
An Act to incorporate the Sydney Infirmary 
and Dispensary. [15th November, 1881.] 

WH E R E A S a Society or Ins t i t u t ion was in t h e year one t housand 
e ight hund red and twenty-s ix established k n o w n as t h e 

" Sydney D i s p e n s a r y " h a v i n g for i ts object to afford medica l and 
surgical relief to poor and des t i tu te persons and others r equ i r i ng such 
aid A n d whereas by t h e A c t of Council seven th Victoria n u m b e r 
twen ty - th ree t h e member s of t h e said Sydney Dispensary were enabled 
to sue and be sued in t he n a m e of the i r Treasurer for t he t ime be ing 
and in t h e same n a m e to acqui re and hold l and by pu rchase or lease 
and provision was also m a d e in case t h e said Society should establish 
a Genera l Hosp i t a l t h a t t h e said A c t should be appl icable to such 
Hosp i t a l as well as to t h e said Dispensary A n d whereas t h e Hosp i t a l 
so con templa ted was establ ished in t h e year e ighteen h u n d r e d and 
forty-six a n d t h e Society the reupon became and has since been desig­
na ted and k n o w n as t h e " Sydney In f i rmary and Di spensa ry" and has 
unde r such designat ion cont inued to occupy t h e lands bui ld ings a n d 
premises in Macquar ie -s t rec t original ly occupied by t h e said Sydney 
Dispensary and a g ran t thereof has been issued to t h e said Society u p o n 
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cer ta in t rus t s in favour of t he said In f i rmary and Dispensary and subject 
t o cer ta in condit ions qualifications and provisions as the re in expressed 
A n d whereas t he moneys now possessed by or held in t r u s t for t he said 
Sydney Inf i rmary and Dispensary have been given bequea thed or sub­
scribed by persons of var ious rel igious denominat ions and it is therefore 
deemed expedient t h a t t h e said Ins t i t u t ion shall be ent irely unsec ta r ian in 
character A n d whereas it is expedient for t he purpose of more effectually 
car ry ing out t h e purposes for which such moneys are held viz. t he 
erect ion of a sui table bu i ld ing or bui ldings t he ma in tenance thereof 
and to ensure t he good government and m a n a g e m e n t thereof t h a t t he 
subscribers for t he t i m e be ing to t h e erection and suppor t of t h e said 
Hospi ta l should be incorporated wi th and subject to t h e powers 
privileges conditions and provisions hereinafter expressed and t h a t 
t h e land comprised in t he g ran t hereinbefore referred to should be 
vested and held in m a n n e r hereinafter ment ioned A n d whereas 
a t t endance by medical s tudents in t he Sydney Inf i rmary and Dispensary 
is recognized by t h e Bri t ish Medica l Schools as a valid a t t endance for 
t h e purpose of obtaining a degree or diploma in medicine or surgery in 
Grea t Br i ta in and i t is expedient to m a k e provision for faci l i ta t ing and 
r egu la t ing such a t t endance Be i t therefore enacted by the Queen ' s 
Mos t Exce l l en t Majes ty by and wi th t h e advice and consent of the 
Legislat ive Council and Legislat ive Assembly of N e w South Wales in 
P a r l i a m e n t assembled and by t h e au thor i ty of t h e same as follows :— 

1. This Ac t m a y be cited as t h e " Sydney Hosp i t a l A c t of 
1 8 8 1 . " 

2. P r o m and after t h e passing of this A c t t h e A c t seventh 
Victor ia n u m b e r twenty- th ree in t i tu led " An Act to enable the 
Members of a certain Institution in the Colony of New South Wales 
denominated ' The Sydney Dispensary ' to sue and be sued in the name 
of the Treasurer for the time being and for other purposes therein 
mentioned" shall be repealed b u t wi thou t prejudice to a n y t h i n g 
lawfully done or commenced the reunder . 

3. Al l persons who a t t h e t ime of t h e passing of this A c t shall 
be ent i t led to vote a t t he mee t ings of t h e Sydney Inf i rmary and Dis­
pensary A n d all persons who shall hereafter cont r ibu te to t he suppor t 
of t he Sydney Hosp i t a l a s u m of not less than one pound annua l ly so 
long as they cont inue so to con t r ibu te A n d all persons w ho shall 
cont r ibu te to t he bui ld ing fund of t he Hospi ta l or t h e general suppor t 
of t he In s t i t u t i on a sum of not less t h a n fifty pounds in one sum 
shall be a body corporate by the n a m e of t h e Sydney Hosp i t a l and 
shall have perpe tua l succession and a common seal and unde r t h a t n a m e 
may sue and be sued prosecute and defend and t ake all o ther proceedings 
in all Cour ts civil and cr iminal wi th in t h e said Colony. 

4. All real and personal estate now or hereafter vested in and 
held by any person or persons in t rus t for t he said Sydney Dispensary 
or Sydney Inf i rmary and Dispensary are and shall be he reby t rans­
ferred to a n d vested in t h e said body corporate subject to a n y t rus ts 
affecting t he same. 

5. I t shall be lawful for t he said body corporate to t ake 
purchase hold and enjoy not only such lands bui ldings and heredi ta­
men t s as m a y from t ime to t ime be requi red for t he purposes of t he 
In s t i t u t i on b u t also any other lands and hered i taments whatsoever or 
wheresoever s i tua te a n d also to t ake purchase receive hold and enjoy 
any chat te l s and personal p roper ty and also to sell g r an t convey demise 
or otherwise dispose of e i ther absolutely or by way of mor tgage any of 
t he proper ty real or personal be longing to t h e said body corporate 
Provided t h a t i t shal l no t be lawful for the said body corporate so to sell 
g r a n t convey demist; mor tgage or dispose of any land now or hereafter 
g ran ted by t h e Crown. 
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6. The In s t i t u t i on and the proper ty of t he said body corporate 
shal l be governed m ana ged and disposed of by t he Board of Directors of 
t h e I n s t i t u t i o n for t h e t ime be ing subject to t he by-laws for t h e t ime 
being of t he said In s t i t u t i on and six Directors shall form a q u o r u m of 
such Board for t h e doing any act or per forming or t r ansac t ing any 
business which m a y under t h e provisions of this A c t or t he by- laws of 
t h e said body corporate be done performed or t ransac ted by such Board. 

7. The Board shal l for all purposes connected wi th t h e said 
In s t i t u t i on be t h e representat ives of t he said body corporate and shall 
consist of a Pres ident two Vice-Presidents a Treasurer a n d t w e n t y 
Direc tors together wi th two representa t ive Directors to be annua l ly 
elected by t h e H o n o r a r y Medical and Surgical Officers of the said 
In s t i t u t i on A n d of the twen ty Directors aforesaid t en shal l be nomina ted 
by the Governor w i th t he advice of t h e Execu t i ve Council and shall 
hold office du r ing t h e p leasure of t he said Governor and Council . 

8. A genera l meet ing of t he subscribers shall be held wi th in 
two m o n t h s after the passing of this A c t for t h e purpose of e lect ing a 
Pres ident two Vice-Pres idents a Treasurer and t en Directors who 
toge the r w i t h two representa t ive Directors elected as aforesaid and t en 
Directors nomina t ed by t h e Governor shal l collectively form t h e first 
Board u n d e r this A c t and un t i l the said elections and nomina t ions 
shall have t a k e n place t h e exis t ing Board of Directors shall con t inue 
to m a n a g e the said Hospi ta l . 

9. T h e Pres ident Vice-Presidents and Treasurer shall be elected 
annua l ly a t a mee t ing of the subscribers to be held in t he m o n t h of 
J a n u a r y or February t he first of such a n n u a l meet ings to t ake place in 
t h e m o n t h of February nex t and of t h e t en Directors elected by the 
subscribers as aforesaid four shall re t i re annua l ly t he re t i r ing Directors 
be ing those whose a t t endance a t t h e meet ings of t he Board shall have 
been t h e least n u m e r o u s A n d where a n y doubt shal l exist as to t h e 
Direc tors to re t i re t inder th i s provision t h e Board shall de te rmine the 
m a t t e r by lot b u t t he re t i r ing Directors shall in every year be eligible 
for re-election. 

10. Subject to t he provisions of th is A c t it shal l be lawful for 
t h e Board to m a k e repeal and a l te r by-laws for r egu la t ing t h e t imes 
a n d mode of mee t ings a n d of t ransac t ing business for fixing t h e 
n u m b e r of votes of cont r ibutors in proport ion to t he a m o u n t of the i r 
cont r ibu t ions for de te rmin ing the qualification disqualification change 
r e t i r emen t election a n d a p p o i n t m e n t of Directors medical officers 
audi tors execut ive and other officers and nu r s ing staff and sub­
commit tees of t he In s t i t u t i on and general ly for t h e suppor t manage ­
m e n t and government of t he In s t i t u t i on a n d of all officers servants 
a n d pa t ients thereof A n d such by-laws shal l on approval by t h e 
Governor wi th t he advice aforesaid and upon publ ica t ion in t h e Gazette 
have t h e full force of law and shall be laid before P a r l i a m e n t wi th in 
fourteen days after such approval if P a r l i a m e n t be t h e n s i t t ing and if 
n o t t h e n w i th in fourteen days after t h e c o m m e n c e m e n t of t h e nex t 
ensu ing Session thereof. 

1 1 . A copy of t h e Gazette con ta in ing any such by-laws pur­
por t ing to be certified b y t h e Secretary for t he t ime be ing of t he 
In s t i t u t i on as be ing correct shal l be received in any Cour t as conclu­
sive evidence of such by-laws h a v i n g been du ly m a d e in pu r suance of 
t h e provisions of th i s Act . 

12. I t shall be lawful for t he Board from t ime to t i m e to 
invest any funds of t he said body corporate which are not in t h e 
opinion of such Board requ i red to defray t h e c u r r e n t expenses of t h e 
I n s t i t u t i o n and any moneys given or bequea thed to or ar is ing from 
any donat ion of real or personal proper ty to t h e Ins t i t u t ion a t t h e 
discret ion of such Board in any Government funds or debentures of 
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any Aus t r a l i an Colony or in any debentures or debenture stock of any 
Munic ipa l Corporat ion in t h e said Colonies or of any B a n k or incor­
porated company car ry ing on business the re in or by "way of purchase 
of or mor tgage upon any freehold estate the re as well as in B a n k or 
deposit receipts for fixed periods or otherwise wi th power from t ime to 
t ime and a t any t i m e to vary and transfer any such inves tment for or 
into any other inves tment authorized by th is A c t Provided always 
t h a t i t shall be lawful for t he said Board in the i r absolute discret ion 
a t any t ime to resort to any such inves tments a n d to sell t he same for 
t h e purpose of apply ing the moneys to arise from such sale for the 
purposes of t h e Ins t i tu t ion . 

13 . The Board m a y from t ime to t ime elect and appoint from 
the i r own body a house commit tee and such and so m a n y sub-commit tees 
as t hey may t h i n k fit for t ransac t ing t he affairs and business of t h e 
Ins t i tu t ion wi th and subject to such powers privileges provisions and 
condit ions as shall be expressed and declared by t h e by-laws. 

14. I t shall be lawful for t he Board from t ime to t ime to m a k e 
provision for t h e ins t ruc t ion of medical s tuden ts and for t h e establish­
m e n t and suppor t of a nurs ing and t r a in ing staff for t he Ins t i t u t ion 
A n d for r egu la t ing t he a t t endance of such medical s tudents and t h e 
fees to be paid by t h e m . 

15 . N o i r regular i ty informali ty or i l legality in t h e election or 
appo in tmen t of any Director or officer of t he Ins t i t u t ion shall render \ 
illegal or invalid a n y ac t deed ma t t e r or t h i n g done or executed or 
suffered to be done or executed by such Director or officer in pu r suance 
of such election or appo in tmen t b u t any such election or appoint­
men t m a y in such way as m a y be provided for in t h e said by-laws be 
de termined by resolut ion to be good or bad and if bad the vacancy 
may be supplied in such way as m a y be provided for in such by-laws 
t h e provisions whereof as to t he val idi ty of any such election or 
appo in tmen t a n d t h e acts deeds and th ings done by any Director or 
officer in pursuance of any such election or appo in tmen t shall have t h e 
force and effect of law. 

16. I t shall be lawful for the Treasurer to ins t i tu te and prosecute 
in t h e n a m e and on behalf of t h e said body corporate proceedings in 
any Cour t agains t any person who m a y have received medical or 
surgical t r e a t m e n t in t h e In s t i t u t i on or agains t t h e executors or 
adminis t ra tors or t he Cura tor of t he estate of any such person for t h e 
recovery of fees and r emunera t ion for such care and a t ten t ion a n d 
any a m o u n t recovered in any such proceeding shall be applied in such 
way as may be provided in t h e by-laws. 

17. Al l unc la imed moneys of pa t ients who shall die in t h e 
I n s t i t u t i o n shall be t h e p roper ty of the said body corporate and shall 
form a dis t inct and separate fund to be called t he " Samar i t an F u n d " 
wh ich fund shall be managed and disposed of in such m a n n e r as 
shall be provided by the by- laws for t he benefit of necessi tous ou tgo ing 
pa t ien ts . 
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