
TRUSTEES OF PUBLIC RESERVES (LIMITA­
TION OF NUMBERS AND RETIREMENT) 
ACT. 

Act No. 51, 1941. 
An Act to make provision for the limitation of 

the number of trustees of public reserves 
and for the retirement of such trustees 
upon attaining the age of seventy years; 
for these and other purposes to amend the 
Public Trusts Act, 1897, the Crown Lands 
Consolidation Act, 1913, the Public Parks 
Act, 1912, and certain other Acts in certain 
respects; and for purposes connected there­
with. [Assented to, 5th November, 1941.] 

BE it enacted b y the King 's Most Excellent Majesty, 
b y and with t he advice and consent of t he Legis­

lative Council and Legislative Assembly of New South 
Wales in Par l iament assembled, and b y the au thor i ty of 
the same, as follows :— 

1 . This Act may be cited as the " T r u s t e e s of Publ ic 
Reserves (Limita t ion of Numbers and Re t i rement ) Act, 
1 9 4 1 . " 

2 . The Public T rus t s Act, 1897, as amended by 
subsequent Acts , is amended— 

(a) (i) by inser t ing in section four af ter the word 
" f i t " the words " P r o v i d e d tha t subject to 
section 4A of this Act no such appoin tment 
shall be made which would have the effect 
of main ta in ing or increasing the to ta l 
number of t rus tees beyond s e v e n " ; 

(ii) by omit t ing from the same section the words 
" I n the case of t r u s t s exist ing a t the 
commencement of this Act the power hereby 
conferred on the Governor shall not be 
exercised beyond the appoin tment of one 

such 



such t rus tee if the major i ty of the exist ing 
t rus tees shall object in wr i t ing to such 
addi t ional a p p o i n t m e n t " ; 

(iii) by omit t ing from the same section the words 
" P r o v i d e d always tha t in any t r u s t created 
af ter the commencement of this Act the 
to ta l number of t rus tees shall not exceed 
s e v e n " ; 

(b) by inser t ing af ter the same section the following 
new sections:— 

4A. (1) Nothing contained in this Act or in 
any document or notice c rea t ing or author is ing 
the creat ion of a t r u s t shall au thor ise the 
Governor to make any appoin tment of a t rus tee 
whether to fill a vacancy or otherwise which 
would have the effect of main ta in ing or 
increasing the to ta l number of t rus tees beyond 
seven. 

(2) The Governor may appoint a person 
who holds a par t i cu la r office or posi t ion to be a 
t rus tee by v i r tue of his holding tha t office or 
posit ion. 

W h e r e any such appoin tment is made, then 
in ascer ta in ing the number of t rus tees for the 
purposes of subsection one of this section, the 
person so appoin ted shall not be counted. 

Any person appointed to be a' t rus tee by v i r tue 
of his holding a pa r t i cu la r office or posi t ion shall 
cease to hold office as t rus tee on the day upon 
which he ceases to hold tha t office or posi t ion. 

4B. (1) The number ascer ta ined by dividing 
the total number of t rus tees by two and adding 
one to the quotient (any fract ional remainder 
being d i s regarded) shall, unless a g r ea t e r 
number is fixed by any rule, regulat ion, by-law 
or ordinance made (whether before or af ter the 
commencement of the Trus t ees of Publ ic 
Reserves (Limita t ion of Numbers and Ret i re­
men t ) Act, 1941) in tha t behalf, be the number 
of t rus tees necessary to form a quorum at any 
meet ing of the t rus tees . 

(2) 



(2) Any duly convened meet ing of the 
t rus tees a t which a quorum is p resen t shall be 
competent to t r ansac t any business of the 
t rus tees . 

(3) A decision of the major i ty of the 
t rus tees p resen t a t a meet ing shall be the 
decision of the t rus tees . 

(4) This section shall not apply in any 
case where a corpora te body has been appointed, 
p u r s u a n t to section two of this Act, to be t rus tees 
of any land. 

4c. (1) Trus tees appointed under this Act, 
whether before or af ter the commencement of 
the Trus tees of Public Reserves (Limita t ion of 
Numbers and Ret i rement ) Act, 1941, shall cause 
to be forwarded to the Minister dur ing the month 
next following the close of each year of the 
t r u s t an abs t rac t of all moneys received and 
expended by them dur ing the preceding year . 

Together with such abs t rac t the t rus tees shall 
cause to be forwarded to the Minis ter a s tate­
ment se t t ing for th— 

(a) the activit ies of the t rus tees in relat ion 
to the t ru s t dur ing such preceding y e a r ; 

(b) the number of duly convened meet ings 
of the t rus tees dur ing such preceding 
y e a r ; and 

(c) a record of the a t tendances a t such meet­
ings of each of the t rus tees . 

(2) The provisions of subsection one of 
this section shall not apply in any case where a 
corpora te body has been appointed, pu r suan t to 
section two of this Act, to be t rus tees of any land. 

E v e r y such corpora te body so appointed shall 
cause to be forwarded to the Minis ter in the 
month of J a n u a r y in each yea r a s ta tement 
set t ing forth the activities of the corpora te body 
in re la t ion to the t ru s t du r ing the preceding 
year . 

4D. 



4D. The Governor may, by notice in the 
Gazette, remove any t rus tee appoin ted under 
this Act, whether before or af ter the commence­
ment of the Trus tees of Publ ic Reserves 
(Limita t ion of Numbers and Ret i rement ) Act, 
1941, where the number of duly convened 
meet ings of the t rus tees held du r ing the year 
of the t r u s t which commences in the yea r one 
thousand nine hundred and for ty- two or dur ing 
any subsequent y e a r a t which such t rus tee was 
present , is less t han for ty pe r centum of the 
to ta l number of duly convened meet ings of the 
t rus tees du r ing such year . 

4E. (1) No pe r son of or above the age of 
seventy yea r s shall be eligible for appoin tment 
unde r th is Act as a t rus tee . 

(2) A n y pe r son appoin ted as a t rus tee 
unde r this Act, whether before or af ter the 
commencement of the Trus tees of Publ ic 
Reserves (Limita t ion of Numbers and Ret i re ­
ment) Act, 1941, shall cease to hold office on the 
day upon which he a t t a ins the age of seventy 
years . 

3 . The Crown Lands Consolidation Act, 1913, as 
amended by subsequent Acts , is amended— 

(a) by inser t ing in subsection one of section twenty-
six af ter the word " t h r e e " the words " n o r 
(subject to subsection (1A) of this section) more: 
than s e v e n " ; 

(b) by inser t ing a t the end of the same subsection 
the following new subsect ions:— 

(1A) (a) Nothing contained in subsection 
one of this section shall au thor i se the Minis ter 
to make any appoin tment of a t rus tee whether 
to fill any vacancy or otherwise which would 
have the effect of main ta in ing or increasing the 
to ta l number of t rus tees beyond seven. 

(b) The Minis ter may appo in t a pe r son 
who holds a pa r t i cu la r office or posi t ion to be a 
t rus tee by v i r tue of his holding tha t office or 
position. 

W h e r e 



W h e r e any such appoin tment is made, then 
in ascer ta in ing the number of t rus tees for the 
purposes of p a r a g r a p h (a) of this subsection, the 
person so appointed shall not be counted. 

Any person appointed to be a t rus tee by v i r tue 
of his holding a par t i cu la r office or posit ion shall 
cease to hold office as t rus tee on the day upon 
which he ceases to hold tha t office or posit ion. 

(1B) (a) The number ascer ta ined by dividing 
the total number of t rus tees by two and adding 
one to the quotient (any fract ional remainder 
be ing d i s regarded) shall, unless a g rea t e r 
n u m b e r is fixed by any rule or regulat ion, made 
(whe ther before or af ter the commencement of 
the Trus tees of Public Reserves (Limitat ion of 
Numbers and Ret i rement ) Act, 1941) in tha t 
behalf, be the number of t rus tees necessary to 
form a quorum at any meet ing of the t rus tees . 

(b) Any duly convened meet ing of the 
t ru s t ee s a t which a quorum is p resen t shall be 
competen t to t ransac t any business of the 
t ru s t ees . 

(c) A decision of the major i ty of the 
t r u s t e e s p resen t a t a meet ing shall be the 
decision of the t rus tees . 

( l c ) Trus tees appointed under this section, 
whether before or af ter the commencement of 
t h e Trus tees of Publ ic Reserves (Limita t ion of 
Numbers and Ret i rement) Act, 1941, shall cause 
t o be forwarded to the Minis ter dur ing the 
m o n t h next following the close of each yea r of 
t h e t rus t an abs t rac t of all moneys received and 
expended by them dur ing the preceding year . 

Toge ther with such abs t rac t the t rus tees shall 
cause to be forwarded to the Minister a s tate­
m e n t set t ing forth—-

(a) the activit ies of the t rus tees in relat ion 
to the t rus t dur ing such preceding y e a r ; 

(b) the number of duly convened meet ings 
of the t rus tees du r ing such preceding 
y e a r ; and 

Y (c). 



(c) a record of the a t tendances a t such 
meet ings of each of the t rus tees . 

(1D) The Minis ter may, by notice in the 
Gazette, remove any t rus tee appoin ted under 
this section, whether before or af ter the com­
mencement of the Trus tees of Publ ic Rese rves 
(Limita t ion of Numbers and Ret i rement ) Act , 
1941, where the number of duly convened 
meet ings of the t rus tees hold dur ing the y e a r 
of the t r u s t which commences in the year one 
thousand nine hundred and forty-two or du r ing 
any subsequent yea r a t which such t rus tee was 
present , is less than for ty pe r centum of t he 
to ta l number of duly convened meet ings of the 
t rus tees dur ing such year . 

(1E) (a) No person of or above the age of 
seventy yea r s shall be eligible for appoin tment 
unde r this section as a t rus tee . 

(b) A n y person appointed as a t rus tee 
unde r this section, whether before or af ter the 
commencement of the Trus tees of Publ ic 
Reserves (Limita t ion of Numbers and Ret i re ­
ment ) Act, 1941, shall cease to hold office on the 
day upon which he a t t a ins the age of seventy 
years . 

4 . The Public P a r k s Act, 1912, as amended by 
subsequent Acts , is amended— 

(a) by inser t ing at the end of subsection one of 
section four the words " T h e t rus tees so 
appointed shall not exceed seven in n u m b e r " ; 

(b) by inser t ing a t the end of section seven the 
following new subsection:— 

(2) No appoin tment under subsection one of 
this section shall be made which would have the 
effect of main ta in ing or increasing the to ta l 
number of t rus tees beyond seven. 

(c) by inser t ing af ter section seven the following 
new sect ions:— 

7A. The Governor may appoin t a person who 
holds a pa r t i cu la r office or posi t ion to be a t rus tee 
by v i r tue of his holding tha t office or posi t ion. 

W h e r e 



W h e r e any such appoin tment is made, then in 
ascer ta in ing the number of t rus tees for the 
purposes of subsection one of section four or 
of subsection two of section seven of this Act, 
the person so appoin ted shall not be counted. 

Any person appointed to be a t rus tee by v i r tue 
of his holding a par t i cu la r office or posit ion shall 
cease to hold office as t rus tee on the day upon 
which he ceases to hold tha t office or posit ion. 

7B. (1) The number ascer ta ined by dividing 
the to ta l number of t rus tees by two and adding 
one to the quotient (any fract ional r emainder 
being d is regarded) shall, unless a g r ea t e r 
number is fixed by any by-law made (whether 
before or af ter the commencement of the 
Trus t ees of Publ ic Reserves (Limita t ion of 
Numbers and Ret i rement ) Act, 1941) in t h a t 
behalf, be the number of t rus tees necessary to 
form a quorum at any meet ing of the t rus tees . 

(2) Any duly convened meet ing of the 
t rus tees a t which a quorum is p resen t shall be 
competent to t r ansac t any business of the 
t rus tees . 

(3) A decision of the ma jo r i t y of the 
t rus tees p resen t a t a meet ing shall be the 
decision of the t rus tees . 

(4) This section shall not apply in any 
case where the council of a municipal i ty has been 
appointed, pu r suan t to section six of this Act, 
to be the t rus tees of any land. 

7c. (1) Trus tees appointed unde r this Act, 
whether before or af ter the commencement of 
the Trus tees of Publ ic Reserves (Limitat ion of 
Numbers and Ret i rement ) Act, 1941, shall cause 
to be forwarded to the Minis ter dur ing the 
month next following the close of each yea r of 
the t r u s t an abs t rac t of all moneys received and 
expended by them dur ing the preceding year . 

Together 



Together with such abs t rac t the t rus tees shall 
cause to be fo rwarded to the Minis ter a s t a t e ­
ment set t ing for th— 

(a) the activit ies of the t rus tees in re la t ion 
to the t ru s t du r ing such preceding y e a r ; 

(b) the number of duly convened meet ings 
of the t rus tees du r ing such preceding 
y e a r ; and 

(c) a record of the a t tendances a t such 
meet ings of each of the t rus tees . 

(2) The provis ions of subsection one of 
this section shall not apply in any case whe re 
the council of a municipal i ty has been appoin ted , 
pu r suan t to section six of this Act, to be t rus tees 
of any land. 

E v e r y such council so appointed shall cause 
to be forwarded to the Minis ter in the month 
of J a n u a r y in each yea r a s ta tement s e t t i ng 
for th the activit ies of the council in relat ion t o 
the t ru s t du r ing the preceding year . 

7D. The Governor may, by notice in t h e 
Gazette, remove any t rus tee appointed u n d e r 
this Act, whether before or af ter the commence­
ment of the Trus tees of Public Reserves-
(Limita t ion of Numbers and Ret i rement ) Act , 
1941, where the number of duly convened 
meet ings of the t rus tees held du r ing the y e a r 
of the t rus t which commences in the yea r one 
thousand nine hundred and forty-two or du r ing 
any subsequent year a t which such t rus tee w a s 
p resen t is less than for ty pe r centum of the 
to ta l number of duly convened meet ings of the 
t rus tees du r ing such year . 

7E. (1) No person of or above the age of 
seventy yea r s shall be eligible for appo in tmen t 
under this Act as a t rus tee . 

(2) A n y person appoin ted as a t r u s t e e 
unde r this Act, whether before or a f te r t h e 
commencement of the Trus tees of Pub l ic 

Rese rves 



Reserves (Limitation of Numbers and Retire­
ment) Act, 1941, shall cease to hold office as 
from the day on which he attains the age of 
seventy years. 

5 . Notwithstanding anything contained in the Public 
Trusts Act, 1897, the Crown Lands Consolidation Act, 
1913, the Public Parks Act, 1912, or any of those Acts 
as amended by subsequent Acts, any trustee who has 
attained the age of seventy years before the commence­
ment of this Act or who attains that age after such 
commencement but before the thirty-first day of 
December, one thousand nine hundred and forty-one, may 
continue to hold office as trustee until the thirty-first day 
of December, one thousand nine hundred and forty-one. 


