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No. XXXIV.

An Act for registering Births Deaths and
Marriages. [3rd December, 1855.]

ITEREAS it is expedient to provide better means for registering

Births Marriages and Deaths in the Colony of New South

Wales Be it therefore enacted by His Excellency the Governor of New

South Wales by and with the advice and consent of the Legislative
Council thereof as follows :—

1. The words in the first column of the Schedule hercto marked
A whenever used in this Act shall respectively bear the meanings
expressed and set against them respectively in the second column of
the same Schedule.

2. The Governor may establish by notice in the Gazefte an
office in the City of Sydney for registering all births marriages and
deaths in the Colony to be called the ¢ General Registry for New
South Wales” and may appoint a fit person to be called the “Registrar
General” for performing the duties by this Act imposed upon him.

3.
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3. The Governor with the advice of the Executive Council may Registry Districts.
for the purposes of this Act by Proclamation in the Gazetée at any
time before the first day of March next divide the Colony into such
and so many Registry Districts as he shall think fit one of them being
the Registry District of Sydncy and may in like manner by any sub-
sequent Proclamation from time to time alter such division. :
4. The Governor may from time to time appoint such persons District Registrars.
as he shall think fit to he District Registrars and Assistant District
tegistrars for such Districts respectlvely except for the District of
Sydney the office of District Registrar for which shall merge and he
vested in the Registrar General.
5. In casc of unavoidable absence of the Registrar General or Substitutes on illness
of any District Registrar from illness or other causc the Governor
may appoint by wutm{r under his hand to be notified in the Gazelte
a fit person to act in his stead who shall while so acting have all the
powers and dutics and be subject to all the provisions and penalties of
and affecting the Registrar General or District Registrar as the case
may be.
6. The Registrar General may subject to the approval of the Legulations.
Governor and Execcutive Council make regulations from time to time
for the management of the General Registry and to be observed by
the District Registrars and such regulations when so approved shall
be published in the G'azette and he thercupon as binding on all per-
sons affected thereby as if they formed part of this Act.
7. The Registrar General and every District Registrar shall for Fees.
the duties to be performed under this Act or the Aet of this Session
for regulating marriages respectively reccive the several fees specified
in the Schedule hereto marked B and all such fees to be retained by
such District Registrars for their own use except the fees paid to the
Registrar General or in his office which shall he accounted for and
paid by him respectively to Iler Majesty.
8. The Registrar General shall from time to time at the public Form of registration.
expense furnish to cvery District Registrar books for the registry
therein of births marriages and deaths and forms for certified copies
thereof respectively and also to every officiating Minister duly regis-
tered as such a sufficient number in duplicate of marriage registry
books and forms and every District Registrar shall inform himself
carefully of every birth marriage and death happening within his
district and shall as soon as posmblc after the cvent without fec or
reward register the same respectively and the particulars thercof in
such books according to the respective forms contained thercin or so
furnished to him—every entry to be made in order from the beginning
to the end of the book and every such book to be paged consecutively. ,
9. Every District Registrar shall in the months of April July Retuns to General
October and January in cach year transmit to the General Registry Hegistey.
copies of the registers of hirths marriages and deaths made in his
office during the three months next preceding and all such copies
shall be thereafter kept in the General Registry in such order and
manner as the Registrar General shall think {it so that the same may
be most readily seen and examined.
10. The Registrar General shall cause a seal or stamp to be seats of offic..
made for the General Registry and for cach District Registry Office
and the Registrar General and District Registrars respectively shall
sign and cause to be scaled or stamped therewith all certificates or
certified copics given in their respective offices and all certificates or
certificd copies so scaled shall be received in all Courts of Justice as
evidence of the birth marriage or death to which the same relate and
of the other particulars s therein recorded without further proof of such
matters and every certificate of the Registrar General that any original
3 X—VOL. 4. reglstcr
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register of births marriages or deaths for any specified period and for
any particular district is lost or destroyed shall be received in any
Court of Justice as conclusive evidence of that fact.

11. The Registrar General upon receiving a requisition in
writing in the name of any Minister of Reh(rlon and ordinarily
oﬂicmtlnw as such under the hand of such Minister or of the head of
the denomination to which he belongs such writing specifying his
religious denomination and dcsmnatlon and his residence and desiring
that he may be registered as o Minister for ceclebrating marriages
within the Colony shall forthwith without fec or reward register the
name of such Minister with the foregoing particulars in a registcr book
to be kept by him expressly for that purpose.

Whenever any Minister so registered shall cease to reside
in the Rorrlstlar s District within which his registered or last registered
residence was situated or shall not be propcrly designated by the
name or description so registered he shall within three months next
following cause his name ‘and new residence or designation (as the casc
may be) to be registered anew with the Registrar General or in default
thereof such Minister shall not be deemed registered aceording to the
aforesaid Act for regulating marriages.

13. The Registrar Gencral shall publish in the Gazefte within
onc month after receiving the same the name of cvery ofliciating
Minister which shall have becn sent to such Registrar General in the
manner and containing the particulars in that behalf aforesaid and
which shall have heen by him registered accordingly.

11. The Registrar General shall also in the month of January
in cach year publish in the Gazefte the names of all the Ministers
then duly registered in his office with their designations denominations
and residences distinguishing the Registry Districts within which such
residences are sitnated respectively and cevery such annual publication
shall be priind fucie evidence in all Courts of Justice that the persons
therein named and no others were then ordinarily officiating and duly
registered Ministers of Religion for the cclebration of marriages.

15. Whenever the Registrar General shall know that any
registered Minister is dead or Las left the Colony or resides in another
district than the one within which he was last registercd as residing or
has ceased ordinarily to officiate as a Minister he shall omit the name
of such Minister from the next annual publication of the names of
registered Ministers.

16. If any person shall cause his name to be registered under
this Act as an ordinarily officiating Minister of Religion he being at
the time not such a Minister and knowing himself not to be such he
shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor and be liable on conviction
to such fine (not exceeding two hundred pounds) or imprisonment not
exceeding two years as the Court may award.

17. It shall be lawful for any ¢ Officiating Minister” or
“ District Registrar”’ to ask of any person married or about to be
married the several particulars required to be registered touching any
such marriage and for any District Registrar to ask of any person
seeking to register any birth or death any of the particulars hereby
1'equn'ed to be registered.

18. The lestrar General shall cause indexes of the several
District Registries and of his own register for the District of Sydney
and also one genceral index of all the births marriages and deaths in
the Colony to be made and kept in the Genceral Registry and every
District Registrar shall cause indexes of his register books to be made
and kept in his office.

19. Certified copies of registers or of entries of registers made
or given by the Renlstrar Gcneml or any Deputy Reglstrar and

purporting
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purporting to be signed by such officers respectively shall be received General or any

as primd_fucie evidence in any Court of Justice within the said Bepnty Kegistrar
Colony of the fact of the birth death or marriage to which the same primd fucic evidence.
rclates Provided that no cutry of the register of any death shall be

received as evidenco of the fact of such death unless there shall also

be an entry of the register of the hurial.

20. Every person on payment of the specified feces mentioned Searches and copics.
in that behalf in Schedule B and giving in a written memorandum of
the particular entry which he desires to find or scarch for shall be
entitled at recasonable hours to be fixed by the regulations hereinbefore
mentioned to search any of such indexes and also the several registers
or books in which such entry shall appear to be and also to” have a
copy of any cntry in any such book certified by the Registrar General
or District Registrar as the casc may be.

21. In cach case of the birth of any child in the Colony the Notice of births and
parent shall within sixty days and in cach casc of the death of any ****
person the tenant of the house or place shall within thirty days next
thereafter respectively inform the District Registrar of such birth or
death and of all the particulars concerning the same according to the
forms of registration hereinbefore referred to.

22. After the cxpiration of sixty days following the birth of Limit of time for
any child in the Colony it shall not be lawful for any District Regis- "o
trar to register such birth unless some person present thercat or the
parent shall at some time within six months next after the birth make
a solemn declaration according to the best of his knowledge and
belief subject in case of wilful falschood therein to the penalties of
perjury of the particulars as hercinbefore mentioned whereupon the
District Registrar may and shall register such birth.

23. In cvery case of the arrival in the Colony of a child under Ghildren horn out of
the age of cighteen months born at sea or in any place out of the "™
Colony whose parcnts arc about to take up their abode thercin the
District Registrar shall upon a solemn declaration by the parent of
the particulars so required as aforesaid subject in case of wiltul false-
hood therein to the penalties of perjury register the birth together
with such particulars.

24. It shall not be lawful for any District Registrar to register Further limitation of
the birth of any child after the expiration of six months following such >
birth if in the Colony or after the arrival therein of the child if born
at sca or out of the Colony and no register or certified copy of a
register of birth made contrary to this provision shall be received in
cvidence to prove the birth of any child.

25. 1f any child whose birth shall have heen registered shall Registrationof name.
at any time afterwards have any name duly given to it the parent
shall within seven days next thereafter procure and deliver to the
District Registrar in whose custody the register of the birth of such
child may then happen to be a certificate according to the form in the
Schedule hereto marked © signed by the Minister or other person who
shall have given such name which certificate such Minister or other
person is hereby required to deliver whenever demanded on payment
to him of the fec of onc shilling and the District Registrar upon
receipt of such certificate shall without any ecrasure of the original
entry forthwith register therein that the child was baptized by such
name or had such name given to it and shall thereupon certify upon
the said certificate the additional entry so made.

26. All masters or commanders of British vessels or of any masters of British
Colonial vessel shall on arrival in any port in the said Colony furnish 2nd Colonial vessels
to the Health Officer of the port or if there be no Ilealth Officer to the pivts and deaths
Chief Officer of Customs the particulars of every birth and death which occurring at sea.
shall have occurred on board such vessel while at sca according to the

forms
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forms in the Schedules hereto annexed marked D and E the said forms
on being required so to do by any such master or commander to he
supplied to him by such Health Officer or Officer of Customs. _

27. Nothing herein contained as to the compulsory registration
of births shall extend to any child born before the commencement of
this Act but the parent may require the birth to be registered under
the like provisions as are hereinbefore contained as ncarly as may be
and the District Registrar shall register the same accordingly.

28. In case any new-born child or any dead body shall be found
exposed the Constable in case of a new-horn child and the Coroncer or
if none such the nearest Justice of the Peace in the case of a dead
body shall forthwith inform the District Registrar thereof and of the
place where such child or dead body was found and where an inquest,
or Magisterial inquiry shall be held on any dead hody the Coroner or
Magistrate (as the case may be) shall notify to the District Registrar
the verdict of the Jury or the opinion of such Magistrate with all
other particulars required to be registered concerning the death and
such Registrar shall make the entry accordingly.

29. Every District Registrar immediately upon registering
any death or as soon thereafter as he shall be required so to do shall
without fee or reward deliver to the undertaker or other person having
charge of the funeral a certificate under his hand according to the
form in the Schedule hereto marked I that such death has been duly
registered and such certificate shall be delivered by such undertaker
or other person to the Minister or officiating person who shall bhe
required to bury or perform any religious service for the hurial and if
any dead body shall be buried for which no certificate shall have been
so delivered the person who shall bury the same or perform any
funeral or religious service for the burial or who shall in any other
way dispose of the body shall forthwith give notice of the facts to the
District Registrar Provided always that the Coroncr or Magistrate
holding any inquest or inquiry upon any dead body for which no cer-
tificate shall have been delivered as aforesaid may order the body to
be buried if he shall think fit before registration and shall in such case
give a certificate of his order in writing under his hand according to
the form in the Schedule hereto marked G to such undertaker or other
person having charge of the funeral—and cvery undertaker or other
person who shall bury or otherwise dispose of any dead body shall
forthwith cause to be transmitted to the District Registrar a certiflicate
thereof in the form or to the effect set forth in the Schedule hereto
marked II countersigned by two respectable houscholders.

30. Nothing hercin contained shall affect the right of any
officiating Minister to receive the fees now usually paid for the per-
formance of any religious rite of baptism marriage or burial.

31. Any person charged with the duty of making entry in
the register of any birth marriage or death who shall discover any
error to have been committed in the form or substance of such entry
shall not be liable to any penalty on account thereof if within one
month next after the discovery of such error in the presence of the
parent in any case of birth or of cither of the parties in the case of a
marriage or of the tenant in the case of a death or in any of such cases
respectively in presence of the District Registrar he shall truly correct
the error by making and signing a new entry in the margin without
altering the original enfry adding the date of such correction Provided
that in cvery such case he shall make the like alteration in the certified
copy of the register to be made by him as aforesaid or if such certified
copy shall have been already made shall then make and deliver a
separate certified copy of the original erroncous entry and of the new

and correct marginal entry.
32.



1855. 19° VIC. No. 34. 3011

Registration.

32. Every person who shall offend against this Act by refusing renalty on certain
or neglecting to give any notice or information required by any of the ofeaces.
foregoing scctions or by knowingly registering any birth or death
contrary to the provisions of any of the said scetions shall for cvery
such offence forfeit a sum not exeeeding ten pounds.

33. Every District Registrar who shall refuse or without renattics on District
reasonable cause omit to register any birth marriage or death of which Kewistrars.
he shall have had due notice as aforesaid and every person having the
custody of any register book or certified copy thercof or of any part
thereof who shall negligently lose or injure the same or negligently
allow the same to be injured whilst in his keeping shall forfeit and pay
a sum not exceeding twenty pounds for cvery such offence.

34. Every person who shall wilfully make or cause to be made Panishment for false
for the purpose of being inserted in any register of bhirths marriages e
or deaths any false statement touching any of the particulars herein
required to be known and registered shall he guilty of a misdemcanor
and on conviction thereof be subject to fine not exceeding two hundred
pounds with or without imprisonment with hard labor for any term
not exceeding three years.

35. BEvery person who shall wilfully destroy or injurc or cause Punishment for
to he injured or destroyed any such register book or any part or Mty toresisters.
certified copy of any part thercof or shall falsely make or counterfeit
or causc to Dbe falsely made or counterfeited any part of any such
register hook or certified copy thereof or shall wilfully insert or cause
to be inserted in any register book or certificd copy thereof any false
entry of any birth marriage or death or shall wilfully give any false
certificate or shall certify any writing to be a copy or extract of any
register book knowing the same register to be false in any part thercol
or shall forge or counterfeit the signaturc or scal or stamp of the
Registrar General or any District Registrar or any impression thercof
shall be guilty of felony and on conviction shall be liable at the dis-
cretion of the Court to hard labor on the roads or public works for
any term not cxceeding five vears or to any finc not exceeding five
hundred pounds or to imprisonment not cxceeding three years with
or without hard labor.

36. All fines forfeitures and penalties by this Act imposed recovery of
unless otherwise provided shall be recoverced before any two Justices penaltios.
of the Peace or Police Magistratec in a summary way upon the com-
plaint of any person.

37. All fines and penaltics and all fees paid to the Registrar Application of
General under this Act shall be paid to ITer Majesty for the public Ferities
uscs of the Colony and in support of the Government thercof.

38. So far as respects the appointments to be made by the Commencement of
Governor and all enactments relating to the registry of Ministers and 4%
the providing of books and forms this Act shall take cffect on the day
of the passing thercof and as to all other matters on the first day of
March next.

SCOIEDULE
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SCHEDULE A.

or

Worbs. MEANINGS.

Gazelle woeuvnneniniinnnn. The New South Wales Government Gazette.

Gazetted..uu.iusien ceee s Published in ditto.

Parent .oevviiniiiiinnen. Father or if dead or absent the Mother or Guardian.

Tenant .covvsvviviannnens Principal occupicer for the time being of any dwelling-house or
tencment and in the case of a gaol prison house of cor-
rcction hospital lunatic asylum or other public
charitable institution the head officer or person in actual
charge thereof.

Constable .....ccovviinns Chief or Head Constable of the District.

Seal .veeriiiiiiiiiin. Any seal stamp or dic caused to be made by the Registrar
General.

District Registrar ...... Any District Registrar or Assistant District Registrar.

Every search in any Index (to be paid beforchand)...
Every certified copy of any entry (payable on dehvcx y)
Every certified copy of any birth or death ...

Ditto of any marriage

Every marriage performed by Refrlstrar

I A.B. [of

SCHEDULE B.

Five shillings.
Two shillings.
Two shillings.
Two shillings.
Twenty shillings.

SCHEDULE C.

7 do hereby certify that I have this day baptized

by the name of Thomas [or that the name of T'homas hath this day been given to] a male
child produced to me by William Green as the son of William Green and Rebecca Grecn

and declared by the said William Green to have been born at

day of 18

Witness my hand this

on the

day of 18

Signature.

SCHEDULE
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SCHEDULE F.

I A. B. Registrar of Births and Deaths in the District of do
hereby certify that the death of Robert Taylor was duly registered by me on the
day of 18
Witness my hand this day of 18 .
[Signed] A. B. District Registrar.

SCHEDULE G.

I A. B. Coroncr for the District of [vr Justice of the Peace of 1 do
hereby order the burial of the budy now shewn to the Inguest Jury [or to mc] as the body
of Thomas Jones.

Witness my hand this day of 18 .

A. B. Coroner

or
J.P. [as the case may be ]

SCHEDULE H.

I A D of undertaker do hereby certify that the body of [C. D.]
was on the day of 185 duly buried at and in
presence of the undersigned.

Witness our hands this day of 185 .

[Signed] A. B. Undertaker.
[Countersigned]
W. X,

v. 7 } Houscholders.




