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'NEW SOUTH WALES MEAT
INDUSTRY ENCOURAGEMENT

ACT.

Act No. 72, 1924,

673

An Act to encourage and improve the Meat George V,

B

Industry : and for other incidental purposes.
[&s%ontod to, 24th December, 1924,

I it enacted by the King's Most Excellent Majesty,
by and with the advice and consent of the Legis-

lative Council and Legislative Assembly of New b()uth
Wales in Parlinment assembled, and l)v the authority
of the same, as follows :—

1. (1) This Act may be cited as the “ New South Short title
Wales Meat Industry Encouragement Act ol 1924.7

(2) This Act shall come into operation on a date

to be appointed by the Governor and notified in the
Gazette,

2. In this Act, unless the context or subject-matter mterpreta-
otherwise indicates or requires,—

“ Australian Meat Couneil ” or ¢ Council ” means
the Australian Meat Council as defined in the
Act of the Parliament of the Commonwealth
of Australia intituled the Meceat Industry
Encouragement Act, 1924.

“ Board ” means the State Meat Advisory Board
constituted under the provisions ol this Act.

“ Cattle ” includes any bull, cow, ox, heifer, steer,
or calf.

“Fund” means the Meat Industiy Encouragement
Fund ereated by this Act.

¢ Minister ” means the Minister of Agriculture or
other Minister of the Crown charged for the
time being with the administration of this
Act.

Y “ Owner ”
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“Owner” means the owner of cattle or sheep
(whether jointly or severally), and includes the
agent, manager, or attorney of an owner, and
in the case of a company, unless some other
person be specifically nominated by the said
company, its registered public officer under the
Income Tax (Management) Act of 1912.

‘ Preseribed ”” means prescribed by this Act or by
the regulations.

“Regulations ”’ means regulations made under this

Act.
¢ Sheep ” includes any ram, ewe, wether, hogget, or
lamb.

“Stock ”’ includes all sheep and cattle.
“This Act” means this Act and the regulations
made thereunder.

Finance.

3. (1) There shall be established in the Treasury
a speeial account to be called “The Meat Industry
Encouragement Fund.”

(2) All assessments levied and moneys received
under this Act shall be paid into the fund.

(3) There shall be paid out of the fund such
amount as may be agreed upon between the Colonial
Treasurer and the Australian Meat Council to reimburse
the expenses incurred in the administration of this Aect
by the Colonial Treasurer or the Minister.

(1) The balance of the fund shall be paid to the
Austratian Meat Council, and shall be paid on demand
by precept made by its authority in due form, and
delivered to the Colonial Treasurer.

4. (1) Subject as hereinafter provided, the Minister
shatl in the month of September in each year, on the
recommendation of the board, make and levy in the
preseribed manner an assessment on ecach and cvery
owner of cattle and cach and every owner of sheep
at such rates as shall be determined and declared from
time to time by the Australian Meat Couneil, but at
not more in any onc year than one penny per head of
cattle and one-sixth of a penny per head of sheep on the
actual numbers returnable by the owner under the
provision of this Aect.

2)
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(2) An assessment shall beeome due and payvable

at the Treasury in Sydney within thirty days after the

»

date of the notice of sueh assessment :

Provided that—

(a) mo asscssment shall be payable by an owner on
any stock owned by him not exceeding one
hundred head of cattle or five hundred head of
sheep ;

(b) any amount so levied or any penalty may he
reduced cr wholly remitted either generally or
partially or in respeet of any owner by the
Minister on the recommendation of the board.

(3) Any person who fuails to pay an asscssment
made upon him before or at the due date shall be liable
to a penalty not exceeding twenty-five pounds.

(4) All assessments due and payable shall be
recoverable as a debt by (he Minister or some person
authorised by him in writing in any court of competent
jurisdiction. .

5. (1) The Minister may upon the recommendation
of the board in the manner prescribed require any or
every owner to make a return of any stock of which
he is the owner, or to supply any information require
for the purposc of this Act.

(2) Any owner who fails to make such return or
supply such information when required by the Minister
and within a time limit specified by him, or who makes
any false return or supplies any false information shall,
upon summary conviction, be liable to a penalty not
exceeding twenty-five pounds.

(3) Notwithstanding anything in this section the
Minister may, upon a resolution of the board, declare
the latest returns made under any other Act to be
returns under this Act for the purpose of making
assessments, and cause assessment to be made upon
such returns accordingly as if they had been specially
made for the purpose of this Act.

(4) The board shall have access as preseribed to—

(a) returns of sheep or large stock made under the
Pastures Protection Act, 1912, or any other
Act; and

(b) returns collected by the police or other
authoriscd persons for statistical or other
purposes. The
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George V, The board and its method of election.

Fsgﬁii;f. 6. (1) For the purposes of this Act there shall he

ment. established a board to be called the State Meat Advisory
Board.

(2) The members of the hoard, to be appointed
or elected in the manner preseribed, shall consist of—

(a) two owners of stock representing the cattle
interest

(b) three owners of stock representing the sheep
interest ;

(¢) one owner of stock representing the lamb
interest;

(d) three persons representing the meat works of
the State;

(e) a State executive officer and a Commonwealth
Government executive officer (neither of which
exceutive officers shall have a vote in any
proceedings of the board whatever).

(3) Such members shall be elected or appointed
in the manner preseribed.

Qualificaions €. (1) Every owner assessed under this Act, and who
of members  }1ag paid all moneys, due by him to the fund in respect
and electors. R . . . .
of the year in which the clection is held and of every
previous year, shall be qualified to be elected a member
of the board to represent the owners of stock.

(2) Every such owner shall be entitled to vote at
any such election according to the following scale of
votes :—

Under one thousand head of cattle, or six thousand
head of sheep—one vote.

One thousand and under five thousand head of
cattle, or six thousand and under thirty thou-
sand head of sheep—two votes.

Five thousand head of cattle, or thirty thousand
head of sheep and upwards—three votes.

Elections. (3) For the purpose of determining the number of
votes to which an owner shall be entitled at an election
under this Act where sheep and ecattle ave owned by the
same owner all such sheep and cattle shall be taken
into account, and for that purpose six sheep shall e
deemed to be equivalent to one head of cattle.

(4) At any election no single owner shall have
more than three votes even if his stock is located on
more than one property. 8.



New South Wales Meat Industry Encouragement Act.

8. (1) The first board shall be appointed by the
Governor by notification published in the Gazette.

(2) The first board shall remain in oflice for a
term to be fixed by the Governor, not excceding one
year after the commencement of this Act.

(3) Any vacaney in the first board shall be filled
by appointment by the Governor notified in like manner,

(4) In the yvear in which the first hoavl @res out
of office upon a day not later than the thirtieih day of
December to be appointed by the Governor an election
shall he held to eleet the members who fre to sit upon
the board for the remainder of the period of the duration
of this Act, but notwithstanding anything in this section
the then existing board shall remain in office until the
first meeting of the newly elected board.

(5) When at any election no members, or an
insuflicient number, luve heen elected to the board the
Governor shall, on the recommendation of the hoard, by
notice published in the Gazette appoint a sufficient
number of persons to fill the vacancies then existing.

(6) The rules, forms, and directions contained in
the Schedule to this AAet shall as to all matters to which
they extend regulate the proceedings in relation to all
elections hield under this Act. kuch rules, forms, and
dircctions may from time to time be amended or added
to by regulations made under this Act.

(7) The clections of the representutives of the
meat works upon the Loard shall take place at the same
time and subject to the same rules and conditions
which under this Aet apply to the election of owners’
representatives unless as otherwise expressly provided
hereafter.

At such election cach and every meat works recog-
nised as such by the Minister on the advice of the board
shall be entitled {o one vote and no more,

(%) Tie Governor-General of the Commonwealth
of Australia in Council may, and the Governor shall,
each severally, from time to time, as may appear con-
venient to them, appoint a Commonwealth executive
officer and a State executive officer to become members
of the board in conformity with the provisions of this

Act.
9.
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9. A board shall be duly constituted and may
transact business immediately upon election or appoint-
ment of members, hut a notification of an election or
appointment shall be published in the Gazette as soon
as conveniently mayg be thercafter.

Facation of meimbership.

10. Any member who—

(a) has been absent from three consccutive mcet-
ings of the board without leave obtained from
the board in that behalf; or

(1) removes his permanent domicile from the
State; or

. {e) becomes haukrupt or who by any deed or

writing whatever compounds with his creditors
or makes any assienment of Lis carnings or
effeets for their benelit; or

(d) dies or Liecomes an insane person, an insane
patient, or an incapable person within the
meaning of the Lanacy Act, 1898 or

(¢) is serving a sentence of imprisonment ; or

(f) has become disqualified or ccased to Tie quali-
fird as a member or elector under this Act in
any way or for any reason; or

(g) resigns his office as & member in writing,

shall be deemed to have vacated lis membership of the
board and shall forthwith cecase to be a member and
his seat upon the board shall be filled in the manner
prescribed.

11, If any member of the hoard who is disqualified
or whose office has beceome vacant continues to act as a
member of the hoard knowing that he is disqualified ov
that his office has become vacant he shall bhe liable on
summary conviction to a penalty not exceeding twenty-
five pounds.

12. In the event of any vaéaney arising at any time
upon the hoard by reason of the death, dquuauhcmon
or removal of any member, such vacancy shall be filled
upon the nomination of the official org: anisations of the
section of the owners or of the meat works in whose
representation such vacaney occurs.

Powers
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Powers and dutlics of board.

13. The board may at all times—

(a) advise the Minister on all matters relating to
this Act;

(b) act as the deputy or agent of the Australian
Meat Council in relation o any matter in
respect of which the said council is empowered
by its constitution to delegate its authority to
the board ; and

(e) deal ”‘CI)CI"IHV with respeet to any measures
whiel it may deem necessary to increase the
production of beef and mutton and their
by-products, and to improve the methods at
any time in use of breeding, carrying, killing,
cold-storing, or scliing stock and meat and
other products thereof.
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14. Subjcct to this Act the hoard shall meet for the poara's
transaction of its business at such times and places and proceedings.

upon such notice given as it may from time to time by
reselution d(‘fcrmm(‘ ; and it may make and enforce all
such rules as arc necessary in respect of its being called
together and of the proper conduct of its proceedings in
meeting assembled.

15. The quorum of the hoard shall be seven members, Quorum.

and provided that such number of members at least is in
attendance at a meeting otherwise properly constituted
the hoard may proceed to business even though there
may be for the time being a vacancy or vacancies in its
niembnnln'), and everything done h\ it shall have force
and be Vahd as if all the members of the board were
present.

16. The board shall in cach year at its first meeting Chairman,

cleet a chairman who shall preside over its meetings,
and in the event of his death or disqualification at any
time choose someone from among its members to fill the
vacancy so occurring.

1'7. No action or claim or demand shall lie or be
allowed against the Dboard or any of its members or
the Minister or any officer of the board or the Minister
in respect of anything done or omitted to be done by
the lawful authority of the board or the Minister and in
conformity with this Act and whereby damage, loss, or
injury may be caused to any person or persons, firm,
company, or public authority. 18.

Indemnity.
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138. In any proceedings in any court of law under
this. Act it shall not he necessary to prove the validity
of any decument authorised by the Minister or the hoard
or the authority of any officer of the Minister or board
to sign and issuc such document or to do any act done
in the execution of his duty for and on behalf of the
Minister or hoard.

Relation rilth Australian leal Council.

19, (1) The board, in duly constituted mecting of
which not less than thirty dayvs clear notice has been
given, shall choese and nominate four persons to he its
representatives upon the Australian Meat Counneil in the
following manner, that 1s to say : —

(1) Those of its members who are representatives
of the ment works <hall all of them together in
writing in a single document over their several
signatures nominate one persons and

(1) Thoze of its members who are representatives
of the cattle interest, the sheep interest, and
the lamb interest respectively shall each
according to their scetions and in like manner
to the representatives of the meat works
nominaie one person fo represent sueh interest.

Whercupon the chairman shall deelare the said persons
so nominated to he the hoard’s representatives upon the
Australian Meat Council and cause their names and the
period for which they are appointed to be entered in the
minutes of the mecting, a copy of whicli shiall forthwith
be sent by registered letter post or delivered Ly an
officer of the board to the chairman of the Australian
Meat Conncil.

(2) (a) The first board may appeint its rvepre-
sentatives on the couneil for a termi not exceeding
fifteen months.

(b) The sucececding board may appoint its
representatives on the council for the remaining period
of the duration of this Act or for such lesser period as to
it seems fit.

20. (1) Any vacancy which may oceur in the bhoard’s
representation upon the Australian Meat Council at a
time other than that of an clection as aforesaid shall be
filled upon the nomination of that section of the bhoard

’ which
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which originally chose the member whose scat has been
vacated, and the mode of procedure in such cases shall
be similar to that pursued at an election.

(2) Any vacancy which oceurs shall be filled
by the board at a meeting of which notice has heen
given within six wecks after it has been notified in
writing by the council.

LRegulations.

21. (1) The Governor on the recommendation of
the hoard may make regulations for carrying this Act
into eflect.

(2) Such regulations shall—

(a) De published in the Gazette;

(b) take effect as from the date of publication or
from a later date to be specified in the
regulations.

(3) All such regulations shall be laid before
both IIouses of Parliament within fourteen sitting days
after the publication thereof if Parliament is in scssion,
or if not, then within fourteen sitting days after the
commencement of the next session.

(1) If either IHouse of Parliament passes a reso-
Iution of which notice has heen given at any time within
fourteen sitting days after the regulations have been laid
before such House disallowing the regulations or any
part thereof, the regulations or part shall thereupon
ceasce to have effect.

() The regulations may impose a penalty not
exceeding fifty pounds for any breach thercof, which
penalty may be recovered in a court of summary
jurisdiction.

22. (1) Within three months after a fivst levy of an
assessment has been made under this Act, any number
of owners of stock, not being less than one hundred such
owners, who have duly paid such asscssment shall he
entitled to demand that a poll of stock-owners liable to
pay assessments under this Act shall be taken on the
question whether a further levy of assessments under
this Act shall be made or not.

(2) Such demand shall be in writing signed by
such owners demanding the poll, and shall be delivered
or sent to the Minister,

(3)
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(3) The Minister shall cause such poll to bhe
taken in the prescribed manner.

(4) If, upon such poll being taken, at least
sixty per centum of the stock-owners entitled to vote
thereat have voted, and the majority of the stock-owners
voting thereat have decided that no further asscssments
under this Aect shall be levied, that decision shall be
binding upon the Minister.

(5) 'The Governor shall forthwith, by procla-
mation published in the Gazette, notify the result of the
pell, and shall in the proclamation specify a date not
later than one month after the date of the proclamation
upon which this Act shall cease to have effect.

23. This Act shall cease to have effect upon the date
specified in a proclamation published under the last
preceding section, or, if no such proclamation has been
published, then upon the thirty-first day of December,
one thousand nine hundred and twenty-nine.

SCHEDULRE
Parnt 1.

Rules for elections of memlbers of the Lowrd {0 represent the owners
O_f stock.

1. Every member who vacates his office shail, if otherwise qualified,
be eligible fur re-election or reappointment.

2. At every election the chairman ex oflicio, or some other person
appointed by the board, or, if there is no board or chairman or no
person is appointed by the board, then such person as the Governor
appoints, shall be the returning officer.

3. As soon as conveniently may be after the appointment of a
returning  otieer, the Government Htati\liti,m shall furnish the
returning otlicer with a list in alphabetical order, showing—

(a) the name of every owner of catile or of shcop or of sheep and
cattle entitled to vote;

(L) the name or dese 1iption of every holding of such owners;

(¢) the number of stock returned for every such holding accmdmﬂ'
to the latest statutory returns; and

(d; the namber of votes to which every sach owner is entitled.

Such list shali be certified by the Government Statistician by writing
under his hand to be coreect, and, wlhen so certified, shall he the roll
of electors o he used at tie first election, and shdll be conclusive
evidence f the right of all persons to vote thereat,

4.
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4. (1) For the purposes of elections after the first, the sceretary of
the board shall, as soon as practicable after the last day of August next
preceding the clection of members or such other day as is preseribed,
prepare an alphabetical list containing the name and particulars of the
place of abode of every person who is entitled to vote at elections of
members representing the owners of stock, and, in such list, shall set
opposite the name of every person the number of votes to which he is
entitled.

Such list shall be certified by the secretary by writing under his
hand to be correct, and, when so certitied, shall be conclusive evidence
of the right of every person named therein to vote.

(2) The said list, when so eertified, shall be delivered by the
secretary to the returning ofticer, and shall be the roll of clectors to he
used at clections, and such roll shall coutinue in force until a new roll
is made.

5. 0n or before the first day of November in the year of the
clection, the returning oflicer shall give public notice of the election
by advertisement in some newspaper.

Such notice shall specify a day not less than fourteen nor_maore
than forty davs after the publication of such notice as the day of
nomination of candidates to represent the cattle intcrest, the sheep
interest, and the lamb interest respectively, and shall require the
candidates at such election to be nominated at some place namod in
such notice in manner hercinafter mentioned.

6. The place appointed for the nomination of candicates for election,
and for the declaration of the result of the clection, shall, whenever
practicable, be at the office for the time being of the hoard.

7. (1) Tnoorder that a person may become a candidate at an clection,
he shall be nominated by not less than twenty persons entitled to vote
at such election in manner following, that is to say,—Before four
o'clock in the afternoon of the day next preceding the day of nomina-
tion there shall be delivered to the returning ofticer, at the place
appointed, & nomination-paper, signed by the persons nominating him.

(2) Every nomination-paper shall be in the following form or to
the like effect, that is to say,— '

Nomination-papeee,
The day of

We, the undersigned, electors of the State Meat Advisory Board, hereby
nominate [stating Christiun name and surname] of as a candidste
for the oflice of member of the board to represent the cattle interest or sheep
intcrest or lamb interest as the case may be.

[Teve are to follow the siynatures.]

8. The returning officer shall, at all times between the hours of nine
o'clock in the forenoon and four o'clock in the afternoon upon each day
between the giving of a public notice of an election and the day of
nomination named therein, keep posted outside the place appointed for
the delivery of nomination papers the names of all persons who have
already Dbecome candidates at sach election in the cattle interest, the
sheep and the lamb interest respectively.

9
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9. Every person who—
(1) procures himself to be nominated as a candidate for the office
of a member of the board, knowing himself to be under this
Act ineapable of being or continuing such member ; or

(.

(8
~—

knowingly signs a nomination-paper nominating or purporting
to nominate as a candidate for such office a person incapable
of being or continuing such member ; or

(3) knowing that be is not qualitied to vote at an election of
members, signs a nomination-paper nominating any person as
a candidate at such clection ;

shall Le liable to a penalty not exceeding fifty pounds.

10. Tf at the expiration of the time limited for the nomination of
candidates the number of persons who are duly nominated in any
interest does not exceed the number of members to be elected in that
interest the returning otticer shall, at noon on the day of nomination,
at the place aforesaid, publicly declare such candidates to be duly
elected, and they shall he elected accordingly.

11. If at the expiration of the time limited for the nomination of
candidates the number of candidates nominated in any interest exceeds
the nomber of members to Le elected in that interest, the returning
ofticer shall, at noon on the day of nomination, at the place aforesaid,
publicly announce the names of the candidates, and also a day (not
being less than twenty nor more than forty days from the day of
nomination) on which the poll shall close as hereinafter provided, and
also the place at which the votes will be examined and the result of
the election ascertained.

The returning officer shall also forthwith give public notice by
advertisement in some newspaper, stating the names of the candidates
and the day on waich the poll will ¢lose; and naming also the place at
which the votes will be examined,

12. Tf the returning otlicer is prevented from attending to any of his
dutics by illness or other sufficient cause, he may, or in case of his
refusal or inability the secretary shall, by writing under his hand,
appoint a substitute to act for him : and such substitute shall thereupon
for the time bemng have, perform, and bhe subject to all the powers,
authorities, duties, and liabilities of the prinecipal.

13. If a poll is required to be taken, the returning othcer shall forth-
with after the day of nomination transmit by post to cvery person
entitled to vote at the clection a voting-paper ; or, if 4 voter appears
by the roll of el -ctors to be entitled to give more votes than one, then
50 many voting-papers as are equal to the number of votes which such
voter is entitled to give. Al owners of stock who are entitled to vote
shall he entitled to vote for members to vepresent the cattle interest,
to represent the =7 eey interest, and to represent the lamb interest,

The envelopes containing the voting-papers so posted by the returning
officer shall be endorscd with the words « State Meat Advisory Board
Voting paper.”

Every voting-paper shall contain the names in full, in alphabetical
order, of all the candidates for election, placing them in three sections,

namely
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namely, the cattle interest, the sheep interest, and the lamb interest, George V,

and shall be initialled by the returning officer, and shall be in the
following form, or to the like effect, that is to say,—

Volting-pager.

[This voting-paper, having been completed and signed before some other person
entitled to vote at the same clection, or justice of the peace, or the returning
officer, must be placed in a closed envelope addressed to the returning otficer and
endorsed ¢ State Meat Advisory Board Voting-paper,” anil be transmitted to the
place of nomination through the post. ]

AB. [Initials of Returning Officer.]
I [elristiun name and surncome in full], of , am an elector, and
am entitled to vote at the election of [insert nunther of members to be elected]

member [or members] of the Board, which is to take place at [stute pluace of
nomination] and closes on the day of .

Elector.
Witness :

Elector (J.P. or Returning Officer)

NAMES OF CANDIDATES.

(Strike out the names of the candidates in each interest for whom you
do not wish to vote.)

Cuttle interest.

ARCHER, THOMAS
BROWN, ALENXANDER
DO, JOIN

HARKIER, WILLLAN, &c.

Shices Tnterst, ]
JONES, JAMES
RON, RICHARD
SMITH, CHARLES l
THOMPSON, HENRY j

Lo intorest,

HENRY, CHARLES
JOHNS, WILLIAM
MURPHY, MARK |
WILLIAMS, ARCHIBALD }

!

No. 72.

14. Every voting-paper so transmitted to a voter shall be accom- :nvelope.
! I

panied by an unsealed envelope addressed to the returning officer at

the place of nomination, and endorsed with the words ¢ State Meat
p mation, )

Advisory Board Voting-paper.”

15. In printing voting-papers, vegard shall be had to the following 2rinting veting
papers,

rules, that is to say,—
(a) The name of every candidate shall be printed in plain capital
letters of not smaller than pica type ;
(b) The name of vne candidate only shall be printed in one line ;

. (©)
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(¢) On each side of every such line there shall be a blank space
of not less than one quarter of an inch ;

(d) Reasonable space shall be left for the signature of the voter
and of the witness to the voter's declaration ;

(¢) 1f two candidates have the same surname and christian name,
the residence and occupation of cach such candidate shall ba
added to his name.

16. Before posting the voting-papers, the returning officer shall cause
the form of the declaration on cach voting-paper to be filled in with—

(1) The christian name and surname in full, when known, of the
person entitled to voge ;

(2) The place and residence or place of business of the person
entitled to vote

(3) The place of nomination ;

(4) The number of members in cach interest to be elected ; and

(5) The date on which the poll will close.

17. If a candidate desires to retire from his candidature, he mayv,
before any of the voting-papers are posted, sign and deliver to the
returning officer or to the secretary a notice in the following form or
to the like effeet 00—

I, A.B., Lereby retire from being a candidate at the election of members to he

held on the day of , for the Ntate Meat Advisory Board.
Dated this day of
Witness, (1, (Signed) AB.

The returning officer, on the receipt of such notice, shall make
known as publicly as possible, by advertisement or otherwise, the fact
of the candidate’s retirenient, and, if the number of candidates is, by
his retirement, reduced to the number of persons to be elected at the
election, shall, as soon as conveniently may be, declare the remaining
candidates to be duly elected, and if the number is not so reduced,
shall omit or erase the name of the candidate so retiving from the
voting-papers.

18, The voter shall strike out from the voting-paper the nmune of every
candidate in each interest for whom he does not wish to vote, and shall
then sign such paper in the presence of some other person qualitied to vote
at the same election, or o justice of the peace, or the returning oflicer.

He shall then place the voting-paper in a closed envelope addressed
to the regurning ofticer at the place of nomination and endorsed with
the words aforesaid, and shall transieit the same by post.

19. The signature or mark of a voter who cannot write must be
atte-ted by a justice of the peace or the returning ofticer,

No person who cannot write shall be competent to attest the
signature of a voter.

20. No person who is a candidate or the agent of a candidate at the
clection shall attest the signature of a voter to a voting-puper for u:c
in the election.  And any such person who so witnesses a signature
shall be liable to a penalty not exceeding twenty pounds, but the vote
hall not be thereby invalidated.

21,
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21. At any time before three o'clock in the afternoon of the day
next preceding the day appointed for closing the poll, the returning
ofticer may issue a second or duplicate voting-paper to any voter whose
original voting-paper has miscarried or has been destroyed :

Provided that the voter shall first make a declaration before the
returning oflicer that he has not received the original voting-paper or
that it has been destroyed, and that he has not already voted at the
election.

22, The returning oflicer may at the request of a voter strike out
from the voting-paper the name of any candidate for whom the voter
does not wish to vote, and may attest the signature of a voter, but the
returning officer shall not personally receive any vote except tlnmmh
the post as hereinbefore provided.

23. No candidate or agent of a candidate shall receive or take any
voting-paper or envelope containing a voting-paper from a voter.

Any such person who so takes or receives a voting-paper or envelope
containing a voting-paper from a voter shall be liable to a penalty not
exceeding twenty pounds, and the election of a candidate who or
whose agent so takes or receives a voting-paper or envelope containing
a voting-paper shall be void.

24. Each candidate may appoint one person to be his serutinecr at
the place appointed for the examination of the voting-papers.

25. The returning officer shall at four ¢’clock in the afternoon of the
day appointed for closing the poll ard at the place of nomination, in
the presence of such candidates and scrutineers as may attend, examine
and count the number of votes received for each um(hdate in each
interest, and shall make out a written statement, signed by himself
and countersigned by any scrutincers who are present and consent to
sign the same, containing the numbers in words as weil as figures of
‘he votes for e'tch candidate so counted as aforesaid, and shall as soon
as possible there openly declave such numbers, and shall at the same
time and place declare the names of the candidates clected in cach
interest, and shall forthwith thereafter certify to the seeretary and to
the Minister, by writing under his hand, the names of the candidates
so elected in each interest, and the date of the declaration of the result
of the election.

At the time of opening the ballot-hox the returning ofiicer shall
produce for the information of the scrutincers an alphabetical list,
signed by bim, of all persons to whom he has posted or issued voting-
papers.

26. At the exawmination of the voling-papers, every voting-paper
which—

(1) does not bear the initials o the returning officer 5 or

(b)

(«)
(@)

(c)

Is not signed by the voter and attested in the manner
prescribed ;oo
ix manifestly ivregular; or
is signed by any person other han a qualified voter; or
contains a greater or less number of names of candidates
not struck ovt in any interest than the number of mcembers
to le elected i that intevest ; or

()
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(f) is so imperfectly executed that the intention of the voter
cannot with eertainty be ascertained,

shall be rejected.

7. At the examination of the voting-papers the returning officer
shall; upon the alphabetical list aforesaid, make a mark against the
name of the voter who voted.

28. If the number of votes for two or more candidates in the same
interest is found to be equal, the retwrning oflicer shall decide by his
casting vote which shall be elected.

29, The returning otticer shall forthwith, after the declaration of the
result of the election, make up in one packet all the voting-papers,
together with the alphabetical list of voters signed by him as aforesaid,
and shall scearely fasten and seal up such packet, and also permit the
same to he sea'ed by the scratineers present if they so desive, and
shall endorse npon 1t when so sealed a deseription of the contents
thereof and the date of closing the poli, and shall sign such endorsement
with his name, and shail canse such sealed packet to be delivered to
the secretary, who shidl safely keep the same for twelve months after
the receipt thereof.

At the expiration of such period of twelve months the chairman shall
cause the voting-papers to be destroyed in the presence of at least two
members of the board.

If any question at any thoe arvises touching the votes alleged to
have heen given at any election, the voting-papers contained in any
such scaled packet shall be received in evidence as proof of such votes
in any court of justice upon production thercof and upon proof that
the same were transmitted to the secrctary in due course by the
returning oflicer,

30. (1) It o veturning officer or any scrutineer iu the discharge of
his duties under this Act at or concerning an election learns for what
candidate any voter has voted at such election, ke shall not by word or
act or any other means whatsoever directly or indirectly divulge or
discover or aid in divulging or discovering the fact, save in answer to
some question which he is legally bound to answer.

Every such returning oflicer or scrutineer who knowingly and
wilfully offends aguinst this provision shall be liable to a penalty not
exceeding one hundred pounds.

(2) If a serutineer makes any mark upon any list of voters or
makes or writes any note or memorandum denoting or wherehy he can
know or remember for what candidate any voter has voted at an
election, he shall be liable to a penalty not exceeding one hundred pounds.

31. Every person who wiifully intrudes into the room appointed for
the examination of the voting-papers, other than the returning officer,
the candidates, and the serutineers, shall be liable to a penalty not
exceeding fifty pounds.

82. Everv returning otlicer shall have power and authority to main-
tain and enforce order and to keep the peace at any clection held before
him, and may without any other warrant than this Act cause to be
arrestedd and removed and taken before a justice of the peace any

person
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person who causes a disturbance at the clection, or who intrades into
or obstructs the approaches to the room appointed for the examination
of the voting-papers, or ¢omducts himself in a disorderly manner ; and
all police officers shall ail and assist the returning oflicer in the
performance of his duty.  Any person so brought before such justice
shall, if no other penalty is provided under this Act, be liable to a
penalty not exceeding ten pounds.

33. Every person acting as returning oflicer at an clection who is
guilty of any wilful misfeasance or wilful or negligent act of commission
or omission contrary to any of the provisions of this Act shall for
every such offence be liable to a penalty not exceeding fifty pounds.

34. No clection shall be liable to be questioned by reason of any
defect in the title or any want of title of any person before whom such
election is held if such person really acted at the clection, nor by reason
of any formal error or defect in any declaration or other instrument
or in any publication made under this Act or intended to be so made,
nor by reason of any such publication being out of time.

No election shall be void in consequence solely of any delay in
holding the election at the time appointed, or in taking the poll, or in
consequence of any impediment of a merely formal nature, and the
Governor may adopt such measures as may be nceessary for removing
any obstacle of a merely formal nature by which the due course of
any election might be impeded:

Provided that the validity of the clection and the measures so
taken shall be forthwith declared by the Governor by Proclamation.

35. All rcasonable expenses of or incident to any clection, incurred
by the returning officer, shall be repaid to him by the board out of
the fund.

Parr I1.

Rules relating to the olection of members of the board to vepresent

meut works,

1. The returning officer shall he the person referved to in section two
of Part I of this Schedule.

2. The secretary shall prepare a roll of voters, and this roll, when
certified by khim in writing and approved by the Minister, shall be
conclusive evidence of the right of every person mumed therein to vote.

3. Candidates shall e nominated by writing under the hand or seal
of three persons entitled to vote.

4. The day of nomination and the day for closing the poll and
counting the votes shall be the same as those fixed for clections of
represcentatives of the owners of stock.

5. Subject to the above provisions, the rules, forms and directions
contained in Part I of this Schedule shall, mutatis mutandis, apply to
clections of members of the board to represent meat works,

GOVERNMENT
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