
RIVER MURRAY WATERS ACT. 

Act No. 3, 1923. 
A n A c t t o r a t i f y a n a g r e e m e n t for t h e v a r i a t i o n 

of t h e a g r e e m e n t e n t e r e d i n t o b e t w e e n t h e 
P r i m e M i n i s t e r of t h e C o m m o n w e a l t h a n d t h e 
P r e m i e r s of t h e S t a t e s of N e w S o u t h W a l e s , 
V i c t o r i a , a n d S o u t h A u s t r a l i a , r e s p e c t i n g t h e 
R i v e r M u r r a y a n d L a k e V i c t o r i a a n d o t h e r 
w a t e r s : t o a m e n d t h e R i v e r M u r r a y W a t e r s 
A c t , 1 9 1 5 , a n d c e r t a i n o t h e r A c t s ; t o r e p e a l 
t h e R i v e r M u r r a y W a t e r s ( A m e n d m e n t ) A c t , 
1 0 2 0 ; a n d for p u r p o s e s c o n n e c t e d t h e r e w i t h . 
[ A s s e n t e d t o , 2 6 t h S e p t e m b e r , 1923 . ] 

T T 7 H E R E A S on the n i n t h day of Sep tember , one 
V \ t housand n ine h u n d r e d and fourteen, the P r i m e 

Min i s te r of the C o m m o n w e a l t h of Aus t ra l i a , ac t ing for 
and on behalf of t h e Commonwea l th , and the P r e m i e r s 
of t h e S ta tes of New Sou th W a l e s , Victor ia , and Sou th 
Aus t ra l ia , ac t ing for and on behalf of those S ta tes 
respect ively, entered in to an a g r e e m e n t (in th i s A c t 
referred to as " t h e said a g r e e m e n t " ) r e spec t ing t h e 
R i v e r M u r r a y and Lake Victoria and o the r wa te r s 
subject to ratification by t h e Pa r l i amen t of the C o m m o n ­
wea l th and the P a r l i a m e n t s of t h e said S t a t e s : A n d 
whereas t h e P a r l i a m e n t of t he C o m m o n w e a l t h and t h e 
P a r l i a m e n t s of t he said Sta tes have ratified and approved 
the said a g r e e m e n t : A n d whereas t h e P r i m e Min i s t e r 
of t he Commonwea l th of Aus t ra l i a , ac t ing for and on 
behalf of t he Commonwea l th , and responsible Min i s te r s 
of t h e said States , ac t ing for a n d on behalf of those Sta tes 

respect ively, 



respect ively, have entered into an a g r e e m e n t (in this 
A c t referred to as " t h e a m e n d i n g a g r e e m e n t " ) to va ry 
t h e said ag reement , subject to rat if ication by t h e 
P a r l i a m e n t of the Commonwea l th and the Pa r l i amen t s 
of t he said Sta tes : A n d whereas it is desirable to ratify 
a n d approve t h e a m e n d i n g a g r e e m e n t : Be it therefore 
enac ted by the K i n g ' s Mos t Exce l l en t Majesty , by and 
wi th the advice and consent of t he Legis la t ive Counci l 
and Legislat ive Assembly of N e w Sou th Wales in 
P a r l i a m e n t assembled, and by t h e au tho r i t y of t he same, 
as fo l lows :— 

1 . (1) This A c t m a v be cited as t he " R iver M u r r a y 
W a t e r s Act , 1 9 2 3 . " 

(2) The R i v e r M u r r a y W a t e r s Act , 1915, as 
subsequent ly amended , is in tliis A c t referred to as t h e 
Pr inc ipa l Act . 

(3) The Pr inc ipa l Act , as amended by th is Act , 
m a y be cited as t h e " R i v e r M u r r a y W a t e r s Ac t , 
1 9 1 5 - 1 9 2 3 . " 

(4) This Act shall commence on a day to be fixed 
by p roc lamat ion of t he Governor in t he Gazet te . 

(5) This A c t shal l b ind t h e Crown. 
2 . The R ive r M u r r a y W a t e r s ( A m e n d m e n t ) Ac t , 

1920, is hereby repealed. 
3 . The a m e n d i n g ag reemen t , a copy of which is set 

ou t in sect ion four of th i s Ac t , is by th i s A c t ratified 
and approved. 

4 . The Pr inc ipa l Act is amended as follows :— 
(1) By omi t t i ug from t h e p r eamble t he word 

" S c h e d u l e " and inser t ing in i ts stead t he 
words " F i r s t Schedu le " ; 

(2) by o m i t t i n g from the definition of " the agree­
m e n t " in section four t h e word " S c h e d u l e " 
and inse r t ing in its s tead t h e words " F i r s t 
Schedule , as amended by t h e a g r e e m e n t , a copy 
of which is set ou t in t h e Second S c h e d u l e " ; 

(3) by inse r t ing after t he word " a g r e e m e n t " in 
section five t he words " a copv of wh ich is set 
out in t h e ' F i r s t S c h e d u l e ' " ; 

(4) by omi t t i ng t h e head ing " S c h e d u l e " a n d 
inse r t ing in i ts stead t he h e a d i n g " F i r s t 
S c h e d u l e " ; 

( 5 ) 



(5) by adding- a t t h e end thereof the following 
S c h e d u l e : — 

S E C O N D S C H E D U L E . 

T H E AMENDING AGREEMENT. 

AGREEMENT made the t en th day of Augus t , one thousand nine 
hundred and twenty- three , between the R i g h t Honorab le 
Stanley Melbourne Bruce, P r ime Minis ter of t he Common­
weal th of Aust ra l ia , for and on behalf of the Commonweal th , 
of t he first par t , the Honorable Sir George W a r b u r t o n Ful ler , 
K.C.M.G. , Premier of t he S ta te of New South Wales , for and 
on behalf of t ha t S t a t e , of t h e second par t , the Honorab le 
H a r r y Suther land W i g h t m a n Lawson, Premier of the S t a t e 
of Victoria , for and on behalf of t h a t S ta te , of the th i rd par t , 
and the Honorab le Sir H e n r y N e w m a n Harwell, K.C.M.G. , 
Premier of t he S ta te of South Austral ia , for and on behalf of 
t h a t Sta te , of the; fourth par t . 

W H E R E A S on the n in th day of September , one thousand nine 
hundred and fourteen, an Agreement was entered in to by the 
P r ime Minis te r of the Commonweal th of Aus t r a l i a and the 
Premiers of the Sta tes of New South Wales , Victoria, and South 
Aus t ra l i a with regard to the economical use of t he waters of the 
River M u r r a y and its t r ibu ta r ies for i rr igat ion and navigat ion, 
a n d to the reconciling of the in teres ts of the Commonweal th and 
t h e said States , which Agreemen t was ratified by t h e Pa r l i amen t 
•of the Commonweal th of Aus t ra l i a and the Par l i aments of the said 
S ta tes , and which Agreement is hereinafter referred to as the 
Pr inc ipa l Agreement : 

A n d whereas a t conferences between the Honorab le Percy Gerald 
S t e w a r t , Minis te r for W o r k s and Rai lways of the Commonweal th 
of Aust ra l ia , the Honorab le R ichard Thomas Ball, Minister for 
Publ ic W o r k s of the S t a t e of N e w South W a l e s , the Honorab le 
H e n r y Angus , Ass is tan t Minis te r for W a t e r Supply of the S ta te of 
Victor ia , and the Honorable J o h n George Bice, Chief Secretary of 
t he S ta te of South Austral ia, held on the twenty- th i rd , twenty-
four th , and twenty-fifth days of May , one thousand n ine hundred 
a n d twenty- three , certain resolutions were agreed to wi th a view to 
modifying cer ta in of the provisions of the Pr inc ipa l A g r e e m e n t : 

Now i t is hereby fur ther agreed as fol lows:— 

I . RATIFICATION AND ENFORCEMENT. 

1. This A g r e e m e n t is subject to ratification by the Pa r l i amen t s 
of t he Commonweal th and of t he Sta tes of N e w South Wales , 
Victoria, and South Aus t ra l i a , and shall come in to effect when so 
•ratified. 

2. The Cont rac t ing Governments hereby agree to submi t this 
Agreement for ratification to the respective Pa r l i amen t s of the 
Commonwea l th and of t h e said S ta tes dur ing the present session 
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of a n y such Pa r l i amen t , or if any such Pa r l i amen t is not in session 
a t the da t e of this Agreemen t then a t t he first session of such 
Pa r l i amen t held af ter the da te of this Agreement . 

3. Each of the Cont rac t ing Governments so far as i ts jurisdiction, 
ex tends and so far as i t may be necessary shall provide for o r 
secure the execut ion and enforcement of t he provisions of t h i s 
Agreemen t and any A c t s ra t i fying the same. 

4. On and after t he da t e of ratification of th is Agreemen t , t h s 
Pr inc ipa l Agreement shall be read and construed as if the amend­
ments made therein by this Agreemen t were incorporated t he re in . 

I I . AMENDMENT OF PRINCIPAL AGREEMENT. 

5. Clause six of t h e Pr inc ipa l Agreement is amended by 
inser t ing after the word " a n d " (first occurr ing) t he words. 
" , subject to clause forty-four of this Agreement , " 

6. Clause twenty-one of the Pr incipal Agreemen t is a m e n d e d — 
(a) liy inser t ing after the word " "Wentworth " (first occur­

ring) the words " (except ing t he weir and lock to b e 
constructed on the River M u r r a y below its j unc t i on 
with t he R ive r Dar l ing by the Government of New 
South Wales or by the Government of Vic tor ia or by 
bo th those Governments j o i n t l y ) " ; a n d 

(b) by inser t ing after t he words " R i v e r D a r l i n g " (last 
occurring) t he words " and one weir and lock below t h e 
said junc t ion ." 

7. Af te r clause twenty-four of the Pr incipal Agreemen t t h e 
following clause is inser ted :— 

" 24A. The construct ion of works provided for in this. 
Agreemen t which will provide for t he needs of i r r igat ion shall 
have precedence over t he construct ion of any such works which 
will be pr imari ly for t he requirements of navigat ion." 

8. Clause forty-two of the Pr incipal Agreemen t is amended by 
omi t t ing t he words " Cont rac t ing Governments in t he proportions, 
set ou t in clause th i r ty - two of th is Agreement " and inser t ing in 
the i r s tead the words " S t a t e Cont rac t ing Governments in equal 
proport ions to be used by them towards t he cost of lock-keeping 
and the main tenance of navigat ion works cons t ructed under th i s 
Agreement . " 

9. Clause forty-four of the Pr inc ipa l Agreement is a m e n d e d — 
(a) by omit t ing the word " s e v e n " and inser t ing in its s tead 

t he word " t w e l v e " ; and 
(b) by add ing a t t he end thereof t he words " U n t i l clauses 

forty-five to fifty-one inclusive of th is A g r e e m e n t t a k e 
effect the Commission may from t ime to t ime d e t e r m i n e , 
by a three-fourths majority, the a m o u n t of wate r to b e 
allowed to pass for supply to South Aus t ra l i a . " 

10. Clause fifty-eight of the Pr incipal Agreemen t is amended—-
(a) by inser t ing after the word " b u s i n e s s " the words ", o r , 

in t he case of a quest ion to be de te rmined under clause 
forty-four of th is Agreement , if the Commissioners a r e 
equal ly d iv ided ," ; and 

(b) 



(b) by inserting, after the word "Commissioners" (second 
occurring), the words " , or, in the case of a question to 
he determined under clause forty-four of this Agreement, 
at least three of the Commissioners." 

11. Notwithstanding anything contained in clause thirty-two 
of the Principal Agreement, the Commonwealth Government 
agrees to increase to one quarter the proportion of the cost of 
carrying out the works mentioned in clause twenty of the 
Principal Agreement to be borne by the Commonwealth Govern­
ment, and for the purposes of clauses thirty-four, thirty-six, and 
thirty-seven of the Principal Agreement, the cost of carrying 
out the said works shall be deemed to be borne by the Contracting 
Governments in equal shares. 

The provisions of this clause are agreed to by the Commonwealth 
Government upon the understanding that it is the intention to 
carry out the Principal Agreement subject to such modifications 
thereof as are made by this Agreement or are at any time mutually 
agreed upon by all the Contracting Governments. 

In witness whereof the said parties to these presents have 
hereunto set their hands and seals the day and year first above 
written. 

Signed, sealed, and delivered by 
the abovenamed STANLEY 
MELBOURNE BRUCE, in the S. M . BRUCE. (L.S.) 
presence of— 

P. G. STEWART. 

Signed, sealed, and delivered by 
the abovenamed GEORGE GEORGE W. FULLER. 
WARBURTON DULLER, in the (L.S.) 
presence ot— 
It. T. BALL. 

Signed, sealed, and delivered by the 
abovenamed HARRY SUTHER-
LAND WIGHTMAN LAWSON, IN H.. S. W. L A W S O N . (r.s.) 
the presence of— 

HENRY ANGUS. 

Signed, sealed, and delivered by the 
abovenamed HENRY NEWMAN H. N. B A R W E L L . ( r . s ) 
HARWELL, in the presence 0F—I 

JOHN G. BICK. 

M A I N T E N A N C E 


