
Act No. 18, 1902. 
An Act to consolidate the Acts concerning 

Games and Wagers and for the Suppression 
of Betting-houses. [24:th January, 1902.] 

BE it enacted by t h e K i n g ' s Mos t Exce l l en t Majes ty by and wi th 
the advice and consent of the Legis la t ive Council and Legislat ive 

Assembly of N e w South W a l e s in P a r l i a m e n t assembled and by the 
au tho r i t y of t h e same as follows :— 

• P A R T I . 
R E P E A L A N D I N T E R P R E T A T I O N . 

1. This A c t m a y be cited as t he " Games W a g e r s a n d Be t t ing-
houses A c t 1 9 0 1 " and is divided in to P a r t s as follows :— 

P A R T I . — R E P E A L A N D I N T E R P R E T A T I O N — s s . 1 - 3 . 

P A R T I I . — G A M I N G A N D W A G E R I N G — s s . 4 - 1 3 . 
Powers to enter and search gaming-houses—ss. 4 , 5 . 
Offences—ss. 6 , 7 . 
Evidence and witnesses—ss. 8 - 1 1 . 
Cheating at cards or games—s. 1 2 . 
Avoidance of contracts—s. 1 3 . 

P A R T I I I . — B E T T I N G - H O U S E S S U P P R E S S I O N — s s . 1 4 - 2 5 . 
Interpretation—s. 1 4 . 
Poivers to enter and search betting-houses—ss. 1 5 , 1 6 . 
Offences—ss. 1 7 - 2 2 . 
Avoidance of contracts—s. 2 3 . 
Procedure and arrest—ss. 2 4 , 2 5 . 

P A R T I V . — G E N E R A L P R O V I S I O N S — S S . 2 6 , 2 7 . 2. 



2. The Acts ment ioned in t he F i r s t Schedule to this A c t a rc 
to the ex t en t there in expressed hereby repealed. 

3 . I n th i s A c t unless t h e con tex t or sub jec t -mat te r otherwise 
indicates or r equ i res— 

" J u s t i c e " means jus t ice of the peace. 

P A R T I I . 

G A M I N G A N D W A G E R I N G . 

Towers to enter and search gaming-houses. 

4. (1) A n y jus t ice upon compla in t made on oath t h a t t he r e is 
reason to suspect a n y house room premises or place to be kep t or 
used as a common gaming-house and t h a t i t is commonly repor ted 
a n d believed by t h e deponent so to be m a y by special w a r r a n t unde r 
his h a n d a n d seal au thor i se a n y constable to en te r in to such house 
room premises or place and ar res t search and b r ing before any two 
jus t ices all persons found there in and seize all tables i n s t rumen t s of 
g a m i n g moneys and securit ies for money found there in . 

( 2 ) Eve ry constable so author ised may if necessary obta in 
assis tance and use force whe the r by b reak ing open doors or otherwise 
for m a k i n g such en t ry a n d may search all par ts of such house room 
premises or place where he suspects t h a t tables i n s t r u m e n t s of g a m i n g 
moneys or securit ies for money are concealed. 

( 3 ) E v e r y special w a r r a n t shall be in t h e form contained in 
t he Second Schedule here to or to t he l ike effect. 

5. A n y police officer may enter in to any house room premises 
or place where a publ ic table or board is k e p t for p lay ing a t bill iards 
bagate l le bowls fives racque ts quoits skit t les or nine-pins or any gome 
of t h e l ike k ind w h e n and so often as he th inks proper . 

Offences. 

6. (1) The owner or keeper of any such gaming-house or o ther 
person hav ing the care or m a n a g e m e n t thereof and every banke r 
croupier and o ther person who acts in any manne r in conduct ing such 
ga in ing house room premises or place shal l be liable to a pena l ty not 
exceeding one h u n d r e d pounds or to impr i sonment wi th or w i t h o u t 
ha rd labour for a t e r m not exceeding six mon ths . 

( 2 ) Eve ry person found in such house room premises or 
place wi thou t lawful excuse shall be liable to a pena l ty not exceeding 
five pounds . ( 3 ) 



( 3 ) U p o n t h e convict ion of any such offender all t h e moneys 
and securities for m o n e y seized as aforesaid shal l he forfeited. 

( 4 ) The just ices before w h o m any person is b r o u g h t by v i r tue 
of a special w a r r a n t m a y direct all tables and in s t rumen t s of gaming 
seized the reunde r to be for thwi th destroyed. 

7. N o t h i n g here in contained shall p revent a n y proceeding by 
ind ic tment aga ins t t h e owner or keeper or o ther person hav ing t h e 
care or m a n a g e m e n t of any gaming-house or any room premises or 
place for g a m i n g b u t no person shall be proceeded agains t by ind ic tmen t 
and also unde r th i s A c t for t he same offence. 

Evidence and witnesses. 

8. ( 1 ) U p o n a n ind ic tmen t or informat ion a l leging t h a t any 
house room premises or place is a common g a m i n g house or place for 
g a m i n g i t shall be sufficient to p rove— 

(«) t h a t such house room premises or place is k e p t or used for 
p l ay ing there in a t any un lawful game and t h a t a bank is kep t 
the re b y one or more of t h e players exclusively of t h e others or 

(b) t ha t t h e chances of any game p layed there in are no t al ike 
favourable to all t he players inc lud ing a m o n g the players the 
banke r or other person by w h o m t h e game is managed or 
agains t w h o m the o ther players s take play or bet . 

( 2 ) E v e r y such house room premises or place shall even if 
open for t h e use of subscribers only or no t open to all persons desirous 
of us ing the same be deemed a c o m m o n gaming-house or place for 
gaming wi th in t h e m e a n i n g of th is A c t and all Ac ts con ta in ing any 
provision agains t un lawful games or gaming-houses . 

9. I t shall no t be necessary in support of any informat ion or 
i nd i c tmen t for g a m i n g in or suffering any games or gaming in or for 
keep ing or u s ing or be ing concerned in t h e m a n a g e m e n t or conduct of 
a common gaming-house or place for g a m i n g to prove t h a t a n y person 
found p lay ing a t any game was p l ay ing for any m o n e y wager or s take. 

10. W h e n e v e r any house room premises or place suspected to 
be used as a common g a m i n g house or place for g a m i n g is entered 
u n d e r a w a r r a n t unde r t he provisions of th is A c t t h e discovery there in 
or abou t t h e person of any of those found the re in of cards dice bal ls 
counters tables or o ther i n s t rumen t s of g a m i n g used in p l ay ing any 
unlawful game shall be evidence — 

(a) t ha t such house room premises or place is used as a c o m m o n 
gaming-house and 

(b) t h a t t h e persons found in t h e room or place where such tables 
or i n s t r u m e n t s were discovered were p l ay ing there in a l t hough 
no p lay Avas ac tua l ly going on in t he presence of t h e constable 
en te r ing unde r such w a r r a n t or his ass is tants . 

11. 



11. E v e r y person concerned in any unlawful gaming AVIIO is 
examined as a witness by or before just ices or on t he tr ial of any 
ind ic tmen t or informat ion agains t the owner or keeper or o ther 
person hav ing the care or m a n a g e m e n t of any common gaming­
house or place for gaming t o u c h i n g such un lawfu l gaming shall if he 
receives from the just ices or J u d g e by or before w h o m he is examined 
a certificate in wr i t ing to t h e effect t h a t he has m a d e t r u e and faithful 
discovery to the best of his knowledge of all th ings as to which he lias 
been examined be freed from all c r iminal prosecut ions forfeitures 
p u n i s h m e n t s and disabilities to which lie may have become liable for 
a n y t h i n g done before t h a t t ime in respect of such un lawful gaming . 

Cheating at cards or games. 

12. Whosoever by any fraud un lawfu l device or ill p rac t ice— 
{a) in p lay ing a t or w i th cards dice tables or other game or 
(7;) in bea r ing a pa r t in t he stakes wagers adventures or in be t t ing 

on t h e sides or hands of t h e m tha t do p lay or 
(c) in wager ing on the event of any g a m e sport pas t ime or 

exercise 
wins from any person to himself or others any s u m of money or 
va luable t h i n g shall be deemed gui l ty of ob ta in ing such money or 
va luable t h i n g from such person by a false pre tence wi th in ten t to 
chea t and defraud such person of t h e same a n d being convicted 
thereof shal l be punished accordingly. 

Avoidance of contracts. 

13. Al l contracts or agreements w h e t h e r by parol or in wri t ing 
b y way of gaming or wager ing shal l be n u l l and void a n d no suit shall 
be b r o u g h t or ma in ta ined in any Cour t of law or equ i ty for recovering 
a n y s u m of money or valuable t h i n g alleged to be Avon upon any wager 
or which has been deposited in t he hands of any person to abide the 
event on which any wager has been m a d e : 

Provided always t h a t th is enac tmen t shal l no t be deemed to 
apply to any subscript ion or cont r ibu t ion or agreement to subscribe 
or con t r ibu te for or toward any p la te prize or sum of money to be 
awarded to t h e winner of any lawful game sport pas t ime or exercise. 

P A R T 



P A B T I I I . 
B E T T I N G - H O U S E S S U P P R E S S I O N . 

Interpretation. 
14. I n th is P a r t of th i s A c t — 

" Valuab le t h i n g " includes any promise verba l or in wr i t ing 
condit ional or absolute to pay or give a n y va luable th ing . 

Powers to enter and search belting-houses. 
15. (1) A n y jus t ice u p o n compla in t m a d e on oath t h a t t he r e is 

reason to suspect any house office room or place to be kep t or used as 
a be t t ing-house or office cont ra ry to this P a r t of th is Ac t m a y by special 
w a r r a n t unde r his h a n d author ise any constable to en te r in to such house 
office room or place and arrest search and b r ing before any two jus t ices 
all persons found the re in and seize all moneys coin notes cheques 
I .O .U.s or o ther wr i t ings for securing the p a y m e n t of money and all 
lists cards or other documents re la t ing to rac ing or be t t i ng found in 
such house room office or place. 

( 2 ) Eve ry constable so authorised may if necessary obtain 
assistance a n d use force by break ing open doors or otherwise for 
m a k i n g such en t ry . 

( 3 ) Eve ry special wa r r an t shal l be in t he form contained 
in t he Second Schedule here to or to t h e l ike effect. 

16. The Inspec tor -Genera l of Police m a y upon receiving a 
repor t in wr i t ing from a n y Supe r in t enden t or Inspec tor of Police t h a t 
there are good grounds for bel ieving and t h a t he does believe any house 
office room or place to be k e p t or used as a be t t ing-house contrary to 
th i s P a r t of this Ac t au thor ise by order in wr i t ing such Super in tenden t 
or Inspec to r w i th such constables as he directs to en te r such house 
office room or place alnd to t ake in to cus tody all persons and seize al l 
lists cards or documents re la t ing to r ac ing or be t t i ng found in such 
house or premises . 

The Inspec tor -Genera l m a y by such order au thor ise such 
Super in tenden t or Inspec tor if necessary to use force for t h e purpose 
of effecting a n e n t r y w h e t h e r by b r e a k i n g open doors or otherwise. 

Offences. 
17. (1) N o house office room or o ther place" shall be opened 

k e p t or used a t any t ime for t h e purpose of any money or va luab le 
t h i n g be ing received by or on behalf of t h e owner occupier or keeper 
or any other person whosoever as or for the considerat ion for—• 

(a) any assurance u n d e r t a k i n g promise or ag reemen t express or 
impl ied to pay or give thereaf ter any money or valuable t h i n g 
on any event or con t ingency of or r e l a t i ng to any horse- race 
or o ther race fight game sport or exercise or 

(6) 



(b) secur ing the pay ing or giving by some o ther person of any 
money or valuable t h i n g on any such event or cont ingency. 

(2) Eve ry house office room or o ther place opened kep t or 
used for any of t he purposes ment ioned in th is section is hereby 
declared to be a c o m m o n nuisance . 

18. E v e r y house room office or place opened kep t or used for 
a n y of t h e purposes men t ioned in section seventeen shall be deemed 
and t a k e n to be a common gaming-house wi th in t he m e a n i n g of 
P a r t I I of th is Ac t and the owner and keeper thereof and al l persons 
found there in shall be l iable to all the provisions of t he said P a r t . 

19. (1) Whosoever opens keeps or uses any house office room 
or o ther place for a n y of t h e purposes ment ioned in section seventeen 
or knowing ly and wilfully permi ts the same to be opened kept or used 
b y a n y o ther person for any of such purposes or has the care or 
m a n a g e m e n t of or in any m a n n e r assists in conduct ing t he business of 
a n y such house office room or place opened k e p t or used for any of 
such purposes shall be liable to a penal ty not exceeding one hundred 
pounds or to impr i sonment w i th or wi thout ha rd labour for a t e r m no t 
exceeding six mon ths . 

(2) E v e r y person found in such house office room or place 
w i t h o u t lawful excuse shall be liable to a pena l ty no t exceeding fifty 
pounds . 

( 3 ) Al l moneys coin notes cheques I .O .U . s or other 
Writings for secur ing the p a y m e n t of money and all lists cards or o ther 
d o c u m e n t s re la t ing to rac ing or be t t i ng found in such house room 
office or place m a y on conviction of any offender u n d e r the provisions 
of th is section be adjudged to be forfeited or destroyed. 

20. Whosoever be ing the owner or occupier of any house office 
room or place opened k e p t or used for any of t he purposes ment ioned 
in section seventeen or a person ac t ing for h i m or on his behalf or as 
his m a n a g e r or ass is tant— 

(a) receives direct ly or indirect ly any money or valuable t h i n g 

(i) as a deposit on any bet on condit ion of pay ing any sum of 
money or valuable t h i n g on t h e happen ing of a n y even t or 
con t ingency of or re la t ing to a horse-race or o ther race 
or fight game sport or exercise or 

(ii) as or for the consideration for any assurance unde r t ak ing 
promise or ag reement express or implied to pay or give; 
thereafter any money or valuable t h i n g on any such event 
or cont ingency or 

(b) gives any acknowledgment no te securi ty or draft on t he 
receipt of any money or valuable t h i n g paid or given as 

aforesaid 



aforesaid pu rpo r t i ng or in tended to ent i t le t h e heare r or any 
o ther person to receive any money or va luable t h i n g on the 
h a p p e n i n g of any such event or cont ingency 

shall be l iable to a pena l ty no t exceeding fifty pounds or to imprison­
m e n t wi th or wi thout ha rd labour for a t e r m not exceeding th ree mon ths . 

21. "Whosoever— 
(a) exhibi ts or publ ishes or causes to be exhibi ted or publ ished 

any placard handbi l l card wr i t ing sign or adver t i sement 
(i) whereby i t is m a d e to appear t h a t any house office room or 

place is opened k e p t or used for t he purpose of m a k i n g 
bets or wagers in m a n n e r aforesaid or exh ib i t ing lists for 
b e t t i n g or 

(ii) w i t h i n t e n t to induce any persons to resor t to such house 
office room or place for t h e purpose of m a k i n g bets or 
wagers in m a n n e r aforesaid 

(b) on behalf of t he owner or occupier of or person us ing any 
such house office room or place invites other pei'sons to resort 
the re to for t he purpose of m a k i n g bets or wagers in m a n n e r 
aforesaid 

shall be liable to a pena l ty not exceeding th i r ty pounds or to imprison­
m e n t wi th or wi thou t ha rd labour for a t e r m not exceeding two m o n t h s . 

22. Whosoever sends exhib i t s or publ ishes or causes to be sent 
exhibi ted or publ ished any le t ter c i rcular t e l egram placard handbi l l or 
adver t i sement 

(a) whereby it is m a d e to appear t ha t any person in N e w South 
Wales or elsewhere will on applicat ion give informat ion or 
advice for t he purpose of or wi th respect to any such be t 
or wager or any such event or cont ingency as hereinbefore 
ment ioned or will m a k e on behalf of any o ther person a n y 
such bet or wager as is hereinbefore ment ioned or 

(b) w i th in t en t to induce a n y person to app ly to a n y house office 
room or place or person wi th a view of ob ta in ing informat ion 
or advice for t he purpose of any such be t or wager or wi th 
respect to any such event or cont ingency as is hereinbefore 
ment ioned or 

(c) i nv i t ing any person to m a k e or t a k e a share in or in connect ion 
wi th any such be t or wager 

shal l be liable to a p e n a l t y no t exceeding th i r ty pounds or to imprison­
m e n t w i th or w i thou t ha rd labour for a t e r m not exceeding two m o n t h s . 

Avoidance of contracts. 

23. (1) A n y money or va luable t h i n g received by any person 
ment ioned in section t w e n t y as a deposit on a n y be t or as or for t h e 

considera t ion 



considerat ion for any such assurance u n d e r t a k i n g promise or ag reemen t 
as is in t he said section referred to shall be deemed to have been 
received to the use of the person from whom it was received. 

( 2 ) Such money or valuable t h i n g or t he value thereof 
m a y be recovered accordingly wi th costs in any cour t of competen t 
jur isdict ion. 

( 3 ) N o t h i n g in th is P a r t of th is A c t contained shall ex tend 
to any person receiving or holding a n y money or va luable t h i n g by 
way of stakes or deposit to be paid to the winner of any race or lawful 
sport game or exercise or to the owner of any horse engaged in any 
race. 

Procedure and Arrest. 

24. I f any person who has laid any compla in t or informat ion 
in respect of any offence aga ins t th is P a r t of th is A c t does not appear 
a t t he hea r ing of t h e s u m m o n s or any a d j o u r n m e n t thereof or in the 
opinion of t he just ices ad jud ica t ing has otherwise neglected to proceed 
u p o n or prosecute t he compla in t or informat ion wi th due dil igence the 
just ices ad judica t ing may author ise any o the r person to proceed upon 
such s u m m o n s instead of the person to w h o m the same was g ran ted 
or if they t h i n k fit dismiss t he s u m m o n s a l ready gran ted and author ise 
any person to t ake out a fresh s u m m o n s in respect of t he offence 
charged in such informat ion or compla in t in l ike m a n n e r as if t he 
previous summons had not been granted . 

25. A n y just ice m a y upon its be ing made to appear to his 
satisfaction by t h e oath of the compla inan t or o ther credible person 
t h a t any person charged wi th t he commission of any offence unde r 
th is P a r t of th is A c t is abou t to depar t immedia te ly from N e w South 
Wales and will thereby probably evade p u n i s h m e n t issue his w a r r a n t 
for t he apprehens ion of t he person so charged for t h e purpose of his 
be ing b rough t before himself or some other jus t ice to be deal t wi th 
accord ing to law. 

P A R T I V . 

G E N E R A L P R O V I S I O N S . 

26. (1) No plaintiff shall recover in an act ion sui t or o ther 
proceeding for any i r regular i ty trespass or other wrongfu l proceeding 
made or commit ted in the execut ion of th is A c t or in unde r or by 
v i r tue of any au tho r i t y the reby given if before act ion or sui t b rough t 
tender of sufficient amends has been m a d e b y or on behalf of the 
pa r ty w h o commit ted t h e i r regular i ty trespass or o ther wrongfu l 
proceeding. (2) 



(2) I n case no t ender has been made t h e defendant may by 
leave of t h e Cour t in which the action suit or proceeding is pend ing 
p a y in to Cour t at a n y t ime before issue joined such sum of money as 
he th inks fit and all proceedings orders and adjudicat ions shal l be had 
a n d m a d e in a n d by t h e Cour t as in o ther ac t ions whe re defendants 
are al lowed to pay money into Cour t . 

27. N o act ion suit informat ion or other proceeding shall be 
b r o u g h t agains t any person for a n y t h i n g done or omit ted to be done in 
pur suance of th i s A c t or in the execut ion of t he au thor i t ies t he r eunde r 
un l e s s— 

(a) not ice in wr i t ing is given by the pa r ty i n t end ing to prosecute 
such act ion suit informat ion or proceeding to t he in t ended 
defendant one m o n t h a t least before p rosecu t ing the same 
and 

(b) t he act ion suit informat ion or o ther proceeding is b rough t or 
commenced wi th in th ree mon ths n e x t after t h e ac t or 
omission compla ined of or if the re be a con t inua t ion of 
damage t h e n wi th in th ree m o n t h s n e x t after t he doing such 
damage has ceased. 

S C H E D U L E S . 

F I R S T S C H E D U L E . 

Number of Act . Title or short title. Extent of repeal. 

14 V i c . N o . 9 . . . A n A c t t o a m e n d t h e l a w c o n c e r n i n g G a m e s a n d 
W a g e r s . 

T h e w h o l e A c t , 
e x c e p t s e c . 9 a n d 
S c h e d u l e B l . 

3 9 V i c . N o . 2 8 . . . A n A c t f o r t h e S u p p r e s s i o n of B e t t i n g - h o u s e s T h e w h o l e A c t . 

4 3 V i c . N o . 3 0 . . . T h e B e l t i n g - h o u s e s S u p p r e s s i o n A c t A m e n d ­
m e n t A c t of 1 8 7 9 

T h e w h o l e A c t . 

S E C O N D S C H E D U L E . 

Form of special warrant. 

t o w i t ] T o t l i e C o n s t a b l e -

WHEREAS i t a p p e a r s t o m e . L P . o n e of t h e J u s t i c e s of O u r L o r d t h e K i n g a s s i g u e l t o 
k e e p t h e p e a c e i n a n d for t h e S t a t e of N e w S o u t h W a l e ^ b y t h e i n f o r m a t i o n o n o a t h of 
A . B . of i u t h e of [yeoman] t h a t t h e h o u s a [room premises or 
place] k n o w n a s [here insert a description of the house room premises or place by which 
it may be readily known and found] is k e p t a n d u s e d a s a c o m m o n g a m i n g - h o u s e o r p l a c e 
f o r g a m i n g w i t h i n t h e m e a n i n g of t h e G a m e s W a g e r s a n d B e t t i n g - h o u s e s A c t 1 9 0 1 
t h i s is t h e r e f o r e i n t h e n a m e of O u r L o r d t h e K i n g t o r e q u i r e y o u w i t h s u c h a s s i s t a n t s 

a s 



a s y o u m a y f ind n e c e s s a r y t o e n t e r i n t o t h e s a i d h o u s e [room premises or place] a n d if 
n e c e s s a r y t o u s e f o r c e f o r m a k i n g s u c h e n t r y w h e t h e r b y b r e a k i n g o p e n d o o r s o r 
o t h e r w i s e a n d t h e r e d i l i g e n t l y t o s e a r c h f o r a l l i n s t r u m e n t s of u n l a w f u l g a m i n g [or as 
the case may be~] w h i c h m a y b e t h e r e i n a n d t o a r r e s t s e a r c h a n d b r i n g b e f o r e m e o r s o m e 
o t h e r of t h e J u s t i c e s of O u r L o r d t h e K i n g a s s i g n e d t o k e e p t h e p e a c e as w e l l t h e 
k e e p e r s of t h e s a m e a s a l s o t h e p e r s o n s t h e r e h a u n t i n g r e s o r t i n g a n d p l a y i n g t o b e d e a l t 
w i t h a c c o r d i n g t o l a w a n d f o r so d o i n g t h i s s h a l l b e y o u r w a r r a n t . 

G i v e n u n d e r m y h a n d a n d s e a l a t S y d n e y t h i s 
t h e r e i g n of 

J . P . ( r , s . ) 
i n t h e of 


