
No. X. 
An Act to suppress Robbery and Housebreaking 

and the harbouring of Robbers and House
breakers. [21st April, 1830.] 

WH E R E A S t h e cr imes of Robbery and Houseb reak ing have 
increased to an a l a rming degree a n d i t is become necessary to 

res t ra in t he same as m u c h as possible by t empora ry provision sui ted 
to t h e emergency of t h e occasion Be it therefore enacted T h a t i t shal l 
be lawful for any person whatsoever hav ing reasonable cause to 
suspect a n d believe any other person to be a t r anspor ted felon 
unlawful ly a t l a rge immedia te ly by himself or wi th t he assis tance of 
o ther persons and wi thou t a w a r r a n t for such purpose to apprehend or 
cause to be apprehended every such suspected person and h i m to t ake or 
cause to be t aken before any Jus t i ce of t h e Peace of t h e Colony for 
examina t ion as hereinafter provided. 

2. A n d be i t fur ther enacted T h a t every suspected person who 
shall be t a k e n before any J u s t i c e of t he Peace as aforesaid shall be 
obliged to prove to t h e reasonable satisfaction of such Jus t i ce t h a t he 
is no t a felon u n d e r sentence of t r anspo r t a t i on a n d in default of such 
proof such Jus t i ce of t he Peace m a y cause such person to be detained 
in safe custody u n t i l it can be proved whe ther he is a t r anspor ted felon 
or free a n d in every such case t h e proof of being free shal l be upon 
t h e person a l leging himself to be free Provided a lways t h a t every 
such Jus t i ce of t h e Peace m a y in his discret ion cause every such 
suspected person to be securely removed to Sydney to be there 
examined a n d dealt w i th in l ike m a n n e r as aforesaid. 

3. A n d be i t fu r ther enacted T h a t every person whatsoever 
who shal l be found on t h e roads or in any other p a r t of t he said Colony 
wi th fire-arms or o ther i n s t r u m e n t s of a violent n a t u r e in his posses
sion under c i rcumstances affording a reasonable g round for suspect ing 
t h a t such person m a y be or in t end to be a robber every such suspected 
pe r son shal l be l iable to be apprehended and t a k e n before a Jus t i ce 
of t h e Peace in l ike m a n n e r a n d be dealt w i t h in all respects as 
hereinbefore is provided in reference to persons suspected of be ing 
t r anspo r t ed felons unlawful ly at l a rge and in every such case t h e proof 
t h a t such fire-arms or o ther i n s t r u m e n t s of a violent n a t u r e were no t 
in t ended for a n il legal purpose shall be u p o n t h e person in whose 
possession t h e same shal l be found as aforesaid. 

4. A n d be i t fu r ther enacted T h a t it shal l be lawful for any 
person h a v i n g reasonable cause for suspec t ing and bel ieving t h a t a n y 
o ther person m a y have any fire-arms or o ther i n s t r u m e n t of a deadly 
n a t u r e concealed about his person to search or cause to be searched 
every such suspected person and in case of discovering any such fire
a rms or other i n s t r u m e n t of a violent n a t u r e to apprehend or cause to 
be apprehended such person and to t ake h i m before any Jus t i ce of t he 
Peace to be deal t w i t h in all respects as hereinbefore is provided in 
reference to persons found with fire-arms or o the r weapons in t he i r 
possession. 

5. A n d be it fur ther enacted Tha t i t shal l be lawful for any 
Jus t i ce of t h e Peace hav ing credible informat ion t h a t any robbers 
or housebreakers are ha rboured in t h e county or distr ict where in 
such Jus t i ce of t he Peace shall be or reside to g r a n t a general 
search w a r r a n t to any one or more Constables to search any dwell ing-
house or t enemen t or other place wi th in or reputed to be wi th in such 
coun ty or distr ict and i t shall be lawful for any such Constable or 
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Constables in v i r tue of such genera l w a r r a n t to b reak enter and search 
by day or by n i g h t any dwell ing-house t enemen t or o ther place wi th in 
or r epu ted to be w i th in such county or distr ict a n d to apprehend or 
cause to be apprehended every person w h o m such Constable or Constables 
shall have reasonable cause for suspect ing a n d bel ieving to be a robber 
or housebreaker a n d to seize a n d to secure all fire-arms a n d other a rms 
or i n s t r u m e n t s of a violent n a t u r e and all goods a n d chat te l s which 
such Constable or Constables shal l have reasonable g round for suspect ing 
and bel ieving t o be stolen and also to apprehend all persons found in 
or abou t any such dwell ing-house or t enemen t or o ther place a n d w h o m 
such Constable or Constables shall have reasonable g rounds for 
suspect ing and bel ieving to h a r b o u r and conceal any such robbers and 
housebreakers as aforesaid and all persons a rms goods a n d chat te ls so 
found seized a n d apprehended as aforesaid shal l by such Constable or 
Constables be for thwi th taken before a J u s t i c e of t h e Peace for 
examinat ion and to be fur ther deal t w i th according to law. 

6. A n d whereas i t is expedient t h a t robbers and housebreakers 
should be t r i ed and pun ished as speedily as m a y be consis tent w i th 
t he ends of jus t ice Be it therefore fur ther enacted T h a t all persons w ho 
shal l be fully commi t t ed for t h e cr ime of robbery or of en te r ing and 
p lunde r ing any dwell ing-house wi th a rms and violence shal l be b r o u g h t 
to t r i a l as soon as possible and be ing lawfully convicted of any such 
cr ime and sentenced to suffer dea th shal l be executed according to law 
on t h e day nex t b u t two after sentence passed unless t h e same shall 
happen to be Sunday a n d in t h a t case on t h e M o n d a y following 
a n d such sentence shall be passed immedia te ly after t h e conviction of 
such offender unless t h e Cour t or J u d g e shall see reasonable cause 
for pos tpon ing the same. 

7. A n d be if fur ther enacted Tha t every person who shal l be 
found wi th any fire-arms or o ther i n s t r u m e n t of a violent n a t u r e in 
his possession a n d shal l no t prove to t h e satisfaction of such Jus t i ce 
of t h e Peace as aforesaid t h a t t h e same was or were no t in tended to 
b e i l legally used as hereinbefore is provided shal l be deemed to be gu i l ty 
of a h i g h misdemeanor and be ing thereof lawfully convicted shal l be 
l iable a t t h e discret ion of t he Cour t to be impr isoned for any t ime 
n o t exceeding t h r e e years . 

8. A n d for t h e more effectual enforcing th i s L a w or Ordinance 
be i t fu r ther enacted T h a t all H i s Majes ty ' s subjects shal l be l iable to 
be called upon to aid a n d assist any Constable or o ther person in 
execu t ing a n d enforcing t h e several provisions thereof a n d every 
person who shal l be so called u p o n to aid and assist and shal l refuse 
or neglect so to do shall be l iable to a fine no t exceeding Five P o u n d s 
to be recovered and levied in a s u m m a r y m a n n e r before any J u s t i c e 
of t h e Peace over a n d above any o the r p u n i s h m e n t to which such 
person shal l be l iable by law. 

9. A n d be i t fu r ther enacted T h a t if any act ion or suit shal l be 
b r o u g h t agains t any J u s t i c e of t h e Peace Constable or o ther person 
or persons for any act or t h i n g since t h e t e n t h day of th i s i n s t a n t 
m o n t h of Apr i l or a t any t i m e dur ing t h e cont inuance of th i s A c t 
done in fur therance of t h e objects or in pu r suance of t h e provis ions 
of th i s L a w or Ordinance t h e defendant or defendants in every such 
act ion or sui t m a y plead t h e genera l issue and m a y give th i s A c t and 
t h e special m a t t e r in evidence a t any t r i a l to be had t h e r e u p o n a n d if 
t h e verdict shal l be for t h e defendant or defendants in any such action or 
sui t or if t h e plaintiff or plaintiffs be nonsui ted or d iscont inue his her or 
the i r act ion or sui t after t h e defendant or defendants shall have 
appeared or if upon demur re r j u d g m e n t shall be given agains t plaintiff 
or plaintiffs t he defendant or defendants shall have t reble costs and 
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shall have l ike remedy for t h e same as any other defendant or defend
an t s h a t h or have in any o ther case to recover costs by law. 

10. A n d be it fur ther enacted T h a t th i s Law or Ord inance shall 
con t inue in force for two years from t h e pass ing and publ ica t ion 
thereof. 


