
Act No. 45, 1900. 

An Act to provide for the regis t ra t ion of 
Den t i s t s qualified to pract ice in New South 
Wales , [5th November, 1900.] 

BE it enacted by the Queen 's Most Excellent Majesty, by and with 
the advice and consent of the Legislat ive Council and Legislative 

Assembly of New South Wales in Par l i ament assembled, and by the 
au thor i ty of the same, as follows:— 

1. This Act may be cited as the " Dentis ts A c t . " 
2. In the construction of this Act, unless the context otherwise 

indicates, the following te rms shall have the respective meanings hereby 
assigned to them, that is to say : — 

(1) " Dental board " or " board " — T h e dental board appointed 
under the provisions of this Act. 

(2) " Dentist " — A person regis tered as a dentis t under this Act. 
(3) " Prescr ibed "—Prescr ibed by this Act or by any regulat ion 

made thereunder . 
3. As soon as may be after the commencement of this Act the 

Governor-in-Council shall appoint two duly qualified medical pract i­
t ioners and four dentis ts , qualified for regis t ra t ion hereunder , and two 
persons not being either medical prac t i t ioners or dentis ts , to be members 
of the dental board of New South Wales , and shall also appoint one of 
such members to be president thereof. All such appointments shall be 
for a period of three years . 

4. If any vacancy occur in the office of member of the dental 
board dur ing the period for which the first members of the said board 

are 



are appointed, the Governor-in-Council may fill such vacancy, and the 
person so appointed shall hold office until the expirat ion of three yea r s 
from the date of the appointment of the first members , and no longer. 

5. On the expirat ion of the period for which the first dental 
board shall have been appointed to hold office four dent is ts and two 
medical prac t i t ioners shall be eligible for election by the regis tered 
members under the dental board for per iods of three years , and two lay 
members of the board shall be appointed by the Governor-in-Council for 
per iods of three years . 

6. The board may from time to time appoint a r eg i s t r a r and 
such other officers as it may think fit for the purposes of this Act. 

7. The reg i s t r a r shall enter in a register , in the prescribed manne r 
and on payment of the prescribed fee, the full names and addresses , 
date, and descript ion of qualifications for which regis t ra t ion is granted , 
and all other prescr ibed par t i cu la r s of all dentis ts , and shall t r ansmi t 
in the month of J a n u a r y in each year a certified copy of such regis ter to 
the Colonial Secretary, who shall cause the same thereupon to be pub­
lished in the Government Gazet te ; a copy of such Gazette shall be p r ima 
facie evidence, in all legal proceedings, tha t the persons mentioned there­
in a re regis tered according to the provisions of this Act, and the omis­
sion of any name therefrom shall be p r ima facie evidence tha t such 
person is not so registered. 

8. The board shall cause to be removed from the regis ter the 
names of deceased dent is ts . 

9. The board may refuse to regis ter as a dent is t or may remove 
from the regis ter any person who— 

(a) has been convicted of any felony or misdemeanour, or of any 
offence which, if committed within this Colony, would be a 
felony or misdemeanour ; or 

(b) has been guil ty of infamous conduct in any professional respec t : 
Provided that in the case of a charge of infamous conduct as 

aforesaid the board shall make due inquiry, s i t t ing as an open court , 
and the person charged shall be afforded an oppor tuni ty of defence, 
ei ther in person or by counsel, and shall have the r igh t of appeal to the 
Supreme Court , and such appeal shall be in the na tu r e of a r ehea r ing : 

Provided fur ther tha t any such person shall not be refused regis­
t ra t ion nor have his name removed from the regis ter on account of a 
conviction for an offence which, though within the provisions of this 
section, does not, ei ther from the t r ivial na tu r e of the offence or from the 
circumstances under which it was committed, disqualify a person for 
prac t i s ing dent is t ry , nor until he has been called on to explain any 
objection raised against him. 

10. 



10. Where the board directs the removal from the regis ter of the 
name of any person, the name of that person shall not be again entered 
on the register, except by direction of the board, or by order of a court 
of competent jurisdiction. The board may, if it thinks fit in any case, 
direct the reg is t ra r to restore to the regis ter any name removed there­
from without fee, or on payment of such fee, not exceeding the regis­
t ra t ion fee, as the board may from time to time direct, and the r eg i s t r a r 
shall res tore the same accordingly. 

11. Any person who— 
(a) holds some recognised certificate as hereinaf ter denned, and 

who proves to the satisfaction of the board tha t he is of good 
cha rac te r ; 

(b) has for a period of two years before the commencement of this 
Act been bona fide engaged in New South Wales in the practice 
of dent is t ry , either separately or in conjunction with the prac­
tice of medicine, surgery, or pharmacy, and who has made 
applicat ion for regis t ra t ion to the board within one year from 
the commencement of this Act ; or 

(c) has a t ta ined the age of twenty-one yea r s and has been engaged 
dur ing a period of not less than four years in the acquire­
ment of professional knowledge in dent is t ry , and has passed 
an examination before the board according to the prescribed 
regu la t ions : or 

(d) has at ta ined the age of twenty-one years , and shall have been 
a pupil or apprent ice for a period of not less than two years 
to a dental pract i t ioner entit led to be regis tered under this 
A c t : Provided that such pupilage or apprent iceship shall have 
been commenced at least six months before the commencement 
of this Act, and shall have expired before he shall be entitled 
to be so regis tered; or 

(e) has obtained a diploma or degree in dent is t ry from a universi ty 
in Aus t ra l i a ; 

shall be entitled to be registered as a dentis t under this Act. 
12. Any person who has pract ised dent is t ry for not Jess than 

twelve months elsewhere than in New South Wales , and who holds 
some recognised certificate as hereinaf ter defined, and who proves to the 
satisfaction of the board that he is of good character , shall be entit led 
upon the payment of the prescribed regis t ra t ion fees and without exami­
nation to be regis tered as a dentist under this Act. 

The te rm " recognised certificate " means a certificate, diploma, 
membership, degree, license, letters, testimonial, or other title, s ta tus , 
or document g ran ted by some universi ty, college, or other public insti­
tution in a British possession or foreign country, and which is recognised 
by the board as enti t l ing the holder thereof to pract ise dent i s t ry in such 

possession 



possession or country, and as furnishing sufficient guaran tee of the 
possession of the requisi te knowledge and skill for the efficient pract ice 
of dent is t ry . 

13. F r o m and after the first day of J a n u a r y , one thousand nine 
hundred and one, no person other than a duly qualified medical pract i ­
tioner shall be entit led to take or use the name or title of " d e n t i s t , " or 
of " dental pract i t ioner " or of " dental su rgeon , " or any name, initials, 
title, addition, or descript ion implying tha t he is regis tered under this 
Act, unless he is regis tered hereunder . And any person who af ter the 
first day of J a n u a r y , one thousand nine hundred and one, not being a 
duly qualified medical pract i t ioner or a dent is t so registered, takes or 
uses any such name, initials, title, addition, or descript ion as aforesaid 
shall be liable on conviction to a penal ty not exceeding twenty pounds. 

14. A copy of the regis ter kept in pursuance of this Act, signed 
by the pres ident of the dental board, shall, in any proceedings under this 
Act, be p r ima facie evidence tha t the persons whose names are therein 
contained and no others were, up to and including the t ime when the said 
copy of the regis ter was so signed, legally qualified dentists . 

15. The board may, with the approva l of the Governor, make, 
alter, and repeal regulat ions for ca r ry ing this Act into full effect, for 
the nominat ion and election of members of the board (after the first 
nominated board ) , and for regula t ing the proceedings of the board, 
fixing quorums, the removal of members of the board, regula t ing the 
duties of i ts officers, prescr ibing what certificates, diplomas, member­
ship, degrees, licenses, let ters , test imonials, or other tit les, s ta tus , or 
documents will be recognised by the board under section twelve, and 
for holding examinat ions and prescr ibing the subjects and fees therefor. 
All such regulat ions shall, upon being published in the Government 
Gazette, be good and valid in law, provided tha t a copy of all such 
regulat ions be laid before both Houses of Pa r l i ament within fourteen 
days from publication thereof, if Pa r l i amen t be then in session, or 
otherwise within fourteen days af ter the commencement of the next 
ensuing session. 

16. Any r eg i s t r a r or other person who wilfully makes or causes 
to be made any false en t ry in or falsification of the register , and any 
person who wilfully procures or a t t empts to procure himself or any 
other person to be regis tered under this Act by making or producing, or 
causing to be made or produced, any false or f raudulent representa t ion 
or declarat ion, ei ther verbally or in wri t ing, and any person aiding or 
ass is t ing therein, shall be guilty of a misdemeanour, and shall on convic­
tion be liable to be imprisoned, with or without ha rd labour, for any 
te rm not exceeding twelve months . 

17. 



17. The board may examine any person upon oath, or take a 
solemn declarat ion from any person for the purposes of this Ac t ; and 
if any person wilfully makes any false s ta tement upon such examination 
or in such declaration, or u t te rs or a t tempts to u t te r or put off as t rue 
before the board any false, forged, or counterfeit certificate, diploma, 
license, letter, test imonial , or other document or wri t ing, he shall be 
guil ty of a misdemeanour, and shall on conviction be liable to be 
imprisoned for any period not exceeding twelve months. 

18. All informations for offences against this Act shall be laid 
by the reg is t ra r , or some other person appointed by the board for that 
purpose, and all penalt ies when recovered shall be paid to the dental 
board for the purposes of this Act. All such penalt ies may be recovered 
before any s t ipendiary or police mag i s t r a t e or two justices of the peace 
si t t ing in pet ty sessions. 

19. The fees mentioned in the Schedule to this Act shall be 
payable by persons applying to be registered, or obtaining certificates 
of reg is t ra t ion under this Act, or inspecting the regis ter respectively, 
to the reg is t ra r , and shall be applied by the board in defraying the 
expenses and car ry ing out the provisions of this Act. 

S C H E D U L E . 
£. s. d. 

On applicat ion unt i l 1st J a n u a r y , 1901 . . . . . . 2 2 0 
On applicat ion after tha t da te . . . . . . . . . . 5 5 0 
Certificate of regis t ra t ion . . . . . . . . . . 0 5 0 
Inspect ion of register . . . . . . . . . . . . 0 5 0 
Al te ra t ion of register . . . . . . . . . . . . 0 5 0 


