
FRIENDLY SOCIETIES (AMENDMENT) ACT. 

Act No. 40, 1958. 

An Act to increase the amount of the benefits that may 
be paid by a friendly society or branch thereof; 
for this and other purposes to amend the Friendly 
Societies Act, 1912, as amended by subsequent 
Acts; to validate certain matters; and for pur­
poses connected therewith. [Assented to, 31st 
December, 1958.] 

T>E it enacted by the Queen's Most Excellent Majesty, by 
•*-* and with the advice and consent of the Legislative 
Council and Legislative Assembly of New South Wales in 
Parliament assembled, and by the authority of the same, as 
follows: —• 

1. (1) This Act may be cited as the "Friendly Societies 
(Amendment) Act, 1958". 

(2) 



2. T h e Fr iendly Societies Ac t , 1912, as amended by 
subsequent Acts , is a m e n d e d — 

(a ) by inserting next after p a r a g r a p h (i) of subsection 
one of section ten the following new p a r a g r a p h : — 

A n object of a friendly society which is the 
provis ion of the benefits set ou t in p a r a g r a p h (i) 
of this subsection shall include a n d be deemed 
always to have included the es tabl ishment , manage­
m e n t a n d ma in tenance or joining or co-operat ing with 
a n y o ther friendly society o r friendly societies in 
the establ ishment , m a n a g e m e n t and main tenance of 
hol iday accommoda t ion , a n d facilities in connect ion 
therewith , pr imar i ly for the use of the persons 
ment ioned in tha t p a r a g r a p h . 

(b ) ( i) by insert ing in subsection th ree of section 
twenty-six after the words " annua l r e t u r n s " the 
words "of a b r a n c h " ; 

(ii) by insert ing in the same subsection after the 
words "such a u d i t o r " the words "is a registered 
publ ic accoun tan t wi thin the mean ing of the 
Publ ic Accoun tan t s Regis t ra t ion Act , 1945, as 
a m e n d e d by subsequent Ac t s , o r " ; 

(c) by omit t ing f rom p a r a g r a p h (d ) of subsection two 
of section twenty-seven the words "s ta te whether 
a n y such a u d i t o r " a n d by insert ing in lieu thereof 
the words " , in the case of a n audi to r or audi tors of 
a b ranch , state whether a n y such aud i to r is a 

registered 

(2) T h e Fr iendly Societies Ac t , 1912. as amended by 
subsequent Ac t s a n d b y this Ac t , m a y b e cited as the 
Fr iendly Societies Ac t , 1912-1958. 



registered publ ic accoun tan t within the meaning of 
the Publ ic Accoun tan t s Regis t ra t ion Act , 1945, as 
a m e n d e d by subsequent Acts , o r " ; 

( d ) b y omit t ing subsection three of section thirty-two 
a n d by inserting in lieu thereof the following sub­
section : — 

(3) T h e secretary of a registered society or 
b ranch shall, within twenty-one days after the 
appo in tmen t of a n y trustees of such registered 
society or b ranch , send notice, in the form prescr ibed 
b y regulat ions m a d e under this Act , of such 
a p p o i n t m e n t — 

(a ) to the Regis t rar , where the notice is to be 
sent by the secretary of a registered 
socie ty; a n d 

(b ) to the secretary of the registered society 
of which the b ranch forms par t , where the 
not ice is t o be sent by the secretary of a 
b r anch . 

W h e r e the secretary of a registered society receives 
a not ice pu r suan t to p a r a g r a p h (b ) of this sub­
section, he shall, within fourteen days after receiving 
it, send it to the Regis t rar . 

(e) by inserting next after subsection two of section 
thirty-eight the following new subsection : — 

( 2 A ) ( a ) Where the revenue derived dur ing any 
year f rom the investment of moneys belonging to 
any fund of a society exceeds an a m o u n t equal to 
the prescr ibed percentage, with respect to such year, 
of such moneys , the society may , subject to the 

provisions 



provis ions of this subsection, transfer to any other 
fund of the society an a m o u n t equal to the difference 
between tha t excess a n d the aggregate of— 

(i) the expenses incurred in such year in 
respect of such f i r s tment ioned fund a n d 
pa id o r to be pa id out of such revenue in 
accordance wi th the provisions of sub­
section two of this sect ion; a n d 

(ii) where the revenue derived dur ing the 
preceding year f rom the investment of 
moneys belonging to such f i rs tment ioned 
fund, after deduc t ing theref rom the 
expenses incurred in such preceding year 
in respect of such fund a n d pa id ou t of 
such revenue in accordance with the 
provis ions of the said subsect ion two, was 
less t h a n the prescr ibed percentage , with 
respect t o such preceding year, of such 
moneys , the a m o u n t by which such revenue 
was so deficient. 

(b) A transfer f rom a n y fund of a society 
sha l l no t b e m a d e under this subsection unless— 

(i) where the fund f rom which the transfer is 
p roposed to b e m a d e is a fund kep t with 
respect to a n y of the benefits enumera ted 
o r referred to in p a r a g r a p h ( a ) , (c) or (e) 
of subsection one of section ten of this Act , 
a n d the provisions of section twenty-eight 
of this A c t have no t been dispensed wi th in 
respect of such society, t h e repor t of the 
ac tuary who , pu r suan t t o subsection three 
of t h e said section twenty-eight, m a d e the 
last r epor t on the assets a n d liabilities of 
the society conta ined a s ta tement by such 
ac tuary to the effect tha t it appea red to h im 
tha t the assets of such fund exceeded its 
liabilities a n d tha t the contr ibut ions 

payab le 



payab le b y the m e m b e r s of the society, 
p u r s u a n t to its rules, for the benefits to be 
p rov ided f rom such fund were sufficient to 
mee t the cost of providing such benefi ts; 
a n d 

(ii) the transfer h a s been a p p r o v e d — 

(a ) in the case of a society wi thout 
b ranches , b y the major i ty of the 
m e m b e r s of t h e society a t a 
general meet ing of the society; or 

(b ) in the case of any o ther society, 
by its cent ra l b o d y . 

A n y a m o u n t t ransferred to a fund p u r s u a n t to the 
provis ions of this subsect ion m a y , no twi ths tanding 
subsect ion one of this section, b e used for the 
purposes of tha t fund and , where a n y benefits a re 
p rovided from tha t fund, those benefits. 

I n this subsect ion— 

"Prescr ibed pe rcen tage" , wi th respect t o a n y 
year, m e a n s such percentage a s m a y b e 
prescr ibed wi th respect t o t ha t year b y 
regulat ions m a d e unde r this Ac t , or, where 
a percentage is n o t so prescr ibed, four pe r 
cen tum. 

" Y e a r " m e a n s year ending on the thir t ie th d a y 
of J u n e . 

(f) ( i ) b y omit t ing f rom subsection one of section forty-
eight the words " m o r e t han five h u n d r e d 
p o u n d s " a n d b y insert ing in lieu thereof the 
words " , f rom a n y one or m o r e such societies 
or b ranches , m o r e than three thousand p o u n d s " ; 

( i i) b y omi t t ing f rom the same subsection the words 
" o n e h u n d r e d a n d four p o u n d s a year b y way 
of annui ty , o r sick p a y in excess of five p o u n d s 
five shillings per week f rom a n y one or m o r e 

such 



such societies or b r a n c h e s " and by inserting in 
lieu thereof the words " two hundred a n d sixty 
p o u n d s a year by way of annui ty , or ten pounds 
ten shillings a week by way of sick p a y " ; 

(g) ( i ) by inserting next after subsection two of section 
eighty-one the following new subsection : — 

(2A) ( a ) A society enti t led to payments 
under this section m a y f rom t ime to t ime elect 
to be a society to which this subsection appl ies , 
a n d m a y revoke any such election. 

A n y such election or revocat ion shall no t 
have a n y force unti l the first day of July next 
following the day u p o n which not ice in writ ing 
of such election or revocat ion is given to the 
Regis t ra r . 

Whi le a n y such election is in force, this 
subsection shall app ly to the society which m a d e 
the election. 

( b ) W h e r e a society to which this 
subsection appl ies would , bu t for this subsection, 
h a v e been enti t led, in respect of a n y person, to 
a p a y m e n t under the provis ions of this section, 
o ther than this subsection, in respect of only 
pa r t of a year , there shall , in respect of such 
person, b e pa id to the society in respect of tha t 
year one-half of the a m o u n t tha t would have 
been payable , in respect of such person, under 
the said provisions h a d the society been entit led, 
in respect of such person, to a paymen t under 
the said provisions in respect of the whole of 
such year . 

A society entitled, in respect of any person, 
to a paymen t under this subsection in respect of 
a n y year shall not be entitled, in respect of 
tha t person, to a paymen t under subsection one 
of this section in respect of any par t of the 
same year . 

(ii) 



(ii) b y insert ing in p a r a g r a p h (a ) of subsection three 
of the same section after the w o r d "soc ie ty" 
where firstly occurr ing the words " o r a n y other 
registered soc ie ty" ; 

(iii) b y insert ing in the same p a r a g r a p h after the 
w o r d "soc ie ty" where secondly occurr ing the 
words "o r of the society a n d any o ther registered 
soc ie ty" ; 

( iv) by insert ing in p a r a g r a p h (b ) of the same sub­
section after the w o r d "soc ie ty" where firstly 
occurr ing t h e words "o r any other registered 
soc ie ty" ; 

(v ) b y insert ing in the same p a r a g r a p h after the 
w o r d " m e m b e r s h i p " the w o r d s " in the society 
o r in t h e society a n d a n y other registered 
soc ie ty" ; 

(vi) b y insert ing a t t he end of the same p a r a g r a p h 
the words "o r any o ther registered soc ie ty" ; 

( h ) b y omit t ing f rom section one h u n d r e d a n d twelve the 
w o r d s " o n p a y m e n t of a sum no t exceeding one 
shilling, a copy of the rules of the society o r b r a n c h " 
a n d b y insert ing in lieu thereof the words "a copy 
of the rules of the society o r b ranch , on paymen t of 
a fee no t exceeding the sum of one shilling, o r where 
a different sum h a s been approved b y the Regis t ra r 
a n d specified in such rules, tha t different s u m " . 

G O V E R N M E N T 


