
SYDNEY CORPORATION 
(COMMISSIONERS) ACT. 

Act No. 43, 1927. 
A n A c t t o p r o v i d e for t h e a d m i n i s t r a t i o n d u r i n g a 

l i m i t e d p e r i o d of t h e C i t y of S y d n e y b y C o m ­
m i s s i o n e r s , a n d for t h e i n v e s t i g a t i o n of t h e 
p r e v i o u s a d m i n i s t r a t i o n t h e r e o f : t o s u s p e n d 
t h e o p e r a t i o n of c e r t a i n p r o v i s i o n s of t h e 
S y d n e y C o r p o r a t i o n A c t , 1 9 0 2 , a n d of c e r t a i n 
o t h e r A c t s ; t o a m e n d t h a t A c t a n d c e r t a i n 
o t h e r A c t s ; a n d for p u r p o s e s c o n n e c t e d 
t h e r e w i t h . [ A s s e n t e d t o , 2 8 t h N o v e m b e r , 
1 9 2 7 . ] 

BE it enacted by the King ' s Mos t Excel lent Majesty , 
by and with t he advice and consent of the Legis­

lative Council and Legislat ive Assembly of N e w South 
Wales in Pa r l i amen t assembled, and by the au tho r i t y of 
t he same, as follows :— 

1 . This Act may be cited as the " S y d n e y Corpora­
t ion (Commissioners) Act , 1927 , " and shall be read 
and const rued wi th t he Sydney Corporat ion Act, 1902, 
as amended by subsequen t Acts , which Ac t as so 
amended is in t ins Ac t referred to as t he Pr incipal Act . 

2 . (1) From a da te to be appointed by t h e Governor 
and notified in t he Gove rnmen t Gazet te (in th is Act 
called t he appointed day) the City of Sydney shall , 
d u r i n g the period for which th is A c t remains in force, 
be adminis tered by Commissioners. 

( 2 ) The Commissioners may , in t he n a m e and on 
behalf of t h e corporat ion styled t he Munic ipa l Council 
of Sydney, exercise any power or au tho r i t y of the 
corporation or of the council consist ing of t h e mayor 
and a ldermen, and shall car ry out and perform all the 
du t ies and obligations of t h e corporat ion and council . 

This 



This subsection shall ex tend to all powers, au thor i t ies , 
dut ies , and obligat ions conferred or imposed upon the 
corporat ion or the counci l by any of t he Acts ment ioned 
in t he F i r s t Schedule to th i s A c t or by any other A c t 
or by a n y regu la t ion by-law or i n s t r u m e n t or by a n y 
t ru s t or otherwise, and in pa r t i cu la r and wi thou t l imit­
i ng t he general i ty of the foregoing or any other provision 
of th i s Act , t h e Commissioners m a y exercise any of t he 
fol lowing powers, t h a t is to say, they m a y — 

(a) make , levy, and collect ra tes , tolls, charges , and 
imposts unde r t he Pr inc ipa l A c t or any o ther 
A c t ; 

(b) m a k e by-laws repeal ing, va ry ing , or in subst i tu­
t ion for any by- law made by the Council or 
t he Commissioners ; 

(c) exercise t he franchise conferred on the Counci l 
by t he F i re Brigades Act , 1909-1927 ; 

(d) elect an eligible person as a m e m b e r of t he 
W a t e r , Sewerage and Dra inage Board in any 
case in which b u t for this Ac t t he a lde rmen of 
t he City of Sydney m i g h t so e l e c t ; 

(e) pay out of the City F u n d any expense incur red 
in t he admin is t ra t ion of th is Ac t . 

The exercise by the Commissioners of any power or 
au tho r i t y shall be subject to any l imi ta t ion or condi t ion 
imposed by any A c t or by a n y regula t ion under th is Act . 

(3) The Commissioners shal l be t h e board for 
t h e purposes of P a r t I of t h e Elec t r ic L i g h t i n g and 
Gas E m e r g e n c y Act , 1917. 

(4) N o sale of real es ta te shal l be m a d e by t h e 
Commissioners save wi th the previous approva l of t h e 
Governor. 

(5) T h e Chief Commissioner or his depu ty m a y 
exercise any power or au thor i ty and shal l perform a n y 
du ty of t h e L o r d Mayor . 

(6) There shall no t be any election of a lde rmen 
or Lord Mayor for t he city in the m o n t h of December , 
one thousand n ine hundred and twenty-seven , or whi le 
th i s A c t remains in force. 

The Lord Mayor and a ldermen in office a t t h e 
c o m m e n c e m e n t of th is A c t shal l con t inue to hold office 
un t i l t h e appoin ted day and no longer . 

(7) 



(7) The corporat ion shall cont inue no twi ths tand­
ing t ha t du r ing the period for which this Act remains in 
force there are v a c a i u e s in the offices of Lord Mayor 
and a lde rmen . 

(8) A n y reference in any Act, regula t ion, by-law, 
or i n s t r u m e n t to t he Council or to the Mayor and 
a lde rmen or to the a ldermen of the city shall he deemed 
to he a reference to the Commissioners, and any such 
reference to the Mayor or to the Lord Mayor of the 
ci ty shall he deemed to he a reference to the Chief 
Commissioner or his deputy . 

(9) The Acts ment ioned in t he Second Schedule 
to this A c t are to the extent there in expressed hereby 
suspended du r ing the period for which this Act remains 
in force. 

3 . (1) The Governor may appoint by commission 
unde r the Seal of the Stare three fit and proper persons 
to he Commissioners for car ry ing into effect this Act 
and may appoin t one of such Commissioners to he 
Chief Commissioner. 

(2) Each Commissioner shall hold office un t i l 
t h e thir ty-f i rs t day of December, one thousand nine 
hund red and twen ty -n ine . 

(3) The Commissioners shall be paid for thei r 
services out of the City Fund salaries a t ra tes fixed by 
t h e Governor . 

(4) In case of the illness, suspension, or absence 
of the Chief Commissioner the Governor may appoint 
as depu ty of the Chief Commissioner any other Com­
missioner who shall , du r ing such illness, suspension, or 
absence of the Chief Commissioner , exercise his powers 
and perform his dut ies . 

I n case of the il lness, suspension, or absence of any 
Commissioner, the Governor may appoint some person 
to ac t as t he depu ty of such Commissioner d u r i n g 
such illness, suspension, or absence, and every person so 
appointed shall , while so ac t ing , have the powers and 
perform the duties of such Commissioner . 

W h e r e a Commissioner is appointed in pu r suance of 
th is section to ac t as depu ty of the Chief Commissioner 
t h e Governor may appoin t a person to be deputy of such 
o ther Commissioner whilst so ac t ing . 

The salary of a depu ty shal l be fixed by the Governor 
and be paid ou t of t h e City Fund . (5) 



(5) E a c h Commissioner or deputy before en te r ing 
upon the dut ies of Ids office shall m a k e and subscribe 
before t he Execu t ive Council an oath of al legiance to 
H i s Majesty and shall make and subscr ibe the following 
declarat ion of office :— 

I , having been appointed Chief 
Commissioner (or as the case may be) for t he City 
of Sydney, do hereby declare t h a t I will t ruly and 
faithfully fulfil the dut ies of t h a t office according 
to t he best of m y j u d g m e n t and abil i ty. 

4 . (1) Any Commissioner m a y be suspended from his 
office by the Governor for misbehaviour or incompetence , 
b u t shall not be removed from office except as herein­
after provided. 

The Minis ter shall cause to be laid before P a r l i a m e n t 
a full s t a t emen t of t he grounds of suspension wi th in 
seven days after such suspension if P a r l i a m e n t is in 
session and actually s i t t ing, and when Pa r l i amen t is no t 
in session or no t ac tual ly s i t t ing, wi th in seven days 
af ter t he c o m m e n c e m e n t of t he n e x t session or s i t t ing. 

The Commissioner so suspended unde r th is section 
shall be restored to office unless each House of Par l ia­
men t , wi thin twenty-one days from the t ime w h e n such 
s t a t e m e n t has been laid before it, declares by resolut ion 
t h a t t he Commissioner ough t to be removed from office, 
and if each House of Pa r l i ament w ithin t h e said t ime 
so declares, the Commissioner shall be removed by the 
Governor accordingly . 

(2) A Commissioner shall be deemed to hold a civic 
office w i th in the mean ing of t he Pr incipal A c t , b u t a 
person who is a director of a b a n k i n g company wi th which 
the council does business shal l no t on t h a t account a lone 
be deemed to infr inge t he provisions of section twen ty -
four of t h a t Ac t . 

(3) A Commissioner shall be deemed to have 
vacated his office — 

(a) if he becomes disqualified for a civic office ; or 
(b) if he engages du r ing his t e r m of office, w i thou t 

the previous consent of t he Governor, in a n y 
emp loymen t outside the dut ies of his office ; or 

(c) if he becomes b a n k r u p t or compounds wi th his 
creditors , or makes an ass ignment of his 
p roper ty or of his salary for the i r benef i t ; or 

(d) 



(d) if he absents himself from du ty for a period of 
fourteen consecutive days, except on leave 
granted by the Governor (which leave he is 
hereby authorised to g ran t ) , or becomes incap­
able of per forming his dut ies . 

( 4 ) A n y reference in this section to the Chief 
Commissioner or to a Commissioner shall ex tend to his 
deputy . 

5 . (1) The q u o r u m at any mee t ing of t he Com­
missioners shall be two. 

(2) No proceeding of the Commissioners shall be 
invalid or i l legal in consequence only of the fact tha t 
there was, a t t he t ime of such proceeding, a vacancy in 
the n u m b e r of t he Commissioners . 

(3) The Chief Commissioner, or in his absence his 
deputy , shall convene a mee t ing of the Commissioners a t 
least once a m o n t h . 

A n y m a t t e r connected with the city may be submit ted 
by a Commissioner a t a meet ing of the Commissioners 
for thei r considerat ion. 

( 4 ) The Chief Commissioner shall preside as 
cha i rman a t any mee t ing of the Commissioners, and in 
his absence his deputy shall so preside. 

If the Chief Commissioner and his deputy are both 
absent , the Commissioner who is senior in appo in tmen t 
or in case of equal i ty of seniori ty the Commissioner 
chosen by those present shall so preside. 

(5) A t any mee t ing of the Commissioners a t 
which the Chief Commissioner is present, he shall have 
a del iberat ive vote, and in the event of an equal i ty of 
vot ing, a second or cast ing vote. 

If a t any mee t ing of the Commissioners at which the 
Chief Commissioner is not present the Commissioners 
p resen t differ in opinion upon a mat te r , the de terminat ion 
of t h a t m a t t e r shal l be postponed to the n e x t mee t ing of 
the Commissioners. 

(6) The Commissioners may by resolution but 
subject to the approval of the Governor and to such 
conditions and qualifications as may bo prescribed in 
t he approval delegate to any one of their n u m b e r e i ther 
general ly or in any par t i cu la r case any of the powers, 
dut ies , or funct ions of the Commissioners, and may a t 
any t ime by resolution revoke any such delegation. 

The 



The Governor may by regula t ion prescribe t he 
powers and funct ions which m a y be performed and 
carried out by any one Commissioner. 

(7) A n y reference in th is section to the Chief 
Commiss ioner or to a Commissioner shall ex tend to his 
depu ty . 

6 . (1) The Commissioners shall invest igate such 
m a t t e r s in or connected with or r e l a t ing to t h e previous 
admin i s t ra t ion of t he city as may appear to t h e m to 
require invest igat ion, or as the Governor may direct to 
be invest igated, in order to ascer ta in whether , a n d if so, 
to w h a t ex ten t t h e conduct in re la t ion to any such 
m a t t e r of any person, w h e t h e r t h e holder of a civic 
office or not , has been cor rupt dishonest or improper . 

(2) The Commissioners m a y wi th t he approval 
of t h e Governor delegate any d u t y unde r th is section 
to any one Commissioner or to any fit person. 

(3) F o r t he purposes of any invest igat ion unde r 
this section the Commissioners and a delegate shal l 
have the powers and immuni t i e s of a Commissioner , 
a n d t h e Chief Commissioner shall have t he powers of a 
cha i rman , w i th in t he m e a n i n g of Division 1 of P a r t I I 
of t he Roya l Commissions Act , 1923, and the provisions 
of t h a t A c t wi th t he except ion of section th i r t een and 
of Division 2 of P a r t I I shall m u t a t i s mu tand i s apply 
to a n y witness or person summoned by or appear ing 
before the Commissioners or delegate . 

7 . The Commissioner's shall once in each year and 
a t such o ther t imes and in such m a n n e r a n d form as is 
prescribed by regula t ion or as t he Governor shall direct , 
furn ish full and t rue reports of the i r proceedings a n d 
accounts of all moneys raised and expended unde r t he 
provisions of th i s A c t . 

Such reports and accounts shall be laid before bo th 
Houses of Pa r l i amen t as soon thereaf ter as is pract icable . 

8 . (1) The Governor m a y m a k e regula t ions prescr ib­
ing all m a t t e r s required or necessary or convenien t to be 
prescribed for ca r ry ing ou t or g iv ing effect to th i s A c t . 

(2) The regula t ions sha l l— 
(a) be pub l i shed in t he Gaze t te ; 
(b) t ake effect from t h e da te of publ ica t ion or 

from a la ter da te to be specified in t he regula ­
t i o n s ; and 

(c) 



(c) be laid before both Houses of P a r l i a m e n t 
wi th in four teen s i t t ing days after publ ica t ion 
if P a r l i a m e n t is in session, and if not , then 
w i th in four teen s i t t ing days after t h e com­
m e n c e m e n t of t h e nex t session. 

( 3 ) I f c i ther H o u s e of P a r l i a m e n t passes a 
resolut ion of which not ice has been given at any t ime 
wi th in fifteen s i t t ing days after the regula t ions have 
been laid before such House disal lowing any regula t ion 
or p a r t thereof, such regu la t ion or pa r t shal l t he reupon 
cease to have effect. 

9 . This Ac t shall remain in force un t i l the th i r ty -
first day of December , one thousand n ine h u n d r e d and 
twen ty -n ine . 

S C H E D U L E S . 

F I R S T S C H E D U L E . 

No. of Act. Short title. 

42 Vic. No. 25 ... 
60 Vic. No. 23 . . . 

1902 No. 35 
1902 No. 39 
1905 No. 39 
1906 No. 16 
1908 No. 27 
1912 No. 8 
1916 No. 12 

1916 No. 6O 

1910 No. 76 
1917 No. 2 
1917 No. 22 
1919 No. II 
1920 No. 22 

1922 No. 39 
1924 No. 7 
1924 N o . 3 6 

1925 No. 18 

City of Sydney Improvement Act. 
Municipal Council of Sydney Electric Lighting 

A c t 
Sydney Corporation Act, 1902. 
Width of Streets and Lanes Act, 1902. 
Sydney Corporation Amendment Act , 1905, 
Sydney Corporation Amendment Act , 1900. 
Sydney Corporation (Amendment) Act, 1908. 
Sydney Corporation (Dwelling-houses) Act , 1912. 
Sydney Corporation (Amendment) (No. 2) Act , 

191G. 
Sydney Corporation Amendment (Costs) Act, 

1916. 
Local Government (Amending) Act, 1910. 
Electric Lighting and Gas Emergency Act, 1917. 
Sydney Corporation (Amendment) Act, 1917. 
Local Government Act, 1919 (section 522). 
Municipal Council of Sydney Electric Lighting 

(Amendment) Act , 1920. 
Sydney Corporation (Fish Markets) Act , 1922. 
Sydney Corporation (Amendment) Act , 1921. 
University and College Lands and Victoria Park 

Act, 1924. 
Sydney Corporation (Amendment) Act, 1925. 
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S E C O N D S C H E D U L E . 

No. of Act. Short t i t le . Exten t of Suspension. 

1902 .No. 35 ... 

1903 No. 39 ... 

1906 No. 16 ... 

1908 No. 27 ... 

1911 No. 23 ... 

1915 No. 37 ... 

1915 No. 61 ... 

1917 No. 22 ... 

1921 No. 7 ... 

Sydney Corporation Act, 1902 ... 

Sydney Corporation Amendment 
Act, 1903. 

Sydney Corporation Amendment 
Act, 1900. 

Sydney Corporation (Amendment) 
Act, 1908. 

Sydney Corporation (Amendment) 
Act, 1911. 

Sydney Corporation (Amendment) 
Act, 1915 

Sydney Corporation (Election of 
Mayor) Act, 1915. 

Sydney Corporation (Amendment) 
Act, 1917. 

Sydney Corporation (Amendment) 
Act , 1924. 

Sections 9 - 2 3 
both inclusive, 
25-57 both in­
clusive, 6 7 - 7 3 
both inclusive, 
paragraphs (b) 
(d) and (hh) of 
subsection (1 )of 
section 200, and 
t h e T h i r d , 
Fourth, Fifth, 
Sixth, Seventh, 
Eighth, a n d 
Ninth Sched­
ules. 

Section 4. 

Section 14. 

Section 38. 

The whole. 

The whole. 

The whole. 

Sections 3 and 4. 

Paragraphs ( 1 ) -
(8) both in­
clusive of sec­
tion 4,and para­
graph (a) of sec­
tion 6. 
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