
An Act to incorporate "The Prince Alfred 
Hospital." [3rd April, 1873.] 

W H E R E A S a Pub l i c Mee t ing was held in Sydney on the twent ie th 
day of M a r c h one thousand e ight h u n d r e d and s ixty-eight a t 

wh ich cer ta in resolut ions were passed expressing a de te rmina t ion t h a t 
a substant ia l a n d p e r m a n e n t M o n u m e n t should be erected in com­
memora t ion of t h e hear t fel t g ra t i tude of t h e inhab i t an t s of N e w 
South "Wales for t h e preservat ion of H i s Roya l H ighnes s Pr ince 
Alfred and t h a t t he form of memor ia l mos t appropr ia te to t h e object 
in view a n d best calculated to represent t h e feelings of t he c o m m u n i t y 
would be a Hosp i t a l for t he relief of t h e sick and ma imed possessing 
all modern appl iances necessary for t h e effective t r e a t m e n t of disease 
and for t he comfort of t h e inmates inc lud ing a ward for convalescents 
un t i l sui table accommodat ion should be provided for such A n d whereas 
a commi t tee was formed for col lect ing subscr ipt ions for t he erect ion 
of such Hospi ta l and t h e car ry ing out of such resolut ions A n d 
whereas a n u m b e r of persons res ident in all par t s of the said Colony 
and elsewhere have subscribed towards such objects and the re is now 
in t h e hands of t h e Treasurers a large s u m of money from such 
subscript ions appl icable to such purposes A n d whereas such s u m of 
money has been subscribed by persons of all shades of religious opinion 
a n d belief and i t is deemed expedient t h a t t h e said In s t i t u t i on shall 
be ent irely unsec ta r ian in charac te r A n d whereas by reason of t h e 
very large n u m b e r of subscribers towards t h e erect ion and es tabl i shment 
of such Hosp i t a l and t h e impossibil i ty of hav ing a mee t ing of such 
subscribers for t h e purpose of the i r choosing the first Directors of t he 
said Hosp i t a l to represent t h e m as t he donors of t he fund wi th which 
such Hosp i t a l shall be erected i t is expedient t h a t such first Direc tors 
should by th is A c t be nomina ted and appointed and t h a t provision 
should be m a d e for t h e election from t ime to t ime of Directors to 
represent t h e said persons subscr ibing t h e fund for t he erection and 
const i tu t ion of the said Hospi ta l A n d whereas a por t ion of the land 
original ly g ran ted to t he Univers i ty of Sydney in t he year one thousand 
e ight h u n d r e d a n d fifty-five is in tended to be resumed by H e r Majes ty 
unde r an A c t of t h e Legis la ture for t h a t purpose in order t h a t t h e 
same m a y be gran ted for t he purposes of t he Pr ince Alfred Hospi ta l 
in accordance wi th and subject to certain condit ions and t rus ts in such 
A c t expressed A n d whereas i t is expedient for t h e purpose of more 
effectually car ry ing ou t t he said de te rmina t ion as to t he erect ion of 
t h e said Hosp i t a l and of providing for a n d ca r ry ing out the good 
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government a n d m a n a g e m e n t of t h e said Hosp i t a l t h a t t h e contr ibutors 
for t h e t ime-being to t he erect ion and suppor t of t he said Hosp i t a l 
should be incorporated wi th and subject t o t h e powers privileges 
res t r ic t ions and provisions hereinafter ment ioned and t h a t t h e said 
l and should be vested and held in m a n n e r hereinafter men t ioned Be 
i t therefore enacted by the Queen ' s Mos t Exce l l en t Majesty by and 
wi th t he advice and consent of t he Legislat ive Council and Legis la t ive 
Assembly of N e w Sou th Wales in Pa r l i amen t assembled and b y the 
au tho r i t y of the same as follows :— 

1. Al l persons who have already subscribed and all persons 
who after t he pass ing of th i s A c t shall subscribe towards t h e erection 
and comple t ion of t he said Hosp i t a l and who after t h e pass ing of 
th is A c t and t h e complet ion of t h e said Hosp i t a l shall con t r ibu te to 
t he support of the said Hospi ta l and also all persons who after the 
complet ion of t he said Hosp i t a l shall cont r ibu te to t he suppor t of the 
said In s t i t u t i on for so long and dur ing such t ime as they shall cont inue 
to be such contr ibutors to t he suppor t of the said In s t i t u t i on and also 
all persons who shall have paid or shall hereafter pay one ent i re s u m of 
fifty pounds towards ei ther t he erection complet ion or suppor t of the said 
Hosp i t a l shall be from the t ime of the passing of th i s A c t subject to the 
provisions in this A c t contained a body corporate by the n a m e of " T h e 
Pr ince Alfred H o s p i t a l " by which n a m e such body corporate shall 
have pe rpe tua l succession and a c o m m o n seal and in t he same n a m e 
shal l and m a y sue and be sued implead or be impleaded proceed or be 
proceeded agains t in al l Cour ts of t he said Colony and m a y prefer lay 
and prosecute any ind ic tmen t information and prosecut ion against any 
person or persons whomsoever for any offence and in all ind ic tments 
informations and prosecut ions i t shall be lawful to s ta te any proper ty 
of t he said corporate body to be the proper ty of t he said corporate body 
in i ts corporate n a m e and to al lege any in t en t to defraud t h e said 
corporate body or any of i ts officers to be an in t en t to defraud the said 
corporate body in its corporate name . 

2. Al l real and personal estate vested in and held by any 
person or persons in t rus t for t he said Pr ince Alfred Hospi ta l at t h e 
t ime of t he passing of th i s A c t shall be and t h e same is he reby t r ans -
ferred to and vested in t he said body corporate. 

3. I t shall be lawful for t he said body corporate to t ake purchase 
hold and enjoy no t only such lands bui ldings and he red i t aments as 
m a y from t i m e to t i m e be requi red used or occupied for the immedia te 
requ i rements and purposes of t h e said Hosp i t a l b u t also any other lands 
and hered i taments whatsoever wheresoever s i tuate and also to t ake 
purchase receive hold and enjoy any goods chat te ls and personal 
proper ty and also to sell g r an t convey assure demise or otherwise 
dispose of ei ther absolutely or by way of mor tgage any of t he proper ty 
rea l or personal be longing to t he said body corporate Provided t h a t 
i t shall no t be lawful for t he said body corporate so to sell g r an t convey 
assure demise or dispose of t he said por t ion of the land originally 
g ran ted to the said Univers i ty of Sydney so as aforesaid in tended to be 
resumed by H e r Majesty and to be granted for t he purposes of t h e 
said Hosp i t a l or any pa r t thereof or any lands or hered i taments which 
may a t any t ime hereafter be g ran ted to t he said body corporate by 
the Crown by way of free gift unless wi th t h e approval of t he Governor 
and Execu t ive Counci l to be testified by wr i t ing unde r t he h a n d of the 
Governor counters igned by the Colonial Secretary for t he t ime-being 
except by way of lease for any t e r m not exceeding twenty-one years 
from t h e t ime of t h e g ran t ing of any such lease in and by which there 
shall be reserved and made payable dur ing the whole of t he t e r m to be 
thereby g ran ted the best year ly r en t t h a t can be reasonably got ten for 
t he same wi thou t any fine or p r e m i u m . 
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4. The said Hospi ta l and t h e proper ty of t he said body corporate 
shall be governed mana ged and disposed of by t h e Board of Directors 
of t he said In s t i t u t i on for t he t ime-being subject to t he by-laws rules 
a n d regula t ions for t h e t ime-being of t he said In s t i t u t i on and six 
Direc tors shall form a q u o r u m of such Board for t he doing any ac t or 
performing or t r ansac t ing any business which may u n d e r t h e provisions 
of th i s A c t or t he by-laws ru les and regula t ions of t h e said body 
corporate be done performed or t ransacted . 

5. The first Directors of t h e said In s t i t u t i on and who shall for 
al l purposes connected wi th the said Ins t i t u t ion be t he representat ives 
of t h e said persons who have subscribed to t he fund for t h e erection 
and es tab l i shment of t he said Hospi ta l shall be fifteen in n u m b e r and 
such first Direc tors shall be t h e Chancel lor for t he t ime-being of t h e 
Univers i ty of Sydney t h e Dean of Facu l t y of Medicine of t he said 
Univers i ty and th ree other persons to be appoin ted from t ime to t ime 
by t h e Governor a n d Execu t ive Counci l toge ther wi th E w e n "Wallace 
Cameron R o b e r t Coveny E y r e Gou lburn Ell is - J o h n Fa i r fax t h e 
Honorab le Thomas H o l t E d w a r d K n o x Lewis Wolfe Levy Alfred 
Robe r t s J o h n Smi th M . D . and J o h n Brown W a t t a n d such Directors 
shall subject to the conditions and provisions here in contained hold office 
un t i l t h e said Hosp i t a l shall have been erected a n d shall be opened and 
ready for t he recept ion of pa t ien t s and for t h i r t een m o n t h s thereafter . 

6. I n t h e event of any one of such first Di rec tors as m e n t i o n e d 
in t h e last p reced ing section or any Direc tor nomina ted and appoin ted 
u n d e r t h e provisions of th is section a t any t ime a n d from t ime 
to t i m e u n d e r any of t he provisions in th is A c t or any by-laws and 
ru les m a d e h e r e u n d e r ceasing to be a Di rec to r t he Board of Direc tors 
shal l w i th in three m o n t h s of such vacancy nomina te and appoin t some 
other person from among such or iginal donors of no t less a m o u n t t h a n 
five pounds to t h e fund for e rec t ing a n d es tabl ishing the said Hosp i t a l 
or from t h e a n n u a l subscribers of amoun t s no t less t h a n two pounds 
pe r a n n u m to t he said Hospi ta l to be a Director in t he room and place 
of such person so ceasing to be such Director and every Direc tor so 
appoin ted shal l for all t h e purposes and provisions of this Ac t be t aken 
and considered to be a first Director in t h e same m a n n e r as if h e had 
been hereby appoin ted one of the said first Directors Provided always 
t h a t w h e n and so often as a n y person appoin ted by the Governor a n d 
Execu t ive Counci l ceases to be a Director some other person shall be 
appoin ted by t h e Governor wi th t h e advice aforesaid. 

7. W i t h i n th i r teen m o n t h s after t h e said Hosp i t a l shall have 
been erected and shal l be opened a n d ready for t h e recept ion of pa t ien t s 
t h e said first Directors shall call a mee t ing of t he t h e n a n n u a l 
subscribers to t he support and ma in tenance of t he said I n s t i t u t i o n for 
t h e recept ion of pa t ients by an adver t i sement in any one or m o r e of t h e 
newspapers publ ished in Sydney for fourteen days before t he t ime of 
such mee t ing for t he purpose of elect ing Direc tors to represent such 
a n n u a l subscribers a t t he Board of Directors as t he same shall thence­
forth be cons t i tu ted and a t such mee t ing such subscribers shal l elect 
t en Directors and t h e Governor a n d Execu t ive Counci l m a y appoint 
t h r e e Direc tors in lieu of t he persons previously appointed . 

8. A t every a n n u a l m e e t i n g subsequent ly held in the m o n t h of 
J u l y in every year five of such t en Directors ment ioned in t he las t 
preceding section shall re t i re a n d t h e five who a re to re t i re shal l be 
de te rmined by lot and when the whole of such t e n Di rec tors shal l have 
re t i red t h e n a t every such subsequen t a n n u a l mee t ing five of t he t en 
Directors elected by the a n n u a l subscribers towards t he suppor t of t he 
I n s t i t u t i o n shall re t i re in ro ta t ion t h e Direc tors so r e t i r ing be ing 
eligible for re-election a n d a t every such a n n u a l mee t ing it shall be 
lawful for t he t h e n a n n u a l subscribers to t he suppor t of t h e said 
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In s t i t u t i on to elect five Directors in t he room of t h e said Direc tors 
t h e n re t i r ing according to t h e provisions here in conta ined and if t he r e 
shall he more t h a n five candidates such election shall he by ballot . 

9. As soon as t he said Directors shall have been so as aforesaid 
elected t h e said Board of Directors of and for t h e said In s t i t u t i on 
shall consist of fifteen Direc tors m a d e u p of t h e said t en Direc tors 
first herein provided for a n d t h e Chancellor of t h e Univers i ty for t h e 
t ime-be ing the Dean of F a c u l t y of Medicine of t h e said Univers i ty 
and t h e t h r ee persons appointed by t h e Governor wi th t h e advice 
aforesaid and of such Board t he presence of six Directors shall form 
a quorum. 

10. Minis ters of religion shall subject and according to t he pro­
visions of t he by-laws rules and regula t ions to be m a d e by t h e Board 
of Directors have free admi t t ance to t he said Hosp i t a l for t he purpose 
of giving and adminis te r ing rel igious ins t ruct ion and consolation to 
any pa t i en t s in the said Hosp i t a l of such min is te r ' s own denomina t ion 
b u t in no case shall any min i s t e r of rel igion of any denominat ion be 
capable of be ing elected a Di rec tor of t he said Hosp i ta l . 

1 1 . I t shal l be lawful for t he Board of Direc tors a t any t ime 
and from t ime to t ime to m a k e repeal and a l ter by- laws rules a n d 
regula t ions for r egu l a t i ng the i r own t imes and mode of mee t ings and 
t r ansac t ing business for fixing t h e n u m b e r of votes of cont r ibu tors in 
p ropor t ion to t h e a m o u n t of the i r cont r ibut ions for de t e rmin ing the 
qualification disqualification change r e t i r emen t election and appoint­
m e n t of Directors (except as here in provided for) medical officers 
audi tors execut ive and other officers and n u r s i n g staff and sub-
commit tees of t he said I n s t i t u t i o n and general ly for t h e suppor t 
m a n a g e m e n t a n d gove rnmen t of t h e said In s t i t u t i on and of all officers 
servants and pa t ien ts thereof Provided t h a t no such by-laws ru les or 
regula t ions shall be in any way r e p u g n a n t to or incons is tent w i th t h e 
provisions here in contained. 

12. A copy of any such by-laws rules and regula t ions sealed 
wi th t he seal of the said body corporate and purpor t ing to be certified 
by the Secretary for t h e t ime-being of t he said Ins t i t u t ion as be ing 
correct shall be received in any Cour t as conclusive evidence of such 
by-laws rules and regula t ions . 

13. I t shall be lawful for t he Board of Directors from t ime 
to t ime and for t h e t ime-being to invest any of t h e funds of t h e 
said body corporate and which m a y n o t in t he opinion of such Board 
of Directors be requ i red for t h e cur ren t expenses of t h e said Ins t i tu t ion 
and any moneys given or bequea thed to the said Ins t i tu t ion or ar is ing 
from the sale of proper ty granted devised bequea thed or given to t he 
said In s t i t u t i on according to t he discretion of such Board of Direc tors 
in any Governmen t funds or debentures of t he Aus t ra l i an Colonies or 
in any debentures or debenture stock of any Munic ipa l Corporat ion in 
t he said Colonies or of any B a n k or incorporated Company car ry ing on 
business in the said Colonies or by way of purchase mor tgage or 
otherwise upon any freehold estate in t h e said Colonies wi th power 
from t ime to t ime and a t any t ime to vary and t ransfer any such 
inves tment for or in to a n y other inves tment of a l ike k ind Provided 
always t h a t it shall be lawful for t he Board of Directors in the i r 
absolute discret ion a t any t ime and from t ime to t i m e to resort to any 
such inves tments and to realize t he same for the purpose of app ly ing 
t h e moneys to arise from t h e sale a n d real izat ion of t he same in or 
towards any t h e n cu r r en t or immedia te expense or r equ i r emen t of t h e 
said In s t i t u t i on . 

14. The Board of Directors shal l from t ime to t i m e elect 
and appoin t from amongs t such Board a house commi t t ee and such 
and so m a n y sub-commit tees as they m a y t h i n k fit for t ransac t ing t h e 
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affairs and business of t h e said I n s t i t u t i o n wi th and subject to such 
powers privi leges provisions a n d condi t ions as shall be provided a n d 
declared by t h e by-laws rules and regula t ions for t h e t ime-be ing . 

15. I t shall be lawful for t h e Board of Directors from t ime to 
t ime to m a k e provision for t h e appo in tmen t and suppor t of a medical 
school and a nu r s ing a n d t r a i n i n g staff for t h e said I n s t i t u t i o n . 

16. N o i r regu la r i ty informali ty or i l legali ty in t h e elect ion or 
appo in tmen t of any Director or officer of t h e said I n s t i t u t i o n shall be 
t a k e n or cons t rued to r ender i l legal or inval id any ac t deed m a t t e r 
or t h i n g done or executed or suffered to be done or execu ted by such 
Direc tor or officer in pu r suance of such election or appo in tmen t b u t 
a n y such election or appo in tmen t m a y in such way as m a y bo provided 
for in t h e said by-laws for t h e t ime-be ing be de termined to be good or 
bad and if bad t h e vacancy supplied in such way as m a y be provided 
for in such by-laws and the provisions of t h e said by-laws for the t ime-
be ing as to t he val idi ty of any such election or appo in tmen t and t h e 
acts deeds and th ings done by any Director or officer in pu r suance of 
any such election or appo in tmen t shall have t he force and effect of law. 

17. I t shall be lawful for t he said Board of Di rec tors to design 
at any t ime and from t ime to t ime to change or a l ter t h e c o m m o n 
seal of t he said body corporate . 

18 . I t shall be lawful for t he Treasure r a t any t ime to ins t i tu te 
a n d prosecute on behalf and in t h e n a m e of t h e said body corporate 
proceedings in any Cour t aga ins t any person who m a y have received 
medical or surgical care and a t t en t ion or both in t h e said I n s t i t u t i o n 
or aga ins t t h e executors or adminis t ra tors of any such person or 
aga ins t t h e Cura tor of t h e es ta te of any such person for t he recovery 
of fees a n d r emune ra t i on for such care and a t ten t ion a n d any a m o u n t 
recovered in any such proceeding shall be applied in such way as m a y 
be provided in t h e said by-laws for t he t ime-being. 

19. Al l unc la imed moneys of pa t ien ts who shall die in t h e said 
Hosp i t a l shal l be t he p roper ty of t h e said body corpora te and shall 
form a dist inct a n d separate fund to be called t h e " Samar i t an F u n d " 
which fund shall be m a n a g e d and disposed of in such m a n n e r as by 
t h e by-laws for t h e t ime-being of t h e said In s t i t u t i on shal l be provided 
for t he benefit of t h e necessi tous outgoing pat ients . 

20. The words " body co rpora te" in th i s A c t shal l in all cases 
m e a n t h e said Corporat ion of " T h e Pr ince Alfred H o s p i t a l " he reby 
crea ted The word " I n s t i t u t i o n " in th i s A c t shal l in all cases m e a n t h e 
said Hosp i t a l so incorpora ted as an es tabl ishment for all t he purposes 
of a n Hosp i t a l The words t he " Board of D i r ec to r s " in th i s A c t shal l 
in al l cases m e a n t h e Board of Direc tors as t h e same shal l for t he 
t ime-be ing and from t ime to t ime consist and be cons t i tu ted e i ther in 
n u m b e r or otherwise The word " T r e a s u r e r " in th i s A c t shall in all 
cases m e a n t h e Treasure r for t h e t ime-be ing or any person appointed 
to act and for the t ime-be ing act ing in t h e capaci ty of Treasure r for 
t h e said Ins t i tu t ion . 

2 1 . N o t h i n g here in conta ined shall be deemed or const ructed to 
p reven t t h e Legis la ture of t he Colony for t h e t i m e be ing from a l te r ing 
amend ing or repea l ing t he provisions of th i s Ac t or any of t h e m as t he 
publ ic in teres ts may a t any t ime seem to render necessary or expedient . 

22. This A c t may for all purposes be cited as " The P r ince 
Alfred Hospi ta l A c t . " 
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