
No. XXXIV. 
An Act for registering Bir ths Deaths and 

Marriages. [3rd December, 1855.] 

WH E R E A S it is expedient to provide be t t e r means for reg i s te r ing 
B i r th s Mar r i ages and Dea ths in t h e Colony of N e w South 

W a l e s Be it therefore enacted by H i s Excel lency t h e Governor of New 
Sou th W a l e s by and wi th t he advice and consent of t h e Legislat ive 
Council thereof as follows :— 

1. The words in t he first co lumn of t he Schedule here to m a r k e d 
A whenever used in th i s A c t shal l respectively bear t h e mean ings 
expressed a n d set aga ins t t h e m respectively in t he second column of 
t h e same Schedule . 

2. The Governor m a y establish by not ice in t he Gazette a n 
office in tin; City of Sydney for reg is te r ing all b i r ths mar r iages a n d 
deaths in t h e Colony to be called t he " General Reg i s t ry for N e w 
South W a l e s " a n d m a y appoin t a fit person to be called t h e " R e g i s t r a r 
G e n e r a l " for per forming t h e dut ies by th i s Act imposed u p o n h im. 

3 . 



3. The Governor w i th t he advice of t he Execu t ive Counci l m a y 
for t h e purposes of th i s A c t by P roc lama t ion in t he Gazette a t any 
t ime before t h e first day of M a r c h n e x t divide t h e Colony in to such 
and so m a n y Reg i s t ry Dis t r ic ts as he shall t h i n k fit one of t h e m be ing 
the Reg i s t ry Dis t r ic t of Sydney and m a y in l ike m a n n e r by any sub­
sequent P roc lamat ion from t i m e to t ime al ter such division. 

4. The Governor may from t i m e to t ime appoint such persons 
as he shal l t h i n k fit to be Dis t r ic t Reg i s t ra r s a n d Ass is tant Dis t r ic t 
R e g i s t r a r s for such Dis t r ic ts respectively except for t he Dis t r ic t of 
Sydney t h e office of Dis t r ic t Reg i s t r a r for which shall m e r g e and be 
vested in t h e Reg is t ra r General . 

5. I n case of unavoidable absence of t he Reg i s t r a r General or 
of any Dis t r i c t Reg i s t r a r from il lness or o ther cause t h e Governor 
m a y appoin t by wr i t ing unde r his h a n d to be notified in t h e Gazette 
a fit person to act in his stead who shall while so ac t ing have all t he 
powers and dut ies and be subject to all t h e provisions and penal t ies of 
a n d affecting t h e Reg i s t r a r General or Dis t r ic t Reg i s t r a r as t h e case 
may be . 

0. The Reg i s t r a r Genera l may subject t o t he approval of the 
Governor and Execu t ive Counci l m a k e regula t ions from t ime to t ime 
for t h e m a n a g e m e n t of t h e Genera l Reg i s t ry and to be observed by 
the Dis t r i c t Reg i s t r a r s and such regula t ions when so approved shall 
be publ ished in t h e Gazette and be the reupon as b ind ing on all per­
sons affected the reby as if they formed p a r t of th i s Act . 

7. The R e g i s t r a r Genera l and every Dis t r ic t Reg i s t r a r shall for 
the dut ies to be performed under th i s Ac t or t h e A c t of th i s Session 
for r egu la t i ng mar r iages respectively receive t he several fees specified 
in t he Schedule here to m a r k e d B and all such fees to be re ta ined by 
such Dis t r ic t Reg i s t r a r s for thei r own use except t h e fees pa id to t he 
Reg is t ra r Genera l or in his office which shall be accounted for and 
paid by h i m respect ively to H e r Majesty. 

8. The Reg i s t r a r Genera l shal l from t ime to t ime a t t he publ ic 
expense furnish to every Dis t r ic t Reg i s t r a r books for t h e reg i s t ry 
the re in of b i r ths mar r i ages and dea ths and forms for certified copies 
thereof respect ively and also to every officiating Minis te r duly regis­
te red as such a sufficient n u m b e r in dupl ica te of mar r i age regis t ry 
books and forms and every Dis t r ic t Reg i s t r a r shall inform himself 
carefully of every b i r t h mar r i age a n d dea th happen ing wi th in his 
dis tr ict and shal l as soon as possible after t h e event w i thou t fee or 
r eward regis ter t h e same respectively and the pa r t i cu la r s thereof in 
such books according to t he respective forms contained the re in or so 
furnished to h im—every en t ry to be m a d e in order from t h e beg inn ing 
to t h e end of t h e book and every such book to be paged consecutively. 

9. E v e r y Dis t r ic t Reg i s t r a r shall i n t h e m o n t h s of Apr i l J u l y 
October and J a n u a r y in each year t r ansmi t to t he Genera l Reg is t ry 
copies of t he regis ters of b i r t h s mar r iages and deaths m a d e in his 
office du r ing t h e t h r ee m o n t h s nex t preceding a n d al l such copies 
shall b e thereaf ter k e p t in t h e Genera l Reg i s t ry in such order a n d 
m a n n e r as t he Reg i s t r a r Genera l shal l t h i n k fit so t h a t t h e same m a y 
be mos t readily seen and examined. 

10. The Reg i s t r a r Genera l shal l cause a seal or s t amp to be 
made for t h e Genera l Reg i s t ry and for each Dis t r ic t Reg i s t ry Office 
and t h e Reg i s t r a r Genera l and Dis t r ic t Reg i s t ra r s respectively shall 
sign a n d cause to be scaled or s tamped the rewi th all certificates or 
certified copies given in t he i r respect ive offices and all certificates or 
certified copies so scaled shall be received in all Cour ts of Ju s t i ce as 
evidence of the b i r t h mar r i age or dea th to which t h e same re la te and 
of t he other pa r t i cu la r s t he re in recorded wi thou t fur ther proof of such 
m a t t e r s and every certificate of t h e Reg i s t r a r General t h a t any or iginal 
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register of b i r ths mar r i ages or dea ths for any specified period and for 
any par t i cu la r distr ict is lost or destroyed shall be received in any 
Cour t of Jus t i ce as conclusive evidence of t h a t fact. 

1 1 . T h e Reg i s t r a r Genera l u p o n receiving a requis i t ion i n 
wr i t ing in t h e n a m e of any Minis ter of Rel ig ion a n d ordinar i ly 
officiating as such unde r t h e h a n d of such Minis te r or of t he head of 
t h e denomina t ion to which he belongs such wr i t ing specifying his 
rel igious denomina t ion and designat ion and his residence and desir ing 
t h a t h e m a y be regis tered as a Min i s te r for ce lebra t ing mar r i ages 
wi th in t h e Colony shal l for thwith w i t h o u t fee or reward register t h e 
n a m e of such Min i s te r w i t h t h e foregoing pa r t i cu la r s in a regis ter book 
to be kept by h i m expressly for t ha t purpose . 

12. W h e n e v e r any Minis te r so regis tered shal l cease to reside 
in t h e Reg i s t r a r ' s Dis t r ic t w i th in which his regis tered or last regis tered 
residence was s i tuated or shall no t be proper ly designated by t h e 
n a m e or descript ion so regis tered he shal l w i th in th ree m o n t h s nex t 
following cause his n a m e and new residence or des ignat ion (as t he case 
m a y be) to be registered anew wi th t h e Reg i s t r a r Genera l or in default 
thereof such Minis te r shal l n o t be deemed regis tered according to t h e 
aforesaid A c t for r egu la t ing marr iages . 

13 . The Reg i s t r a r Genera l shall publ i sh in t h e Gazette w i th in 
one m o n t h after receiving the same the n a m e of every officiating 
Minis te r which shal l have been sent to such Reg i s t r a r Genera l in t h e 
m a n n e r and conta in ing the pa r t i cu la r s in t h a t behalf aforesaid and 
which shal l have been by h i m regis tered accordingly. 

1 1 . The Reg i s t r a r Genera l shall also in t he m o n t h of J a n u a r y 
in each year pub l i sh in t h e Gazette t h e names of all t h e Minis te rs 
t h e n duly registered in his office w i t h the i r designat ions denomina t ions 
and residences d i s t inguish ing t h e Regis t ry Dis t r ic ts w i th in wh ich such 
residences a re s i tua ted respectively and every such a n n u a l publ ica t ion 
shal l be 'prima facie evidence in all Cour ts of Ju s t i ce t h a t t he persons 
the re in named and no o thers were t h e n ordinar i ly officiating and duly 
regis tered Minis te rs of Rel ig ion for t h e celebrat ion of mar r iages . 

15 . Wheneve r t h e R e g i s t r a r Genera l shall know t h a t any 
regis tered Minis te r is dead or has left t he Colony or resides in ano the r 
distr ict t h a n t h e one wi th in which he was last regis tered as res id ing or 
has ceased ordinar i ly to officiate as a Min i s te r he shal l omit t he n a m e 
of such Minis te r from t h e nex t a n n u a l publ ica t ion of t he n a m e s of 
regis tered Minis te rs . 

1G. I f any person shal l cause his n a m e to be regis tered u n d e r 
th i s A c t as a n ordinar i ly officiating Min i s t e r of Rel ig ion he be ing a t 
t h e t ime not such a Min i s te r and knowing himself no t t o be such h e 
shall be deemed gui l ty of a misdemeanor and be l iable on convict ion 
to such fine (not exceeding two h u n d r e d pounds) or impr i sonment no t 
exceeding two years as t he Cour t m a y award . 

17. I t shall be lawful for any "Officiat ing M i n i s t e r " or 
" Dis t r ic t R e g i s t r a r " to ask of any person mar r ied or abou t to be 
mar r i ed t h e several pa r t i cu la r s r equ i red to be regis tered t ouch ing any 
such mar r i age a n d for any Dis t r i c t R e g i s t r a r t o ask of any person 
seeking to regis ter any b i r t h or dea th any of t h e pa r t i cu l a r s he reby 
requi red to be regis tered. 

18 . The Reg i s t r a r Genera l shall cause indexes of t he several 
Dis t r ic t Regis t r ies a n d of his own regis ter for t h e Dis t r i c t of Sydney 
and also one genera l index of all t he b i r t h s mar r iages and dea ths in 
the Colony to be m a d e and k e p t in t h e Genera l Reg is t ry a n d every 
Dis t r ic t Reg i s t r a r shal l cause indexes of h is regis ter books to be m a d e 
and kep t in his office. 

19. Certified copies of regis ters or of entr ies of regis ters m a d e 
or g iven by the R e g i s t r a r Genera l or any D e p u t y R e g i s t r a r a n d 
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p u r p o r t i n g to be signed by such officers respectively shall be received 
as prima facie evidence in any Cour t of Ju s t i ce wi th in t h e said 
Colony of t h e fact of t h e b i r th dea th or mar r i age to which t h e same 
relates Provided t h a t no en t ry of t h e regis ter of any death shall be 
received as evidence of t h e fact of such dea th unless there shal l also 
be a n e n t r y of t h e regis ter of t he bur ia l . 

20. E v e r y person on p a y m e n t of t h e specified fees ment ioned 
in t h a t behalf in Schedule B and giving in a wr i t t en m e m o r a n d u m of 
t h e pa r t i cu la r en t ry which he desires to find or search for shall be 
ent i t led a t reasonable hours to bo fixed by the regula t ions hereinbefore 
men t ioned to search any of such indexes and also t h e several regis ters 
or books in which such en t ry shal l appear to be and also to have a 
copy of any en t ry in any such book certified by the Regis t ra r General 
or Dis t r ic t Reg i s t r a r as t h e case m a y be . 

2 1 . I n each case of t h e b i r t h of any child in t he Colony the 
pa ren t shall w i th in sixty days and in each case of t h e dea th of any 
person the t enan t of t h e house or place shall w i th in t h i r t y days nex t 
thereaf ter respectively inform t h e Dis t r ic t Reg i s t r a r of such b i r th or 
dea th a n d of all t h e par t i cu la rs concerning the same according to the 
forms of reg is t ra t ion hereinbefore referred to . 

22. After t he expi ra t ion of s ixty days following the b i r t h of 
any child in t he Colony i t shall no t be lawful for any Dis t r ic t Regis­
t r a r to regis ter such b i r t h unless some person presen t the rea t or t he 
pa ren t shal l a t some t i m e wi th in six m o n t h s n e x t after t he b i r t h m a k e 
a solemn declara t ion according to t h e best of his knowledge and 
belief subject in case of wilful falsehood there in to t he penal t ies of 
per jury of t h e par t i cu la rs as hereinbefore ment ioned whereupon the 
Dis t r ic t Reg i s t r a r m a y and shall register such b i r th . 

23. I n every case of t h e arr ival in t h e Colony of a child unde r 
t he ago of e ighteen m o n t h s bo rn a t sea or in any place out of t he 
Colony whoso pa ren t s a rc about to t ake u p the i r abode the re in t h e 
Dis t r ic t Reg i s t r a r shall upon a solemn declarat ion by the pa ren t of 
t h e pa r t i cu la r s so r equ i red as aforesaid subject in case of wilful false­
hood the re in to t h e penal t ies of per jury regis ter t h e b i r t h toge ther 
w i th such par t icu la rs . 

24. I t shal l no t be lawful for any Dis t r ic t Reg i s t r a r t o regis ter 
t he b i r th of any child after t h e expira t ion of six m o n t h s following such 
b i r t h if i n t h e Colony or after t h e ar r iva l t he re in of t h e child if bo rn 
a t sea or ou t of t he Colony and no regis ter or certified copy of a 
regis ter of b i r t h made con t ra ry to th i s provision shall be received in 
evidence to prove t h e b i r th of any child. 

25. I f a n y child whose b i r t h shall have been regis tered shall 
a t any t i m e af terwards have any n a m e duly given to i t t h e pa ren t 
shal l w i th in seven days n e x t thereaf ter p rocure and deliver to t he 
Dis t r ic t Reg i s t r a r in whose custody the regis ter of t h e b i r t h of such 
child may t h e n h a p p e n to be a certificate according to t h e form in t h e 
Schedule here to m a r k e d C signed by t h e Minis ter or o ther person who 
shal l have given such n a m e which certificate such Min i s te r or other 
person is hereby requi red to deliver whenever demanded on paymen t 
to h i m of t h e fee of one shi l l ing and t h e Dis t r ic t Reg i s t r a r upon 
receipt of such certificate shall w i thou t any erasure of t h e or iginal 
en t ry for thwi th regis ter there in t h a t t he chi ld was bapt ized by such 
n a m e or had such n a m e given to i t and shall t he r eupon certify upon 
the said certificate t h e addi t ional en t ry so made . 

26. Al l mas te r s or commanders of Br i t i sh vessels or of any 
Colonial vessel shall on ar r iva l in any por t in t he said Colony furnish 
to t he H e a l t h Officer of t h e por t or if t he re be no H e a l t h Officer to the 
Chief Officer of Cus toms the par t icu lars of every b i r t h and death which 
shall have occurred on board such vessel while a t sea according to t he 
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forms in t he Schedules here to annexed marked D and E t h e said forms 
on be ing requi red so to do by any such mas te r or commander to be 
supplied to h i m by such H e a l t h Officer or Officer of Cus toms. 

27. N o t h i n g here in contained as to t h e compulsory regis t ra t ion 
of b i r ths shall ex tend to any child bo rn before t h e commencemen t of 
th i s A c t b u t t h e pa ren t may requi re t h e b i r t h to be regis tered unde r 
t h e l ike provisions as a re hereinbefore conta ined as near ly as may be 
a n d t h e Dis t r ic t R e g i s t r a r shall regis ter t h e same accordingly. 

28. I n case any new-born child or any dead body shall be found 
exposed t h e Constable in case of a new-born child a n d t h e Coroner or 
if none such the neares t Ju s t i ce of t h e Peace in t h e case of a dead 
body shall for thwi th inform the Dis t r ic t Reg i s t r a r thereof and of t h e 
place where such child or dead body was found and where a n inques t 
or Magis ter ia l i nqu i ry shal l be held on any dead body t h e Coroner or 
Magis t ra te (as t h e case m a y be) shall notify to t h e Distr ict Reg i s t r a r 
t he verdict of the J u r y or the opinion of such Magis t r a t e wi th all 
o ther par t i cu la rs required to be regis tered concern ing t h e dea th a n d 
such Reg i s t r a r shal l m a k e t h e en t ry accordingly. 

29. Eve ry Dis t r ic t Reg is t ra r immedia te ly u p o n reg i s te r ing 
any dea th or as soon thereaf ter as he shall be requi red so to do shall 
w i t h o u t fee or reward deliver to t h e u n d e r t a k e r or o ther person h a v i n g 
charge of t h e funeral a certificate unde r his h a n d according to t h e 
form in t he Schedule here to m a r k e d F t ha t such dea th has been duly 
regis tered and such certificate shal l be delivered by such u n d e r t a k e r 
or o ther person to t h e Minis ter or officiating person who shall be 
requ i red to bury or perform any religious service for t he bur ia l a n d if 
any dead body shall be bur ied for which no certificate shall have been 
so delivered t h e person who shall bu r y t h e same or perform any 
funeral or rel igious service for t h e bur i a l or who shall in any o the r 
way dispose of t h e body shal l for thwi th give not ice of t h e facts t o t h e 
Dis t r ic t Reg i s t r a r Provided always t ha t t h e Coroner or Magi s t r a t e 
ho ld ing any inques t or i nqu i ry upon any dead body for which no cer­
tificate shall have been delivered as aforesaid may order t h e body to 
be bur ied if he shall t h ink fit before regis t ra t ion and shall in such case 
give a certificate of his order in wr i t ing unde r his h a n d according to 
t he form in t he Schedule here to marked G to such u n d e r t a k e r or o ther 
person hav ing charge of t he funera l—and every unde r t ake r or o ther 
person who shall b u r y or otherwise dispose of any dead body shall 
for thwith cause to be t r ansmi t t ed to t he Dis t r ic t Reg is t ra r a certificate 
thereof in t h e form or to t he effect set forth in the Schedule he re to 
m a r k e d I I counters igned by two respectable householders . 

80. N o t h i n g here in conta ined shall affect t h e r igh t of a n y 
officiating Minis te r to receive t he fees now usual ly paid for t h e per­
formance of any rel igious r i te of bap t i sm mar r i age or bur ia l . 

3 1 . A n y person charged wi th t h e du ty of m a k i n g e n t r y i n 
t he regis ter of any b i r t h mar r i age or death who shall discover a n y 
error to have been commit ted in t h e form or subs tance of such e n t r y 
shal l no t be liable to any pena l ty on account thereof if w i th in one 
m o n t h n e x t after t he discovery of such error in the presence of t he 
pa ren t in any case of b i r th or of e i ther of the par t ies in t h e case of a 
mar r i age or of t he t e n a n t in t h e case of a dea th or in any of such cases 
respect ively in presence of t he Dis t r ic t Reg i s t r a r he shall t ru ly correct 
t h e er ror by m a k i n g and s igning a new en t ry in t he marg in wi thou t 
a l t e r ing t he original en t ry add ing t h e date of such correction Provided 
t h a t in every such case he shal l m a k e t h e l ike a l te ra t ion in t h e certified 
copy of t h e regis ter to be m a d e by h i m as aforesaid or if such certified 
copy shal l have been already made shall t hen m a k e and deliver a 
separate certified copy of t h e original erroneous en t ry and of t h e new 
and correct m a r g i n a l en t ry . 
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32. E v e r y person who shall offend agains t this Ac t by refusing 
or neglec t ing to give any not ice or informat ion required by any of t he 
foregoing sections or by knowing ly regis ter ing any b i r th or dea th 
con t ra ry to t h e provisions of any of t h e said sections shal l for every 
such offence forfeit a s u m no t exceeding ten pounds . 

33 . Eve ry Dis t r i c t Reg i s t r a r who shal l refuse or wi thou t 
reasonable cause omit to register any b i r th mar r i age or death of which 
he shall have h a d due not ice as aforesaid and every person hav ing the 
custody of any regis ter book or certified copy thereof or of any pa r t 
thereof who shal l negl igent ly lose or injure t h e same or negl igent ly 
allow the same to be injured whilst in his keeping shall forfeit and pay 
a s u m no t exceeding twen ty pounds for every such offence. 

34 . E v e r y person who shall wilfully m a k e or cause to be m a d e 
for the purpose of be ing inser ted in any register of b i r ths mar r iages 
or dea ths any false s t a tement touch ing any of t h e par t icu la rs here in 
requ i red to be k n o w n and registered shall be gui l ty of a misdemeanor 
and on conviction thereof be subject to fine not exceeding two h u n d r e d 
pounds wi th or w i t h o u t impr i sonment w i th ha rd labor for any t e r m 
not exceeding t h r ee years . 

35 . Eve ry person who shall wilfully destroy or injure or cause 
to be in jured or destroyed any such regis ter book or any p a r t or 
certified copy of any pa r t thereof or shall falsely m a k e or counterfeit 
or cause to he falsely m a d e or counterfei ted any p a r t of any such 
regis ter book or certified copy thereof or shall wilfully inser t or cause 
to be inser ted in any regis ter book or certified copy thereof any false 
en t ry of any b i r t h mar r i age or death or shal l wilfully give any false 
certificate or shal l certify any wr i t ing to be a copy or ex t rac t of any 
regis ter book k n o w i n g the same regis ter to be false in any pa r t thereof 
or shal l forge or counterfeit t h e s igna ture or seal or s t amp of t he 
Reg i s t r a r Genera l or any Dis t r ic t Reg i s t r a r or any impression thereof 
shal l bo gu i l ty of felony and on convict ion shall be l iable a t t h e dis­
cre t ion of t he Cour t to ha rd labor on t h e roads or publ ic works for 
any t e r m no t exceeding five years or to any fine not exceeding five 
h u n d r e d pounds or to impr i sonmen t not exceeding th ree years with 
or w i thou t h a r d labor. 

3G. A l l fines forfeitures and penal t ies by th i s A c t imposed 
unless o therwise provided shall be recovered before any two Jus t i ces 
of t he Peace or Pol ice Mag i s t r a t e in a s u m m a r y way upon t h e com­
p la in t of any person. 

37 . Al l fines a n d penal t ies a n d all fees paid to t h e Reg i s t r a r 
Genera l u n d e r th is Ac t shall be pa id to H e r Majesty for t h e publ ic 
uses of t he Colony and in suppor t of t he Gove rnmen t thereof. 

38 . So far as respects t he aj)pointments to be m a d e by t h e 
Governor and all enac tmen t s re la t ing to the regis t ry of Minis ters and 
t h e providing of books and forms th is Ac t shall t ake effect on t h e day 
of t he passing thereof and as to all o ther ma t t e r s on t he first day of 
M a r c h nex t . 
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S C H E D U L E A. 

S C H E D U L E B . 

Every search in any Index (to be paid beforehand). . . . . . Five shillings. 
Every certified copy of any entry (payable on delivery) . . . Two shillings. 
Every certified copy of any bir th or death . . . Two shillings. 
Dit to of any marriage Two shillings. 
Every marriage performed by Registrar . . . . . . . . . Twenty shillings. 

S C H E D U L E C. 

I A. B . [of ] do hereby certify that I have this day baptized 
by the name of Thomas [or that the name of Thomas hath this day been given to] a male 
child produced to me by William Green as the son of William Green and Rebecca Green 
and declared by the said William Green to have been born a t on the 
day of 18 

Witness my hand this day of 18 . 
Signature. 

S C H E D U L E 

W O R D S . MEANINGS. 

Gazette The New South Wales Government Gazette. 

Gazetted Published in ditto. 

Paren t Father or if dead or absent the Mother or Guardian. 

Tenant Principal occupier for the time being of any dwelling-house or 
tenement and in the case of a gaol prison house of cor­
rection hospital lunatic asylum or other public or 
charitable inst i tut ion the head officer or person in actual 
charge thereof. 

Constable Chief or Head Constable of the District. 

Seal Any seal stamp or die caused to be made by the Registrar 
General. 

District Registrar Any District Registrar or Assistant District Registrar. 
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S C H E D U L E E . 

I A. B. Registrar of Births and Deaths in the District of do 
hereby certify that the death of Robert Taylor was duly registered by me on the 
day of 18 

Witness my hand this day of 18 
[Signed] A. B. District Registrar. 

S C H E D U L E G. 

I A. B. Coroner for the District of [or Justice of the Peace of ] do 
hereby order the burial of the body now shewn to the Inquest Jury [or to me] as the body 
of Thomas Jones. 

Witness my hand this day of 18 
A. B. Coroner 

or 
J .P . [as the case may be ] 

S C H E D U L E H . 

I A. B. of undertaker do hereby certify that the body of [C. D.] 
was on the day of 185 duly buried at and in 
presence of the undersigned. 

Witness our hands this day of 185 . 
[Signed] A. B. Undertaker. 

[Countersigned] 
W. X. 
Y. Z. Householders. 


