
UNITARIAN CHURCH ACT, 1927. 

An Act to regulate the temporal affairs of the 
Congregation or Society Denominated 
Unitarians in New South Wales. [Assented 
to, 5th April, 1927.] 

WHEREAS by an Act passed in the thirty-third 
year of the reign of her late Majesty Queen 

Victoria intituled : " An Act to enable the Trustees of 
certain lands being the site for a Unitarian Church or 
School at Church Hill, Sydney, to dispose of and convey 
the same and to apply the proceeds of the sale in manner 
therein mentioned and for other purposes," it is recited, 
inter alia: 

(a) That two several pieces of land therein described 
were granted by grant from the Crown bearing date the 
nineteenth day of July, one thousand eight hundred and 

fifty-eight, 



fifty-eight, t o cer ta in Trus tees the re in n a m e d upon t ru s t 
t h a t t h e said pieces of land should a t all t imes thereaf ter 
he set apar t , ma in ta ined , and used for a site for t he 
erect ion the reon of a chape l or school or both for the 
use of t he people called Uni t a r i ans , and for no o the r 
purpose whatsoever A n d fa r the r upon t ru s t t h a t t h e 
said Trustees , the i r heirs , and assigns should when the re ­
u n t o required by t h e Governor for the t ime be ing 
convey and assure t h e said pieces of land u n t o and to 
the use of such o ther person or persons as should a t the 
t i m e be appoin ted by t h e said Governor in Council as 
Trustees in the i r p lace A n d fa r ther upon other t rus t s 
there in m e n t i o n e d ; 

(b) T h a t t h e said people called Un i t a r i ans held a 
chapel and o ther bui ld ings on a cer ta in parcel of land 
in Macquar ie - s t ree t in t he ci ty of S y d n e y ; 

(e) T h a t t he las t -ment ioned parcel of land, chapel , 
and bui ld ings were vested in cer tain Trustees by 
I n d e n t u r e , dated t h e n ine t een th day of J u l y , one 
t housand e ight hund red and s ixty-six, upon t ru s t to 
pe rmi t and suffer t h e same from t ime to t ime, and for 
all t ime thereaf ter to be used for Divine service and all 
o the r congrega t iona l purposes by t h e said people ; 

(d) T h a t i t would be beneficial to t he said people 
t h a t the said las t -ment ioned parcel should be sold a n d 
t h a t t h e proceeds of such sale should be appl ied a t the 
discret ion of t he Trustees of t he said g r a n t e i ther to t he 
pu rchase of o ther land eligible for t he site of a chapel 
or school or improv ing the said chapel a n d bui ld ings 
erected or bui l t on t he said l and in Macquar i e - s t r ee t 
or in erec t ing a new chapel or other bu i ld ings , and 

(e) T h a t cer ta in of t h e Trus tees the re in named had 
died and t h a t ano the r had resigned and declined to act 
in t h e t rus t s of t he said grant . 

A n d whereas the said lands were sold (in accordance 
w i t h t he provisions of t he said Act ) and out of t h e pro­
ceeds of such sale the lands described in Schedule A 
here to were purchased and vested in cer ta in t rus tees and 
a c h u r c h and school bu i ld ing erected the reon being; 
subs tan t ia l ly t h e bui ldings now s t a n d i n g upon t h e said 
lands . 

A n d 



A n d whereas in far ther accordance wi th t he provisions 
of t h e said Ac t , one, Wi l l i am Shaw being one of t he 
Trus tees and p u r p o r t i n g to act u n d e r t h e powers con­
ta ined in t h e said Ac t , appointed cer ta in other Trus tees 
in t h e place a n d stead of t he others of t he Trus tees 
men t ioned in the last p reced ing p a r a g r a p h . A n d 
whereas doubts have ar isen as to the val idi ty of such 
a p p o i n t m e n t s . 

And whereas it will be beneficial to t he said 
U n i t a r i a n people to declare fully and effectually t h e 
t rus t s upon which are a n d shall be held t h e lands de­
scribed in t he said Schedule A hereto, a n d the bui ld ings 
now erected or hereaf ter to be erected thereon, and t h e 
proceeds of t h e sale of t he same or any p a r t thereof a n d 
all proper ty real or personal hereafter purchased, given, 
or acquired for Un i t a r i an C h u r c h or School purposes and 
other purposes inc identa l there to , and to appoin t and 
provide for t h e far ther appo in tmen t from t ime to t ime 
of Trus tees of the said proper ty wi th powers and subject 
to t h e obl igat ion hereinaf ter set forth and to provide 
for t he m a n a g e m e n t of t he t empora l affairs of t h e said 
U n i t a r i a n people. Therefore, be it enacted by the K i n g ' s 
Mos t Exce l l en t Majesty, by and wi th t he consent of t he 
Legis la t ive Counci l and Legis la t ive Assembly of N e w 
Sou th Wales in P a r l i a m e n t assembled, and by t h e 
au tho r i t y of t h e same, as follows :— 

1 . This A c t may be cited as t he " U n i t a r i a n C h u r c h 
Ac t , 1927 ." 

2. I n this and the following sections of this Ac t , 
un less inconsis tent wi th t he con tex t or subjec t -mat te r , 
t he express ion,— 

(a) " U n i t a r i a n T rus t p roper ty " shall m e a n (a) t h e 
lands described in Schedule A hereto subject 
to any encumbrances endorsed thereon, and 
(b) all o ther real p roper ty and all personal 
p roper ty which is now vested in any person or 
persons subject to any t r u s t t h a t such proper ty 
should be set apar t , main ta ined , or used for a 
site for t he erection of a chapel , parsonage , 
school or hal l for the use of t h e people called 
Uni tar ians or upon t ru s t t ha t such proper ty 
should be used for Divine purposes or a n y 

o ther 



other purpose or purposes by t h e people called 
U n i t a r i a n s , a n d (c) a l l p rope r ty , rea l or 
personal , w h i c h m a y hereaf ter be purchased , 
leased, hired, given, devised, bequea thed or 
o therwise acqui red by or to a Trus tee or 
Trus tees for U n i t a r i a n C h u r c h or School 
purposes , and (d) all p roper ty , real or personal , 
given, devised, bequea thed , or donated to t h e 
people called Un i t a r i ans , or to any person or 
persons upon t rus t for or for t h e use or benefit 
of t h e people called Un i t a r i ans or for U n i t a r i a n 
c h u r c h or school purposes , b u t shal l no t inc lude 
beques t s , legacies, gifts, donat ions , or o ther 
vo lun ta ry dispositions, w h e t h e r t e s t amen ta ry 
or otherwise , of personal p roper ty of one 
h u n d r e d pounds or less in va lue or moneys 
a m o u n t i n g to one hundred pounds or less, a n d 
shall no t inc lude subscr ipt ions or offertories by 
m e m b e r s of t he congregat ion . 

(b) " Un i t a r i an C h u r c h " or " C h u r c h " shal l m e a n 
t h e people called or k n o w n as Un i t a r i ans in 
t h e S ta te of N e w South W a l e s . 

(c) " C o n g r e g a t i o n " shall m e a n t h e congregat ion 
for t he t i m e be ing of t h e people called 
Un i t a r i ans in t h e S ta te of N e w South Wales 
inc luding such persons as shal l for t h e t ime 
be ing be m e m b e r s of t h e U n i t a r i a n C h u r c h in 
t h e S ta te of New South Wales . 

(d) " Pe r son " shal l inc lude t h e Crown, a company 
and a corporat ion sole, and shal l inc lude persons . 

(e) " T r u s t e e s " or " T r u s t e e " shal l m e a n t h e 
Trus tees or Trus tee as t h e case m a y be for t h e 
t ime be ing of U n i t a r i a n T rus t p roper ty , a n d 
shal l inc lude a T rus t ee C o m p a n y and t h e 
P u b l i c Trus tee . 

(f) " Trus tee company " shal l m e a n a n y c o m p a n y 
regis tered u n d e r a n y A c t for t h e t ime be ing 
in force, and r egu la t ing t h e format ion of 
companies in t h e S ta te of N e w Sou th W a l e s 
and author ised by its M e m o r a n d u m of Associa­
t ion to act as a Trus tee and ca r ry ing on in t h e 
said S ta te t h e business of a c t i ng as a Trus tee . 

(g) 



(g) " C o m m i t t e e " shall mean the body of members 
of t h e congrega t ion who shall be declared 
u n d e r or by v i r tue of th i s A c t to be t he 
commi t t ee of t h e congregat ion, or who shall 
f rom t i m e to t ime have been elected by t h e 
congregat ion as t h e commi t t ee of t he con­
grega t ion . 

(h) " The rules " shall m e a n all rules or regu la t ions 
which shal l be declared or deemed by or by 
v i r t ue of th i s A c t to be t h e rules of t h e 
congregat ion, and also all rules or regula t ions 
from t ime to t ime passed b y t h e congregat ion 
in accordance wi th t h e provisions of th i s Ac t . 

3 . The following persons shal l be m e m b e r s of the 
congregat ion , n a m e l y : — 

(a) E v e r y person over t h e age of twen ty -one years 
who prior to t h e da te of t h e pass ing of t h i s 
A c t or wi th in one m o n t h after such da te shal l 
have paid all subscript ions wh ich such person 
shal l have prior t o such date agreed to pay to 
t he C h u r c h and who shal l no t have been 
expel led from t h e congregat ion. 

(b) E v e r y person over t h e age of twen ty -one y e a r s 
wh o shall after t h e da te of th i s A c t have been 
admi t t ed as a m e m b e r of t h e congregat ion in, 
accordance wi th t h e rules and w ho shal l no t 
have been expelled from t h e congregat ion : 

Prov ided t h a t n o t h i n g in th i s section shal l p r e v e n t 
persons w h o have failed to p a y subscript ions or ar rears 
of subscript ions as provided here in from be ing eligible 
to be so elected or otherwise admi t t ed as a m e m b e r of 
t h e commi t t ee on such t e rms a n d condit ions as m a y be 
prescr ibed by t h e ru les , and provided t h a t t h e congrega­
t ion m a y a t a n y t ime by special resolut ion expel a n y 
m e m b e r f rom t h e congregat ion . 

4 . There shall be a n honora ry commi t t ee of t h e con-
gregat ion which shal l consist of a pres ident , vice-president , 
secretary, one t reasurer or such grea ter n u m b e r of 
t r easure rs as t h e rules m a y from t i m e to t ime prescr ibe 
a n d e ight o ther persons or such grea te r n u m b e r as t he 
ru les m a y from t ime to t i m e prescribe. E a c h m e m b e r of 
t h e commi t t ee shall be deemed an honora ry officer of t h e 
church . N o person shal l be a m e m b e r of t he commi t t ee 
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unless he or she shall have been a m e m b e r of t he 
congregat ion for a t least one year or for such longer 
period as t he rules m a y from t ime to t ime prescribe, 
and no person shall be a pres ident or vice-president 
unless he or she shall have been a m e m b e r of t he 
congregat ion for a t least two years . The period of 
m e m b e r s h i p m a y be prior or subsequen t to t he passing 
of th i s Ac t , or m a y be pa r t ly pr ior or pa r t ly subsequent 
to t h e pass ing of th is Act . Such commi t tee shal l 
m a n a g e the affairs of t he church in such m a n n e r as i t 
shal l t h i n k fit, subject to t h e provisions of th is A c t and 
to t he rules and to any resolut ions or special resolut ions 
passed by t h e congregat ion in any genera l m e e t i n g 
assembled. A q u o r u m of such commi t t ee shall be such 
n u m b e r as shal l be prescribed by t h e rules, b u t shall 
consist of a t least five members . Quest ions shall be 
decided by vote of t h e majori ty of t h e commit tee , each 
m e m b e r present hav ing one vote, and the c h a i r m a n 
hav ing a second or cas t ing vote. The pres ident , vice-
president , secre tary , or secretaries, t reasurer , or t reasurers 
and o ther member s of t he commit tee shall be elected 
by the congregat ion a n n u a l l y at such t ime and in such 
m a n n e r as t he rules shall prescribe, and each officer shall 
hold office for one year from the date of his election, and 
shal l be eligible for re-election. I n case of a n y vacancy 
occurr ing in any office, such vacancy m a y be filled by 
t h e congregat ion in such m a n n e r as shall be prescr ibed 
by t h e rules . The person hold ing any of t he above-
ment ioned offices a t t he t ime of t he passing of th is Ac t , 
shal l be deemed to have been duly elected to such 
offices respectively unde r t he provisions of th is Ac t , b u t 
shal l be deemed to have ret i red from such office at t h e 
expi ra t ion of six m o n t h s from the pass ing of th is Ac t , 
and shal l be eligible for re-elect ion. 

5. A regis ter of m e m b e r s of t he congrega t ion shal l 
be k e p t by the commi t tee , and such regis ter shal l 
con ta in t he names of all persons w ho shal l be m e m b e r s 
of t h e congregat ion a t t he da te of t h e pass ing of th i s 
Ac t , a n d a t t he anniversary of such date in each year or 
a t such o ther da te in each year as m a y be provided b y 
t h e rules . Such regis ter shal l be k e p t in t he cus tody 
of such officer of t h e C h u r c h as t h e commi t t ee m a y from 
t i m e to t ime appoin t , b u t shall be subject to t h e direct ions 

of 



of t he commit tee , and shal l be open to t h e inspect ion of 
member s of t h e congregat ion a t such t imes and upon 
such condit ions as t h e commit tee shal l from t ime to 
t ime prescribe. A copy of such regis ter shall once in 
every year be delivered to t he U n d e r Secretary for 
t h e D e p a r t m e n t of t he Chief Secretary of t h e S ta te of 
N e w Sou th Wales . If any person shal l claim to be 
en t i t l ed to be entered or to be or remain upon the said 
regis ter as a member of t h e congregat ion he shal l 
deliver to t he officer of the C h u r c h or o ther person 
for t he t ime being appointed to have t he custody of 
t he said register a notice in wr i t ing s ta t ing the g rounds 
of his c la im to be or r emain so registered, and shall 
pay to t he officer or such o ther person as aforesaid 
such fee not exceeding one pound as shall be p re ­
scribed by the rules , or if no t prescribed, t he fee 
of t en shil l ings and sixpence, and wi th in such t ime 
as the ra les shall prescribe, or if: no t ime is p re­
scribed, wi th in one month from the delivery of t h e 
said notice t h e commi t t ee shal l hold an inqui ry in to t h e 
claim as disclosed by the said not ice, and shall give t h e 
person m a k i n g such claim three clear days ' not ice of such 
inqui ry , and he shall be ent i t led to be present and to he 
heard in support, of his c laim a t such inqui ry , and upon 
such inqu i ry t he commi t tee may or a major i ty of those 
present may refuse such c la im or direct t h a t t h e n a m e 
of the person m a k i n g such c la im shall be entered in such 
register. The decision of the commi t t ee or a major i ty 
thereof shall he final except t h a t an appeal therefrom 
shal l l ie to t h e U n d e r Secretary for t h e D e p a r t m e n t of 
t he Chief Secretary of t he Sta te of New South Wales 
w h o is hereby author ised to en te r ta in any such appeal, 
to be held in such m a n n e r and subject to such condit ions 
as t h e U n d e r Secretary shall t h i n k fit, and upon such 
appeal t h e said U n d e r Secretary, whose decision shall 
be final, may confirm, amend , or reverse t he decision 
of t h e commi t t ee . 

6. General meet ings of t h e congregat ion shal l be 
held so often as may he prescribed by the rules, and 
shal l be held a t least once in each year for t h e elect ion 
of officers of t he church , and once in every th ree 
years for t he election of Trus tees or appo in tmen t 
of a Trus tee Company or the Pub l i c Trustee as a 
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Trustee in accordance wi th the provisions of this Act . 
Genera l mee t ings shal l be convened by not ice given 
publ ic ly from the pu lp i t and posted upon the notice 
board of t h e church premises for t h e t ime being in use. 
Such notice shall be signed by t h e pres ident , or in his 
absence, by t h e vice-president or o ther member appointed 
by the commit tee in t h a t behalf, a n d shall s ta te in 
genera l t e rms the na tu r e of the business of t he mee t ing . 
A mee t ing shal l no t proceed to t he t ransac t ion of 
business unless a q u o r u m of a t least fifteen member s of 
t h e congregat ion be present , bu t such mee t ing shal l 
s tand adjourned to such date no t earl ier t h a n seven 
days as t he members p resen t shall decide and a t a n y 
such adjourned m e e t i n g such q u o r u m as m a y be pre­
scribed by the Rules may t r a n s m i t business . N o person 
who has been a m e m b e r of t he congregat ion for less 
t h a n two years shall be ent i t led to vote on the elect ion 
or a p p o i n t m e n t of a Trus tee . 

7- T h e officiating min is te r or minis te rs at t he da te of 
t he pass ing of th is A c t shal l be deemed to have been 
duly appointed as such, and t h e m e m b e r s of. t h e 
commi t t ee of t he chu rch ho ld ing office a t t h e da te of 
t h e pass ing of tin's A c t shall be deemed to be member s 
of t h e commi t t ee in t he same m a n n e r as if they had 
been elected u n d e r t h e provisions conta ined in this Ac t , 
and any person or persons holding office a t t h e da te of 
t h e passing of th is A c t shall be ent i t led to hold the i r 
respect ive offices un t i l a n o t h e r person or persons is or are 
appoin ted in the i r respect ive places u n d e r t h e provisions 
of this Act . 

8 . Subject as here inaf ter provided Leslie G r a h a m 
Curlewis of Sydney, in t h e S ta te of N e w South W a l e s , 
impor te r , Samuel Nisbe t H o g g of Sydney aforesa id , 
a ccoun t an t , Char les A lexande r Maxwel l of Sydney a fo re -
said, ret ired banker , Rober t Pollock, senior, of Sydney, 
a rch i tec t , and E d i t h M a r y L o u d e n of Sydney afore­
said, adver t i s ing exper t , and the survivors or survivor 
of t h e m and the executors or admin i s t r a to r s of t he last 
survivor of t h e m shal l be t he Trus tees or Trus tee , and 
the lands described in t h e Schedule A here to , shal l as 
from t h e da te of t h e pass ing of this A c t be deemed to 
be vested in t h e m a n d the survivors or survivor of t h e m 
or t h e executors or admin i s t ra to r s of t he last survivor 
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of t h e m or o ther the Trustees or Trus tee for such 
es ta tes or in teres ts as t he said lands were held a t t h e 
da te of t he pass ing of this Ac t and subject to such 
encumbrances , charges or interests as the same were 
t h e n subject to, and the said lands and all o the r 
U n i t a r i a n T rus t p roper ty shall be held by the Trus tees 
or T rus t ee and the survivors or survivor of t h e m , 
and the executors or adminis t ra tors of t h e last survivor 
of t h e m subjec t to t h e t rus t s a n d condit ions declared 
by th is A c t and wi th all and s ingular t he powers , 
au thor i t i es and discretions vested in t h e Trus tees or 
Trus tee unde r or by v i r tue of th i s Act . 

9 . (a) A n y of t he Trus tees ment ioned in clause e ight 
hereof and a n y Trus tee hereaf ter elected or appoin ted 
may re t i re or refuse to act on g iv ing to t he commi t tee 
wr i t t en not ice of such retirement, or refusal to act. 
T h e Trus tees ment ioned in clause e ight and each of 
t h e m and any Trus tees or Trus tee hereaf ter elected 
or appoin ted in place of t h e m or a n y of t h e m shall 
be deemed to have ret ired on the expira t ion of 
six m o n t h s from t h e da te of th is A c t or wi th in 
th ree m o n t h s after t h e comple t ion of t h e sale of 
t h e p rope r ty comprised in t h e Schedule A here to 
whichever shall be t he la ter da te . A Trus tee Company 
or P u b l i c Trustee hereaf ter appointed a Trus tee shal l 
cease to be a Trus tee a t t h e end of t h ree years from 
t h e da te of i ts appo in tmen t b u t shall be eligible for 
r eappo in tmen t . I n case a Trus tee shal l die or refuse 
to ac t or shall re t i re or shall be deemed to have 
re t i red or shall have become incapable of ac t ing as a 
Trus tee a new Trus tee shall as soon as pract icable be 
elected or appointed to fill t he p lace of t he Trus tee 
who shal l have died, or shall be deemed to have re t i red, 
or who or which shal l have refused to act , or shall 
h a v e ret i red, or shall have become incapable of ac t ing 
as a Trus tee to ac t d u r i n g t h e unexp i r ed por t ion of 
t h e t e r m for which such Trus tee would otherwise be; 
en t i t l ed to ac t by resolut ion passed a t a general meeting; 
of t he congregat ion called for t h a t p u r p o s e : Provided 
a lways t h a t pend ing such election t h e surv iv ing or 
con t inu ing Trus tees or Trus tee or t h e executors or 
admin is t ra to rs of a sole Trus tee may ac t or cont inue 
to act for t h e t ime be ing no twi th s t and ing any vacancy 
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or vacancies ar is ing. After the election of a n e w 
Trus tee in place of a deceased sole Trus tee the execu to r 
or executors or t h e admin is t ra to r or adminis t ra tors of 
such sole surv iv ing Trus tee shall no t be enti t led t o 
ac t or to exercise any of the powers hereby given t o 
a Trus tee . 

(b) N o person or Trus tee Company shall , no r 
shall the Pub l i c Trus tee be deemed to be a Trus tee or be 
ent i t led to ac t as a Trus tee or to exercise any of t h e 
powers and authori t ies vested in a Trus tee by this A c t 
unless and un t i l a m e m o r a n d u m signed by t h e pres ident 
or by t he vice-president , and also signed by the secre tary 
or secretaries or by two or more m e m b e r s of t h e 
commi t tee s ta t ing t h a t such person or persons has or 
have been duly elected a Trustee , or t h a t such T rus t ee 
Company or t he Pub l i c Trus tee has been appointed a 
Trus tee , has been filed in t he office of t he Reg i s t r a r -
General of t he S ta te of N e w Sou th Wales who is hereby 
author ised to receive a n d record any such memorandum, 
or in such publ ic office as the Chief Secretary shall 
from t ime to t ime d i r e c t : Provided t h a t a person 
t a k i n g t i t le u n d e r or otherwise deal ing wi th t h e 
Trus tees or Trus tee or t a k i n g t i t le to or otherwise 
deal ing wi th Un i t a r i an Trus t p roper ty shall not no r 
shal l t h e said Reg i s t ra r -Genera l be bound or concerned 
to inqu i re whe the r or not such Trus tees or Trus tee have 
or has been duly appointed or not or whe the r or n o t 
t h e provisions of th i s A c t w i th respect to the appo in t ­
m e n t of a Trus tee o ther t h a n the registrat ion of the said 
m e m o r a n d u m have been duly complied wi th , and 
product ion of a m e m o r a n d u m purpor t ing to be signed 
b y t h e pres ident or by t h e vice-president and also by 
t h e secretary or secretaries or by two or more members 
of t he commi t tee s t a t ing t h a t a n y person has been, 
elected a Trus tee or t h a t any Trus tee Company or t he 
Pub l i c Trus tee has been du ly appoin ted a Trus tee , or of 
an official copy of such m e m o r a n d u m shal l be deemed 
conclusive proof in favour of every person t ak ing t i t le 
u n d e r or otherwise dea l ing wi th such person or such. 
Trus tee Company or t h e Pub l ic Trus tee so appointed or 
t ak ing title, to or otherwise deal ing wi th Uni ta r ian 
Trus t p roper ty t h a t such person has been duly elected a 
Trus tee or t h a t such Trus tee or Pub l ic Trus tee has been. 
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appo in ted a Trus tee unde r th i s Ac t , a n d as such is 
ent i t led to exercise al l or any of t he powers and 
au thor i t i e s vested in a Trus tee unde r th i s Ac t . 

(c) Al l Uni t a r i an p roper ty which for the t ime being 
is vested in t he Trus tees or Trus tee and which is for t h e 
t i m e being subject to the provisions of this A c t and t h e 
t r u s t s t he reby created shal l , upon t h e regis t ra t ion in 
m a n n e r aforesaid of the m e m o r a n d u m hereinbefore 
referred to and w i t h o u t any assurance in t he law, be 
deemed to have been duly conveyed, assigned, or t r ans ­
ferred to or otherwise legally and effectually vested in 
t h e person or persons, Trus tee Company, or t he P u b l i c 
Trus tee named in such m e m o r a n d u m as hav ing been 
e lected or appoin ted Trustees or Trus tee e i ther solely or 
jo in t ly w i t h the surviving or con t inu ing Trus tees or 
Trustee to be held by h im, t h e m , or it upon and subject 
to t he t r u s t s and condit ions for or upon which the same 
shall be held immedia te ly pr ior to t he regis t ra t ion of the 
•said m e m o r a n d u m . 

1 0 . E v e r y candida te for election as a Trus tee shall 
g ive t he secre tary of the commi t tee or such o ther 
person as the rules shall provide a t least four weeks ' 
not ice in wr i t ing of his cand ida tu re which shall be 
posted and kep t posted on the not ice board on t h e 
c h u r c h premises a t least th ree weeks before t h e ho ld ing 
of t he mee t ing called for the election of Trustees . A 
notice s t a t ing t h a t it is proposed to appoin t a Trustee 
Company or t he P u b l i c Trus tee a Trus tee shall a t least 
four weeks before t h e m e e t i n g a t which appo in tmen t 
shal l be made be posted on the said not ice board, and kep t 
so posted du r ing the said period of t h ree weeks. 

1 1 . The n u m b e r of Trus tees shall no t a t any t ime 
be less t h a n five, provided t h a t any Trus tee Company or 
t h e P u b l i c Trustee m a y be a sole Trus tee , and no person 
shall he eligible to be elected as a Trus tee , or to cont inue 
as a Trus tee who has not been for two years a m e m b e r 
of t he congregat ion . As soon as pract icable after t h e 
Trus tees hereinbefore nominated , and a n y Trustee 
hereaf ter elected in place of any of such Trustees shall 
have been deemed to have re t i red from office as 
Trus tees a Trus tee Company or the Pub l i c Trus tee shall 
be appoin ted to act as Trus tee of U n i t a r i a n Church 
proper ty u n d e r th is Act . Such appo in tmen t shall be 
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m a d e b y resolut ion of t he congregat ion , a n d shall be for 
such period no t exceeding th ree years , and a t such 
r e m u n e r a t i o n and on such t e r m s as shal l be author ised 
by such resolut ion. 

1 2 . (a) The Trus tees or t h e Trustee shall p e r m i t 
and suffer any c h u r c h or o ther bu i ld ing for the t i m e 
be ing s t and ing on land of wha tever t e n u r e which shal l 
form p a r t of Uni ta r i an Trus t p rope r ty to be from t i m e 
to t ime and a t all t imes hereaf ter peaceably and quie t ly 
used, occupied, and enjoyed as and for a place for t h e 
worsh ip of God by the congregat ion for services of t h e 
Un i t a r i an Church a n d for meet ings of t he congregat ion 
to be he ld accord ing to t he rules while and so long as 
such congregat ion observes and conforms to t h e 
provisions of th i s Ac t . 

(b) The Trustees or t he Trus tee shall pe rmi t t o 
officiate in a n y c h u r c h bu i ld ing for t he t ime b e i n g 
s t and ing on l and fo rming pa r t of Un i t a r i an T r u s t 
p roper ty , such person or persons as a majori ty of t he 
congregat ion shal l f rom t i m e to t i m e in m a n n e r 
prescribed by t h e rules appo in t as officiating min i s te r 
or minis ters , un t i l such min is te r or minis ters shal l b e 
r emoved by a resolut ion of t he major i ty of the congre­
gat ion, and shall also pe rmi t occasional service of such 
person or persons as a major i ty of t h e commi t t ee or 
t h e officiating min is te r ac t ing w i t h t h e au tho r i t y of 
such commi t t ee m a y from t ime to t i m e appoin t . 

(c) The Trus tees or t he Trus tee shall pe rmi t 
and suffer a n y bui ld ing for t h e t ime be ing s t and ing on 
U n i t a r i a n Trus t proper ty , or any p a r t of such b u i l d i n g 
to be used or let on hi re for purposes o the r t h a n 
rel igious or scholastic, u p o n p a y m e n t of such fees u p o n 
such t e rms and condit ions as t he commi t tee shall f rom 
t ime to t ime direct , b u t no such use or h i r i ng shal l b e 
for a longer period t h a n seven days. 

1 3 . The Trustees or t h e Trus tee shall from t i m e to 
to t i m e if so directed by a resolut ion of t h e congrega t ion 
p e r m i t any bu i ld ing or o ther erect ion for t he t ime be ing 
s t and ing upon lands fo rming pa r t of U n i t a r i a n T r u s t 
p rope r ty to be repaired, al tered, added to , improved, 
rebu i l t or pul led down and shal l from t i m e to t ime p e r m i t 
n e w bui ld ings to be erected ON. any such lands. 

1 4 . 



1 4 . (a) The Trustees or t h e Trus tee shal l from t ime 
to t ime if so directed by a resolut ion of t h e congregat ion 
or of the commit tee lease or let on hi re U n i t a r i a n Trus t 
p roper ty or any por t ion thereof for such period n o t 
exceeding one year a t such r en t or h i re money and for 
such purpose w h e t h e r rel igious or not , and on such t e rms 
a n d condit ions as shal l be prescribed by such resolut ion. 

(b) The Trus tees or t he Trus tee shal l f rom t ime 
to t ime if so directed by a resolut ion of the congregat ion , 
lease or le t on hi re Un i t a r i an T rus t p roper ty or any 
por t ion thereof for such period not exceeding five years 
a t such r e n t or h i re and upon such t e rms and condi t ions 
as shall be prescr ibed by such resolution. 

(c) T h e Trustees or t h e Trus tee shal l from t ime 
to t ime if so directed by a resolut ion of t h e congrega t ion 
mor tgage , charge or encumber U n i t a r i a n Trus t p rope r ty 
or a n y p a r t thereof for such s u m no t exceeding two 
thousand pounds upon such t e rms and conditions as shall 
be prescribed by such resolut ion. 

(d) The Trustees or t h e Trus tee shall if so 
directed by a special resolut ion of t h e congregat ion 
mor tgage , charge or e n c u m b e r U n i t a r i a n Trus t p roper ty 
or a n y p a r t thereof for such a m o u n t a n d u p o n such 
t e rms a n d condit ions as m a y be prescribed by such 
resolut ion. 

(e) The Trus tees or t h e Trus tee shal l if so 
directed by a special resolut ion of t h e congregat ion sell 
U n i t a r i a n T r u s t p roper ty or a n y p a r t thereof by publ ic 
auc t ion or p r iva te con t rac t a t such reserve, if any, a n d for 
such price or s u m and upon such t e rms as m a y be pre­
scribed b y such special resolution, or exchange , dedicate 
or otherwise absolutely dispose of t h e same or a n y p a r t 
thereof for such purposes a n d upon such condit ions as 
shall be prescribed by such special resolut ion. 

(f) Al l capi ta l moneys payable u n d e r or by 
v i r tue of a n y mor tgage , charge , exchange , dedicat ion, 
con t rac t sale, or o ther disposition in pu r suance of t he 
provisions of th i s clause or in t h e discharge or p a y m e n t 
off of any m o r t g a g e on the secur i ty of which moneys 
fo rming p a r t of Un i t a r i an Trus t p roper ty m a y be l en t 
or invested shall be payable to t h e Trus tees or t h e 
Trus tee , a n d the receipt of t h e Trustees or Trus tee for 
t h e same shal l a lone be a sufficient d ischarge to. t h e 
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person or persons pay ing t h e same, a n d all capi ta l 
moneys w h e n received by the Trus tees or Trus tee shall 
be he ld b y t h e m subject to t h e provisions of th is Act , 
and to be paid or applied in accordance wi th t he t e r m s 
of a n y resolution, or special resolut ion of t h e commit tee 
or t h e congrega t ion as t h e case m a y be . 

(g) All ren t , in teres t , dividends and o the r 
income ar is ing from a n y lease or l e t t ing on hi re f rom 
U n i t a r i a n T rus t p roper ty or from a n y inves tmen t of 
capi tal moneys fo rming pa r t thereof in accordance w i t h 
t h e provisions of th is A c t shal l be payable to t h e 
Trus tees or Trus tee , and the i r or its receipt a lone shal l 
be a sufficient d ischarge to t he person or persons pay ing 
t h e same, and all such ren t , interest and dividends, and 
o ther such income as aforesaid w h e n requ i red by the 
Trus tees or t he Trus tee shall be held by t h e m subjec t 
to t h e provisions of th i s Ac t , a n d to be paid to t he 
t r easure r or t reasurers or t h e commi t t ee or o ther t he 
person or persons appoin ted by the rules to receive t h e 
same. 

(h) The Trustees or t h e Trus tee shall no t be 
bound in t h e case of a n y sale, leasing, l e t t i ng on h i re , 
mor tgage , charge or encumbrance unde r a n y of t he 
provisions of th is section to render themselves , himself, 
or itself in any way personal ly l iable. N o purchaser , 
lessee, t enan t , hirer , mor tgagee or encumbrancee , or 
o the r person pay ing money to t he Trus tees or Trus tee 
shall be bound to see to t h e appl ica t ion of t he purchase 
money, ren t , pr incipal , or o ther moneys paid u n d e r or 
in respect of a n y sale, lease, l e t t ing on h i re , m o r t g a g e , 
charge , or encumbrance , or otherwise. 

1 5 . (a) T h e ne t moneys received w h e t h e r capi ta l or 
income u n d e r any leasing, l e t t i ng on h i re , mor tgage , 
charge , or encumbrances , sale, exchange , dedicat ion, or 
o the r disposition in pu r suance of t h e provisions of 
c lause four teen hereof shall be appl ied by the Trustees 
or t h e Trus tee to or towards all or any one or more of t h e 
following objects, t ha t is to say, for m a k i n g reasonable 
provision for such bonus or e n d o w m e n t of any officiating 
minis te r , or any person who shall have been an officiating 
minis ter , t h e widow of a n y such officiating min is te r 
or person, or such p a y m e n t on accoun t of a r rea rs of 
sa lary or as a re t rospect ive increase of salary a l ready 
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paid in accordance wi th a resolut ion of t he congregat ion 
or in t h e purchase or o ther acquisi t ion of proper ty , real 
or personal , t h e erection and furn ish ing of bui ld ings 
upon lands forming par t of Uni t a r i an Church p roper ty 
now or hereafter erected upon such lands , and for or 
towards such o ther capital expendi tu re as t he congrega­
t ion may by special resolution direct upon such t e rms 
a n d condi t ions as shal l be provided by such resolut ion. 

(b) The Trustees or t he Trus tee shall app ly 
from the said ne t moneys so received as aforesaid such 
s u m as t h e commi t tee shall direct in p a y m e n t of the 
legal and o ther expenses of or incidenta l to t he p re ­
para t ion and pass ing of th i s Ac t . 

(c) The Trustees or t he Trus tee shall as soon as 
shal l reasonably be pract icable, if so required from t i m e 
to t ime by a resolut ion of t he congregat ion, invest in 
the i r his or its n a m e all capi ta l moneys which af ter 
such appl icat ions and p a y m e n t s as aforesaid shal l from 
t ime to t ime be in t he hands of t he Trustees or t he 
Trus tee in such forms of i nves tmen t for t h e t ime being 
authorised by law or by ru le of t h e Sup reme Cour t of 
t he said S ta te in its equi table jur isdic t ion as t he congre­
gat ion shall by resolut ion direct on t h e t e r m s and 
condit ions prescribed by such resolut ion. 

1 8 . D u r i n g the period of th ree mon ths n e x t following 
the da te of the pass ing of this A c t t h e Trus tees or 
Trus tee shall w i th in seven days after t he expi ra t ion 
of one m o n t h after t he da te of t he receipt of a n y . 
income a n d after the exp i ra t ion of the said period of 
t h ree m o n t h s t he Trus tee shall within one m o n t h after 
t h e expirat ion of every period of th ree m o n t h s after t he 
da te of t h e receipt of any income pay to the t reasurer 
or t reasurers or o ther t he person or persons who shall 
by the rules be appointed to receive t he same unless 
otherwise directed by t h e commi t t ee all ne t income 
received by the Trustees or Trus tee from Un i t a r i an 
Church proper ty du r ing the immedia te ly preceding 
per iod of one or t h r e e m o n t h s respectively, and also 
such other moneys as by this A c t are directed to be paid 
to t h e Treasurer or Treasurers or to the c o m m i t t e e : 
Provided t h a t the Trustees shall , if so directed by a : 
resolut ion of the commit tee , pay all such income and 
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moneys as aforesaid to such members of t he com­
mi t t e e not be ing less t h a n th ree in n u m b e r as 
t he commi t t ee m a y by such resolut ion appo in t to 
receive t h e same in addi t ion to t he t reasurer or 
t r easure rs or o ther person or persons who shall by t h e 
ru les be appoin ted to receive t he same. The t reasure r 
or t reasurers or o thers the person or persons to w h o m 
the Trus tees shal l pay such income and money as 
aforesaid, shall pay the reou t such a n n u a l s u m by 
way of supe rannua t ion or pension to any re t i red or 
re t i r ing officiating minis ter , or to his widow, or by such 
ins t a lmen t s and a t such periods as shall be directed, 
by a n y special resolution of t h e congrega t ion a n d 
subject, there to to expend or app ly t h e same for such 
purposes of t h e Church , and in p a y m e n t of such 
expenses and ou tgo ings as t he commi t tee m a y b y 
resolut ion direct. I f in any year the re shal l be in t h e 
h a n d s of t he t reasurer or t reasurers or the commi t t ee or 
o ther t he persons or person appointed by the ru les to 
receive t he same accumula t ions of unexpended income 
a m o u n t i n g in t he aggrega te to twice t h e average income 
received du r ing the immedia te ly preceding th ree years 
such accumula t ed income shall be paid to t h e Trustees 
or t h e Trustee , to be held by t h e m h i m or i t as capital 
moneys forming pa r t of Uni ta r ian Trus t proper ty as 
hereinbefore provided. 

1 7 . The Trus tees or t he Trus tee shal l if so directed 
by a resolut ion of t he commit tee commence and 
prosecute or defend any such legal proceedings as shal l 
b y such resolut ion be directed to be commenced and pro­
secuted or defended a n d shall if so directed compromise 
a n d se t t le a n y legal proceedings whe the r ins t i tu ted by 
or aga ins t t he Trus tees : Provided t h a t t h e Trustees or the 
Trus tee shal l be ent i t led before c o m m e n c i n g t h e prose­
cut ion or defence of any legal proceedings to have such 
secur i ty as shal l be reasonably requ i red against p a y m e n t 
of damages , compensa t ion and legal costs, or a n y of 
t h e m , and any d ispute as to w h a t is reasonable secur i ty 
shal l be referred to and decided by t h e Mas te r in E q u i t y 
whose decision the reon shal l be final and conclusive as 
agains t all par t ies affected the reby : Provided, however, 
t h a t n o t w i t h s t a n d i n g a n y t h i n g in th i s clause conta ined 
any of t h e Trustees or t he Trus tee w ho or which shal l be 
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unwi l l i ng so to do shal l no t bo bound to commence and 
prosecu te or defend or jo in in commenc ing and p ro ­
secu t ing or in defending any such legal proceedings as 
aforesaid if he or i t shal l wi th in th ree days after pass ing 
of such resolut ion as aforesaid give not ice in wr i t ing to 
t h e o ther Trus tees for t h e t ime be ing of his refusal to 
do so or in t h e case of a sole Trus tee to t he C o m m i t t e e : 
Prov ided tha t in such case he or i t shall be deemed to 
have re t i red from his or i ts office of Trus tee as from t h e 
da te of t h e g iving of such not ice as aforesaid. 

1 8 . On a vacancy occurr ing in t he Min i s t ry of t h e 
said C h u r c h by dea th , res ignat ion, or incapaci ty of t h e 
officiating Min i s te r the commi t tee shal l fo r thwi th 
s u m m o n a special mee t ing of t h e congregat ion a n d 
shal l t ake such steps to obta in appl icat ions by or 
nomina t ions of o the r persons wil l ing to serve as 
such Min i s t e r and to s u b m i t such appl icat ions a n d 
nominat ions for selection by the congrega t ion as t h e 
congrega t ion m a y by special resolut ion of such mee t ing 
di rec t . The mee t ing so called m a y be ad journed from 
t i m e to t ime , and t h e commi t tee shall be empowered to 
r e s u m m o n such mee t ing a t such dates as m a y be 
convenien t and to lay before such adjourned m e e t i n g 
such appl ica t ions or nomina t ions and o ther in format ion 
as t hey may have obta ined in pu r suance of t h e resolut ion 
carr ied by such mee t ing , u n t i l t he congregat ion has by 
special resolut ion m a d e its selection from a m o n g the 
persons app ly ing or nomina ted as t h e officiating min is te r 
of t he said chu rch . 

1 9 . If in any th ree consecut ive years publ ic worship 
shal l be conducted in any c h u r c h as aforesaid on less 
t h a n twelve Sundays t h e congregat ion shall for t h e 
purposes of th is A c t be deemed defunct . O n t h e 
congrega t ion so becoming defunct t h e powers of sale, 
mor tgage , leasing a n d h i r ing and o ther powers he reby 
conferred u p o n the Trus tee shal l he exercisable by 
t h e Trus tee on bis or i ts own mot ion and w i t h o u t 
di rect ion f rom such congrega t ion and t h e clear p ro ­
ceeds of such sale, m o r t g a g e , leasing or h i r i ng or 
o the r deal ing shal l be employed by h im or it , 
subjec t to t h e approva l of the Governor- in-Counci l 
be ing first had a n d obta ined for or towards a n y s u c h 
U n i t a r i a n Church purposes wi th in t h e S ta te of N e w 
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Sou th W a l e s as t he Trus t ee shal l t h i n k fit, or if not so 
employed by i t w i th in five years from the said congre­
gat ion becoming defunct shal l be employed by i t for 
such U n i t a r i a n C h u r c h purposes w i th in any o ther S ta te 
in t h e Commonwea l th , or fai l ing th is w i th in Grea t 
Br i t a in as i t shall t h i n k fit and subjec t as aforesaid for 
and towards a n y such rel igious or educat ional purposes 
as t he Governor- in-Counci l m a y t h i n k fit. 

20. (a) The rules of t h e congregat ion which b y 
' m e m o r a n d u m signed by the pres ident or vice-president 
or o ther person appointed by t he commi t t ee for t h a t 
purpose shall be declared to be in force a t t he t ime of 
t he pass ing of th is A c t shal l be deemed to have been 
passed in accordance wi th th i s A c t and to be t he B u l e s . 

(b) The ru les m a y from t ime to t ime be 
rescinded, a l te red or added to by special resolut ion of 
t h e congregat ion . 

(c) The ru les shall prescr ibe al l th ings directed 
to be prescribed by th is A c t , and in genera l for t h e 
ca r ry ing in to effect of th is A c t and m a y provide for all 
acts and th ings which t h e commi t t ee m a y t h i n k proper 
for r egu la t ing t he affairs and business of t he Church , 
and inc lud ing in par t i cu la r t h e e lect ion of a Trus tee or 
Trus tees or t he a p p o i n t m e n t of a Trus tee C o m p a n y 
or t he Pub l ic Trus tee or a n y officer or officers to be 
appoin ted under t he provisions of this Act , and for t he 
conduct of mee t ings of t he congregat ion and of t h e 
commi t t ee . 

(d) The congregat ion shal l no t a t any t i m e 
m a k e any ru le whereby the acceptance of a n y creed, 
ar t ic le or profession of faith shal l be establ ished as a 
condi t ion of member sh ip of t he congregat ion , and a n y 
such ru le if m a d e shall have no force or effect, a n d 
n o t h i n g in this A c t expressed shall be deemed to 
declare or imply any t rus t for any par t i cu la r doct r ines or 
opinion as a t t ached to Un i t a r i an Trus t p roper ty or to t h e 
said congregat ion. N o pa r t i cu la r doctr ines or opinion 
are or shall be requi red to be t a u g h t or observed or for­
b idden to be t a u g h t or observed in such cong rega t i on : 

Provided always t h a t th is clause shal l no t p reven t 
t he congregat ion f rom m a k i n g use of such formular ies 
and means of Div ine worsh ip a n d genera l ly worsh ipp ing 
in such m a n n e r as by t h e P u l e s shall from t ime to t ime 
be prescribed. 2 1 . 



2 1 . (a) A resolut ion of t he congregat ion or of t h e 
commi t t ee shal l he deemed to have been du ly passed by 
a m e e t i n g of t h e congregat ion if i t shal l have been 
passed by a majori ty of t h e m e m b e r s of t h e congregat ion 
or c o m m i t t e e respectively p resen t a t a mee t ing of t he 
congrega t ion or commit tee respectively which shall have 
been convened in accordance with t h e Ru les . 

(b) A resolut ion shal l be deemed to be a 
special resolut ion if i t has been passed by th ree -
four ths or more of t he m e m b e r s vo t ing a t a m e e t i n g 
of t h e congregat ion du ly convened in accordance w i t h 
t h e rules , and consis t ing of no t less t h a n twenty-f ive 
persons, and confirmed by a s imilar major i ty presen t 
a t a subsequen t duly convened m e e t i n g of t h e 
congrega t ion held no t earlier t h a n two weeks nor l a te r 
t h a n four weeks after t h e mee t ing a t wh ich such 
resolut ion shal l have been passed. 

(c) For t he safety of t he Trustees or t h e 
Trus tee or of a person t a k i n g t i t le from or pay ing 
m o n e y to or o therwise deal ing with t he Trus tees or t he 
Trus tee t h e product ion of a copy certified u n d e r t he 
h a n d of t h e pres ident or vice-president or o ther person 
appointed by resolut ion of t he commi t t ee for t h a t 
pu rpose to be a copy of any resolut ion or special 
resolut ion of t he congregat ion or t he commi t t ee shal l 
be deemed to be conclusive proof of t h e resolut ion or 
special resolution of which i t pu rpor t s to be a copy, a n d 
t h a t all m a t t e r s by th is A c t or by t h e R u l e s requi red to 
be done or observed prior to or as condi t ions of t he 
pass ing of such resolution or special resolut ion have 
been done or observed, and t h a t such resolut ion or 
special resolu t ion has been duly passed and is in force 
a t t h e da te of such certification as aforesaid. 

2 2 . The hereinbefore A c t in t i tu led " A n A c t to 
enable t he Trus tees of cer ta in lands be ing t h e site for 
a U n i t a r i a n C h u r c h or School a t Church Hill, Sydney, 
to dispose of and convey t h e same a n d to apply t he 
proceeds of t h e sale in m a n n e r the re in men t ioned and 
for other purposes ," is hereby repealed. 
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THE SCHEDULE "A" ABOVE REFERRED TO. 

ALL that piece of land in the parish of St. James, county of Cumber­
land, and State of New South Wales, having a frontage to Liverpool-
street, Sydney, on which stands the Unitarian Church, and being tho 
land comprised in Certificate of Title, Volume CXLI, Folio 1ST. 


