
No. V. 
An Act for taking the Census in 1861. [20th 

February, 1861.] 

WH E R E A S it is expedient t h a t an account of t h e Popu la t ion be 
t aken in t h e year one t h o u s a n d e ight h u n d r e d a n d s ixty-one 

and on the same day in t h a t year on which t h e l ike account is t o b e 
t aken of t he Popu la t ion of Great Br i t a in and I r e l and Be it therefore 
enacted by t h e Queen ' s Most Excel lent Majesty by and wi th t h e 
advice a n d consent of t h e Legislative Counci l and Legislat ive Assembly 
of N e w Sou th Wales in Pa r l i amen t assembled a n d by the au tho r i t y of 
t he same as follows :— 

1. I n t he cons t ruc t ion of th i s Ac t t h e word " d w e l l i n g " shall 
include all bui ld ings and t enemen t s or o ther erections whe the r pe rma­
nen t or t empora ry of which the whole or any p a r t shal l be used for t h e 
purpose of h u m a n habi ta t ion Provided t h a t in t he case of pas tora l 
es tabl ishments t h e employers or super in tendents shal l be deemed 
" o c c u p i e r s " for t h e purpose of filling u p t h e Schedules here in 
ment ioned for the i r whole respective es tabl i shments a n d for al l o the r 
purposes and subject to all other provisions of th i s Ac t Provided also 
t h a t each such pas tora l es tabl i shment shall in the const ruct ion of th i s 
A c t be deemed one " dwell ing " A n d the word " Census " shal l m e a n 
a n account of t h e Popu la t ion of N e w South Wales . 
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2. A Census shal l he t aken in m a n n e r hereinafter directed of 
all persons in t h e Colony on t h e n i g h t of Sunday the seventh day of 
Apr i l one t housand eight hund red and s ixty-one. 

3 . F o r t he t a k i n g of such Census t h e Governor wi th t he advice 
of t h e Execu t ive Counci l shal l appoint E n u m e r a t o r s and define t h e 
Distr ic ts for which they shall respectively ac t and de te rmine t h e 
n u m b e r of Collectors to be appoin ted and employed by such E n u m e ­
ra to rs respect ively and such appo in tmen t s and o ther pa r t i cu la r s shall 
be notified in t h e Gazette. 

4. The E n u m e r a t o r s shall subject t o approval by t he Governor 
w i th t h e l ike advice appoin t in l ike m a n n e r t h e Collectors to be 
employed by t h e m respectively and assign Sub-distr icts t o such 
Collectors. 

5. The Colonial Secretary shall have t h e care of super in tending 
t h e t a k i n g of such Census and shall cause to be p repared and pr in ted 
for t h e use of t he persons to be employed in t a k i n g the same such 
In s t ruc t i ons as he shall deem necessary A n d t h e Reg i s t r a r General 
shall unde r t h e directions of such Colonial Secretary issue all such 
Forms and In s t ruc t i ons to the persons for whose use t hey shal l be 
in tended. 

G. Schedules shall be prepared unde r t h e direct ion of t he 
Colonial Secretary for t h e purpose of be ing filled u p by or on behalf 
of t h e several occupiers of dwellings as hereinafter provided wi th 
par t icu lars of t h e n a m e sex age religion educat ion r a n k profession or 
occupat ion condit ion re la t ion to head of family and b i r t h place of 
every l iving person who abode in every dwell ing on t h e n i g h t of t he 
said seventh day of Apr i l one t housand eight hundred and sixty-one 
and also whe the r any were b l ind or deaf and d u m b A n d t h e E n u m e ­
ra tors shall in t he course of t h e week end ing on Sa tu rday t h e s ixth 
day of Apr i l one thousand eight h u n d r e d and sixty-one leave or cause 
to be left a t every dwel l ing within the i r respective Dis t r ic ts one or 
more of such Schedules for the occupier or occupiers thereof or of 
any p a r t thereof and u p o n every such Schedule shal l be pla inly 
expressed tha t it is to be filled up by t h e occupier of such dwell ing 
(or where such dwell ing is let in different stories or a p a r t m e n t s 
a n d occupied d is t inc t ly by different persons or families t hen by the 
occupier of each such dist inct story or a p a r t m e n t ) and t h a t t h e E n u ­
mera to r or Collector will collect all such Schedules on t he Monday 
t h e n nex t following A n d every occupier of any dwell ing or of any 
dist inct story or a p a r t m e n t in any dwell ing wi th or for w h o m any 
such Schedule shall have been left as aforesaid shall fill u p t h e said 
Schedule to t h e best of his or he r knowledge and belief so far as relates 
to all persons abiding in the dwell ing story or a p a r t m e n t occupied by 
h i m or her a n d shall s ign his or her n a m e t h e r e u n t o and shall deliver 
t h e Schedule so filled u p or cause t he same to be delivered to t h e E n u ­
mera to r or Collector w h e n requi red so to do. 

7. The Colonial Secretary shal l obta in by such ways and means 
as shal l appear to h i m best adapted for t h e purpose "Returns of t h e 
par t icu lars required by th is A c t wi th respect to all houseless persons 
a n d all persons who du r ing t h e said n igh t of Sunday t h e seventh day 
of Apr i l one t housand eight h u n d r e d a n d sixty-one were t rave l l ing or 
on shipboard or for any other reason were no t ab id ing in any dwell ing 
of which account is to be t a k e n by the E n u m e r a t o r s and such R e t u r n s 
shall be included in t he Abs t rac t s to be m a d e as hereinafter enacted. 

8. Every Collector shall on M o n d a y the said e ighth day of 
Apr i l one thousand e ight hund red and sixty-one or as soon thereafter 
as pract icable demand and receive t he said Schedules a t all dwell ings 
wi th in his Sub-distr ict a n d shall satisfy himself by inspection of the 
same t h a t such Schedules are correct ly filled u p or if no t so in any 
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par t icu la r shall himself by information derived from t h e occupier 
m a k e t he same complete a n d correct a n d in e i ther such case shall t h e n 
and the re counters ign the said Schedules with his own name. 

9. Eve ry Collector shall w i th in seven days after all t he 
Schedules wi th in his Sub-distr ict shal l have been completed and 
received by h i m deliver t h e m to his E n u m e r a t o r toge ther wi th a 
declara t ion m a d e a n d subscr ibed b y himself i n t h e form of the Schedule 
here to m a r k e d A A n d any E n u m e r a t o r m a y in t h e case of any defect 
or deficiency in any Schedule so delivered requ i re t he Collector 
del ivering t he same to m a k e fur ther inquir ies and to correct such 
defect or supply such deficiency at his own cost. 

10. Every E n u m e r a t o r shal l w i t h i n fourteen days after receipt 
from his Collectors of all such Schedules m a k e out theref rom one Col­
lective R e t u r n of all t he several par t i cu la rs there in respectively con­
ta ined and shall sign a n d t r ansmi t t h e same to t h e Reg i s t r a r Genera l 
for t he use of t h e Colonial Secretary toge ther wi th all t h e said 
Schedules and t h e declarat ions aforesaid as received from the several 
Collectors and toge ther also wi th a declarat ion made and subscribed 
by himself in t h e form of t he Schedule here to marked B. 

1 1 . The Colonial Secretary shal l w i th all convenient speed pre­
pare or cause to be prepared Abs t rac t s of the said R e t u r n s in like form 
to t ha t which m a y be de termined on by t h e Imper i a l Government for 
t abu la t ing t h e Census of Grea t Br i ta in or as near ly resembl ing such 
form as c i rcumstances will admi t A n d such Abs t rac t s shall be pr in ted 
and laid before both Houses of Par l iament . 

12. The Inspec tor Genera l of Police—-all Munic ipa l Counci ls— 
Jus t ices of the Peace—Clerks of Pe t ty Sessions—Gold Commissioners 
a n d Dis t r ic t Reg i s t ra r s of B i r th s Mar r i ages a n d Dea ths wi th in the 
Colony shall on every reques t in wr i t i ng from t h e Regis t ra r General 
supply h i m for the use of t h e Colonial Secretary wi th all information 
in the i r power respec t ing fit persons to be appointed E n u m e r a t o r s or 
Collectors as aforesaid together wi th such advice and assistance upon 
any a n d every other po in t t end ing to t h e effectual ca r ry ing out of the 
provisions of th i s Act as m a y be in the i r power. 

13 . A n y occupier or person in charge of any dwell ing or dis­
t inc t pa r t of a dwell ing who shall refuse or wilfully neglect to fill u p 
to t h e best of his knowledge or information and belief t h e Schedule so 
left as aforesaid or to sign a n d deliver t h e same or shall refuse or 
wilfully neglec t to answer or u n t r u l y answer any necessary inqu i ry 
m a d e by a Collector or wilfully m a k e sign or deliver or cause to be 
made signed or delivered any false r e t u r n or s t a t emen t of any par t icu­
lar in such Schedule or shall obs t ruct any person in t h e performance 
of any du ty unde r th is Act shall be liable to a penal ty not exceeding 
five pounds . 

14. A n y Collector who shall fail to r e t u r n to his E n u m e r a t o r 
all t h e Schedules which shall have been received by h i m or shall 
wilfully sign or deliver any u n t r u e Schedule or al ter any Schedule 
except as aforesaid or shall o therwise wilfully violate any provision of 
th is Ac t shal l for every such offence be liable to a penal ty no t exceed­
ing five pounds . 

15 . Eve ry declara t ion unde r th i s Ac t may be made and sub-
scribed before any Jus t i ce of t he Peace A n d any person wilfully 
m a k i n g a n d subscribine: a false declarat ion shall forfeit a sum not 
exceeding five pounds . 

16. A n y person accept ing t he office of E n u m e r a t o r or Collector 
unde r th i s Ac t and afterwards refusing or neglec t ing to do a n y t h i n g 
lawfully requ i red of h im in v i r tue of such office unless p reven ted by 
sickness or o ther unvoidable cause (in which case the Governor wi th 
the advice aforesaid may for thwith appoint ano ther E n u m e r a t o r or 
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t he E n u m e r a t o r m a y appoin t ano ther Collector approved as aforesaid) 
shall be l iable t o a pena l ty no t exceeding t w e n t y pounds . 

17. A l l penal t ies unde r th is A c t may be recovered summar i ly 
before any two Jus t i ces of t h e Peace. 

18 . This Ac t shall be styled and may be cited as " The New 
Sou th W a l e s Census A c t for 1 8 6 1 . " 

S C H E D U L E A. 

I a Collector appointed under the " Census Act for 1861" do 
solemnly declare that the Schedules numbered from to inclusive contained 
in the sealed packet to which this Declaration is attached are all the Schedules under the 
said Act which have been completed and received by me within the Sub-district to which I 
was appointed and that the whole contents of all the said Schedules are true to the best of 
my knowledge information and belief. 

[Signature.] 
Made and subscribed before me at 

this day of 186 . } 
Justice of the Peace. 

S C H E D U L E B. 

I an Enumerator appointed for the District of 
under the " Census Act for 1861" do solemnly declare that the sealed packet addressed to 
the Registrar General to which this Declaration is attached contains all the Schedules and 
Declarations transmitted to me by the [state here the number of Collectors for his District] 
Collectors appointed by mo and also one Collective Return made out by me from the said 
Schedules and that the said Collective Return contains the full true and correct results of 
all the particulars contained in all the said Schedules to the best of my knowledge and belief. 

[Signature.] 
Made and subscribed before me at 

this day of 186 . 
Justice of the Peace. 


