
RURAL RECONSTRUCTION ACT. 

Act No. 45, 1939. 
An Act to provide for the reconstitution and a 

change in the name of the body corporate 
constituted by the Farmers' Relief Act, 1932; 
to make further provision in relation to the 
adjustment of the debts of farmers; to pro­
vide for the granting of protection orders to 
certain farmers; to authorise the waiver or 
remission of certain debts to the Crown; for 
these and other purposes to amend the 
Farmers' Relief Act, 1932-1938, and certain 
other Acts in certain respects; and for pur­
poses connected therewith. [Assented to, 
13th November, 1939.] 

f]145—R B E 



BE i t enacted by t h e K i n g ' s Mos t Exce l l en t Majes ty , 
by and wi th t h e advice a n d consent of t h e Leg i s ­

la t ive Counci l and Legis la t ive Assembly of N e w Sou th 
W a l e s in Pa r l i amen t assembled, and by the au thor i ty of 
t h e same, as fo l l ows :— 

P A E T I. 

PRELIMINARY. 

1. (1) This Act m a y be cited as the " R u r a l Recon­
s t ruct ion Act, 1939," and shall be read and construed 
wi th the F a r m e r s ' Relief Act, 1932, as amended by subse­
quent Acts . 

(2) The F a r m e r s ' Relief Act, 1932, as so amended 
is, in this Act, re fe r red to as the P r inc ipa l Act. 

(3) The Pr inc ipa l Act, as amended by this Act, may 
be cited as the F a r m e r s ' Relief Act, 1932-1939. 

(4) This Act is divided into P a r t s as fol lows:— 
P A R T I . — P R E L I M I N A R Y . 

P A R T I I . — R E C O N S T I T U T I O N OP BOARD. 

P A R T I I I . — R U R A L RECONSTRUCTION. 

P A R T I I . 

RECONSTITUTION OF BOARD. 

2, (1) F o r the purposes only of the reconst i tut ion, 
p u r s u a n t to section four of this Act, of the body corpora te 
const i tuted by section seven of the P r inc ipa l Act, the 
provis ions of this section shall commence on the da te 
upon which the assent of His Majes ty to th is Act is 
signified. 

(2) Upon the commencement of P a r t I I I of th i s 
Act this section shall have full force and effect for all 
purposes . 

(3) The Pr inc ipa l Act is amended— 
(a) by omit t ing from subsection one of section seven 

the word " t h r e e " and by inser t ing in lieu thereof 
the word " f i v e " ; (b) 



(b ) by omit t ing f rom subsection two of the same 
section the words " t w o m e m b e r s " and by inser t ­
ing in lieu thereof the words " f o u r m e m b e r s " ; 

(c) by omit t ing from subsection three of the same 
section the words " o n e other m e m b e r " and by 
inser t ing in lieu thereof the words " t w o other 
m e m b e r s " ; 

(d) by inser t ing a t the end of subsection four of the 
same section the following p rov i so :— 

Prov ided tha t if any such member is an officer 
or employee unde r the Public Service Act, 1902, 
a s amended by subsequent Acts , or is a Commis­
sioner or an officer of the Rura l Bank he shall 
not be entit led to any remunera t ion under this 
Act in respect of his office as such member. 

P A R T I I I . 

RURAL RECONSTRUCTION. 

3. This P a r t shall commence upon a da te to be 
appoin ted by the Governor and notified by proclamat ion 
published in the Gazette. 

4. Upon the commencement of this P a r t the body 
corpora te const i tuted by section seven of the Pr inc ipa l 
Act shall be reconst i tuted and shall consist of five 
members . 

5. (1) Upon the commencement of this P a r t the name 
of the body corporate const i tuted by section seven of the 
P r inc ipa l Act shall be the " R u r a l Reconstruct ion B o a r d . " 

(2) Nothing contained in this Act shall prejudice or 
affect in any way the continuity of such body corpora te , 
but the same shall continue no twi ths tanding the provi­
sions of this Act. 

(3) The a l tera t ion of name effected by subsection 
one of this section, the amendments made to the Pr inc ipa l 
Act by section two of this Act and the provis ions of 
section four of this Act, shall not affect any p roper ty , 
powers , r igh ts , author i t ies , duties, functions, liabilities or 

obligations 



obligations of the said body corpora te or the appoin tment 
of the Direc tor or of any person who, immediately before 
the commencement of th is P a r t , held office as a member 
of the said body corpora te or r e n d e r defective any legal 
or other proceedings ins t i tu ted or to be ins t i tu ted by or 
aga ins t the body corpora te , and any legal or other p ro ­
ceedings m a y be continued by or aga ins t the body cor­
po ra t e by the name of the R u r a l Reconst ruct ion B o a r d 
t ha t might have been continued or commenced by o r 
aga ins t the corpora t ion by the name of the F a r m e r s ' 
Relief Board . 

(4) The body corpora te aforesaid shall continue 
no twi ths tanding tha t there a r e at any t ime or t imes 
vacancies in the offices of all of the members of the body 
corpora te or of any one or more of them. 

(5) Upon the commencement of this P a r t , a refer­
ence in any Act or other ins t rument , to the F a r m e r s ' 
Relief Board , shall be r ead and const rued as a reference 
to the Rura l Reconstruct ion Board . 

( 6 ) The agency of the Rura l Bank of New South 
Wales which, immediate ly before the commencement of 
th is P a r t , was known as the F a r m e r s ' Relief Agency, 
shall, as from such commencement, be known as the 
R u r a l Reconstruct ion Agency, and a reference in any Act 
or other ins t rument to the F a r m e r s Relief Agency shall 
be read and construed as a reference to the R u r a l Recon­
s t ruct ion Agency. 

6. (1) The Pr inc ipa l Act is fu r ther amended— 
(a) by omit t ing subsections one to four, both inclu­

sive of section four and by inser t ing in lieu 
thereof the following subsect ions:— 

(1) The Governor may appoin t a Director for 
the purposes of this Act. A Commissioner of the 
R u r a l Bank shall not be eligible for appoin tment 
as Director . 

(2) The Director shall hold office for such 
per iod as the Governor may appoint . 

( 3 ) The Direc tor may be removed from office 
a t any t ime by the Governor . 

(4) I n the case of the illness or absence of 
the Director the Governor m a y appoin t some 

other 



other person to act in the place of the Director 
dur ing such illness or absence, and while so 
act ing such person shall have and may exercise 
and discharge all the powers , author i t ies , dut ies 
and functions conferred or imposed on the 
Director by or under this Act. 

(4A) The Director shall receive such 
remunera t ion as shall be determined by the 
Governor, which remunera t ion shall be payable 
by the Rura l Bank and shall be deemed to be p a r t 
of the costs of adminis t ra t ion of the Rura l 
Reconstruct ion Agency of tha t B a n k : 

P rov ided tha t if the Director is an officer or 
employee under the Publ ic Service Act, 1902, as 
amended by subsequent Acts , he shall not be 
entit led to any remunera t ion under this Act in 
respect of his office as Director . 

(b) by omit t ing from subsection five of the same 
section the words " T h e Director may appoint 
any officer of the Rura l Bank of New South 
Wales to act as his d e p u t y " and by inser t ing in 
lien thereof the words ' ' The Governor may, upon 
the recommendat ion of the Director, appoint a 
person to be the deputy of the D i r ec to r . " 

(c) by omit t ing from the same subsection the words 
" s o m e Commissioner, o ther than the Commis­
s i o n e r " and by inser t ing in lieu thereof the 
words " s o m e person, other than the p e r s o n " ; 

(d) by omit t ing from the same subsection the word 
" e l e c t e d " and by inser t ing in lieu thereof the 
word " a p p o i n t e d " ; 

(e) by omit t ing subsection six of the same section. 

(2) (a) The Commissioner who, immediately 
before the commencement of P a r t TIT of this Act, holds 
office as Di rec tor under the F a r m e r s ' Relief Act, 1932-
1938, shall continue to hold such office unti l his successor 
is appointed under section four of tha t Act, as amended 
by this section. 

(b) The persons who, immediately before the 
commencement of P a r t I I I of this Act, hold office as 
deputy Director and as supervisors unde r the F a r m e r s ' 
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Relief Act, 1932-1938, shall continue to hold such office 
in all respects as if the amendments made by subsection 
one of this section had been in force a t the da te of the i r 
respect ive appoin tments . 

(c) Any delegation made by the Director unde r 
section four of the F a r m e r s ' Relief Act, 1932 (whether as 
original ly enacted or as amended from t ime to t ime) , 
and in force immediate ly before the commencement of 
P a r t I I I of this Act, shall continue in force, but m a y b§ 
wi thdrawn under tha t section as amended by subsection 
one of this section. 

(d) Any general or special order made or given 
by the Director under subsection six of section th i r teen 
of the F a r m e r s ' Relief Act, 1932, and in force immedi­
a te ly before the commencement of this Act, shall continue 
in force, but may be amended or revoked by a genera l 
o r special o rder made af ter such commencement. 

(e) Any de terminat ion made or consent given 
u n d e r subsection three or subsection four of section 
th i r t een of the F a r m e r s ' Relief Act, 1932 (whether as 
or iginal ly enacted or as amended from time to t ime) , and 
in force immediately before the commencement of this 
Act shall continue in force, but m a y be revoked or var ied 
by a de terminat ion made or consent given af ter such 
commencement. 

7. The Pr inc ipa l Act is fu r ther amended— 

(a) by inser t ing in section three af ter the definition 
of " P r o d u c e " the following addi t ional defini­
t ions :— 

" P r o t e c t i o n o r d e r " means a protect ion 
order granted , unde r P a r t I I B of th is 
Act, aga ins t a specified person or body 
of persons , corpora te or un incorpora te . 

" R u r a l B a n k " means the R u r a l Bank of 
New South Wales . 

(b) by omit t ing section s ix ; 

(c) 



(c) (i) by inser t ing next after subsection one of 
section th i r teen the following new subsec­
tion :— 

(1A) (a) The Direc tor may, when 
appoin t ing a supervisor p u r s u a n t to sub­
section one of this section, in lieu of 
appoin t ing a specified person, appoin t the 
holder of a specified office in the service of 
the R u r a l Bank or in the Public Service. 

(b) W h e r e the holder of any such 
specified office is so appoin ted to act as 
supervisor of the es ta te of a fa rmer— 

(i) the holder for the time being of such 
specified office shall be the super­
visor of the es ta te of tha t f a r m e r ; 

(ii) no person deal ing with a person 
p u r p o r t i n g to be the holder for the 
t ime being of such specified office 
and, as such, to act as supervisor of 
the es ta te of t ha t fa rmer , shall be 
concerned to inquire whether such 
last-mentioned person is, in fact, 
the holder for the t ime being of 
such specified office. 

(ii) by inser t ing next af ter subsection (5A) 
of the same section the following new sub­
section :— 

(5B) Where the supervisor of the es ta te 
of any fa rmer is the holder for the t ime 
being of a specified office in the service of 
the R u r a l Bank or in the Public Service 
the following provis ions shall have effect:— 

(a) such supervisor shall not be required 
to execute and deliver a bond in 
accordance with subsection two of 
th is section or to keep such bond 
subs is t ing; 

(b) such supervisor shall not be entit led, 
p u r s u a n t to subsection three of this 
section, to re ta in , out of the moneys 
of the fa rmer received by him, any 

sum 



sum by way of emolument, but, with 
the consent of the Director , may 
re ta in , out of such moneys such 
special t ravel l ing expenses as , in the 
opinion of the Director , have been 
p rope r ly incurred by h i m ; 

(c) all expenses of such supervisor in 
admin is te r ing the f a r m e r ' s affairs 
shall be pa id out of the funds of the 
Rura l Reconstruct ion Agency of the 
R u r a l Bank, and shall, for the pur ­
poses of the Government Savings 
Bank Act, 1906, as amended by subse­
quent Acts , be deemed to be p a r t of 
the costs of admin is t ra t ion of t ha t 
Agency. 

(iii) by inse r t ing a t the end of subsection six 
of the same section the following w o r d s : — 

W h e r e the Board or the Direc tor by 
genera l or special order so directs, a super­
visor shall in any m a t t e r affecting or 
re la t ing to the prac t ica l conduct of the 
fa rming opera t ions of any fa rmer of whose 
es ta te he is supervisor consult with and seek 
the advice of any field officer of the Depar t ­
ment of Lands , the D e p a r t m e n t of Agricul­
tu re or the W a t e r Conservat ion and I r r i g a ­
t ion Commission or any field officer 
appoin ted or employed for the execution 
of the Soil Conservat ion Act, L938, as the 
case m a y be, ment ioned or re fer red to in the 
order . 

(d) (i) by inser t ing in subsection two of section 
fifteen, a f te r the words " r e m o v e a super­
v i s o r " the words " a p p o i n t e d by the 
D i r e c t o r " ; 

(ii) by inser t ing at the end of the same sub­
section the following new p rov i so :— 

Prov ided fu r the r t h a t the B o a r d m a y a t 
any t ime remove a superv i sor appo in ted 
ei ther by the Director or by the Boa r d and 
appoin t ano ther supervisor in his place. 

(iii) 



(iii) by inser t ing next af ter the same subsection 
the following new subsection:— 

(2A) (a) The Director or the Board , 
when appoint ing a supervisor pu r suan t to 
subsection two of this section may, in lieu 
of appoin t ing a specified person, appoint 
the holder of a specified office in the service 
of the Rura l Bank or in the Public Service. 

(b) W h e r e the holder of any such 
specified office is appoin ted to act as super­
visor of the es ta te of a f a rmer— 

(i) the holder for the t ime being of 
such specified office shall be the 
supervisor of the es ta te of t ha t 
f a r m e r ; 

(ii) no person deal ing with a person 
p u r p o r t i n g to be the holder for the 
t ime being of such specified office 
and, as such, to act as superv isor 
of the es ta te of tha t fa rmer , shall 
be concerned to inquire whe ther 
such last-mentioned person is in 
fact the holder for the t ime being 
of such specified office. 

(e) (i) by inser t ing at the end of subsection one of 
section thir ty-one the words— 

The B o a r d may, a t any t ime af ter removal 
of the s tay order, waive the payment of such 
in te res t or any p a r t thereof which has 
accrued up to the date of such removal or 
which m a y accrue thereaf te r or may, not­
wi ths tand ing the provision for payment of 
in teres t , direct tha t in te res t shall not be 
charged on the whole or any p a r t of the 
moneys advanced or gua ran teed or tha t the 
r a t e a t which in teres t is payable upon such 
moneys shall be reduced to the r a t e specified 
in the direction. 

(ii) by inser t ing a t the commencement of p a r a ­
g r a p h (a) of subsection four of the same 
section the words " W h e r e a f a rmer has 

been 



been g ran ted a protect ion order under P a r t 
I I B of this Act and the protect ion o rder is 
still cur ren t o r " ; 

(iii) by omit t ing from the same p a r a g r a p h the 
words " a n d the s tay order g ran ted to such 
f a rmer has been r e m o v e d " ; 

(f) (i) by omit t ing from subsection one of section 
34A the words " t o whom a s tay order h a s 
been g ran ted unde r this A c t " ; 

(ii) by omit t ing from the same subsection the 
words " d u r i n g the operat ion of the s tay 
o r d e r " ; 

(g) by omit t ing section 34G and by inser t ing in lieu 
thereof the following sect ions:— 

34G. (1) F o r the purposes of this P a r t of this 
Act the Boa rd may, no twi ths tanding the provi­
sions of any other Act or of the regula t ions 
made under any other Act— 

(a) waive the payment by any farmer , in 
whole or in pa r t , of any moneys to which 
this section app l ies ; 

(b) direct t ha t in teres t be not charged upon 
the whole or p a r t of any moneys to 
which th is section applies , or t ha t the 
r a t e a t which such in teres t would other­
wise have been GO payable shall be 
reduced to the r a t e specified in the 
d i rec t ion; 

(c) direct tha t so much of any moneys to 
which this section applies as represen t s 
in te res t payable on any other moneys 
(not being moneys to which this section 
appl ies) be not charged upon the whole 
or any p a r t of such o ther moneys or 
t h a t the r a t e a t which such in teres t 
would otherwise have been so payable 
upon such other moneys, shall be 
reduced to the r a t e specified in the 
d i rec t ion; 

(d) fix the t e rms of paymen t of and the 
r a t e of in te res t to be pa id on any 
moneys to which this section applies, or, 

where 



where the payment by a fa rmer of any 
moneys to which this section applies has 
been waived in pa r t , of the residue of 
such moneys ; 

(e) determine what securities, if any, shall 
be given by the f a rmer for the payment: 
of any moneys to which this section 
applies and interes t thereon where the 
t e rms of payment and the r a t e of in­
teres t on such moneys have been fixed 
p u r s u a n t to p a r a g r a p h (d) of this sub­
section : 

P rov ided tha t the Board shall not, under this 
section, g ran t any waiver of moneys owing— 

(a) for the balance of purchase money on 
a holding or on an i r r iga t ed lot as 
defined in section 11F of the I r r iga t ion 
Act, 1912-1931, or for the balance of 
purchase money in respect of Crown 
improvements , which would have the 
effect of reducing the moneys so owing 
to an amount less t han the capital 
value or purchase money of the holding 
or of the Crown improvements or the 
price or capital value of the holding or 
•he purchase money of the i r r iga ted lot, 
as the case may be, as appra i sed or 
determined by or under any Act, or in 
any case where payments of purchase 
money have been made since appra ise­
ment or determinat ion, less than such 
capital value, purchase money, or price, 
as the case may be, as reduced by such 
p a y m e n t s ; or 

(1)) for tlie balance of purchase money on 
a holding where the capi tal value or 
purchase money of such holding has not 
been appra i sed or determined by or 
under any A c t : 

P rov ided fur ther tha t the Boa rd shall not, 
under this section, g ran t any waiver of moneys 

of 



of the class defined in p a r a g r a p h (d) of sub­
section two of this section unless the council 
or the county council to which such moneys a re 
owing has consented to such waiver , which con­
sent the council or the county council is hereby 
empowered to give. 

(2) This section shall apply to and in 
respect of moneys owing by a farmer— 

(a) to the R u r a l Bank in respect of the 
Bui ld ing Relief Agency, the Advances 
to Set t le rs Agency, the Government 
Guaran tee Agency, the R u r a l Indus t r i e s 
Agency, the I r r i ga t i on Agency or the 
Closer Set t lement Agency of t ha t bank ; 

(b) to the R u r a l Reconstruct ion B o a r d or 
to the R u r a l Bank in respect of the 
Rura l Reconstruct ion Agency of t ha t 
B a n k ; 

(c) to the Crown for any liability a r i s ing 
unde r the Crown Lands Consolidation 
Act, 1913, the Closer Set t lement Acts , 
the Re tu rned So ld ie r s ' Set t lement Act, 
1916, the Pr ickly-pear Dest ruct ion Act , 
1901, the Pr ickly-pear Acts , 1924-1934, 
the "Western Lands Act of 1901, the 
Wild Dog Destruct ion Act, 1921, or the 
P a s t u r e s Pro tec t ion Act, 1934, or unde r 
any of those Acts as amended by subse­
quent Acts , or unde r any mor tgage or 
charge in favour of the Minis ter for 
L a n d s ; 

(d) to a council as defined in the Local 
Government Act, 1919, as amended by 
subsequent Acts , or to a county council 
for a county dis t r ic t const i tuted unde r 
t ha t Act, as so amended, for any 
liabil i ty a r i s ing under t ha t Act. 

(3) The powers conferred by subsection 
one of this section m a y be exercised— 

(a) in respect of any moneys to which this 
section applies which were owing a t the 
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commencement of the Rura l Recon­
struct ion Act, 1939, or which become 
owing af ter such commencement; 

(b) whether or not, a t the t ime action is 
taken under tha t subsection, such 
moneys a re present ly payable . 

34GG. (1) F o r the purposes of this P a r t of 
this Act the R u r a l Bank may— 

(a) waive the payment of any moneys 
owing by a f a rmer to the Rura l Bank in 
respect of the R u r a l Bank Depar tmen t 
of tha t B a n k ; 

(b) direct tha t in teres t be not charged upon 
the whole or p a r t of such moneys or 
t ha t the r a t e a t which such interest 
would otherwise have been so payable., 
shall be reduced to the r a t e specified in 
the direct ion; 

(c) fix the t e rms of payment of and the r a t e 
of in teres t to be paid on any moneys 
owing by a fa rmer to the Rura l Bank in 
respect of the Rura l Bank Depar tmen t 
of tha t B a n k ; 

(d) determine what securit ies (if any) 
shall be given by the f a rmer for the 
payment of moneys owing by him to the 
R u r a l Bank in respect of the Rura l 
Bank Depar tmen t of tha t Bank, and in­
te res t thereon where the t e rms of pay­
ment of and the r a t e of in teres t on such 
moneys have been fixed p u r s u a n t to 
p a r a g r a p h (c) of this subsection. 
(2) The powers conferred by subsection 

one of this section m a y be exercised— 
(a) in respect of moneys which were so 

owing a t the commencement of the 
R u r a l Reconstruct ion Act, 1939, or be­
come so owing af te r such commence­
ment ; 

(b) whether or not at the t ime action is 
taken under subsection one of this sec­
tion such moneys a re present ly payable . 

8. 



8. (1) The Pr inc ipa l Act is fur ther amended by in­
ser t ing in P a r t IIA next af ter section 34K the following 
new sect ions:— 

34L. (1) (a) W h e r e a f a rmer has made an appli­
cation under section 34A of this Act, and the Board is 
satisfied tha t in the case of such f a rmer provision 
should be made for determinat ion, in relat ion to any 
holding of such fa rmer— 

(i) of the capital value p u r s u a n t to section one 
hundred and sixty-seven of the Crown Lands 
Consolidation Act, 1913; or 

(ii) of the annual ren ta l p u r s u a n t to section 
167A of t ha t Ac t ; or 

(iii) of the price or capi tal value or value a n d 
charge of purchase money, p u r s u a n t to sec­
t ion nineteen of the Be tu rned Soldiers ' ' 
Set t lement Act, 1916; or 

(iv) of the capital value or value and charge of 
purchase money p u r s u a n t to section two of 
the Closer Set t lement and Be tu rned 
So ld ie r s ' Set t lement (Amendment ) Act , 
1927, 

the Boa rd may extend the t ime within which an 
applicat ion for such determinat ion may be made , and 
m a y specify the per iod within which such applicat ion 
m a y be made. 

(b) Notice of the fact of such extension 
and of the per iod so specified shall be given to t he 
Minis ter for Lands and to the f a rmer concerned. 

(2) (a) W h e r e a f a rmer has made applica­
t ion unde r section 34A of this Act, and the Boa r d i s 
satisfied tha t , in the case of such fa rmer , provis ion 
should be made for de terminat ion , in re la t ion to any 
holding of such fa rmer— 

(i) of the annual r en ta l or purchase money 
p u r s u a n t to sections 143A and 147A of the 
Crown Lands Consolidation Act, 1913; or 

(ii) of the annual ren ta l or purchase money pu r ­
suan t to sections 11D and H E of the 
I r r i ga t i on Act, 1912-1931, 

the B o a r d may certify accordingly, and may, in such 
certificate, specify the per iod within which such 
appl icat ion may be made, (b) 



(b) A copy of the certificate shall be 
given to the W a t e r Conservation, and I r r i ga t i on 
Commission and to the fa rmer concerned. 

34M. (1) W h e r e a f a rmer has made an applica­
t ion under section 34A of this Act and such f a rmer 
is the holder of a holding which has become liable 
to be forfeited under the Crown Lands Consolidation 
Act, 1913, or under any other Act re la t ing to the 
a l ienat ion or disposit ion of lands of the Crown, and 
the Board , af ter invest igat ion of the affairs of the 
farmer , is of opinion tha t it would be in the best 
in te res t s of the S ta te and of r u r a l reconstruct ion 
t ha t such holding should be forfeited, it may recom­
mend tha t such holding be forfeited. 

Where the holding refer red to in any such recom­
mendat ion appea r s , from the records of the 
Depa r tmen t of Lands or the W a t e r Conservat ion 
and I r r iga t ion Commission or the Wes te rn Lands 
Commissioner as the case may be, to be subject to 
mor tgage , notice of the fact t ha t such recom­
mendat ion has been made shall be given to the 
mortgagee . 

(2) (a) The Board may recommend tha t a 
certificate of preferent ia l r ight be issued enti t l ing 
the recipient theieof to apply for the whole or any 
specified p a r t of— 

(i) the land comprised in a holding which has 
been forfeited (whether or not the forfei ture 
was recommended by the Boa rd under sub­
section one of this sec t ion) ; or 

(ii) any other land of the Crown, 

if and when such land is made available for sale 
o r other disposit ion unde r any Act re la t ing to the 
al ienation or disposit ion of lands of the Crown. 

Any such applicat ion shall be made under and in 
accordance with the provisions of the Act under 
which the land is so made available. 

(b) A certificate of preferen t ia l r igh t 
under this section may be issued on the recom­
mendat ion of the Board by the Minis ter charged 

with 



with the adminis t ra t ion of the Act under which the 
land is so made available, t o— 

(i) a f a rmer whose land is, in the opinion of 
the Board , substant ia l ly less t han a home 
maintenance a r e a ; or 

(ii) a f a rmer whose holding has been forfeited 
af ter a recommendat ion to tha t effect was 
made by the B o a rd unde r subsection one of 
th is section. 

A certificate of preferent ia l r ight issued under this 
section may refer to ei ther or both of the classes of 
land mentioned in subpa rag raphs (i) and (ii) of 
p a r a g r a p h (a) of this subsection. 

(c) W h e r e the land refer red to in a cer­
tificate of preferen t ia l r igh t issued unde r this sub­
section is set a p a r t for sale or other disposit ion 
unde r any Act re la t ing to the al ienat ion of lands of 
the Crown and the recipient of such certificate of 
preferent ia l r igh t makes appl icat ion in the m a n n e r 
and within the t ime specified in the notification so 
se t t ing such land apa r t , he shall be entitled, in 
preference to any other person who makes applica­
tion, to have his appl icat ion confirmed, allowed o r 
g ran ted . 

(3) Noth ing in this section shall affect a n y 
power to declare, notify or otherwise asse r t or 
enforce a forfei ture in any case in which no recom­
mendat ion is made in accordance wi th this section. 

( 2 ) The Crown L a n d s Consolidat ion Act, 1913, a s 
amended by subsequent Acts , is amended— 

(a) by inser t ing next af ter subsection four of section 
143A the following new subsection:— 

(4A) W h e r e the B u r a l Beconst ruct ion B o a r d 
h a s certified p u r s u a n t to subsection two of sec­
t ion 34L of the F a r m e r s ' Relief Act, 1932-1939, 
t ha t provis ion should be made for de te rmina t ion 
of the annua l ren ta l or purchase money of a 
holding (not being a town land lease or a town 
land purchase the t i t le to which commenced 
subsequent to the twenty- th i rd day of December, 
one thousand nine hundred and twenty-four) t he 
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occupier of tha t holding (being the fa rmer 
re fer red to in the certificate) may, within the 
per iod specified in the certificate, with the con­
sent in wr i t ing of any mor tgagee or person 
holding a securi ty thereover , apply in the 
prescr ibed manne r to have the annual renta l or 
purchase money of t ha t holding determined, and 
such annual ren ta l or purchase money shall be 
determined as a t the date of applicat ion in 
accordance with the provis ions of section 147A 
of this Act, and the provis ions of subsection 
five of this section shall not apply to or in respect 
of such application. 

(b) by inser t ing next af ter subsection three of sec­
t ion one hundred and sixty-seven the following 
new subsection:— 

(3A) Notwi ths tanding any th ing in subsection 
three of this section the appl icat ion may, where.1 

the E u r a l Reconstruct ion Board has , in the case 
of a f anne r , pu r suan t to subsection one of sec­
t ion 34L of the F a r m e r s ' Relief Act, 1932-1939, 
extended the t ime within which such applicat ion 
m a y be made, be made by tha t f a rmer a t any 
t ime within the per iod specified by the Rura l 
Reconstruct ion Boa rd and the provis ions of 
subsection four of this section shall not apply to 
or in respect of any applicat ion so made. 

(c) by inser t ing next af ter subsection two of section 
167A the following new subsection:— 

(2A) Notwi ths tanding any th ing in subsection 
two of this section the applicat ion may, where 
the R u r a l Reconstruct ion B o a r d has , in the case 
of a fa rmer , p u r s u a n t to subsection one of sec­
t ion 34L of the F a r m e r s ' Relief Act, 1932-1939, 
extended the t ime within which such applicat ion 
m a y be made, be made by tha t f a rmer a t any 
t ime within the per iod specified by the R u r a l 
Reconst ruct ion Board , and the provis ions of 
subsection six of this section shall not apply to 
or in respect of any applicat ion so made. 

(3) 



(3) The Re tu rned So ld ie r s ' Set t lement Act, 1916, 
as amended by subsequent Acts , is amended by inser t ing 
next af ter subsection (1B) of section nineteen the follow­
ing new subsection:— 

( l c ) Notwi ths tanding any th ing contained in sub­
section (1B) of this section the appl icat ion may, 
where the R u r a l Reconstruct ion B o a r d has , in the 
case of a farmer , p u r s u a n t to subsection one of sec­
t ion 34L of the F a r m e r s ' Relief Act, 1932-1939, 
extended the time within which such applicat ion may 
be made , be made by tha t f a rmer a t any t ime within 
the per iod specified by the R u r a l Reconst ruct ion 
Board , and the provis ions of subsection four of this 
section shall not apply to or in respect of any 
applicat ion so made. 

(4) The Closer Set t lement and Re tu rned Soldiers 
Set t lement (Amendment ) Act, 1927, as amended by 
subsequent Acts , is amended by inser t ing next af ter 
subsection five of section two the following new sub­
section :— 

(5A) Notwi ths tanding any th ing in subsection four 
or subsection five of this section an applicat ion under 
subsection one or subsection two of this section may, 
where the R u r a l Reconst ruct ion B o a r d has , in the 
case of a fa rmer , p u r s u a n t to subsection one of sec­
tion 34L of the F a r m e r s ' Relief Act, 1932-1939, 
extended the time within which such applicat ion may 
be made, be made a t any t ime within the per iod 
specified by the Rura l Reconstruct ion Board , and 
in any such case the appl icat ion may be deal t with 
under this section no twi ths tand ing tha t a s imilar 
de terminat ion in respect of the same set t lement 
purchase or land has a l ready been made under this 
section. 

(5) The I r r i ga t ion Act, 1912-1931, as amended by 
subsequent Acts , is amended— 

(a) by inse r t ing next af ter subsection one of section 
11D the following new subsect ion:— 

(1A) W h e r e the R u r a l Reconst ruct ion Board 
has certified, p u r s u a n t to subsection two of sec­
t i o n 34L of the F a r m e r s ' Relief Act, 1932-1939, 
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t ha t provision should he made for de terminat ion 
of the annual r en ta l or purchase money of an 
i r r iga ted lot, the lessee or purchaser of tha t 
i r r iga ted lot (being the fa rmer re fe r red to in 
the certificate) may , within the per iod specified 
in the certificate, with the consent in wr i t ing of 
any mor tgagee or person holding any securi ty 
over the i r r iga ted lot, apply to the Commission 
in the prescr ibed manne r to have the annual 
ren ta l or purchase money of tha t i r r iga ted lot 
determined, and such annual ren ta l or purchase 
money shall be determined as a t the date of the 
applicat ion in accordance wi th the provis ions 
of section H E of this Act, and the provisions 
of subsection nine of section H E of this Act 
shall not apply to or in respect of such 
applicat ion. 

(b) by inser t ing a t the end of the same section the 
following new subsection:— 

(3) W h e r e applicat ion is made p u r s u a n t to 
subsection (1A) of this section to have the 
purchase money determined the following 
provisions shall have effect— 

(a) (i) In te res t accrued due a t the da te of 
the applicat ion upon the purchase 
money fixed p r io r to tha t date shall 
be pa id by the appl icant within one 
month after the da te the purchase 
money is determined p u r s u a n t to 
such application. 

(ii) In t e re s t a t the prescr ibed r a t e on 
the purchase money determined 
p u r s u a n t to such applicat ion for 
the per iod commencing from the 
da te of such applicat ion and ter­
mina t ing on the th i r t ie th day of 
J u n e or the thirty-first day of 
December, whichever next follows 
the da te of the application, shall 
be pa id a t such t imes and in accord­
ance with such others t e rms and 
conditions as the Commission may 
fix. (b) 



(b) The Bank shall apply, in sat isfact ion 
or p a r t sat isfact ion of the purchase 
money de termined p u r s u a n t to such 
application, any moneys, other than 
in teres t payments , pa id in respect of 
the purchase money fixed p r io r to the 
da te of such application, 

(c) The purchase money determined pur ­
suant to such applicat ion shall (less any 
credit to be allowed in accordance wi th 
the provis ions of p a r a g r a p h (b) of this 
subsection) be pa id by equal half-
yea r ly consecutive ins ta lments , includ­
ing pr incipal and in teres t a t the 
prescr ibed ra te , extending over the 
balance of the per iod fixed for payment 
of the purchase money in respect of 
the i r r iga ted lot p r io r to such applica­
tion, and the first of such ins ta lments 
shall be pa id on the th i r t ie th day of 
J u n e or the thirty-first day of Decem­
ber next following the period re fe r red 
to in s u b p a r a g r a p h (ii) of p a r a g r a p h 
(a) of this subsection. 

9. The Pr inc ipa l Act is fu r ther amended by inser t ing 
next after P a r t IIA the following new P a r t : — 

P A R T IIB. 

PROTECTION ORDERS. 

34N. (1) (a) W h e r e appl icat ion is made to the 
B o a r d p u r s u a n t to section 34A of this Act, the appl i ­
cant may apply to the Direc tor for a protect ion o rde r 
under th is P a r t . 

(b) An appl icat ion for a protect ion o rder 
m a y be made a t the t ime of making the appl icat ion 
p u r s u a n t to section 34A of this Act, or from t ime to 
t ime thereaf ter . 

(c) An applicat ion for a protect ion o rder 
shall be in wr i t ing , shall be signed by the appl icant 
and shall specify the name of any person or body of 
persons corpora te or un incorpora te aga ins t whom 
it is desi red the protect ion o rder shall be gran ted . 

( 2 ) 



( 2 ) The fa rmer making the applicat ion for a 
protect ion order shall, upon request in wr i t ing by the 
Director , furnish such informat ion and such 
accounts, documents and wr i t ings as the Director 
may require for the purpose of considering such 
applicat ion. 

( 3 ) The Director , on the receipt of an appli­
cat ion for a protect ion o rde r may, a t his discretion, 
g r a n t a protect ion order aga ins t any person or body 
of persons corporate or unincorpora te specified in 
the appl icat ion subject to such conditions (if any) 
as the Director thinks fit to impose : 

P rov ided tha t the Director shall not refuse to g r a n t 
a protect ion o rder without the concurrence of the 
Board . 

(4) A protect ion order shall be in or to the 
effect of the form prescribed. 

(5) Dur ing the per iod for which a protect ion 
o rde r is in operat ion no action, execution, proceed­
ings, whether judicial or extra-judicial on default or 
for or upon breach of covenant unde r any mor tgage 
or other securi ty for money or under an agreement 
for sale or purchase of land or other process or pro­
ceeding, shall be commenced or proceeded with or 
pu t in force aga ins t the f a rmer named in the protec­
t ion order or aga ins t his es ta te or effects by any per ­
son or body of persons , corpora te or unincorporate , 
aga ins t whom the protect ion o rder is gran ted , nor 
shall any such person, or body of persons , corpora te 
or unincorporate , if the owner of a chattel which has 
been delivered to the f a rmer under a h i re-purchase 
agreement a n d which, a t the t ime the protec t ion 
o rder is gran ted , is in the possession of the farmer , 
except with the consent of the Director , take any 
s teps to t e rmina te the agreement or to take the 
chat te l out of the possession of the f a r m e r : 

Provided , however, tha t where any moneys due or 
payable to the farmer , or any p r o p e r t y of the fa rmer 
is subject to any mor tgage , charge or lien, a protec­
t ion order shall not prejudice or affect any r ight of 
the holder of such mor tgage , charge or lien to receive 
such moneys or the proceeds of the sale of such 
p r o p e r t y in p r io r i ty to the f a r m e r : 

P rov ided 



Prov ided also tha t a protect ion order shall not 
affect the r igh ts or remedies of any mor tgagee or 
secured credi tor of the fa rmer if he or any mor tgagee 
subsequent to him has been in possession of the 
p rope r ty subject to the mor tgage or other securi ty 
for a t least two months before the da te of the gran t ­
ing of the protect ion o rde r ; but the exercise of any 
such r ight or remedy shall be subject to such res t r ic­
t ions (if any) as mav be imposed by the Mora to r ium 
Act, 1932-1939. 

(6) On a protect ion order being granted , p re­
scribed pa r t i cu la r s thereof shall be published in the 
Gazette, and shall be fur ther adver t i sed as 
prescr ibed. 

(7) The Director shall keep a regis ter of 
protect ion orders which shall be open to public in­
spection a t such t imes and on payment of such fees 
as m a y be prescr ibed. 

(8) A protect ion o rder shall be void as 
aga ins t any person tak ing ti t le from, th rough or 
under the person or body of persons , corporate or 
unincorpora te , aga ins t whom the same is granted , 
unless the protect ion order is reg is te red in the 
reg i s te r of protect ion orders kept by the Director . 

No person shall be affected wi th notice of any 
protect ion o rder by reason of omission to make any 
inquiry or any search other t han search in such 
regis ter . 

(9) A protect ion o rder shall, subject to sub­
section ten of this section, continue in opera t ion for 
a per iod of th ree months from the date of g r a n t 
thereof, unless sooner removed in accordance with 
subsection twelve of this section. 

(10) The Boa rd may extend the opera t ion of 
any protect ion order for not more than three months , 
but so t ha t the to ta l per iod thereof shall not exceed 
six months . 

(11) Any f a r m e r upon whose applicat ion a 
protect ion order has been g ran ted or any person 
or body of persons , corpora te or unincorpora te , 
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agains t whom a protect ion order has been g ran ted 
may, at any time, apply to the Boa rd to remove the 
protect ion order . 

(12) The Board may, a t any t ime, remove any 
protect ion order and shall thereupon give notice of 
such removal to the f a rmer and also to the person 
or body of persons , corpora te or unincorpora te , 
aga ins t whom the protect ion order was granted , and 
the prescr ibed par t i cu la rs of such removal shall be 
published in the Gazette and shall be fur ther adver­
t ised as prescribed. 

The Director shall enter pa r t i cu la r s of such 
removal in the Regis te r of protect ion orders kept by 
him. 

(13) (a) When a protect ion order g ran ted 
aga ins t any person or body of persons , corpora te or 
unincorporate , is removed any action execution or 
proceedings pending or in course of being pu t into 
opera t ion by such person or body of persons, 
corpora te or unincorpora te , agains t a f a rmer or his 
es ta te or effects a t the t ime when the protect ion 
o rde r was so g ran ted may be continued and pro­
ceeded with and in computing the t ime for taking 
any fur ther s tep in connection therewi th no account 
shall be taken of the per iod which has elapsed dur ing 
the opera t ion of the protect ion order . 

(b) The per iod dur ing which the pro­
tection order was in opera t ion shall not for the 
purposes of any s ta tu te of l imitat ion be taken into 
account in connection with any debt or claim affected 
by the protect ion order . 

10. (1) No amendment of the F a r m e r s ' Relief Act, 
1932, made by any subsequent Act ( including this A c t ) , 
shal l be held to opera te or to have opera ted so as to 
release any p a r t y or sure ty to any bond executed and 
del ivered to the F a r m e r s ' Relief Boa rd in pursuance of 
section th i r teen of tha t Act whether as originally enacted 
or as amended from time to t ime. 

(2) A reference in any such bond executed before 
the commencement of this Act to the F a r m e r s ' Relief 
Act, 1932, or to the F a r m e r s ' Relief Act, 1932-1934, or 
to the F a r m e r s ' Relief Act, 1932-1935, or to the F a r m e r s ' 

Relief 



Belief Act, 1932-1936, or to the Farmers ' Relief Act, 1932-
1937, or to the Farmers' Relief Act, 1932-1938, shall, as 
from such commencement, be read and construed as a 
reference to the Farmers' Relief Act, 1932-1939. 

(3) The Farmers ' Relief Act, 1938, is amended by 
omitting section three. 


