
ANNO SEXAGESIMO TERTIO 

VICTORIAE REGINAE. 
An A c t to e n a b l e R icha rd Read , of S i n g l e t o n , 

d o c t o r of m e d i c i n e , W i l l i a m L o n g w o r t h , 
of L i t h g o w , m i n e - m a n a g e r , and T h o m a s 
L o n g w o r t h , of Cobar , m i n e - m a n a g e r , t h e i r 
e x e c u t o r s , a d m i n i s t r a t o r s , and a s s i g n s , to 
c o n s t r u c t a n d m a i n t a i n a l ine of r a i l w a y from 
t h e m i n e s of t h e G r e a t Cobar C o p p e r - m i n i n g 
C o m p a n y ( L i m i t e d ) , a t Cobar , t o c o m m u n i c a t e 
w i t h t h e G r e a t W e s t e r n R a i l w a y , N y n g a n 

t o Coba r b r a n c h ; a n d for o t h e r p u r p o s e s con­
n e c t e d t h e r e w i t h . [20th November, 1899.] 

W H E R E A S R i c h a r d Read , of Singleton, doctor of medicine, 
Wi l l i am Longwor th , of L i thgow, mine-manager , and Thomas 

Longwor th , of Cobar, mine-manager , the i r executors , adminis t ra tors , 
and assigns, hereinafter called " t h e p romote r s , " are the lessees of the 
mines of t h e Grea t Cobar Copper-mining Company (Limi ted) , s i tuated 
a t Cobar, in the parish of Cobar, coun ty of Robinson, in t h e Colony of 
N e w South Wales , and are engaged in t he work of copper -mining a t the 
said mines : And whereas the promoters are desirous of cons t ruc t ion 
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a ra i lway from the said mines to t he Grea t W e s t e r n Ra i lway for t he 
purpose of more beneficially working the said mines and ca r ry ing 
the reon ore, m a t t e regulus , goods, chat te ls , and such other mater ia ls as 
t he promoters m a y d e s i r e : A n d whereas the promoters a re t h e 
owners in fee s imple of all t he land requi red for the const ruct ion of: 
t h e said ra i lway u p to i ts place of connect ion wi th t he land 
of t h e Ra i lway Commissioners of New South Wales where it is 
desired to communica te wi th the Great W e s t e r n Ra i lway , N y n g a n 
to Cobar Branch , as aforesaid, w i t h t he exception of cer ta in streets 
or h ighways ment ioned in t he Schedule hereto, and of a s t r ip of 
Crown land of t he wid th of t en feet reserved alongside Condui t - s t ree t , 
one of the streets or h ighways aforesaid : A n d whereas the promoters 
have obtained the consent of thei r lessors, t h e Grea t Cobar Copper-
m i n i n g Company (Limi ted) , and of t he Council of t he Munic ipa l i ty of 
Cobar, hav ing the care and m a n a g e m e n t of the streets or h ighways 
aforesaid, for t he construct ion and ma in tenance of t he said r a i l w a y : 
A n d whereas i t is expedient t h a t the promoters , the i r executors , 
adminis t ra tors , and assigns should have power to cons t ruc t and main­
ta in t he said proposed rai lway, b u t by reason of t he course thereof 
crossing the said streets or h ighways and the said s t r ip of Crown land, 
such power canno t be obtained wi thou t legislat ive enac tmen t : Be it 
therefore enacted by the Queen ' s Mos t Exce l len t Majesty , by and wi th 
t h e advice and consent of the Legislat ive Council and Legis la t ive 
Assembly of N e w South Wales in Par l i ament assembled, and by the 
au tho r i t y of t he same, as follows :— 

1. This Ac t m a y be cited for all purposes as t he " Grea t Cobar 
Copper-mine Ra i lway A c t " in its in te rpre ta t ion ; and the word " p r o ­
moters " shall mean the said R i c h a r d Read , Wi l l i am Longwor th , a n d 
Thomas Longwor th , thei r executors , adminis t ra tors , and assigns. 

2. (1) I t shall be lawful for t he promoters to cons t ruc t and 
ma in ta in a rai lway from the mines of the Great Cobar Copper -min ing 
Company (L imi ted) , s i tuate at Cobar, in t he par ish of Cobar, and 
coun ty of Robinson , to communica t e wi th t he Government Rai lways 
at a poin t to be approved by the Ra i lway Commissioners of N e w 
South Wales . The gauge shall be t he s tandard gauge of t h e N e w 
South W a l e s Ra i lways . 

(2) I t shall also be lawful for t he promoters to contract 
w i th t he Ra i lway Commissioners of New Sou th Wales to effect a 
communica t ion be tween the rai lway hereby author ised and t h e Govern­
m e n t Ra i lways in the m a n n e r provided for in the one h u n d r e d and 
twelf th section of t he Pub l i c W o r k s Act , 1888. 

(3) The rai lway hereby authorised shall be in t h e direction 
described in t he Schedule here to , b u t so t h a t t h e same shall no t occupy 
a t t he crossing of any of t h e streets or h i g h w a y s aforesaid or a t t h e 
crossing of t h e said s t r ip of Crown l and the grea te r space in b read th 
t h a n one hundred and th i r ty - two feet. 3 . 



3 . (1) F o r the purposes and subject to t h e provisions of th is 
Ac t it shall be lawful for the promoters , the i r deput ies , agents , 
servants , and workmen , and all o ther persons author ised by t h e m to 
diver t or a l ter the course of any road or way crossing t h e said rai lway, 
or to raise or sink any road or way in order t he more convenient ly to 
carry the same over or unde r or by the side of t he said ra i lway. 

(2) I f in t he exercise of t he powers hereby granted it be 
necessary to c ross -cu t - th rough , sink, raise, or use any p a r t of any road, 
so as to render it impassable for or dangerous or inconvenient to t h e 
persons ent i t led to t h e use thereof, t he promoters shall before t h e com­
m e n c e m e n t of a n y such operat ions cause a sufficient road to be made 
instead of any road interfered wi th , and shal l a t the i r own expense 
ma in t a in such subs t i tu ted road in a s tate as convenient as t he road 
interfered wi th or as near ly as m a y be. 

(3) If in the course of m a k i n g the said ra i lway the 
promoters shall use or interfere wi th any road, they shall from t ime to 
t ime make good all damages done by t h e m to such road, and if any 
ques t ion shall arise as to t he damage done to any such road by the 
promoters or as to the repair thereof by them, such quest ion shall be 
referred to t he determinat ion of two just ices in pe t ty sessions, who 
may direct such repairs to be made upon such road in respect of 
damage done by the promoters , and wi th in such period as the said 
jus t ices may deem reasonable, and m a y impose upon the promoters for 
not ca r ry ing into effect such directions any pena l ty not exceeding five 
pounds as to such just ices shall seem fit: Provided always t h a t the 
said jus t ices shall have regard to and m a k e full a l lowance for any 
tolls t h a t may have been paid by the promoters on such road in the 
course of us ing the same. 

(4) If t he said railway shal l cross any road on a level the 
promoters shall erect and a t all t imes main ta in good and sufficient 
gates across the said ra i lway on each side of such road where the same 
shall c o m m u n i c a t e therewi th , and such gates shall be kep t constant ly 
(dosed across the said ra i lway on bo th sides of such road, except w h e n 
engines or carr iages or o ther vehicles pass ing a long t h e said ra i lway 
shall have occasion to cross such road, and such gates shall be of such 
dimensions and so constructed as w h e n closed to fence in t he said 
rai lway and p reven t horses and cat t le pass ing a long such road from 
en te r ing upon the said ra i lway as aforesaid, and if any person omits to 
shu t and fasten a n y such gates as soon as he and the engines, carriages, 
or vehicles under his cha rge shal l have passed t h r o u g h the same, he 
shall , on convict ion thereof before any two just ices, forfeit and pay the 
sum of forty shil l ings. 

4 . (1) I t shall be lawful for t h e Governor, by proclamation in 
t h e G o v e r n m e n t Gazet te , to dedicate any por t ion of land occupied or 
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used by or in connect ion wi th the said ra i lway as a publ ic road, in 
order to allow publ ic traffic across t he said rai lway, a n d the reupon t h e 
said land and road shall be open to such traffic. 

(2) If the road shall cross the ra i lway on a level, the 
provisions of subsection four of section three of th i s Ac t shall , on t h e 
expi ra t ion of six weeks from t h e publ icat ion of t h e proc lamat ion , have 
effect w i th respect to t h e aforesaid road. 

(3) I f t he road shal l no t cross t he ra i lway on a level, and 
the Secretary for Lands is of opinion t h a t for t he purposes of traffic 
a long t h e road it is necessary t h a t t h e ra i lway should be carr ied by a 
br idge over t h e road, or t h a t t h e road shall be carr ied by a br idge over 
t h e said rai lway, and the said Secretary, in e i ther of t h e cases, by 
wr i t ing u n d e r his hand, notifies to t he promoters t ha t he requires a 
br idge to be erected as aforesaid, then the p romoters shall , wi th in six 
m o n t h s after t he notification has been m a d e by the said Secretary, 
erect the br idge subject to and in accordance wi th such of t he 
provisions of preceding sections as are in t h e c i rcumstances applicable. 

(1) If t he promoters do not , wi th in t he period l imited as 
aforesaid, erect any br idge as required by the Secretary for Lands , it 
shall be lawful for the said Secretary, on behalf of H e r Majes ty , to erect 
t he br idge and recover the cost of the same from t h e promoters . 

(5) For t he purpose of e rec t ing any bridge as aforesaid, t he 
said Secretary may, b y his officers and servants , en te r upon any land 
of t he promoters , a n d may stop or diver t any traffic a long the ra i lway 
of t he promoters , and shall not be liable for any loss or damage the reby 
caused to t he promoters or to any person whomsoever . 

5 . I t shall be lawful for b u t not compulsory upon the promoters 
from t ime to t ime, a n d a t any and all t imes, to ca r ry passengers , goods, 
and live stock upon the said ra i lway or any pa r t thereof respectively, 
and to make , demand, take , receive, and recover such tolls or dues for 
car ry ing the same a t such rates per mile or o ther scale of charges as 
shall be established from t ime to t ime by the promoters , wi th t he 
approval of t he Ra i lway Commissioners, for or in respect of all such 
passengers , goods, and live stock which shall be conveyed upon t h e 
said ra i lway or any p a r t thereof. A n d the promoters arc hereby 
author ised to m a k e such by- laws and regula t ions , subject to t he 
approval of t he Rai lway Commissioners, no t inconsis tent wi th th i s 
A c t as m a y be necessary for t h e regu la t ion of such traffic, and such 
by- laws or regula t ions shal l be b ind ing upon all persons us ing or 
t r ave l l ing upon t h e said rai lway, and a n y person offending aga ins t such 
by-laws or regula t ions shal l be l iable to a fine no t exceeding ten pounds 
for each offence, to be recovered in a s u m m a r y way before a n y t w o 
jus t ices in pe t ty sessions, or before a s t ipendiary or police mag i s t r a t e : 
Provided always t h a t if t he ra tes , tol ls , or dues t h a t may be established 
as aforesaid unde r and by v i r t u e of t h i s A c t shal l be found excessive, 
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i t shal l he lawful for the Execu t ive Council , on pet i t ion by any person, 
to reduce the said rates, tolls, or dues, and to revise t h e m in such 
m a n n e r as may seem proper and advisable, 

6. For the purpose of regu la t ing the conduct of t h e officers and 
servants of the promoters , and for providing for t he due m a n a g e m e n t 
of t he affairs of t he promoters in respect of t he said rai lway, it shall be 
lawful for t he promoters , subject to the provisions of t h e Act , from 
t ime to t ime to make such by-laws a n d regula t ions as they shall th ink 
lit. A copy of such by-laws shall be exhib i ted in a conspicuous place 
at t he mine and shall also be given to every officer and servant of the 
promoters affected thereby, and such by-laws and regulat ions may 
specify a penal ty not exceeding ten pounds for any breach thereof, to be 
recovered in a s u m m a r y way before any two jus t ices in pe t ty sessions, 
or before a s t ipendiary or police magis t ra te . 

7. ( 1 ) Al l by-laws of the promoters re la t ing to the imposit ion 
of penal t ies m u s t be approved of by the At torney-Genera l of the 
Colony for the t ime being before the same shall have effect. 

(2) The product ion of the Governmen t Gazet te conta in ing 
a copy of t he by-laws as approved by the At to rney-Genera l shall be 
sufficient evidence of such by-laws in all proceedings under the same. 

8. N o t h i n g in this Act contained shall be deemed to author ise 
the promoters to enter upon any lands belonging to t h e Rai lway 
Commissioners of N e w South Wales , or to a l ter or to in terfere with 
the Government Rai lways or any of the works thereof, w i t h o u t the 
previous consent in wri t ing in every ins tance of the said Ra i lway 
Commissioners. 

9 . The Rai lway Commissioners of New South Wales shall from 
t ime to t ime erect such signals and conveniences incident to the 
junc t ion of the said rai lway wi th the Government Rai lways , e i ther 
upon their own lands or upon the lands of the promoters , and may 
from t ime to t ime appoint a n d remove such w a t c h m e n and swi tchmen 
and other persons as may be necessary for the prevent ion of danger 
to or interference with the traffic at or near the said junct ion , and in 
all cases at the expense of the promoters . The work ing and manage­
m e n t of such signals and conveniences wherever s i tua te shall be 
under t he exclusive regula t ion of the said Ra i lway Commissioners. 

1 0 . A t any t ime, after two years from the pass ing of this Act , 
t h e Governor wi th t he advice of the Execut ive Council , may , if lie 
t h ink fit, purchase such t r amway , upon giving to the said promoters , 
the i r heirs, executors , adminis t ra tors , and assigns, six mon ths ' notice, 
in wri t ing, of his in ten t ion to do so. If t he a m o u n t tendered for t h e 
purchase of t h e p roper ty be considered inadequa te by the said promoters , 
the i r heirs, executors , adminis t ra tors , and assigns, the a m o u n t shall be 
ascer tained by assessment in t e rms of t he L a n d s for Pub l i c Purposes 
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Acquis i t ion A c t and the Acts amend ing t h e same : Provided t h a t in 
no case shal l t h e a m o u n t of purchase money exceed the cost of 
cons t ruc t ing t h e work. 

1 1 . If t he ra i lway hereby author ised shall cease to be worked 
as a ra i lway by the promoters for th ree years , t he site and p e r m a n e n t 
way thereof shall , on proc lamat ion b y the Governor, w i t h t h e advice 
of t he Execu t ive Council , vest in a n d become the absolute proper ty of 
t he Crown, wi thou t m a k i n g any al lowance or compensat ion or pay ing 
a n y considerat ion in respect thereof to t h e promoters . 

1 2 . W h e n e v e r in this Act any m a t t e r shall be author ised or 
required to be done by two just ices t he expression " two just ices " 
shall m e a n two jus t ices assembled and ac t ing together in pe t ty sessions, 
or a s t ipendiary or police magis t ra te . 

SCHEDULE. 
Commencing at the mines of the Great Cobar Copper-miningCompany (Limited) at 

Cobar ; thence proceeding in a northerly direction across Nyngan-road ; thence through 
a portion of land the property of the promoters ; thence across a strip of Crown land of 
the breadth of ten feet, fronting Conduit-street, in the town of Cobar, and across 
Conduit-street aforesaid; thence through other land of the promoters and across Eleventh-
street in the said town ; thence through other land of the promoters and across Tenth-
street in the said town ; thence through other land of the promoters north-easterly and 
across Railway-parade south in the said town to a point on the great western railway, 
Nyngan to Cobar branch,— to be approved by the Railway Commissioners of New South 
Wales. 


