
Act No. 6, 1908. 

An Act to authorise payment s in s u b v e n t i o n of 
friendly soc ie t ies in certain cases ; and for 
purposes consequent thereon or incidental 
thereto. [23rd September, 1908.] 

BE it enac ted by the K i n g ' s Most Excel lent Majesty , by and wi th 
the advice and consent of t he Legis la t ive Council and Legis la t ive 

Assembly of New South W a l e s in P a r l i a m e n t assembled, and by the 
au thor i ty of the same, as follows :— 

1. This A c t may be cited as the " Subvent ions to Friendly 
Societies Act , 1908 ." 

2. I n this A c t — 
" F r i e n d l y society " means friendly society regis tered unde r the 

Friendly Societies Ac t of 1899, or unde r any a m e n d m e n t 
thereof. 

" A p p l i c a n t s o c i e t y " means a friendly society which makes 
appl icat ion for a grant in subvent ion , in accordance wi th the 
provisions of this A c t and wi th t he regula t ions unde r th i s Act . 

3. (1) The subvent ion gran ts unde r this Act shall be paid out 
of moneys to be provided by Pa r l i amen t . 

(2) Friendly societies desirous of obta in ing the advan tages 
of th i s Ac t shall apply for the same t h r o u g h the i r t rustees, in t he form 
to be prescribed by regula t ion , to the reg is t ra r of friendly societies, 
who shal l inves t iga te such claims, and m a k e recommendat ions thereon 
to t h e Minis ter charged with the admin is t ra t ion of th is Act . 

4. There shal l be paid to the t rus tees of every appl icant society 
by w a y of subven t ion— 

(a) one half of the cost to the society in each year for sick-pay, 
accord ing to its rules, in respect of the period of sickness 
after twelve mon ths from the c o m m e n c e m e n t of each case of 
cont inuous sickness, for all ma le members less t h a n sixty-l ive 
years of age and for all female member s less t h a n sixty years 
of a g e ; 

(b) the whole cost to the society for sick-pay in respect of male 
member s aged sixty-five years and over, and of female 
member s aged sixty years and over : 

Provided tha t the a m o u n t payable by the S ta te unde r th is 
section shal l not exceed five shil l ings for each week of sickness 
inc luded in any claim made under pa ragraphs (a) and (b) of this section. 

5. 



5. There shall be paid annua l ly to t he t rus tees of each app l ican t 
society a n a m o u n t equal to the total cont r ibut ions chargeable unde r 
t h e rules of the society for the benefits of medical a t t endance and 
medicine in respect of male member s aged sixty-live years and over, 
and of female members aged sixty years and over : Provided tha t t he 
rules of the society shall not charge rates of contr ibut ion for such 
benefits different to those chargeable to members under t he ages 
specified herein. 

6 . There shall lie paid annua l ly to the t rustees of each applicant 
society an a m o u n t equal to the total contr ibut ions chargeable unde r 
t he rules of the society to assure the paymen t of the funeral donat ions 
according to its rules in respect of male members aged sixty-live years 
and over, and of female members aged sixty years and over. 

7. The moneys received by t rus tees of a friendly society under 
the th ree last preceding sections shall be paid by t h e m into the 
respect ive funds which, according to the rules of t he society, are 
charged with providing the sickness, medical, or funeral benefit of the 
society or b ranch , as tin 1 ease may be, in proportion to the cost of 
sick-pay, medical , or funeral benefit to such funds respect ively upon 
which the a m o u n t of subvent ion was based. The trustees shall supply , 
in the form prescribed by regulat ion, a s ta tement in ad jus tment in 
proof of the due per formance of the above requi rements . 

8. The regis t rar of friendly societies shall t abula te , from the 
r e tu rns sent to h im unde r the provisions of the Fr iend ly Societies' Acts , 
and shall certify annual ly , the a m o u n t of sickness suffered in each 
society and b r a n c h for which a subvent ion is payable unde r th is Ac t . 

9. No payment shall accrue to any society under this Act un t i l 
the due requ i rement s of the law re la t ing to friendly societies have 
been observed and so certified by the regis t rar of friendly societies, 
nor un t i l t he society shall have registered a rule or rules avai l ing itself 
of the privileges of this Act. 

10. The subvent ion gran ts payable under this Ac t shall apply 
only in respect of claims re la t ing to periods subsequent to the th i r ty-
first day of December , one thousand nine hundred and e ight . 

11. Claims in respect of subvent ions payable under this Act 
shall not be paid unless preferred within six months after the close of 
the year in respect of which they are payable, 

12. The trustees of every friendly society shall supply such 
information as may be required from t ime to t ime by the registrar of 
friendly societies in fur therance of the objects of this Act . 

13. ( 1 ) Every person shall be liable to imprisonment for not 
more than six mon ths , with or without hard labour, if by any wilfully 
false s t a tement as to age, or o ther ma t t e r relat ive to the g ran t of any 
subvent ion benefit unde r this Act , he obtains or aids or abets any 

person 



person to obta in subvent ion benefit which he would not otherwise 
have obtained, or of grea te r a m o u n t t h a n he would otherwise have 
obtained. 

(2) I n any ease where a miss ta tement has secured to any 
society or b r anch a h igher subvent ion t h a n t h a t to which it was 
ent i t led , the Colonial Treasurer m a y reduce t he a m o u n t of subsequent 
subvent ion g r a n t s to such ex t en t as he may consider justifiable u n d e r 
t he c i rcumstances . 

14. I f a t rus tee of a friendly society applies otherwise t h a n in 
the m a n n e r au thor ised by th is Act , any moneys being or being pa r t 
of a subvent ion g ran t made to t h a t society unde r th i s Act , he shall be 
l iable to a pena l ty not exceeding one h u n d r e d pounds . 

15. The Governor may m a k e regula t ions for ca r ry ing out t he 
in ten t ions of th is Act , and m a y impose any pena l ty not exceeding 
fifty pounds for t h e breach of any such regula t ions . 

16. Al l penal t ies unde r this Act may be imposed by or recovered 
before a s t ipendiary or police magis t ra te , or any two just ices in pe t t y 
sessions. 

17. The regis t rar of fr iendly societies shall be en t rus ted with 
t h e dut ies ar is ing out of the adminis t ra t ion of th is Act , in addi t ion to 
his funct ions unde r the Friendly Societies Act , 1899. 


