved of b y t he 
Colonial Secretary) beyond the t ime w h e n such child shall a t t a in t he 
age of twelve years . 

3. A Boarding-out Officer whenever so directed by the Colonial 
Secretary m a y remove any child from a Reformatory School and cause 
h i m to be boarded-out in t h e house of a person licensed under this 
A c t for a n y period no t ex tend ing beyond the t e r m of de tent ion of such 
child b u t subject to t h e conditions and direct ions to be prescribed by 
t h e Regu la t ions . 

4. A Board unde r t h e n a m e of " The Sta te Chi ldren ' s Relief 
Board " to be composed of no t more t h a n n ine persons shall as soon 
as convenient ly pract icable after t h e passing of this A c t be appointed 
by t h e Governor which Board shall in all ma t te r s apper ta in ing to t he 
board ing-out of Sta te chi ldren u n d e r th is Ac t b u t subject to the 
direction of the Colonial Secretary be t h e A u t h o r i t y to direct the 
remova l of such ch i ld ren—to issue licenses for t he recept ion of 
Sta te chi ldren as boarders—to apprent ice a n y child so boarded-out at 
or before t h e end of his t e r m of residence to any person approved by 
such Board for a n y period not exceeding live years—to approve of 
persons app ly ing to adopt S ta te chi ldren and to a r range t h e t e rms of 
such adopt ion—and to direct t he restorat ion of any child to his paren t 
or guard ian on such t e rms as they m a y t h i n k proper . 

5. The Pres iden t of the Board shall be appointed by the 
Governor a n d shal l preside a t all meet ings of t he Board b u t in his 
absence t h e Board shall appoin t one of the i r own n u m b e r to be Vice-
Pres ident Three Member s shall cons t i tu te a q u o r u m . 

6. I t shall be lawful for t h e Governor to frame Regulation!: 
from t ime to t i m e — 

(1.) E x e m p t i n g any Sta te chi ld from liabili ty to be boarded-out 
(2.) P rov id ing for and prescr ib ing the mode of removal and of 

free carr iage on all Gove rnmen t Rai lways of S ta te chi ldren 
toge the r wi th the i r a t t endan t s and of free access to and from 
Pub l i c Schools by such rai lways 

(3.) Presc r ib ing the t e rms and conditions of issuing licenses to 
persons desirous of receiving Sta te chi ldren as boarders 

( I . ) P rov id ing for t he vis i ta t ion and inspection of S ta te children 
boarded-out 

(5.) Prescr ib ing the t e rms and conditions upon which Sta te 
chi ldren may he adopted by fit persons 

(6.) 



(6.) Presc r ib ing t h e person or persons by w h o m and in whose 
n a m e Sta te chi ldren m a y be apprent iced and the condit ions of 
inden tures for such apprent iceship 

( 7 . ) Prescr ib ing the mode of conduc t ing t h e business of t he Board 
a t all mee t ings thereof 

(8.) Dec lar ing t he dut ies of Board ing-out Officers and the i r relat ion 
to t h e said Board 

(9.) Defining t h e k i t or outfit wi th which each chi ld to bo 
boarded-out shall be supplied before removal for t h a t purpose 

(10.) Prov id ing for t h e a t t endance of all such chi ldren a t some 
Pub l i c School whenever prac t icable 

(11.) P rov id ing for t h e p u n i s h m e n t of chi ldren in accordance 
w i t h section e ight of this A c t 

(12.) Prov id ing for medical a t t endance to any such child be ing 
ill or h a v i n g m e t w i t h an accident and for t h e bur ia l of any 
such chi ld w h o shal l have died 

(13.) P rov id ing for t h e a t t endance a t some place of worship of 
al l S ta te ch i ldren and general ly for the i r mora l t r a in ing a n d 
discipline while boarded-out 

(14.) Prescr ib ing t h e mode t i m e and place of p a y m e n t for t h e 
m a i n t e n a n c e of chi ldren boarded-out to t h e persons wi th 
w h o m they a re so boarded Appo in t ing t h e t e r m s and con­
dit ions subjec t to which State chi ldren m a y be adopted 

(15.) Prescr ib ing t h e mode t ime place and guaran tee of p a y m e n t 
for ma in t enance of chi ldren admi t t ed in to asy lums as State 
ch i ldren and af terwards boarded out according to t h e provi­
sions of th i s A c t b u t whose parents are able in whole or in 
p a r t to defray t h e cost of such ma in t enance 

(16.) A n d general ly for ca r ry ing out t he purposes of th i s A c t in 
all ma t t e r s of detail wha tsoever 

A n d al l such regula t ions upon publ ica t ion in t he Gazette shall have 
t h e full force of l aw and shall be laid before Pa r l i amen t wi th in four teen 
days after t h e m a k i n g thereof if P a r l i a m e n t be t h e n in Session a n d 
if n o t wi th in fourteen days after t h e commencemen t of t h e t h e n n e x t 
ensu ing Session of Pa r l i amen t . 

7 . I f any person ill-uses or neglects to per form his du ty towards 
a n y child boarded-out wi th such person or violates any regu la t ion 
concern ing such child such person shall be l iable to a pena l ty no t 
exceeding t e n pounds or to be impr isoned w i t h or w i t h o u t ha rd 
labour for a n y t e r m no t exceeding two m o n t h s . 

8. If a n y child boarded-out u n d e r t h e au tho r i t y of th is A c t 
absconds from t h e person w i t h w h o m h e is p laced or refuses a t t h e 
end of his t e r m of board ing-out b u t before t h e end of his t e r m of 
de ten t ion (if any) to r e t u r n to his original place of de ten t ion such 
child shall be l iable to be whipped (if a male) w i t h a b i rch rod or cane 
a n d (whe ther male or female) to t h e p u n i s h m e n t of b read a n d wa te r 
in accordance wi th t h e directions conta ined in t h e Regula t ions . 

9. I f any person shall d i rect ly or ind i rec t ly w i thd raw from or 
counsel or induce a n y child boarded-out to abscond from the person 
wi th w h o m such chi ld is boarded-out before t h e expirat ion of his t e r m 
of board ing-out or knowing any child to have been so w i t h d r a w n or 
to have so absconded shal l ha rbour or conceal such child or p r even t 
h i m from r e t u r n i n g to t he person wi th w h o m he was boarded-ou t or 
to t h e place of his or iginal de tent ion (as t h e case m a y be) such person 
shal l be l iable for any such offence to a penal ty no t exceeding twenty 
pounds or to be impr i soned wi th or w i thou t h a r d labour for a n y t e rm 
no t exceeding two m o n t h s . 

10. The expenses incur red in respect of ch i ldren boarded-out 
unde r th i s A c t a n d the necessary cu r r en t e x p e n d i t u r e incur red by the 

Board 



Board shall he defrayed from such moneys as Pa r l i amen t shall 
appropr ia te for t h a t purpose Provided t h a t if the re shall he no such 
moneys available such expenses shal l be defrayed out of t h e Consolidated 
Revenue F u n d by w a r r a n t u n d e r t he h a n d of t h e Governor directed to 
t h e Colonial Treasurer A n d t h e said Treasurer shal l pay ou t of t h e 
said F u n d only such charges as shall be certified to he correct u n d e r 
t he h a n d of the Pres ident of t h e Board or t he Colonial Secretary and 
counters igned by t h e Board ing-out Officer A n d all paymen t s in pur­
suance of such war ran t s shall be credi ted to t he said Treasurer A n d 
t h e receipts of the persons to w h o m the same shall be paid shall be 
his discharge in respect of t h e s u m the re in ment ioned in t h e passing 
of his accounts Al l paymen t s m a d e under any such w a r r a n t shall be 
recouped ou t of t h e vote for t he boarding-out of S ta te chi ldren so soon 
as the re shall be sufficient funds to t h e credit of such vote. 

1 1 . I t shal l be t h e du ty of t h e Board to compel t he a t t endance 
a t some P u b l i c School wherever reasonably prac t icable of all chi ldren 
boarded-out u n d e r th is A c t except in cases where t he Board shall be 
satisfied t h a t t h e chi ldren are otherwise proper ly educa ted wi thou t 
charge to t h e S ta te a n d all chi ldren shall du r ing t h e t e r m of such 
boarding-out be ent i t led to a t t end any P u b l i c School wi thou t paymen t 
of fees and to t ravel free on all Governmen t rai lways whils t going to 
and from such school. 

12. T h e Pres iden t of t h e Board shall repor t to P a r l i a m e n t every 
year on t h e work ing of th is A c t and shall in such Repor t specify 
t h e n u m b e r of chi ldren boarded-out dur ing t h e pas t year or port ion 
thereof par t icu la r iz ing the n a m e sex and age of every such child 
and t h e person and place wi th w h o m h e or she has been boarded-out 
t h e cost of such chi ld 's outfit and ma in tenance t h e n u m b e r of children 
apprent iced or r e tu rned to the i r or iginal place of de ten t ion and all 
o ther par t icu la rs which the Colonial Secretary m a y direct from t ime 
to t ime to be contained in such Repor t . 

13 . Eve ry offence agains t th is A c t may be prosecuted and every 
pena l ty or p u n i s h m e n t in respect thereof be imposed before a n d by any 
two Jus t ices in a s u m m a r y way upon the compla in t of any constable 
or householder or person authorized by the Board. 

14. This A c t m a y h e ci ted as t he " S ta te Chi ldren Relief A c t 
of 1 8 8 1 " A n d in i ts const ruct ion and for i ts purposes t h e word 
" Governor" means t he Governor wi th t h e advice of t he Execu t ive 
Counci l " Board " means t h e Board cons t i tu ted unde r t he provisions 
of th i s A c t The word " A s y l u m " means and includes t h e Benevolent 
A s y l u m every A s y l u m for Des t i tu t e Chi ldren or Indus t r i a l Asy lum 
and every Char i table In s t i t u t i on wha tever wholly or par t ly supported 
by g ran t s from t h e Consolidated Revenue F u n d A n d the expression 
" S t a t e c h i l d " means any i n m a t e of any such A s y l u m School or 
I n s t i t u t i o n as last aforesaid a n d also any child for whose admission 
the re to a Colonial Secretary 's order has been issued. 
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