
MARITIME SERVICES 
CO-ORDINATION BOARD ACT. 

Act No. 54, 1932. 
An Act to provide for the constitution of a Mari­

time Services Co-ordination Board; to 
authorise that board to make investigations 
in relation to the co-ordination and improve­
ment of the Maritime Services of the State, 
and to report thereon; to amend the Sydney 
Harbour Trust Act, 1900-1931, the Navi­
gation Act, 1901, and certain other Acts; 
and for purposes connected therewith. 
[Assented to, 21st December, 1932.] 

BE it enacted b y the King 's Most Excellent Majesty, 
b y and with t he advice and consent of the Legis­

lative Council and Legislative Assembly of New South 
Wales in Par l iament assembled, and b y the au thor i ty of 
the same, as follows :— 

1. (1) This Act may be cited as the " Mar i t ime 
Services Co-ordination Boa rd Act, 1932." 

(2) This Act shall commence upon a date to be 
appoin ted by the Governor and notified by proclamat ion 
published in the Gazette. 

2. (1) I n this Act, unless the context or subject -mat ter 
otherwise indicates or requires,— 

" Bo a rd " means the Mar i t ime Services Co-ordina­
tion Boa rd const i tuted under this Act. 

' Mar i t ime services " means the activit ies of the 
following author i t ies , namely, the Sydney H a r ­
bour T r u s t Commissioners , the Super in tenden t 
of the Depa r tmen t of Navigat ion, the Reclama­
tion T r u s t of New South Wales , and the Dredges 
Branch of the Depa r tmen t of Publ ic W o r k s , 
and includes all activities conducted for or on, 

behalf 



behalf of the S ta te by any au thor i ty or person 
in the exercise or discharge of any powers , 
authori t ies , duties or functions conferred or 
imposed by any of the Acts mentioned in the 
Schedule to this Act or by any amendment 
thereof or any rule, regulat ion or by-law made 
thereunder . 

" Member " means a member of the board, and in­
cludes a person appointed as deputy of a member 
of the board. 

(2) This Act shall bo read and construed so as not 
to exceed the legislative power of the S ta te to the in tent 
tha t where any enactment thereof would, but for this 
subsection, have been construed as being in excess of tha t 
power, it shall nevertheless be a valid enactment to the 
extent to which it is not in excess of that power. 

3. (1) F o r the purposes of the co-ordination and 
improvement of the mar i t ime services, there shall be 
const i tuted a Mari t ime Services Co-ordination Board , 
which shall ca r ry into effect the objects and purposes of 
this Act, and have and discharge the duties , powers , and 
functions thereby conferred and imposed on the board. 

(2) The board shall consist of five members , who 
shall be appointed by the Governor. 

(3) Of the five members so to be appoin ted one 
shall be the person for the t ime being act ing as Super­
in tendent of the Depa r tmen t of Navigat ion, one shall be 
an officer of the Depa r tmen t of Publ ic Works , and one 
shall be a person for the t ime being holding office as a 
commissioner under P a r t I of the Sydney H a r b o u r T r u s t 
Act, 1900-1931. 

(4) If any of the members re fer red to in subsec­
tion three of this section ceases to possess the qualifi­
cation in respect of which he was appointed to the board , 
he shall cease to be a member, and the Governor may 
appoin t a person possessing the necessary qualification 
to fill the vacancy on the board so ar is ing. 

(5) The provisions of the Public Service Act, 1902, 
shall not apply to the appoin tment of the members of the 
board. 

(6) 



(6) A member shall not be enti t led to receive any 
sa lary , fee, allowance or r emunera t ion for his services 
a s a member of the board . 

(7) One of the members shall in and by the ins t ru­
ment by which he is appoin ted be the chai rman of the 
board. 

(8) A n y th ree members of the board , of which one 
shall be the cha i rman or the deputy chairman, shall form 
a quorum for the purpose of t r ansac t ing business of the 
board. 

(9) I n case of the illness, suspension or absence 
of the cha i rman or any other member of the board, a 
depu ty may be appoin ted by the Governor to act for 
such member du r ing his illness, suspension or absence, 
and every such deputy shall, du r ing the t ime he acts as 
deputy , have all the powers and au thor i ty of such 
member . 

(10) Nothing in this section shall affect the p ro ­
visions of section t h i r t y of the In t e rp re t a t i on Act of 
1897. 

(11) No act or proceeding of the boa rd shall be 
inval idated or pre judiced by reason only of the fact tha t 
a t the t ime when such act or proceeding was done or 
commenced, the re was a vacancy in the office of any one 
member . 

(12) Upon the expi ra t ion of twelve months af ter 
the commencement of this Act, or upon the publicat ion in 
the Gazette of a proc lamat ion of the Governor declar ing 
t ha t the dut ies and functions imposed by section four of 
this Act have been discharged, whichever is the ear l ier 
da te , the boa rd shall be dissolved and the members of 
the board shall cease to hold office as such members . 

4. (1) The board shall, as soon as pract icable af ter 
the commencement of this Act, furnish to the Governor 
a r epo r t se t t ing out the s teps which they consider should 
be taken for the co-ordination and improvement of the 
mar i t ime services and for the establ ishment and continu­
ance of a p r o p e r s t a n d a r d of efficiency and economy in 
t he conduct of the var ious activit ies comprised within 
the mar i t ime services. 

(2) 



(2) Wi thou t prejudice to the general i ty of sub­
section one of this section, the board shall r epo r t par t icu­
lar ly as to the means to be adopted to provide for— 

(a) The ves t ing in one au thor i ty of the function of 
controlling, manag ing and direct ing the opera­
t ion of all d redging p lan t opera ted or used in 
connection with the mar i t ime services; 

(b) the vest ing in one au thor i ty of the function of 
controlling, manag ing and ca r ry ing out all con­
struction, maintenance and repa i r works re ­
quired or permi t ted to be car r ied out in connec­
t ion with the var ious activities comprised within 
the mar i t ime services; 

(c) such adjustment of the powers , author i t ies , 
duties, functions and obligations exercised and 
discharged in the var ious branches of the mar i ­
t ime services as will ensure the establ ishment 
and continuance of a p rope r s t anda rd of effici­
ency and economy in those services ; 

(d) the prevent ion of over lapping as between the 
Government of the Commonwealth of Aus t ra l i a 
and the Government of the S ta te of cer ta in 
mar i t ime services connected wi th nav iga t ion , 

(e) the making of such financial a r r angemen t s as 
may be necessary to c a r r y into effect the scheme 
recommended by the board for the co-ordination 
and improvement of the mar i t ime services; 

(f) the appl icat ion of the Publ ic Service Act, 1902, 
as amended by subsequent Acts , to officers, 
se rvants and employees employed in connection 
with the mar i t ime services. 

(3) The r epo r t of the board shall be accompanied 
by a d ra f t Bill for the legislation necessary to give effect 
to the b o a r d ' s repor t . 

5 . (1) The board, or any member or any person 
author ised by the board in wr i t ing in tha t behalf, ei ther 
general ly or for a pa r t i cu la r case or class of cases, m a y 
inspect any branch of the mar i t ime services and investi­
ga te the charac te r of the work therein per formed and 
the efficiency, economy and general working of the branch. 

W h e r e 



W h e r e the inspection and invest igat ion is conducted 
by the board, the board may examine such witnesses as 
may a p p e a r to it to be necessary. 

(2) The board may a t any t ime and from time to 
t ime require the Sydney H a r b o u r T r u s t Commissioners, 
the Super in tendent of the Depa r tmen t of Navigat ion, 
the Reclamat ion T r u s t of New South Wales , or any 
au thor i ty or person conducting activities in connection 
wi th the mar i t ime services to furnish all such informa­
tion as the board may require . 

(3) The board, or any member or any person 
au thor i sed by the board in wr i t ing in t ha t behalf, ei ther 
genera l ly or for a pa r t i cu la r case or class of cases, m a y 
inspect all books, pape r s , documents, accounts, places, 
p roper t i e s and buildings under the control of the Sydney 
H a r b o u r T r u s t Commissioners , the Super in tendent of 
the D e p a r t m e n t of Navigat ion, the Reclamat ion T r u s t of 
New South Wales , or any au thor i ty or person conducting 
act ivi t ies in connection wi th the mar i t ime services. 

(4) The board may for the purposes of this Act 
make use of the services of any officers, se rvants or 
employees of or under the control of the Sydney H a r ­
bour T r u s t Commissioners , the Super in tendent of the 
Depa r tmen t of Navigat ion, the Reclamat ion T r u s t of New 
Sou th Wales , or any au thor i ty conducting activit ies in 
connection wi th the mar i t ime services. 

6. (1) Notwi ths tand ing any th ing contained in th is or 
any other Act, the Governor, on the recommendat ion of 
the board, on being satisfied t ha t it is in the in te res t s of 
the public so to do, may from t ime to t ime by proclama­
t ion published in the Gazette direct the Sydney H a r b o u r 
T r u s t Commissioners , the Super in tendent of the Depar t ­
m e n t of Navigat ion, the Reclamat ion T r u s t of New South 
Wales , or any au thor i ty or person conducting activit ies 
in connection with the mar i t ime services to do or re f ra in 
f rom doing any act, m a t t e r or th ing whatsoever . 

Any such direction may be general or l imited to a 
pa r t i cu l a r case or class of cases. 

Any such proclamat ion may from t ime to t ime upon 
the recommendat ion of the board, be revoked or va r ied 
by the Governor by a like proclamation. 

(2) 



(2) E v e r y proclamat ion made under this section 
shall take effect from the da te of the publication thereof 
in the Gazette, or from a la te r da te to be specified in the 
proclamat ion and every direction contained in the procla­
mat ion shall be carr ied into effect forthwith. 

(3) E v e r y proclamation made under this section 
together with the recommendat ion of the board re la t ing 
to any direction contained therein shall be laid before 
both Houses of Pa r l i amen t within fourteen s i t t ing days 
af ter publication if P a r l i a m e n t is in session, and if not , 
then within fourteen s i t t ing days after the commence­
ment of the next session. 

If ei ther House of Pa r l i amen t passes a resolut ion of 
which notice has been given a t any time within fifteen 
s i t t ing days af ter the proclamat ion has been laid before 
such blouse disallowing any direction or p a r t thereof 
contained in the proclamation, such direction or p a r t shall 
the reupon cease to have effect. 

7. (1) The Governor m a y make regula t ions not in­
consistent with this Act, prescr ib ing all m a t t e r s which 
a re necessary or convenient to be prescribed, to ca r ry 
this Act into effect or to give effect to any power, func­
tion, du ty or au thor i ty of the board under this Act. 

Wi thou t prejudice to the genera l i ty of the foregoing 
provis ion of this subsection the regula t ions m a y provide 
for the const i tut ion of one or more advisory committees 
which shall exercise and discharge such powers , func­
t ions, duties and author i t ies in re la t ion to the execution 
of this Act as may be specified in the regulat ions. 

(2) The regula t ions shall— 

(a) be published in the Gaze t te ; 

(b) take effect f rom the da te of such publication or 
from a la te r da te to be specified in the regu­
lat ions ; 

(c) be laid before both Houses of P a r l i a m e n t wi thin 
fourteen s i t t ing days af ter publication if P a r l i a ­
men t is in session, and if not, then within four­
teen s i t t ing days af ter the commencement of 
the next session. 

If 



If either House of Parliament passes a reso­
lution of which notice has been given at any 
time within fifteen sitting days after the regu­
lations have been laid before such House dis­
allowing any regulation or part thereof, such 
regulation or part shall thereupon cease to have 
effect. 

(3) Any regulation may impose a penalty not 
exceeding twenty pounds for any breach thereof. 

(4) Any penalty imposed by the regulations may 
be recovered in a summary manner before a stipendiary 
or police magistrate or any two justices. 

SCHEDULE. 

No. of Act. Short Title. 

Act No. 1, 1900 ... The Sydney Harbour Trust Act, 1900-1931. 
Act No. GO, 1901 ... The Navigation Act, 1901. 
Act No. 12, 1920 ... The Harbour and Tonnage Rates Act, 1920. 
Act No. 37, 1930 ... The Reclamation Act, 1930. 
Act No. 119, 1902... The Fisheries Act, 1902. 
Act No. 18, 1901 ... The Net Fishing (Port Hacking) Act, 1901. 


