
No. XXIX. 
An Act to make effectual provision for the 

apprenticing of Female Children admit ted 
and to be admit ted into " The Sydney Female 
School of Indus t ry" to the Secretary for the 
t ime being of the said Society and to authorize 
such Secretary to apprentice such Children 
to other persons. [1st October, 1850.] 

W H E R E A S a Society has for m a n y years existed in t he City of 
Sydney called " The Sydney F e m a l e School of I n d u s t r y " 

which has for i ts object t h e mora l and rel igious improvemen t of poor 
female chi ldren A n d whereas by an Ac t passed in t he t e n t h year of 
t h e re ign of H i s Majesty K i n g George t h e F o u r t h by the then Governor 
and Legislat ive Counci l of N e w South W a l e s in t i tu led " An Act to 

" enable 



" enable the Members of a certain Society denominated ' The Sydney 
" Female School of Industry ' to sue and' be sued in the name of the 
" Secretary for the time being thereof and also to enable the said 
" Society to receive Apprentices" certain provisions were made: 
respec t ing (among other th ings) t h e appren t ic ing to t h e Secretary for 
t h e t i m e being of t he said Society of poor female chi ldren and 
respec t ing t h e adjudication of compla in ts ar is ing be tween such appren­
tices and t h e Secretary for t he t ime be ing of t h e said Society A n d whereas 
by a n Ac t passed in t he e igh th year of t he re ign of H e r present 
Majesty by t h e then Governor and Legis la t ive Counci l of t he said 
Colony in t i tu led " An Act to regulate and amend the Law of Orphan 
and other Apprentices in the Colony of New South Wales" so m u c h 
of t h e said first recited Ac t as re la tes to t h e p u n i s h m e n t of such 
apprent ices as aforesaid was repealed A n d whereas i t is necessary to 
m a k e such provisions for t h e appren t ic ing of poor female chi ldren to 
t h e Secretary for t h e t ime being of t h e said Society and to author ize 
t h e ass ignment of such chi ldren to other persons as are he re in con­
ta ined Be i t therefore enacted by H i s Excel lency the Governor of 
N e w South Wales w i th t he advice and consent of t he Legislat ive 
Counci l thereof Tha t from and after t h e pass ing of th i s A c t i t shall 
be lawful for t he Secretary for the t i m e being of t h e said Society to 
accept and t ake any female child who shal l no t be unde r t he age of 
five years no r above the age of t en years as an apprent ice (whether 
such child shall have been admi t t ed in to or shall be a n i n m a t e of t he 
said Sydney Female School of I n d u s t r y or not ) to learn and be 
ins t ruc ted in such m a t t e r s and th ings as shall be specified in or agreed 
upon by t h e i n s t r u m e n t of apprent iceship by which such child shall 
be b o u n d for any period of t ime no t exceeding seven years. 

2. A n d be i t enacted Tha t any such child shall and may be bound 
as a n apprent ice to t he Secretary for t he t ime be ing of t h e said Society 
by a n i n s t r u m e n t in wr i t ing which i n s t r u m e n t of apprenticesl i ip shall 
be executed by the Secretary for t he t i m e being of t he said Society and 
by the child to be bound thereby and if such chi ld shall a t t h e t ime 
of t h e execut ion of such i n s t r u m e n t of apprent iceship have a father of 
competent unde r s t and ing who shal l t h e n have a k n o w n and usua l 
place of abode in t he Ci ty of Sydney or wi th in forty miles therefrom 
and who shal l no t then be suffering impr i sonmen t or o ther p u n i s h m e n t 
unde r or per forming any sentence in pur suance of a conviction for any 
cr ime and who shall no t t h e n be an i n m a t e receiving eleemosynary or 
g ra tu i tous suppor t or relief in any publ ic or char i table ins t i tu t ion t hen 
such i n s t r u m e n t of apprent iceship shal l be executed also by t h e father 
of such child and if such child shall no t t h e n have a father of compe­
t en t unde r s t and ing who shal l t h e n have a k n o w n and usua l place of 
abode in the said City of Sydney or w i th in forty miles therefrom and 
who shall no t t h e n be suffering impr i sonment or o ther p u n i s h m e n t 
unde r or per forming any sentence in pu r suance of a conviction for 
any cr ime and who shall no t t h e n be an i nma te receiving eleemosynary 
or g ra tu i tous suppor t or relief in any publ ic or char i tab le ins t i tu t ion 
and such child shall t h e n have a mo the r of competent unders t and ing 
who shall t hen have a k n o w n and usua l place of abode in t h e said 
City of Sydney or wi th in forty miles therefrom and who shall no t t h e n 
be suffering impr i sonment or p u n i s h m e n t u n d e r or performing any 
sentence in pur suance of a convict ion for any cr ime and who shall no t 
t h e n be an i nma te receiving eleemosynary or g ra tu i tous suppor t or 
relief in any publ ic or char i tab le ins t i tu t ion t h e n such i n s t r u m e n t of 
apprent iceship shall be executed by the mothe r of such child whe the r 
such m o t h e r shall be a mar r ied woman or not and if such child shall 
no t t hen have ei ther a father or a mothe r of competen t unde r s t and ing 
who shall t hen have a k n o w n and usua l place of abode in t he said 
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City of Sydney or wi th in forty miles therefrom a n d w ho shal l no t t h e n 
he suffering impr i sonment or o ther p u n i s h m e n t u n d e r or per forming 
any sentence in pu r suance of a convict ion for any cr ime a n d who shal l 
no t t h e n he an i nma te receiving e leemosynary or g ra tu i tous suppor t 
or relief in any publ ic or char i tab le ins t i tu t ion t h e n such i n s t r u m e n t 
of apprent iceship shall be val id b ind ing a n d effectual t o all in ten ts and 
purposes whatsoever if executed b y t h e Secretary for t h e t ime be ing of 
t h e said Society and by t h e child to be bound thereby . 

3 . A n d be i t enacted Tha t upon any such i n s t r u m e n t of appren­
t iceship be ing so executed as aforesaid t h e child who shall be the reby 
b o u n d shal l t he reupon become a n d be to all in ten t s and purposes t h e 
appren t ice of t h e Secretary for t he t i m e be ing of t he said Society so 
long as such i n s t r u m e n t of apprent iceship shall r emain or be in force 
a n d for t h e purpose of giving full effect t o such i n s t r u m e n t of appren­
t iceship and of c rea t ing t h e relat ion of mis t ress and apprent ice between 
t h e Secretary for t h e t ime be ing of t h e said Society and t h e child 
to be bound the reby t h e ma t t e r s and th ings which such c h d d shall be 
the reby expressed to be bound to be t a u g h t and ins t ruc ted in shall be 
deemed to be a t r ade exercised and carried on by t h e Secretary for the 
t i m e being of t he said Society. 

4. A n d be it enacted Tha t i t shal l be lawful for the Secretary 
for t h e t ime be ing of t he said Society by a n i n s t r u m e n t of ass ignment 
in wr i t ing to assign to any person or persons any child who shal l be 
bound by any such i n s t r u m e n t of apprent iceship as aforesaid for t h e 
res idue or any por t ion of t h e res idue of t h e t e r m for which any such 
child shal l have been by such i n s t r u m e n t of apprent icesh ip bound 
provided such person or persons to w h o m such child shall be so 
assigned shall so long live to be t a u g h t and ins t ruc ted in any such a r t 
t r ade cal l ing business or occupat ion or m a t t e r s or t h ings whe ther of a 
scientific l i terary domestic household m a n u a l menia l or other n a t u r e 
and u p o n such t e rms in all respects as shal l be expressed in t h e ins t ru­
m e n t of ass ignment by which such ass ignment shal l be made and u p o n 
any such i n s t rumen t of ass ignment be ing executed by t h e Secretary 
for t h e t i m e be ing of t he said Society and the person or persons 
to w h o m such chi ld shal l thereby be assigned such child shall so 
long as such i n s t r u m e n t of ass ignment shall r emain or be in force 
a n d no longer cease to be t h e apprent ice of t h e Secretary for t h e 
t ime being of t h e said Society and shall t he reupon become and be 
to all in ten t s and purposes t h e appren t ice of t h e person or persons to 
w h o m such child shall be assigned by such i n s t r u m e n t of ass ignment 
so long as such i n s t r u m e n t of ass ignment shall r ema in or be in force 
and for t he purpose of giving full effect to such ass ignment a n d crea t ing 
t h e re la t ion of mas te r and appren t ice or mis t ress and apprent ice 
be tween t h e person or persons to whom any such child shall be assigned 
by any such i n s t r u m e n t of ass ignment and such child t h e a r t t r ade 
call ing business or occupat ion or m a t t e r s or t h ings which such child 
shall be the reby expressed to be assigned to be t a u g h t a n d ins t ruc ted 
in shal l be deemed to be a t r ade exercised and carried on by t h e person 
or persons to w h o m such child shal l be thereby assigned. 

5. Provided always and be it enacted T h a t every such ins t ru­
m e n t of ass ignment shal l be val id b ind ing and effectual to all i n t en t s 
and purposes whatsoever if executed by t h e Secretary for t he t ime 
be ing of t he said Society and t h e person or persons to w h o m such child 
shall be the reby assigned a l t hough the same shall no t be executed by 
such child or any other person or persons and whe the r such child or 
any o ther person or persons shall be a p a r t y or par t ies there to or not . 

6. Provided always and be i t enacted Tha t n o child who shall 
be bound by any such i n s t r u m e n t of apprent iceship as aforesaid shal l 
be bound to serve the reunde r or unde r any such i n s t r u m e n t of assign­
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m e n t as aforesaid after she shall have a t t a ined t h e age of twenty-one 
years . 

7. A n d he i t enacted Tha t every person who shall he Secretary 
for the t ime being of the said Society shall no twi ths t and ing such person 
shal l be or shall become a mar r ied woman have full power to execute 
any such i n s t r u m e n t of apprent iceship as aforesaid and any such ins t ru­
m e n t of ass ignment as aforesaid and to exercise au tho r i t y over and 
to govern res t ra in coerce and correct any child who shal l be bound 
by any such i n s t rumen t of apprent iceship to t he Secretary for t h e t ime 
be ing of t h e said Society and to commence t ake carry on and prosecute 
a n d to defend a n d oppose all prosecut ions act ions sui ts proceedings 
m a t t e r s and t i l ings whatsoever in about t ouch ing concerning or re la t ing 
to a n y such i n s t rumen t of apprent iceship or to any such i n s t r u m e n t 
of ass ignment as aforesaid or any breach of any of t h e provisions 
thereof respectively or any misbehaviour of any child who shall be 
b o u n d or assigned by any such i n s t r u m e n t of apprent iceship or 
i n s t r u m e n t of ass ignment as aforesaid or t he en t ic ing or t ak ing away 
or employing or ha rbour ing or t h e be ing concerned or engaged in 
en t ic ing or t a k i n g away or employing or ha rbou r ing of any child who 
shall be bound or assigned by any such i n s t r u m e n t of apprent iceship 
or i n s t r u m e n t of ass ignment as aforesaid or any i l legal act which m a y 
be done or commit ted by any person in re la t ion to any such i n s t r u m e n t 
of apprent iceship or i n s t rumen t of ass ignment as aforesaid respectively 
or any child to be bound or assigned thereby respectively or to t h e 
Secretary for t h e t ime being of t h e said Society and in abou t touch ing 
concerning or re la t ing to any r igh t d u t y cause ma t t e r or t h i n g created 
b y or a r i s ing out or in consequence of any such i n s t r u m e n t of appren­
t iceship or any such i n s t r u m e n t of ass ignment as aforesaid or t h e 
re la t ion of mis t ress and apprent ice or mas te r and apprent ice thereby 
respectively created or connected the rewi th respectively in l ike m a n n e r 
to all i n t en t s and purposes whatsoever as if such Secretary for t h e tinie 
be ing of t h e said Society were or had cont inued sole and unmar r i ed . 

8. A n d be i t enacted Tha t w h e n any person who shall have 
been Secretary for the t i m e be ing of t h e said Society shal l cease to be 
such Secretary all powers author i t ies r igh t s l iabili t ies and dut ies 
wh ich shal l have belonged to or been vested in or shal l have devolved 
upon or could be done or exercised by such person as such Secretary 
for t h e t ime be ing of t h e said Society whils t such person was such 
Secretary in re la t ion to any such i n s t r u m e n t of apprent iceship or to 
any such i n s t r u m e n t of ass ignment as aforesaid or any child who shal l 
be bound or assigned the reby respectively or any prosecut ion act ion 
suit proceeding m a t t e r or t h i n g in about touch ing concerning or re la t ing 
to any such i n s t r u m e n t of apprent iceship or i n s t r u m e n t of ass ignment 
or any breach of any of t h e provisions thereof respectively or any mis­
behaviour of any child who shall be b o u n d or assigned by any such 
i n s t r u m e n t of apprent iceship or i n s t rumen t of ass ignment as aforesaid 
respectively or t h e ent ic ing or t a k i n g away or employing or ha rbou r ing 
or t he be ing concerned or engaged in ent ic ing or t a k i n g away or employ­
ing or h a r b o u r i n g of any child who shall have been bound or assigned 
b y any such in s t rumen t of apprent iceship or i n s t r u m e n t of ass ignment 
respect ively or any il legal act which m a y be done or commit ted by 
any person in re la t ion to any such i n s t r u m e n t of apprent iceship or 
i n s t r u m e n t of ass ignment respectively or any child to be bound or 
assigned thereby respectively or to t h e Secretary for t h e t ime be ing of 
t h e said Society or t o any r igh t d u t y cause m a t t e r or t h i n g created by 
or ar is ing out or in consequence of any such i n s t r u m e n t of apprent ice­
ship or any such i n s t rumen t of ass ignment as aforesaid or t h e relat ion 
of mis t ress a n d apprent ice or mas te r and apprent ice t he r eby respec­
t ively created or connected therewi th respectively shal l t he reupon 
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immedia te ly cease to belong to or be vested in or be i n c u m b e n t upon 
t h e person so ceasing to be t he Secretary for t h e t ime be ing of t he 
said Society as aforesaid and shall as soon as some o ther person shall 
become Secretary for t h e t i m e be ing of t he said Society immedia te ly 
absolutely belong to vest in and devolve upon such other person who 
shall so become such Secretary for t he t ime being of t h e said Society 
in such m a n n e r and so t h a t all such powers author i t ies r igh t s l iabili t ies 
and dut ies as aforesaid shall a lways solely a n d exclusively belong to 
a n d be solely and exclusively vested in a n d be incumben t on t h e 
Secretary for t he t ime be ing of t h e said Society to t h e exclusion of 
every o ther person who m a y have previously been such Secretary for 
t he t ime be ing of t he said Society. 

9. Provided always and be i t enac ted T h a t in case t h e r e shal l 
be a n in te rva l of t ime be tween t h e t ime when any person who shal l be 
t h e Secretary for t h e t ime be ing of t h e said Society shall cease to be 
such Secretary and the t ime when some o ther person shal l become; t he 
Secretary for the t ime being of t h e said Society t h e n all such powers 
author i t ies r igh t s liabilit ies and dut ies as las t aforesaid shall du r ing 
all such in te rva l of t ime and no longer absolute ly belong to vest in 
a n d devolve upon the M a t r o n for t he t i m e be ing of t he said Society 
who shall no tw i th s t and ing she m a y be or m a y become a mar r ied 
w o m a n have full power to act in re la t ion there to in all respects as if 
she were or had cont inued sole and unmar r i ed . 

10. A n d be i t enacted Tha t every person who shall be M a t r o n 
for t h e t ime being of t he said Society shal l whils t she shall be and 
cont inue such M a t r o n as aforesaid have all such and the same full 
power as t h e Secretary for the t ime be ing of t h e said Society to exer­
cise au thor i ty over and to govern res t ra in coerce and correct any child 
who shal l be bound by any such i n s t r u m e n t of apprent iceship as 
aforesaid to t h e Secretary for t h e t ime being of t he said Society and 
t h a t no twi th s t and ing such M a t r o n shal l be or shal l become a mar r i ed 
woman in l ike m a n n e r as if she were or had cont inued sole a n d 
unmar r i ed . 

1 1 . A n d be it enacted Tha t as soon as conveniently may be after 
t he pass ing of t h i s A c t not ice shal l be inser ted in t h e Government 
Gazette of t h e said Colony of t h e n a m e of t h e Secretary for the t i m e 
be ing of t h e said Society and of t h e n a m e of the M a t r o n for t h e t ime 
being of t h e said Society and as often as any other person shal l become 
Secre tary for t he t ime being of t h e said Society or M a t r o n for t h e 
t ime be ing of t he said Society not ice of t h e n a m e of such other person 
so be ing such Secretary or such M a t r o n as t h e case may be shal l as 
soon as convenient ly m a y be thereafter be inser ted in t he said Govern­
ment Gazette and i t shall be t h e d u t y of t h e Secretary for t h e t i m e be ing 
of t h e said Society to cause such notices to be inser ted in t h e said 
Government Gazette and such notices m a y be in t h e form or to t h e effect 
following ( tha t is to say) " Sydney Female School of I n d u s t r y A. B . " 
(here insert the Christian and Surname of the Secretary or Matron) 
[as t h e case m a y be] " is now t h e " (Secretary or Matron) [as t h e case 
m a y b e ] " o f t he abovenamed Society Da ted t h i s " (here insert the 
date of such Notice) " A . B . " (here insert the name of the Secretary 
for the time being of the said Society) " Secretary of t he said Society " 
and t h e not ice which shal l last appear in such Government Gazette 
shall be good prima facie evidence t h a t t h e person there in named is 
t he Secretary or M a t r o n (as t he case m a y be) for t h e t ime being of the 
said Society. 

12. A n d be i t enacted That every such i n s t r u m e n t of appren­
t iceship and every such i n s t r u m e n t of ass ignment as aforesaid shall 
be val id b ind ing and effectual if the same shall be in wr i t ing and 
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signed by the par t ies by w h o m it is hereby provided t h a t t he same 
respect ively shall be executed and it shall no t be necessary t h a t any 
such i n s t r u m e n t of apprent iceship or any such i n s t r u m e n t of assign­
m e n t shal l be by i nden tu r e or o ther deed a n d if t he same respectively 
shal l p u r p o r t to be by inden tu re or other deed i t shall no t be necessary 
t h a t t h e same shall be indented or sealed or delivered by any p a r t y 
the re to a n d every such i n s t r u m e n t of apprent iceship and every such 
i n s t r u m e n t of ass ignment shal l be valid b ind ing and effectual to all 
i n t en t s and purposes whatsoever as against every p a r t y there to who 
shall sign t h e same no twi ths t and ing such p a r t y shall be i l l i terate or 
bl ind or from any other cause unab l e to read t h e same a l t hough such 
i n s t r u m e n t of apprent iceship or of a s s ignment m a y no t be read over or 
expla ined to h i m or her unless it shal l bo proved t h a t some fraud or 
imposi t ion was pract ised to induce h i m or he r t o sign t h e same. 

13 . A n d be i t enacted Tha t every such i n s t r u m e n t of appren­
t iceship as aforesaid m a y be in t h e form or to t h e effect hereinafter 
provided ( tha t is to say) in case t h e father or m o t h e r of t h e child to 
be bound the reby shall be a pa r ty to such i n s t rumen t of apprent iceship 
t h e n such i n s t rumen t of apprent iceship may be in t he form or to 
t h e effect following ( tha t is to say) " This I n d e n t u r e m a d e t h e " (here 
insert the date) " b e t w e e n A. B . " (here and wherever the letters A. B. 
occur herein insert the Christian and Surname of the father or mother [ as 
the case may be] of the child to be bound thereby) " of" (here insert the 
place of abode and occupation or supposed place of abode or occupation, 
of such father or mother) [as the ease may be\ " and C. D . " (here and 
wherever the letters C. D. occur herein insert the Christian and 
Surname of the child to be bound thereby) " the daugh te r of t he said 
A. B . which said C. D . is now an infant above the age of" (here 
insert the supposed age of the said child at the last anniversary of her 
birth) " years and who is unde r t h e age of" (here insert the supposed 
age which such child will be at the next anniversary of Iter birth) 
" years of the first p a r t and E . E . " (here insert the Christian and 
Surname of the Secretary for the time being of the said Society) " t he 
" Secretary for t he t ime being of ' The Sydney Eemale School of 
" I n d u s t r y ' of t he second p a r t Wi tnesse th Tha t in consideration of 
" t h e said Secretary for the t ime being of t he said Society t ak ing and 
" receiving the said C. D . as such apprent ice as hereinafter men t ioned" 
(here state or refer to any other consideration tohich may be given or 
may be agreed to be given, by the Secretary for the time being of the 
said Society) " and of t he covenants here in contained on t h e pa r t of 
" t he said Secre tary for t h e t ime be ing of t he said Society The said 
" A. B . and t h e said C. B . do and each of t h e m doth p u t place and bind 
" t h e said C. 1). apprent ice to t he Secretary for t h e t ime be ing of t h e said 
" Society to be t a u g h t and ins t ruc ted according to the rules and regula-
" lat ions for t he t ime be ing of t he said Society in t h e m a t t e r s and 
" th ings hereinaf ter specified ( that is to s a y ) " (household work plain 
needlework knitting spinning reading writing and the first four rules 
of arithmetic) [or such other matters and things as shall be specified in 
or agreed upon by such instrument] " and to serve t h e Secretary for 
" t h e t ime being of t he said Society as such apprent ice from the 
" day of t h e da te hereof for t he full t e rm of" (here insert the 
number of years for which such child shall be thereby bound) 
" y e a r s t hence n e x t ensu ing A n d the said A. B . f o r " (himself 
or herself) [as the case may be] " a n d f o r " (his or her) [as the 
case may be] " hei rs executors and adminis t ra tors doth covenant 
" wi th t he said Secretary for t he t ime be ing of t h e said Society 
" in manne r following ( tha t is to say) Tha t t he said C. D . a t all t imes 
" d u r i n g the cont inuance of the aforesaid t e r m for which the said C. 1). 
" is hereby bound as aforesaid and whils t th i s I n d e n t u r e shall remain 
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" or be in force shal l in all respects serve and behave and demean her-
" self towards t he Secretary for t h e t ime be ing of t h e said Society as 
" such apprent ice as aforesaid and as an apprent ice ough t and t h a t in 
" case t he said C. D . shal l n o t so serve demean a n d behave herself t h e 
" said A. B . " (his or her) \_cts the case may be\ " hei rs executors or 
" admin i s t ra to r s shall a n d will for every default wh ich shall be made 
" the re in by t h e said C. D . u p o n demand pay to t he Secretary for t he 
" t ime be ing of t he said Society t h e s u m of" (here insert such sum of 
money as shall be agreed upon) " of lawful Br i t i sh money " (here insert 
any other covenants or agreements which may be agreed to be entered 
into by the father or mother [as the case may be] of the child to be 
bound thereby) " A n d th is I n d e n t u r e also witnesseth T h a t in conside-
" r a t ion of t h e premises " (here state or refer to any other consideration 
which may be given or may be agreed to be given by the father or mother 
[as the case may be~\ of the child to be bound thereby) " t h e said Secretary 
" for t h e t i m e being of t h e said Society do th accept and t ake t he said 
" C. D . as such appren t ice as aforesaid for t h e t e r m aforesaid and doth 
" covenant and agree wi th t he said A. B . a n d " (his or her) [as the case 
may be~\ " heirs executors and admin is t ra to rs a n d wi th t he said C. D . 
" t h a t t he Secretary for t h e t i m e be ing of t h e said Society shall and 
" will teach and ins t ruc t t h e said C. D . or cause t he said C. D . to be 
" t a u g h t and ins t ruc ted d u r i n g t h e said t e r m a n d whils t th i s I n d e n t u r e 
" shall r ema in or be in force according to t h e rules and regula t ions for 
" t h e t ime be ing of t h e said Society in t h e m a t t e r s and t h i n g s 
" hereinbefore specified or agreed upon and also shall and wil l d u r i n g 
" t h e said t e r m and whilst th i s I n d e n t u r e shal l r ema in or be in 
" force lodge feed clothe a n d ma in t a in t h e said C. D . or cause 
" t h e said C. D . to be lodged fed clothed and main ta ined in t h e 
" School-house of t h e said Society a n d according to the rules and 
" regula t ions for t h e t ime being of t h e said Society" (here insert any 
other covenants or agreements which may be agreed to be entered into 
by the Secretary for the time being of the said Society and any other 
provisions or conditions which may be agreed upon between the parties 
to the said instrument of apprenticeship) " I n witness whereof t h e 
" said par t ies to these presents have he reun to set t he i r hands and 
" seals t he day and year first above w r i t t e n " a n d in case ne i ther t h e 
father nor m o t h e r of t h e child shal l be a p a r t y to t h e said i n s t r u m e n t 
of apprent iceship t h e n such i n s t r u m e n t of apprent iceship may be in 
t h e form or to t he effect following ( tha t is to say) " This I n d e n t u r e 
" m a d e t h e " (here insert the date) " between C. D . " (here and wherever 
the letters C. D. occur herein insert the Christian and Surname of the 
child to be bound thereby) " w h o is now an infant above the age of" 
(here insert the supposed age of the said child at the last anniversary 
of her birth) " years a n d who is u n d e r t h e age of" (here insert the 
supposed age which such child will be at the next anniversary of her 
birth) " years of t h e first p a r t a n d E . E . " (here insert the Christian 
and Surname of the Secretary for the time being of the said Society) 
" t h e Secretary for t h e t i m e being of t h e ' Sydney Female School of 
" I n d u s t r y ' of t h e second p a r t Wi tne s se th Tha t in considerat ion of 
" t h e said Secretary for t he t ime be ing of t he said Society t a k i n g and 
" receiving the said C. T>. as such apprent ice as hereinafter m e n t i o n e d " 
(here state or refer to any other consideration which may be given or 
may be agreed to be given by the Secretary for the time being of the 
said Society) " and of t h e covenants herein conta ined on t h e pa r t of 
" t h e said Secretary for t he t ime be ing of t h e said Society The said 
" C. D . doth p u t place and b ind herself apprent ice to t h e Secretary 
" for t h e t ime being of t h e said Society to be t a u g h t and ins t ruc ted 
" according to t h e ru les and regula t ions for t he t i m e be ing of t he said 
" Society in t h e m a t t e r s and th ings hereinafter specified ( tha t is 
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" t o s a y ) " household work plain needlework knitting spinning 
reading writing and the first four rules of arithmetic) [or such, 
other matters and things as shall be specified in or agreed upon- by such 
instrument] " and to serve t he Secretary for t h e t ime being of t he 
" said Society as such apprent ice from t h e day of the date hereof for 
" t h e full t e r m of " (here insert the number of years for which such 
child, shall be thereby bound) " years t hence n e x t ensu ing A n d 
" t h i s I n d e n t u r e also wi tnesse th That in considerat ion of t h e p remises" 
(here state or refer to any other consideration which may be given by 
or on, behalf of the child to be bound thereby) " t h e said Secretary for 
" the t i m e be ing of t h e said Society doth accept and t ake t he said 
" C. D . as such apprent ice as aforesaid for t h e t e r m aforesaid and 
" doth covenant and agree wi th t h e said C. I ) , t h a t t h e Secretary for 
" t h e t ime be ing of t he said Society shall and will teach and ins t ruc t 
" t h e said C. D. or cause t he said C. 1). t o be t a u g h t and ins t ruc ted 
" du r ing the said t e r m and whi ls t th i s I n d e n t u r e shall r emain or be in 
" force according to t he ru les a n d regula t ions for t he t ime being of 
" the said Society in t he ma t t e r s a n d t h i n g s hereinbefore specified or 
" agreed upon and also shall and will du r ing t h e said t e r m and whils t 
" th is I n d e n t u r e shal l r emain or be in force lodge feed clothe and 
" ma in t a in t h e said C. U. or cause t h e said C. D. to be lodged fed 
" clothed and ma in ta ined in t h e School-house of t he said Society and 
" according to t h e ru les and regula t ions of t h e said Society for t h e 
" t ime b e i n g " (here insert any other covenants or agreements agreed, to 
tie entered into by the Secretary for the time being of the said Society 
and. any other provisions or conditions which may be agreed upon 
between the parties to the said instrument of apprenticeship) " I n 
" witness whereof t h e said par t ies to these presents have he reun to set 
" the i r hands a n d seals t h e day and year first above w r i t t e n " and 
every such i n s t r u m e n t of apprent iceship as aforesaid which shall be in 
t he form or to the effect hereinbefore provided shal l be b ind ing and 
effectual to all in ten t s and purposes whatsoever Provided always 
t h a t n o t h i n g here in conta ined shall render i t obl igatory to use or 
follow the form hereby provided for any such i n s t r u m e n t of apprent ice­
ship as aforesaid b u t t h a t every such i n s t r u m e n t of apprent iceship 
a l t hough t h e same shall no t be in t he said form or to t he effect 
of t h e said form shall be as b ind ing and effectual to all in ten ts and 
purposes whatsoever as if no such form h a d been hereby provided. 

14. A n d he i t enacted Tha t every such i n s t rumen t of assign­
m e n t as aforesaid m a y be made by indorsement on the i n s t r u m e n t of 
apprent iceship by which the child to be assigned shall have been 
bound as aforesaid or on a copy of such i n s t r u m e n t of apprent iceship 
and m a y be in t h e form or to the effect hereinafter provided ( tha t is to 
say) " T h i s I n d e n t u r e m a d e t h e " (here insert the dale) " b e t w e e n 
E . E . " (here insert the Christian and Surname of the Secretary for 
the time being of the said Society) " t h e Secretary for t h e t ime be ing of 
" t h e wi th in-ment ioned Sydney Female School of I n d u s t r y of t h e first 
" pa r t G. If." (here and wherever the letters (J. IT. occur herein insert 
the Christian and Surname or Christian and Surnames [ as the ease 
may be] of the person or persons to whom the child to be I hereby 
assigned is to be assigned) " o f " (here insert the place of abode and 
occupation or places of abode and occupation or supposed place or places 
of abode and occupation, [as the cose may be] of the person or 'persons 
to whom, the child to be (hereby assigned is to be assigned) " of t he 
second p a r t and t h e w i th in n a m e d C. D . " (here and, wherever the 
letters C. J), occur herein insert, the Christian and Surname of the child 
to be assigned, thereby) " of t he th i rd pa r t Wi tnesse th t ha t in con-
" sideration of t he said G. IT. t a k i n g and receiving the said C. I ) , as such 
" apprent ice as hereinafter men t ioned ' ' (here state any other considera-
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lion which may be given or may be agreed to be given to the person or 
persons to whom such child is to be assigned) " a n d of t h e covenants 
" here in contained on the p a r t of t h e said G. I I . The said Secretary for 
" t he t i m e being of t h e said Society doth assign and p u t place and b ind 
" t h e said C. I ) . apprent ice to t h e said G. H . to be t a u g h t and ins t ruc ted 
" in " (here state the art trade calling business or occupation or matters 
or things which the said child shall be thereby assigned to be taught and 
instructed in) " and to serve t h e said G. H . as such apprent ice from the 
" day of t h e date hereof" (for all the residue now to come of the within 
mentioned term of years or for such shorter period as may be agreed 
upon and expressed in such instrument of assignment) [as the case may 
be] " if t he said G. H . shall so long live A n d th is I n d e n t u r e also wit-
" nesseth t h a t in considerat ion of the premises" (here state any con­
sideration which may be given or which may be agreed to be given to 
the person or persons to whom such child is to be assigned) " t h e said 
" G. H . doth accept and t ake t he said C. D . as such apprent ice as 
" aforesaid du r ing the t e r m for which the said C. D . is hereby assigned 
" as aforesaid and t h e said G. H . for" (himself or herself or them­
selves) [as the case may be] " a n d for" (his or her or their and each of 
their) [as the case may be] " heirs executors and a d m i n i s t r a t o r s " (doth 
or do and each of them doth) [as the case may be] " covenant wi th t he 
" said Secretary for t h e t ime being of t h e said Society and wi th the 
" said C. D . in m a n n e r following tha t is t o say t h a t t h e said G. I I . 
" shal l a n d will du r ing the said t e r m for which t h e said C. D. is hereby 
" ass igned as aforesaid teach and ins t ruc t t h e said C. D . or cause t h e 
" said C. D . to be t a u g h t and ins t ruc ted in t h e " (art trade calling 
business or occupation or matters or things) [as the case may be] " here-
" inbefore specified or agreed upon and also shall and will du r ing the 
" said t e r m for which t h e said C. D . is he reby assigned as aforesaid 
" and whils t th i s I n d e n t u r e shall r ema in or be in force well and 
" sufficiently lodge f e e d " (and if agreed upon clothe) " a n d main-
" t a i n t h e said 0 . D . or cause t he said G D . to be well and 
" sufficiently lodged fed" (and if agreed upon clothed) " and ma in -
" ta ined and shall a n d will du r ing t h e said t e r m for which the 
" said C. D . is he reby assigned as aforesaid and whi ls t th i s I nden -
" t u r e shal l r emain or be in force find a n d provide t h e said C. I ) . 
" w i t h all such medicines and medical and surgical advice a n d 
" assistance as she m a y requ i re a n d shall and will du r ing all t h e said 
" t e r m for which t h e said C. D . is hereby assigned as aforesaid and 
" whi ls t th is I n d e n t u r e shal l r ema in or be in force pay pa r t i cu la r 
" a t t en t ion or cause pa r t i cu la r a t t en t ion to be paid to t h e m o r a l and 
" rel igious cu l t u r e a n d educat ion and t h e advancement in p ie ty of t he 
" said C. D . and shal l and will a t all t imes dur ing t h e said t e r m for 
" which t h e said C D . is hereby assigned as aforesaid and whi l s t th i s 
" I n d e n t u r e shall r emain or be in force allow t h e said C. D . to a t t e n d 
" Divine Service in t he Church of E n g l a n d once every S unday a t t he 
" least and shal l and will at all reasonable t imes al low t h e said C. D . 
" to a t t end to a n d upon such rel igious ordinances and observances as 
" a re enjoined by t h e said Church of E n g l a n d " (here insert any other 
covenants or agreements as to payment of wages to the child assigned 
thereby or as to any other matter which may be agreed to be entered 
into by the person or persons to whom such child is thereby assigned 
and any other provisions or conditions which may be agreed upon 
between the parties to such assignment) " I n witness whereof t h e said 
" par t ies to these presents have he reun to set the i r h a n d s a n d seals the 
" day and year first above w r i t t e n " and every such • i n s t r u m e n t of 
ass ignment as aforesaid which shal l be made by indorsement as afore­
said and shall be in t h e form or to t h e effect hereinbefore provided 
shal l be b ind ing and effectual to all i n t en t s and purposes whatsoever 
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Provided always t h a t no th ing here in conta ined shall render i t obl igatory 
to observe t he mode or to use or follow t h e form hereby provided 
for any such i n s t r u m e n t of ass ignment as aforesaid b u t t h a t every 
such i n s t r u m e n t of ass ignment a l though the same shall no t be by 
indorsement as aforesaid or in t h e said form or to the effect of the 
said form shal l be as b ind ing and effectual t o all in ten t s and purposes 
whatsoever as if no such form had been hereby provided. 

15 . A n d be i t enacted T h a t all reci tals a n d s ta tements in any 
such i n s t r u m e n t of apprent iceship as aforesaid or in any such ins t ru­
m e n t of ass ignment as aforesaid shall as be tween all persons who shal l 
execute t h e same respectively and the i r respective privies in law and 
fact be conclusive evidence and as to all o the r persons shall be good 
prima facie evidence of t h e facts the re in recited or s ta ted in all prose­
cut ions ac t ions sui ts a n d proceedings whatsoever w h e t h e r civil or 
c r imina l or of a civil or c r iminal n a t u r e or pa r t ly of a civil and pa r t ly 
of a c r imina l n a t u r e and every Secretary for t h e t ime be ing of t h e said 
Society shall wi th in t he mean ing of th i s clause be deemed to be a 
p r ivy in law of every person who shall have previously been Secretary 
for t h e t ime be ing of t h e said Society a n d who shall have executed any 
such i n s t r u m e n t of apprent iceship or any such i n s t r u m e n t of assign­
m e n t as aforesaid. 

16 . A n d be i t enacted Tha t in all cases where any such ins t ru ­
m e n t of appren t icesh ip as aforesaid shall be executed by t h e Secretary 
for t h e t ime be ing of t he said Society and the child to be bound 
the reby a n d ne i the r t he father no r t he mothe r of such child shall in 
such i n s t r u m e n t be expressed to be a p a r t y the re to the fact of no father 
or m o t h e r of such child be ing there in expressed to be a pa r ty the re to 
shal l be good p r i m a facie evidence in all prosecut ions act ions sui ts and 
proceedings whatsoever w h e t h e r civil or c r iminal or of a civil or 
c r imina l n a t u r e or pa r t ly of a civil and pa r t ly of a, c r iminal n a t u r e 
t h a t such child a t t h e t ime of the execut ion of such i n s t r u m e n t of 
apprent icesh ip had ne i ther a father nor a m o t h e r whose execut ion 
thereof was necessary wi th in t h e provisions of th i s A c t to give effect 
to such i n s t r u m e n t of apprent iceship . 

17. A n d be it enacted Tha t if any complaint shal l be m a d e to 
any J u s t i c e of t h e Peace by the Secretary for t he t ime being of t he 
said Society aga ins t any child who shall be bound by any such ins t ru­
m e n t of apprent icesh ip as aforesaid agains t t he child who shall be 
hound as an apprent ice the reby for or in respect of any alleged miscon­
duct or b reach of d u t y of or b y any such child as such apprent ice or 
in re la t ion to t he dut ies of any such child as such apprent ice or in 
relat ion to any covenant agreement m a t t e r or t h i n g in any such ins t ru ­
men t of apprent iceship conta ined or otherwise in re la t ion to t he Secre­
t a ry for t h e t ime be ing of t he said Society or by any child who shall be 
bound appren t ice by any such i n s t r u m e n t of apprent iceship as aforesaid 
or any person on behalf of any such child agains t t h e Secretary for t he 
t ime be ing of the said Society for or in respect of any alleged miscon­
duct or b reach of d u t y of or by such Secretary for t he t ime be ing of 
t he said Society whe the r as the mis t ress of such child or in re la t ion to 
t he dut ies of such Secretary for t h e t ime be ing of t h e said Society as 
such mis t ress or in re la t ion to any covenant agreement m a t t e r or t h i n g 
in any such i n s t r u m e n t of apprent iceship conta ined or otherwise in 
re la t ion to such child i t shall be lawful for t h e J u s t i c e to w h o m such 
compla in t shal l be m a d e or any o ther Ju s t i ce of the Peace before whom 
such compla in t shal l come on to be heard to hear and de te rmine such 
complaint in a s u m m a r y way and if upon t h e hea r ing of such com­
plain! i t shall appear to the Jus t i ce hea r ing the same t h a t the ins t ru­
m e n t of apprent iceship by which such child shall have been bound as 
aforesaid ough t to be cancelled it shal l and may be lawful for such 
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Jus t i ce to m a k e an order t h a t t h e same shal l he cancelled and upon 
any such order be ing made such in s t rumen t of apprent iceship shall 
cease to be in force and become and be thencefor th nu l l and void. 

18 . Provided always and be it enacted Tha t no such order as 
aforesaid shall have t he effect of t a k i n g away dest roying defeating or 
prejudicing any l iabil i ty to prosecut ion or any r igh t of action or o ther 
remedy or proceeding whe the r civil or c r imina l or of a civil or cr iminal 
n a t u r e or pa r t l y of a civil and pa r t ly of a c r imina l n a t u r e for or in 
respect of any offence misbehaviour act d u t y cause m a t t e r or t h i n g 
which shal l have been commi t t ed done or omi t ted in respect of any 
such i n s t r u m e n t of apprent iceship as aforesaid or any covenant agree­
m e n t m a t t e r or t h i n g there in conta ined or any child who shall have 
been b o u n d the reby or t h e Secretary for t h e t ime being of t he said 
Society previously to t he t ime when such order shall be made. 

19. A n d be it enacted Tha t if any compla in t shall be m a d e to 
any J u s t i c e of the Peace by any person or persons to whom any such 
chi ld shall be assigned by any such i n s t r u m e n t of ass ignment as afore­
said agains t any child who shall be assigned as an apprent ice thereby 
for or in respect of any al leged misconduct or breach of du ty of or 
by any such child as such apprent ice or in re la t ion to t he duties of 
any such child as such apprent ice or in re la t ion to any covenant 
ag reement m a t t e r or t h i n g in any such i n s t r u m e n t of ass ignment 
conta ined or otherwise in re la t ion to t h e person or persons to w h o m 
such child shall be the reby assigned i t shall be lawful for t h e J u s t i c e 
to w h o m such compla in t shall be made or any other .Justice of t he 
Peace before w h o m such complaint shall come on to be heard to hea r 
a n d de te rmine such complaint in a s u m m a r y way and if upon the 
hea r ing of such compla in t i t shal l appear to t h e Jus t i ce hea r ing t h e 
same t h a t t he i n s t r u m e n t of ass ignment by which such child shall 
have been so assigned as aforesaid ough t to be cancelled i t shall be 
lawful for such J u s t i c e to m a k e an order t h a t t he same shal l be 
cancelled and upon any such order be ing m a d e such ass ignment shall 
cease to be in force and become and be thencefor th n i d i and void. 

20. A n d be it enacted That if any compla in t shall be made to 
any Jus t i ce of t h e Peace by t h e Secretary for t h e t i m e being of t he 
said Society or by any child who shall be assigned by any such 
i n s t r u m e n t of ass ignment as aforesaid or any person on behalf of any 
such child agains t any person or persons to w h o m any such chi ld 
shall be thereby assigned for or in respect of any alleged i l l - t rea tment 
misconduct or breach of du ty of or by any such person or persons to 
w h o m any such child shal l be the reby assigned as aforesaid as t h e 
mas te r or mas te rs or the mis t ress or mistresses of such child or in 
re la t ion to t he dut ies of such person or persons to w h o m any such 
child shall be the reby assigned, as aforesaid as such mas te r or mas t e r s 
or mis t ress or mistresses or in re la t ion to any covenant agreement 
m a t t e r or t h i n g in such i n s t r u m e n t of ass ignment contained or otherwise 
in re la t ion to such child it shal l be lawful for t he J u s t i c e to w h o m such 
compla in t shall be made or any o ther Jus t i ce of the Peace before w h o m 
t h e same shall come on to be hea rd to hear and de te rmine such com­
pla in t in a s u m m a r y way and if upon the hea r ing of such compla in t it 
shal l appear to t he J u s t i c e hea r ing the same t h a t t h e person or persons 
the reby complained against has been gui l ty of or has commi t t ed any 
such i l l - t rea tment misconduct or breach of d u t y as aforesaid and such 
J u s t i c e shall convict such person or persons thereof it shall a n d may 
be lawful for such J u s t i c e t h e r e u p o n to pun i sh t he person or persons 
the reby complained against by impos ing and infl ict ing upon such 
person or persons a tine of no t more t h a n t en pounds and if upon such 
hea r ing it shal l appear to such Jus t i ce t h a t t h e i n s t r u m e n t of assign­
m e n t by which such child shall have been so assigned as aforesaid 
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ough t to be cancelled i t shall and may be lawful for such Jus t i ce to 
m a k e an order t h a t t h e same shall be cancelled and upon any such 
order be ing m a d e such i n s t r u m e n t of ass ignment shall cease to be in 
force and become and be thencefor th n u l l and void. 

2 1 . Provided always and be it enacted Tha t no order which 
shall be m a d e by any Jus t i ce of t h e Peace by v i r tue of the provisions 
las t ly hereinbefore! contained for t he cancellat ion of any such ins t ru­
m e n t of ass ignment shall have t he effect of t a k i n g away destroying 
defeat ing or prejudicing any l iabil i ty to prosecution or any r igh t of 
act ion or o ther remedy or proceeding whe the r civil or cr iminal or of a 
civil or cr iminal n a t u r e or par t ly of a civil and pa r t ly of a c r iminal n a t u r e 
in r espec t of any offence act d u t y m a t t e r or t h i n g which shall have been 
commit ted done or omit ted in respect of any such i n s t r u m e n t of assign­
m e n t as aforesaid or any covenant agreement m a t t e r or t h i n g there in 
conta ined or any child who shall have been assigned the reby or the 
person or persons to w h o m such child shal l have been assigned the reby 
previously to t h e t ime w h e n such order shall be made . 

22. A n d be it enacted Tha t in all proceedings before any Jus t i ce 
or Jus t i ces of t he Peace which shall or m a y be t aken ins t i tu ted prose­
cuted or carried on unde r or by v i r tue of t h e provisions hereinbefore 
conta ined every person whomsoever shall he a competent witness 
no twi ths t and ing he or she may be a p a r t y to or in any way interes ted in 
or respect ing or t he wife or husband of any person w ho shall he a 
p a r t y to or in any way interested in any such proceeding whe the r as a 
compla inan t prosecutor informer or a defendant or pa r ty complained 
or proceeded agains t or in respect of costs or otherwise howsoever. 

23. A n d be i t enacted That upon any such i n s t r u m e n t of 
ass ignment as aforesaid be ing ordered to be cancelled by any such 
order as hereinbefore in t h a t behalf provided or upon any such 
i n s t r u m e n t of ass ignment expi r ing e i ther by effluxion of t ime or by 
t h e death of t he person or persons to w h o m any such child as afore­
said shall have been the reby assigned t h e -child who shall have been 
the reby assigned shall the reupon immediate ly again become the 
appren t ice of the Secretary for t h e t ime be ing of t he said Society unde r 
t h e i n s t r u m e n t of apprent iceship by which such child shall have been, 
or iginal ly bound to the Secretary for t he t i m e being of t he said Society 
and such i n s t r u m e n t of apprent iceship shall t he reupon immediate ly 
become and shall thenceforth r ema in in force for all purposes and to 
all in ten ts whatsoever for t h e residue t hen to come of t he t e r m for 
which such child shall have been thereby bound in l ike m a n n e r b u t no t 
fur ther or otherwise t h a n as if no such ass ignment as aforesaid of 
such child h a d been made . 

2 1 . A n d be i t enacted Tha t no person shal l entice or t a k e : 
away or employ or ha rbou r or be a iding or concerned or engaged i n : 

ent ic ing or t a k i n g away or employing or ha rbou r ing any child who 
shall be bound by any such in s t rumen t of apprent iceship or who shall 
be assigned b y any such i n s t r u m e n t of ass ignment as aforesaid while 
such i n s t r u m e n t of apprent iceship or i n s t r u m e n t of ass ignment 
respectively shall r emain or be in force and if any person shall entice 
or t a k e away or employ or ha rbou r or be aiding or concerned or 
engaged in en t ic ing or t a k i n g away or employing or ha rbour ing any 
child who shall be bound by any such i n s t rumen t of apprent iceship or 
who shall be assigned by any such i n s t rumen t of ass ignment as aforesaid 
while such i n s t r u m e n t of apprent iceship or i n s t r u m e n t of assignment: 
respectively shall r emain or be in force every person so offending shall 
forfeit and pay a fine of no t more t h a n t en pounds a n d every such fine 
shal l a n d m a y be sued for and recovered b y any person who shal l sue 
for t he same and shall and may be sued for and recovered by informa­
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t ion before any Jus t i ce of t h e Peace which J u s t i c e shal l hear and 
de te rmine t he ma t t e r s of such informat ion in a s u m m a r y way. 

25. A n d be i t enacted Tha t all prosecut ions act ions sui ts a n d 
proceedings for or in respect of any offence act du ty m a t t e r or t h i n g 
which shal l or m a y be commit ted done or omi t ted in respect of any 
such i n s t r u m e n t of apprent iceship as aforesaid or any such i n s t r u m e n t 
of ass ignment as aforesaid or any covenant agreement m a t t e r or t h i n g 
the re in respectively conta ined or any child who shall be bound or 
assigned thereby respectively or t h e Secretary for t h e t ime being of 
t he said Society or t h e person or persons to w h o m any such child shal l 
be so assigned as aforesaid shal l and m a y be ins t i tu ted commenced 
t aken carr ied on prosecuted a n d carr ied in to effect in any competen t 
Cour t and in any legal m a n n e r ins tead of in t he mode of proceeding 
hereby provided in l ike m a n n e r as if no mode of proceeding h a d been 
hereby provided i t be ing t h e in ten t and m e a n i n g of th is Act t h a t t he 
mode of proceeding hereby provided in respect of t he m a t t e r s aforesaid 
shall be cumula t ive wi th any other mode of proceeding which may exist 
in law respect ing t h e same a n d t h a t all proceedings to be had and 
t aken in a s u m m a r y way before any Jus t i ce or Jus t i ces of t h e Peace 
unde r th i s Ac t shall be commenced wi th in th ree calendar m o n t h s n e x t 
after t he offence lias been commi t t ed and in all cases t he informer or 
compla in ing p a r t y shall be t aken and is hereby declared to be a com­
pe ten t witness . 

26. A n d be i t enacted T h a t all tines a n d forfeitures which shal l 
be recovered unde r or by v i r tue of t h e provisions of th i s Ac t shal l be 
pa id to H e r Majesty H e r He i r s and Successors for t h e publ ic uses of 
t he said Colony and in suppor t of t h e Governmen t thereof and shall be 
appl ied in such m a n n e r as m a y be from t i m e to t ime directed by any 
Ac t or Ac ts of t he said Governor and Legislat ive Council . 

27. A n d be i t enacted Tha t in all prosecut ions act ions sui ts 
and proceedings w h e t h e r civil or cr iminal or of a civil or c r iminal 
n a t u r e or pa r t ly of a civil and pa r t ly of a cr iminal n a t u r e which shal l 
be ins t i tu ted commenced t aken or carr ied on by or against t h e 
Secretary for t he t ime being of t h e said Society or by or against a n y 
o ther person or persons for or in respect of any offence misbehaviour 
act d u t y cause m a t t e r or t h i n g which shal l or m a y be or shall or may 
have been commit ted done or omi t ted in respect of any such i n s t r u m e n t 
of apprent iceship or any such i n s t r u m e n t of ass ignment as aforesaid 
or any covenant agreement m a t t e r or t h i n g there in respectively con­
ta ined or any child who shall be or w ho shall have been bound or 
assigned thereby respectively or t h e Secretary for t he t ime being of t h e 
said Society or any person or persons to w h o m any such child shall be 
or shall have been assigned by any such i n s t r u m e n t of ass ignment as 
aforesaid i t shall no t be necessary for t h e purpose of proving t h e 
execut ion by any person of any such i n s t r u m e n t of apprent iceship 
or any such i n s t r u m e n t of ass ignment as aforesaid to prove such 
execut ion thereof respectively by t h e tes t imony of any subscr ibing or 
a t t e s t ing wi tness or witnesses there to or to account for the absence or 
t o prove t h e h a n d w r i t i n g of any such subscr ibing or a t t es t ing witness 
or witnesses b u t t h a t t he execut ion by any person of any such ins t ru­
m e n t of apprent iceship or any such i n s t rumen t of ass ignment as 
aforesaid m a y no twi th s t and ing such execut ion thereof respectively or 
m a y appear or pu rpo r t to be a t tes ted by one or more subscr ibing or 
a t t es t ing witness or witnesses be proved in l ike m a n n e r as if t he re 
were no subscr ibing or a t t e s t i ng wi tness there to . 

28. A n d be i t enacted Tha t no prosecut ion act ion suit or pro­
ceeding whe the r civil or c r iminal or of a civil or c r imina l n a t u r e or 
pa r t ly of a civil and pa r t ly of a c r iminal n a t u r e which shall be ins t i tu ted 
commenced t aken or carr ied on by or agains t t he Secretary for the t ime 

being 



being of t h e said Society or by or against any other person or persons 
for or in respect of any offence misbehaviour act du ty cause m a t t e r or 
t h i n g which shall or may be or shall or may have been commit ted 
done or omi t t ed in respect of any such i n s t r u m e n t of apprent iceship 
or any such i n s t r u m e n t of ass ignment as aforesaid or any covenant 
ag reemen t m a t t e r or t h i n g the re in respectively contained or any child 
who shal l be or shall have been bound or assigned the reby respectively 
or t h e Secretary for t h e t ime being of t h e said Society or any person 
or persons to w h o m any such child shall be or shal l have been assigned 
by any such i n s t r u m e n t of ass ignment as aforesaid shall abate; become 
void or be prejudiced by reason of t h e death of any Secretary for the 
t i m e be ing of t he said Society or by reason of any person who shall 
have been t h e Secretary for t he t i m e be ing of the said Society ceasing 
to be such Secretary b u t in all cases w h e n and as often as t h e person 
who shal l be t h e Secretary for t he t ime be ing of t h e said Society shall 
by death or otherwise cease to be such Secretary and t h e death of such 
person or such person ceasing to be such Secretary would b u t for t he 
provision hereby made cause any such prosecut ion action suit or 
proceeding to abate become void or be prejudiced a suggestion or 
m e m o r a n d u m shall in due course be made tiled or entered of t he fact 
of such person hav ing so by death or otherwise ceased to be such 
Secre tary and of the n a m e of t he person who shall af terwards be or 
become the Secretary for the t ime be ing of t he said Society and there­
upon every such prosecut ion act ion suit a n d proceeding shall proceed 
and he cont inued and carried on in l ike m a n n e r as if t h e person who 
shall so af terwards be or become such Secretary for t h e t i m e being of 
t h e said Society had cont inual ly been such Secretary from the t ime 
when such prosecut ion act ion suit or proceeding was or shall have 
been ins t i tu ted commenced or ini t ia ted. 

29. A n d be it enacted T h a t th is A c t shall be deemed and t aken 
to be a Publ ic A c t and shall be judicial ly t aken notice of as such in 
and by all Cour t s J u d g e s Jus t i ces and others w i th in t h e said Colony 
and i t s Dependencies wi thou t be ing specially pleaded. 


