
An Act to incorporate and partially endow the 
Sydney Grammar School. [2nd December, 
1854.] 

WH E R E A S it is deemed expedient for t h e be t t e r advancemen t of 
rel igion a n d mora l i ty and the p romot ion of useful knowledge 

to establ ish in Sydney a publ ic school for conferring on all classes and 
denominat ions of H e r Majesty 's subjects res ident in t h e Colony of N e w 
South W a l e s wi thou t any dis t inct ion whatsoever t h e advan tages of a 
regular and l ibera l course of educat ion Be i t therefore enac ted by 
H i s Excel lency t h e Governor of N e w South Wales w i t h t h e advice and 
consent of t h e Legislat ive Council thereof as follows— 

1. There shall be nomina t ed a n d appoin ted by t h e Governor 
wi th t he advice of h is Execut ive Council a body of t rus tees consist ing 
of t he n u m b e r of persons hereinaf ter men t ioned which body of t rus tees 
shall be a n d is hereby cons t i tu ted from t h e date of such nomina t ion 
and appo in tmen t a body polit ic and corporate b y t h e n a m e of " The 
Trustees of t h e Sydney G r a m m a r S c h o o l " by which n a m e such body 
poli t ic shal l have pe rpe tua l succession a n d shall have a common seal 
and shall by the same n a m e sue a n d be sued implead a n d be impleaded 
and answer and be answered u n t o in all Cour ts of t h e said Colony and 
shall be able and capable in law to t ake pu rchase and hold to t h e m 
and the i r successors all goods chat te l s and personal p roper ty whatso­
ever a n d shall also be able and capable in law to t a k e purchase and 
hold to t h e m a n d the i r successors no t only such lands bui ld ings 
he red i t ament s and possessions as m a y from t i m e to t i m e be exclusively 
used and occupied for t h e immedia te r equ i r emen t s of t h e said school b u t 
also any other lands bui ld ings he red i t amen t s a n d possessions whatso­
ever s i tua te in t he said Colony or elsewhere and t h a t t hey and the i r 
successors shall be able a n d capable in law to g ran t demise al ien or 
otherwise dispose of all or any of t h e p roper ty rea l or personal 
be longing to t h e said school and also to do all o ther ma t t e r s and th ings 
inc identa l to or apper ta in ing to a body poli t ic . 

2. Prov ided always t h a t it shal l no t be lawful for t he said 
t rus tees to a l ienate m o r t g a g e charge or demise any lands t e n e m e n t s or 
he red i t amen t s to which i t m a y become ent i t led by g r a n t pu rchase or 
otherwise unless w i t h the approval of t h e Governor and Execu t ive 
Council of t h e said Colony for t he t ime being except by way of lease 
for any t e r m no t exceeding th i r ty -one years from t h e t i m e w h e n such 
lease shall be m a d e in and by which t he r e shall be reserved a n d m a d e 
payable du r ing t h e whole of t h e t e r m the reby g ran ted t he best year ly 
r e n t t h a t can be reasonably go t ten for t h e same wi thou t any fine or 
foregift. 

3 . The said body poli t ic and corporate shall consist of twelve 
t rus tees of w h o m six shall be persons ho ld ing t h e following offices 
respectively t h a t is to s ay—the offices of Colonial Secretary A t t o r n e y 
Genera l Speaker of t he Legislat ive Counci l or fu tu re Legislat ive 
Assembly Provos t of t h e Univers i ty of Sydney the Pr inc ipa l Classical 
Professor of t he Univers i ty and t h e M a t h e m a t i c a l Professor the re in 
and t h e o ther six of w h o m shall be laymen n o t hold ing offices u n d e r 
the Gove rnmen t or t h e Univers i ty Provided t h a t in case any one person 
shall a t t he same t ime hold two of t h e offices ment ioned in t h e first 
p a r t of th i s clause i t shall be lawful for t h e Governor to n o m i n a t e and 
appoint one o ther officer of t h e Gove rnmen t or Univers i ty . 

4. Al l vacancies occur r ing by the dea th res ignat ion removal 
sickness or incapaci ty of any of t h e six official m e m b e r s of t h e said 
body poli t ic shall be filled by the nomina t ion and appo in tmen t of t h e 
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Governor and all vacancies so occur r ing amongs t t he o ther members 
shall be filled by election such election to be by a majori ty of votes of 
t h e r ema in ing t rus tees . 

5. The said t rus tees shall have full power to appoint and 
dismiss all mas te rs or t eachers and all officers and servants of t he said 
school and also shall have t h e en t i re managemen t and super in tendence 
over t he affairs concerns and proper ty of t h e said school and in all 
cases unprovided for by th is Ac t it shall be lawful for t he said t rus tees 
to ac t in such m a n n e r as shall appear to t h e m to be best calculated to 
promote t h e purposes for which t h e said school is to be established 
and t h e said t rus tees shall have full power from t ime to t ime to m a k e 
a n d also to al ter any regula t ions (so as t he same be no t r epugnan t to 
t he genera l objects and provisions of th i s Act ) t ouch ing the discipline 
of t he said school t he examinat ions for prizes and the g ran t ing of the 
same and touch ing the mode and t ime of convening the mee t ings of 
t he said t rus tees and in general t ouch ing all o ther ma t t e r s whatsoever 
re la t ing to t he said school. 

6. A t some mee t ing of t he t rus tees in t h e m o n t h of J a n u a r y in 
each year t he members present shall elect one of the i r n u m b e r to be 
the i r c h a i r m a n for t he ensu ing year and in t h e event of t h e death or 
res ignat ion of such cha i rman dur ing the year for which he shall be so 
elected the t rus tees shall elect one o ther of thei r n u m b e r to be t h e 
cha i rman of t he body for t he remainder of t he cu r r en t year. 

1. A t every mee t ing of t he said t rus tees t h e said cha i rman if 
present shall preside and in his absence a cha i rman of t h e mee t ing 
shall be chosen by the m e m b e r s present or t h e major pa r t of t h e m and 
all quest ions which shall come before t he said t rus tees shall be decided 
by the majori ty of the members present inc luding t h e cha i rman and 
such cha i rman shall in case of an equal i ty of votes have a second 
or cast ing vote and no quest ion shall be decided at any mee t ing 
unless four t rus tees at t he least shall be present at t he t ime of such 
decision. 

8 . By way of p e r m a n e n t endowment of t he said school t h e 
Governor is hereby empowered by war ran t u n d e r his h a n d to direct to 
be issued and paid out of t h e general revenue of t h e Colony to the 
credit of t he said t rus tees t h e sum of fifteen h u n d r e d pounds by four 
equa l quar t e r ly paymen t s on the first day of J a n u a r y t h e first day of 
Apr i l t he first day of J u l y a n d the first day of October in every year 
as a fund for defraying or con t r ibu t ing to t he several s t ipends which 
shall be appointed to be paid to t h e several mas te r s or teachers in t he 
said school and to such necessary officers and servants as shall he from 
t ime to t ime appointed by the said t rus tees and for defraying or 
con t r ibu t ing to t h e expense of such prizes as shall be awarded for t h e 
encouragement of pupi ls in t he said school or for providing one or 
more scholarships in t h e Univers i ty and for providing or con t r ibu t ing 
to t he formation of a l ibrary for t h e same and for or towards discharging 
all incidental and necessary cu r ren t expend i tu re t he first ins ta lment 
of such endowment to be payable on the first day of Apr i l one thousand 
eight hundred and fifty-five. 

9. The Governor is hereby fur ther empowered by w a r r a n t unde r 
his hand to direct to be issued out of t he general revenue of the Colony 
and paid to t he said t rus tees a sum or sums not exceeding in t h e 
whole twen ty thousand pounds for t h e erect ion of sui table bui ld ings 
for t he said school a n d for t he residence of t he head mas te r thereof 
Provided t h a t the p lans and specifications of t he bui ld ings to be erected 
shal l first have been laid before t h e Governor and Execu t ive Council 
a n d approved by t h e Governor by wr i t ing unde r his hand . 

10. A full account of t he whole income and expendi tu re of the 
said school shall once in every year be t r ansmi t t ed to t he Colonial 
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Secretary for t h e purpose of be ing submi t t ed to t h e Legis la t ive Counci l 
or Assembly of t he Colony as t he case m a y be a n d subjected to such 
examina t ion and aud i t as t h e said Legislat ive Counci l or Assembly 
m a y direct . 

1 1 . I t shall be lawful for t he mas ters or t eachers in t h e said 
school in addi t ion to t h e st ipends which they shall respectively receive 
out of t he endowment hereby g ran ted to demand and receive from the 
pa ren t s guard ians or friends of t he pupi ls in t he school such reasonable 
fees for ins t ruc t ion and for t he t r easure r of t he school to collect from 
the pupi ls on behalf of t he said school such reasonable fees for en t rance 
a n d other charges as shall be from t ime to t ime au thor ized by any 
regu la t ion made and approved as aforesaid. 

12. N o pupi l shall be allowed to a t t end the said school unless 
he shal l dwell wi th his pa ren t or gua rd ian or wi th some near relat ion 
or friend approved by the head mas te r of t h e school or wi th t h e t u to r 
or mas te r of a board ing house licensed by t h e t rus tees . 

13 . No religious tes t shall be adminis te red to any person to 
ent i t le h i m to be admi t ted as a pupi l in t h e said school or to hold any 
office the re in Provided always t h a t th i s enac tmen t shall no t be deemed 
to p reven t t h e m a k i n g of regula t ions for secur ing t h e due a t t endance 
of t he pupi ls for divine worship a t such church or chapel as shall be 
approved by the i r pa ren t s or guard ians respectively. 

1 1 . The Governor of t he Colony for t he t ime being shall be t h e 
visitor of t h e said school wi th au tho r i t y to do all t h ings which pe r t a in 
to visi tors as often as to h i m shall seem mee t . 

15 . Al l regula t ions which shall from t ime to t i m e be m a d e by 
the said t rus tees as aforesaid concerning t h e government a n d discipline 
of t h e said school which shall be in force a t t h e beg inn ing of every 
session of t h e said Legislat ive Council or Legislat ive Assembly a n d 
which shall no t have been before t h a t t ime laid before t he same shall 
w i th in six weeks after t he beg inn ing of such session be laid by t h e 
Colonial Secretary before t he said Legis la t ive Council or Assembly . 

16. The said t rus tees shal l once a t least in every year and also 
whenever t h e p leasure of t h e Governor shall be signified in t h a t behalf 
repor t the i r proceedings and the proceedings and progress of t he school 
to t h e said Governor and Execu t ive Counci l and a copy of every such 
repor t shall be laid before t h e said Legislat ive Council or Legis la t ive 
Assembly wi th in six weeks after t he same shall have been made if such 
Legislat ive Council or Assembly be t h e n s i t t ing or if no t t h e n wi th in 
six weeks n e x t after t he mee t ing of t he same. 


