
Act No. 74, 1901. 
An Act to provide for the proper and sufficient 

accommodation of shearers. [28th December, 
1901.] 

BE it enacted by the K ing ' s Mos t Exce l len t Majesty, by and wi th 
t h e advice and consent of t he Legis la t ive Council and Legislat ive 

Assembly of N e w South Wales in P a r l i a m e n t assembled, and by the 
au tho r i t y of t h e same, as follows :— 

Preliminary. 

1. This A c t shal l come in to force on t h e first day of J a n u a r y , 
one t housand n ine h u n d r e d and two, and m a y be cited as t he " Shearers ' 
Accommodat ion Act , 1 9 0 1 . " 

2. This A c t shal l no t apply to shear ing-sheds where less t h a n 
six shearers are employed. 3. 



3. I n this Act , unless the contex t o therwise indicates ,— 
" distr ict " means dis t r ic t notified in pu r suance of th i s A c t ; 
" e m p l o y e r " means master , manager , foreman, overseer, or other 

person owning or having control of a shear ing-shed or 
engaged in super in tend ing shear ing at such shed ; 

" i n s p e c t o r " means inspector appointed in p u r s u a n c e of this A c t ; 
" shearer " means person employed in or abou t a shear ing-shed 

in t he shear ing of sheep, or in work connected t h e r e w i t h ; 
b u t docs not include a person who is employed on the holding 
on which the shear ing-shed is s i tuate w h e n t h e shear ing is 
no t in p r o g r e s s ; 

" shear ing-shed" means shed or other bu i ld ing used in the shear ing 
of sheep or any operat ion connected therewi th . 

Districts and inspectors. 

4. The Governor, by notification in the Gazet te , m a y appoint 
dis tr icts for t he purposes of this Act , a n d m a y vary or rescind any such 
notification a n d al ter t h e boundar ies of any distr icts . 

5. The Governor m a y appoint an inspector or inspectors (who 
m a y be members of t h e police force or inspectors u n d e r t he Factor ies 
and Shops Act , 1896), in respect of t he distr ict or distr icts men t ioned 
in such appo in tmen t . 

E a c h inspector shall be furnished try t h e Minis ter w i th a 
certificate of his appo in tmen t to be produced by h im in pu r suance of 
this Act . 

Shearing-sheds and accommodation for shearers. 

6. (1) Accommodat ion , proper and sufficient for t he comfort and 
hea l th of such shearers as are employed and requi re it shall be provided 
by the employer in bui ld ings separate from the shear ing-shed. 

(2) Accommodat ion in such bui ld ings shal l not be deemed 
proper or sufficient for t he comfort a n d hea l th of shearers if a n y of the 
following condit ions be not fulfilled— 

(a) all such bui ld ings shal l be separate from the shearing-shed, 
and shal l be distant a t least fifty yards from the shear ing-
shed : Provided t h a t bui ld ings erected prior to t h e com­
mencemen t of th is A c t a t a dis tance from the shearing-shed 
less t han fifty yards b u t con ta in ing or which shal l be al tered 
so as to contain tin; accommodat ion hereinafter defined and 
recommended by the inspector and approved by the Minis te r 
shall be deemed to be proper and sufficient bui ldings wi th in 
the mean ing of th is A c t ; (b) 



(b) where t he shearers for w h o m sleeping accommodat ion is 
provided include persons of any Asiat ic race, a separate 
bu i ld ing or separate bui ld ings shall be provided for thei r 
s leeping accommoda t ion ; 

(c) no t less than two h u n d r e d and forty cubic feet of air-space 
shall be al lowed to each person sleeping in a n y such 
b u i l d i n g ; 

(d) no room used for s leeping shall be used for t h e cooking or 
serving of meals and w h e n meals are cooked and served in 
the same room, provision shall be made for cooking t h e meals 
a t one end of t h e room and for serving t h e m at the o t h e r ; 
separate d in ing accommodat ion to be provided for all Asiatics 
employed ; 

(e) sufficient la t r ine accommodat ion shall be provided, s i tuate not 
less t h a n twenty-f ive yards from the bui ldings , and not less 
t h a n fifty yards from the wa te r s u p p l y ; 

(f) a sufficient supply of good d r ink ing wa te r shall be p rov ided ; 
(g) each sleeping and d in ing room shal l be supplied wi th 

sufficient l igh t and vent i la t ion ; 
(h) each sleeping and ea t ing c o m p a r t m e n t shal l be provided wi th 

a floor of approved m a t e r i a l ; 
(i) proper cooking and wash ing vessels shall bo provided. 

7. (1) Eve ry bu i ld ing provided by an employer for t h e accom­
modat ion of shearers , no t be ing a shearing-shed, shall be kep t clean by 
t h e shearers occupying Hie same du r ing the i r occupat ion thereof ; and 
whenever , in t he opinion of an inspector , any such bu i ld ing is no t be ing 
k e p t clean by t h e shearers occupying t h e same, such inspector shall 
give to t he employer a not ice in wr i t i ng to t h a t effect, and such 
employer may the reupon have such bu i ld ing restored to a clean state, 
and thenceforward kep t so from clay to day. 

( 2 ) The shearers occupying a n y such bui ld ing as aforesaid 
shall no t cause or suffer any damage to be done to such bui ld ing, or to 
any proper ty of an employer conta ined t h e r e i n ; a n d whenever , i n t he 
opinion of an inspector , any damage has been done to a n y such bu i ld ing 
or p rope r ty by such shearers, such inspector shall give to t h e employer 
a certificate to t h a t effect, and such employer m a y have such damage 
repaired. 

( 3 ) The employer may, in any such case as aforesaid, deduct 
t he cost of any work necessary for e i ther of t h e aforesaid purposes in 
equal pa r t s from t h e wages due , or acc ru ing due , to such shearers , or 
m a y recover such cost as a debt from such shearers jo in t ly in a n y 
compe ten t Court , wi th reasonable costs of suit . 

Inspection 



Inspection and regulation of accommodation. 

8. A n inspector shall, once in every twelve m o n t h s , and every 
inspector may -whenever he t h inks fit, inspect all bui ld ings used for 
accommodat ing shearers s i tua te wi th in his district , and every inspector 
shall , n o t later t han the thir ty-f irs t day of M a r c h in every year, make 
a full and detailed repor t to t h e Minis te r of his inspections. 

A n inspector m a k i n g any such inspection shall, a t the request 
of any employer produce t he certificate of his appo in tmen t , and show 
it to t he said employer . 

9. Fo r t he purpose of car ry ing out t he provisions of this Act , every 
inspector shall have t he r i gh t of ingress and egress to and from every 
shearing-shed and other bu i ld ing used for accommodat ing shearers . 

10. W h e r e an inspector, after m a k i n g such inspection, has 
reason to believe t ha t t h e r equ i r emen t s of this A c t have not been 
complied with he shall so notify an employer, d i rect ing h im within a 
t ime there in ment ioned to comply wi th such requi rements . H e shall 
also in the not ice specify in w h a t respects he considers t h e said requi re­
men t s have not been complied wi th . 

The not ice shall be in wr i t ing and may be served on the 
employer personal ly or by be ing left a t his usual or last k n o w n place 
of residence. 

11. (1) W h e r e an inspector has ascertained t h a t a n employer 
served wi th such notice has neglected to comply wi th any of t he require­
men t s of th i s Act, such inspector may m a k e compla in t to a jus t ice of 
the peace, and such jus t ice shall the reupon issue a summons requir ing 
the said employer to appear before a cour t of pe t ty sessions. 

(2) The cour t may, if satisfied t h a t any of t h e requi rements 
of th i s Ac t have not been complied with, order t h e said employer to 
comply wi th such requi rements , and, if t h o u g h t desirable, m a y in the 
order specify w h a t th ings shall be done by t h e employer , and the 
t ime wi th in which the order shall be carried out , or may dismiss the 
c o m p l a i n t ; and in any case t h e cour t m a y award costs to the inspector 
or t h e employer . 

( 3 ) I f the said employer fails to carry out an order made 
as aforesaid, he shall , unless he satisfies the cour t t h a t he has used 
all due dil igence to carry out t he order, be gui l ty of an offence 
aga ins t th i s A c t and be liable to a pena l ty not exceeding twenty-five 
pounds, and for every day du r ing his default to a fur ther pena l ty not 
exceeding one pound. 

Supplemental. 

12. A n y person obs t ruc t ing an inspector in t he exercise of his 
powers under th is A c t shall be gu i l ty of an offence agains t th is Act, 
and be liable to a pena l ty not exceeding twen ty pounds . 

13. 



13. A n employer shal l wi th in th ree clear days of t he day upon 
which shear ing is s tar ted a t his shear ing-shed post or cause to be 
del ivered to t he inspector of t he distr ict a t his official address a notice 
of such fact. 

14. A n y informat ion for a n offence agains t this Ac t or a n y 
compla in t unde r th is A c t shal l be heard and determined in a s u m m a r y 
way by a cour t of p e t t y sessions held in t he distr ict in which the 
bu i ld ing referred to in t h e informat ion or compla in t is s i tua te . 

Al l penal t ies imposed in pu r suance of this A c t shall , w h e n 
recovered, be paid in to the Treasury and carried to the Consolidated 
R e v e n u e F u n d . 


