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WH E R E A S it is expedient to place cer tain restrictions on t h e 
storage and sale of Kerosene and cer tain products thereof t h a t 

a re dangerous by reason of the i r giving off inf lammable vapour a t a low 
t empe ra tu r e Be i t therefore enacted by the Queen 's Mos t Exce l l en t 
Majesty b y and wi th t h e advice and consent of t h e Legislat ive Council 
a n d Legislat ive Assembly of N e w South W a l e s in Pa r l i amen t assembled 
a n d by the au thor i ty of t h e same as follows :— 

1 . " Kerosene" for t he purposes of this A c t shall include al l 
such R o c k oil B u r m a h oil R a n g o o n oil and any p roduc t thereof and 
any oil m a d e from pe t ro leum kerosene coal schist shale peat or o ther 
b i tuminous substance or any product thereof as gives off an inf lammable 
vapour a t a t empera tu re of less t h a n one hundred and t en degrees of 
Fahrenheit's the rmomete r . 

2. N o person shall sell or expose for sale or keep in store for 
t he purposes of sale any description of kerosene from and after t he first 
day of October one thousand eight hundred and seventy-one which gives 
off a n inf lammable vapour a t a t empera tu re of less t h a n one hund red 
and t en degrees of Fahrenheit's t he rmomete r unless the re bo a t tached 
to t h e bot t le or vessel conta in ing such kerosene a label in legible 
charac ters s ta t ing as fo l lows—Dangerous—" Grea t care m u s t be t a k e n 
" in b r ing ing any l ight near t h e contents of this vessel as they give off 
" a n inf lammable vapour a t a t empera tu re of less t h a n one h u n d r e d 
" and t en degrees of Fahrenheit's t h e r m o m e t e r " A n d any person 
ac t ing in contravent ion of th is section shall for each offence be subject 
to a pena l ty no t exceeding twenty-five pounds . 

3 . Every impor ter or refiner of kerosene shal l previous to 
delivery to any purchaser give notice to t he Inspec tor of Kerosene 
hereinafter ment ioned t h a t such kerosene is ready for inspection and 
such Inspec tor shall the reupon wi th in three days proceed to 
inspect and test such kerosene in t h e m a n n e r hereinafter provided and 
in case of approval shall testify t he same by a certificate under his 
h a n d and every impor te r or refiner of kerosene who shall deliver any 
kerosene to a purchaser wi thou t hav ing given such notice and obtained 
such certificate as aforesaid shall be liable for each case of kerosene 
so delivered to a pena l ty not exceeding twenty-five pounds and such 
kerosene may be seized and forfeited upon conviction of t he offender. 

4. 



4. After the first day of January one thousand eight hundred 
and seventy-two no person shall have or keep in any house storehouse 
warehouse shop cellar yard wharf or any other building or place 
occupied by the same person or persons within the boundaries of any 
town or municipality more than two hundred gallons of kerosene at 
any one time unless such house storehouse warehouse shop cellar yard 
wharf or any other building be situate more than fifty yards from a 
dwelling-house or from any building or place belonging to any other 
person in which goods are stored And any person acting in contra­
vention of this section shall forfeit all the kerosene so kept in excess 
of the said quantity together with the cases or tins containing the 
same and be liable to a penalty not exceeding two shillings for every 
gallon of kerosene so kept in excess Provided that nothing in this 
clause shall prevent the storage of kerosene in any quantity on the 
premises where it is manufactured. 

5. I t shall be lawful for the Governor with the advice of the 
Executive Council to appoint one or more Inspectors of Kerosene for 
the whole or any part of this Colony whose duty it shall be at all 
reasonable times to inspect and test all kerosene kept offered or exposed 
for sale and retain a parcel thereof as a sample and if upon such inspec­
tion and test any description of kerosene shall be found kept or offered 
or exposed for sale as aforesaid contrary to the provisions of this Act 
the same shall be liable to be seized and upon conviction of the 
offender to be forfeited and the person so offending shall be liable for 
any such offence to any penalty not exceeding twenty-five pounds 
Provided always that if the person in whose possession such kerosene 
shall be found as aforesaid shall claim to have a further test made in 
his behalf the Justices of the Peace before whom complaint of the said 
offence may be laid shall call before them some person having competent 
chemical knowledge who shall test a portion of the sample so retained 
as aforesaid in the manner hereinafter provided and shall give evidence 
of the result of such test and the said Justice shall direct payment 
to be made to the said analyst or person making the analysis of a sum 
not less than two shillings and sixpence and not more than ten shillings 
and sixpence to be paid in any case by the person claiming such further 
analysis. 

6. The temperature at which kerosene gives off an inflammable 
vapour shall for the purposes of this Act be ascertained in manner set 
forth in the Schedule hereto. 

7. Kerosene may be searched for in the same manner under the 
same warrants and subject to the same conditions in under and subject 
to which gunpowder may be searched for under the Act passed in the 
seventh year of the reign of King William the Fourth number seven 
and all the provisions of the said Act relating to searching for gun­
powder shall be incorporated with this Act and be construed as if the 
word " gunpowder" in such provision included " kerosene" as defined 
by this Act. 

8. All offences under this Act may be tried and all forfeitures 
and penalties thereby incurred may be disposed of recovered and applied 
in the manner authorized by the Act of Council thirteenth Victoria 
number twenty-six or any Act for the time-being in force with regard 
to illicit distillation Provided that any Inspector of Kerosene shall 
have all the rights as to forfeitures and otherwise as by such Act are 
vested in the Inspector of Distilleries. 

9. This Act may be cited as the " Storage and Sale of Kerosene 
Restriction Act of 1871." 

SCHEDULE 



SCHEDULE. 

Directions for applying the Flashing Test to samples of Kerosene Oil. 

THE instrument to be employed must be similar in construction to that adopted 
by the Metropolitan Board of Works for London for similar purposes and registered 
W . C. Miles 3G Great Pearl-street London and commonly called the Metropolitan 
Petroleum Oil-tester and the test shall be conducted in a closed room free from current 
of air. 

Sixteen ounces by measure of water shall bo placed in the water-bath of a 
temperature not less than seventy degrees of Fahrenheit's thermometer. 

The oil vessel containing two ounces by measure of the oil to bo tested shall 
then be placed in the water-bath and the temperature raised by the means provided 
in the apparatus A small jet of flame shall be brought to the prescribed distance from the 
surface of the oil as indicated by a wire across the mouth of the oil vessel as frequently 
as may be deemed necessary by the operator but not less frequently than once for 
every five degrees of heat as shown by the thermometer until a temperature of 
ninety degrees is reached and then once for every two degrees until a temperature 
of one hundred degrees is reached and then the test shall be applied for every degree 
until the flashing point is reached that is to say the temperature at which a flame or 
flicker of flame first passes from the testing jet to the oil. 

The time occupied in performing the test shall in no case exceed fifteen minutes 
reckoning from the time the oil vessel containing the oil is placed in the water-bath. 

The bulb of the thermometer shall be immersed half an inch in the oil and the 
temperature or flashing point to be adopted shall bo not less than one hundred and ten 
degrees of Fahrenheit's thermometer. 


