
THE GREAT SYNAGOGUE, SYDNEY 
(AMENDMENT) ACT. 

An Act to amend The Great Synagogue, Sydney, 
Act, 1931, in certain respects; and for 
purposes connected therewith. [Assented to, 
22nd December, 1953.] 

V V 7 H E R E A S under and by vi r tue of an Act of the 
Pa r l i amen t of the S ta te of New South Wales 

passed in the year One thousand nine hundred and th i r ty 
one and inti tuled " T h e Great Synagogue, Sydney, Act, 
1 9 3 1 , " the members of a then unincorpora ted association 
known as The Great Synagogue, Sydney were const i tuted 
into a body corporate with pe rpe tua l succession and a 
common seal A N D W H E R E A S under t ha t Act the body 
corpora te was provided with cer ta in objects and was 
empowered to do cer ta in things A N D W H E R E A S by 
reason of the wording of the Act cer tain doubts have 
ar isen as to whether land owned by the said Synagogue 
is liable to the imposit ion of Municipal and other Ra tes 
and L a n d Tax and as to whether the Synagogue has 
power to acquire p rope r ty subject to conditions and to 
ca r ry out the requi rements of any such conditions A N D 
W H E R E A S certain doubts have also ar isen as to 
whether the Synagogue has power to ca r ry out cer tain 
char i table activit ies and to make donat ions to organisa­
t ions established for the education and t r a in ing of 
persons in the principles and pract ices of the Jewish 
F a i t h and to make donations to public chari table 
ins t i tu t ions A N D W H E R E A S cer ta in gifts devises and 
bequests to the Synagogue may be inval idated by the 
opera t ion of the rule of law re la t ing to perpetu i t ies A N D 
W H E R E A S it is considered expedient to ensure t ha t 
land owned by the Synagogue is freed from liabili ty to 
the imposi t ion of the said ra tes and taxes and to resolve 
the said doubts as to the powers of the Synagogue and 
as to the val idi ty of cer ta in gifts devises and bequests to 

the 



the Synagogue : B E I T T H E R E F O R E E N A C T E D by the 
Queen ' s Most Excel lent Majesty, by and wi th the advice 
and consent of the Legislat ive Council and Legislat ive 
Assembly of New South Wales in P a r l i a m e n t assembled, 
and by the au thor i ty of the same, as follows :— 

1. (1) This Act may be cited as " T h e Great 
Synagogue, Sydney (Amendment ) Act, 1 9 5 3 " . 

(2) The Grea t Synagogue, Sydney, Act, 1931, as 
amended by th is Act, m a y be cited as " T h e Great Syna­
gogue, Sydney, Act, 1931-1953". 

2 . The Great Synagogue, Sydney, Act, 1931, is 
amended— 

(a) by omit t ing from subsection (a) of section four 
the word and symbols " c l a u s e ( c ) " and by 
inser t ing in lieu thereof the words and symbols 
" c l ause s (c) , (d) and ( e ) " ; 

(b) by omit t ing from section five the word and 
symbols " a n d ( c ) " and by inser t ing in lieu 
thereof the word and symbols " ( c ) , (d) and 
( e ) " ; 

(c) by inser t ing next after clause (b) of section six 
the following new c lause :— 

( b l ) where the B o a r d of Management is of 
the opinion t h a t i t is in the in te res t or 
for the benefit of the body corpora te 
and in fur therance of the objects 
thereof so to do, acquire by gift bequest 
or devise any p r o p e r t y and agree to and 
ca r ry out the condit ions of any such 
gift, bequest or devise ; 

(d) by inse r t ing next af ter section six the following 
new sect ion:— 

6A. The rule of law re la t ing to perpe tu i t i es 
shall no t app ly to any condition of a gift, bequest 
or devise to which the body corpora te has 
agreed. 

(e) 



(e) (i) by omit t ing f rom clause (c) of section ten 
the words " t h e ca r ry ing on of any philan­
t h r o p i e s " ; 

(ii) by inser t ing at the end of the same section 
the following new clauses :— 

(d) to pe r fo rm and c a r r y out such 
chari table activit ies as to the B o a r d 
of Management m a y seem desirable 
or expedient ; 

(e) to make donat ions to or for the 
purposes of— 

(i) any organizat ion established 
for the education and t ra in­
ing of persons in the princi­
ples and pract ices of the 
Jewish F a i t h ; 

(ii) any public char i table institu­
tion. 


