
Act No. 56, 1901. 
An Act to cons t i tu te the members of the 

Sydney Indus t r ia l Blind Ins t i tu t ion a body 
corporate ; to confer and impose upon tha t 
body certain powers , duties, r ights , and 
l iabi l i t ies ; to transfer to and ves t in it the 
proper ty of the said ins t i tu t ion and the 
Ins t i tu t ion for t he Blind, Strathfield; to 
discharge the t rus tees of the last-named 
ins t i tu t ion from certain l iabi l i t ies ; and 
general ly to c a n y out the said objects and 
the objects for which the said ins t i tu t ions 
were established. [5th December, 1901.] 

WH E R E A S an association k n o w n as the Sydney I n d u s t r i a l Bl ind 
In s t i t u t i on has been established in Sydney for some yea r s— 

hav ing for i ts objects the t each ing of t rades to blind persons, and 
general ly for p romot ing the welfare of such persons : A n d whereas in 
order to m o r e effectually carry out the objects of t he said ins t i tu t ion 
i t is deemed expedient to cons t i tu te the members of t he said ins t i tu t ion 
a corporate body, to m a k e provision for the const i tu t ion of such body, 
a n d to confer upon it cer ta in powers, and to provide for t h e m a n a g e ­
m e n t of such i n s t i t u t i o n : A n d whereas associations hav ing similar 
objects to those of t he aforesaid ins t i tu t ion , and k n o w n as t h e H o m e 
Teach ing Society and Indus t r i a l H o m e for Bl ind W o m e n , or collec­
t ively as t h e I n s t i t u t i o n for t he Blind, Strathfield, have also been in 
exis tence for some years : A n d whereas in order to more effectually 
and economically carry ou t t he objects of t he said ins t i tu t ions , i t is 
deemed expedient t ha t the i r p roper ty , r igh ts , and liabilities should be 
respectively t ransferred to and vested in t h e said corporate body : Be 
it therefore enacted by the K i n g ' s Mos t Exce l l en t Majesty , by and 
wi th t he advice and consent of t h e Legis la t ive Counci l and Legislative; 
Assembly of New South W a l e s in Pa r l i amen t assembled, and by t h e 
au thor i ty of the same, as follows :— 

1. This A c t m a y be cited as the " Sydney Indus t r i a l Bl ind 
I n s t i t u t i o n Incorpora t ion Act , 1 9 0 1 . " 

2. Fo r t he purposes of t he t each ing of t rades to bl ind persons 
and general ly for p romot ing the welfare of such, persons a body 

corporate 



corpora te is hereby const i tuted, which shall consist of all persons who 
are now members of the association k n o w n as t he Sydney Indus t r i a l 
Bl ind In s t i t u t i on toge ther wi th all persons who may in pur suance of this 
A c t become members of t he said body corporate. The body corporate 
so const i tu ted shall be k n o w n by the n a m e of the Sydney Indus t r i a l 
Bl ind Ins t i tu t ion , and by tha t n a m e shall have perpe tua l succession 
and a common seal, a n d may sue and be sued, or otherwise appear and 
answer, be answered, or proceed or be proceeded against in all Cour ts . 

3. (1) Al l real and personal proper ty vested in or held by any 
person in t r u s t for or on behalf of the association k n o w n as t he Sydney 
Indus t r ia l Bl ind Ins t i tu t ion , or for t h e associations k n o w n as t he 
H o m e Teach ing Society and Indus t r i a l H o m e for Blind W o m e n , or 
collectively as t he In s t i t u t i on for t he Blind, Strathfield, is hereby 
t ransferred to and vested in the said body corpora te ; and all o ther 
persons are hereby divested of any such proper ty of which they are 
seized or possessed; and all r igh t s and liabilities accrued or acc ru ing 
to any person on behalf of ei ther of such ins t i tu t ions are hereby 
respectively vested in and may be enforced by and against the said 
body corporate . 

(2) The t rus tees of t h e said las t -named ins t i tu t ion are 
hereby discharged from all liabilities which they may have incurred 
by reason of t he transfer by t h e m of the m a n a g e m e n t or control of 
such ins t i tu t ion , or by reason of any acts done by t h e m in connect ion 
with such transfer. 

4. The said body corporate is hereby empowered to take , purchase , 
hold, and enjoy to t h e m and their successors for ever all real or 
personal p roper ty necessary or proper for t he purpose of the said body, 
and to sell, g rant , convey, assure, demise, or otherwise dispose of 
e i ther absolutely or b y way of mor tgage , any real or personal p roper ty 
hereby vested in such body co rpora t e : Provided tha t no sale, 
mor tgage , demise, or other disposition of any such real p roper ty 
shall be made unless the same has been previously sanctioned by a 
resolution of a general or special mee t ing of the members of the body 
corporate . 

5. The present life member s of the said Sydney Indus t r i a l Bl ind 
Ins t i t u t ion shall be members of the said body corporate w i thou t fur ther 
p a y m e n t of any subscript ion, and the p a y m e n t to t he t reasurer of a 
donat ion of t en pounds sterl ing shall hencefor th const i tu te a life 
m e m b e r of the said body, and the p a y m e n t to the t reasurer of an 
annua l subscr ip t ion of not less than one guinea s ter l ing shall cons t i tu te 
a m e m b e r of t he said body: Provided t h a t any person whose subscrip­
t ion for any year remains unpa id on the thir ty-f irs t day of December 
in such year shall cease to be a member of such body. 

6. The affairs of t h e said body corporate shall be managed and 
controlled by a commit tee of m a n a g e m e n t consist ing of fifteen persons, 

who 



w h o shall be chosen annua l ly by the members of t h e said body, as 
here inaf ter provided, and shall hold office un t i l the i r successors are 
e l ec t ed : Provided t h a t un t i l t he first annua l mee t ing after the 
commencemen t of th i s Ac t has been held, and their successors elected, 
t h e commit tee shal l consist of t he following persons or such persons 
as m a y be nomina ted to fill any vacancy occur r ing a m o n g t h e m : J o h n 
Dawson, Esqui re , R o b e r t L u c a s Tooth, Esqu i re , A r t h u r P l a c k e t , 
Esqu i re , Su ther land Sinclair, Esqu i re , J o h n Keep , Esqu i re , A. Conset t 
S tephen, Esqu i re , Alfred E r a s m u s Tooth, Esqu i re , Thomas E. Wal le r , 
Esqu i r e , J . P . , t h e Honorab le Alfred W . Meeks , M.L .C. , J . P . , Professor 
T. P . Anderson S tuar t , M . D . , W i l l i a m Chisholm, Esqu i re , M.D. , t he 
Honorab l e M r . Jus t i ce S tephen , t he Honorab le Sir J u l i a n Salomons, 
K n i g h t , K.C. , Samuel E . Lees , Esqu i re , E d m u n d W . Molesworth , 
E s q u i r e . A n y vacancy occurr ing a m o n g the abovenamed m e m b e r s or 
thei r successors by death , res ignat ion, or o therwise , before t he hold ing 
of such a n n u a l mee t ing , shal l be filled by such person as m a y be 
nomina ted by the commit tee . 

7. The commit tee shall elect a president , two vice-presidents, 
a secretary, and a t reasurer out of thei r own body. 

8. The secretary shal l call an a n n u a l meet ing , to be held at such 
da te as t he commit tee m a y de te rmine . 

9. The secretary, w h e n ins t ruc ted by the commit tee , shall also 
convene a special general mee t ing of member s to be held a t such t ime 
as t he commit tee directs, and shall convene such m e e t i n g Avhenevcr 
reques ted in wr i t ing to do so by members hav ing un i ted ly fifty votes. 

10. A n y m e m b e r shall be qualified to vote a t a n y annua l or 
special general meet ing , if he has paid his a n n u a l subscript ion w i th in 
twelve m o n t h s before such mee t ing , or is a life member . 

11. A t every mee t ing every member of t he ins t i tu t ion qualified 
to vo te shall have one vote. 

12. N o annua l or special general mee t ing shall be deemed to be 
duly cons t i tu ted , unless t en member s a t least are presen t . 

13. (1) A n y member of t h e said body corporate qualified to vote 
as aforesaid m a y be nomina ted for and elected as a m e m b e r of t he 
commi t tee a t t he first or any subsequen t a n n u a l mee t ing . 

(2) N o person shall be elected as a m e m b e r of t h e commi t t ee 
unless a t t he mee t ing for t h e election of t he commi t t ee he is proposed 
and seconded by two member s qualified to vote as aforesaid. 

(3) E v e r y mee t ing for t he election of t h e commi t t ee shall 
be advert ised in a t least two daily newspapers , a t least a week before 
t h e day on which such m e e t i n g is to be held. 

14. A l l ma t t e r s a r i s ing at any mee t ing of t h e said corporate 
body or of t he commit tee , and every elect ion held a t any such mee t ing , 
shal l be de termined by major i ty of votes of members present , as declared 
by t h e cha i rman of t he mee t ing . In t h e even t of an equa l i ty of votes 
t h e c h a i r m a n shall have a second or cas t ing vote. 15. 



15. The commi t t ee shal l have t he custody and use of the 
common seal of t h e said body corporate , and the form thereof and all 
o ther ma t t e r s re la t ing the re to shall from t ime to t ime be de te rmined 
by the c o m m i t t e e ; and a major i ty of t he member s of t h e commit tee 
present a t any mee t ing shall have power to use or direct t h e use of 
such seal for all purposes r equ i r ing to be evidenced by the corporate 
seal of t he said body corporate : Provided t h a t i t shall no t be 
necessary to requ i re such seal to be affixed as evidence of t h e appoint­
men t of an a t torney or solicitor by t h e said body corporate in or for 
the prosecut ion of any action, suit , or other proceeding. 

16. The commi t t ee shall mee t a t least once a m o n t h , and th ree 
m e m b e r s at any such mee t ing shall form a quorum, and any elected 
m e m b e r of t h e commi t t ee absen t ing himself wi thou t leave from the 
mee t ings of t he commi t t ee for four successive m o n t h s shall be con­
sidered to have vacated his seat. 

17. The commi t tee may from t ime to t ime appoin t such officers 
as they deem necessary to m a n a g e the affairs of t he said corporate 
body, and m a y also appoin t sub-commit tees , and delegate to such sub­
commit tees a n y of t he powers herein conferred upon t h e commi t tee : 
Provided t h a t every resolut ion of a sub-commit tee shall be confirmed 
by t h e commi t tee . 

18. The commi t t ee m a y m a k e by-laws and rules for the general 
regula t ion of t h e affairs of t h e said body corporate a n d of t he 
commit tee . 

The by-laws and rules of the association k n o w n as t h e Sydney 
Indus t r i a l Bl ind I n s t i t u t i o n a t present in force are he reby confirmed, 
and shall , except so far as repealed, altered, or amended by any by-laws 
and rules m a d e u n d e r this Act , be and cont inue b ind ing on the members 
of t h e said body corporate and all o ther persons as effectually as if they 
h a d been made under th i s Act , and a p r in ted copy of a n y such by-laws 
and rules, or of any by-laws and rules m a d e unde r t h e au thor i ty of this 
Act , sealed wi th the seal of t he said body coporate, and pu rpo r t i ng to 
be certified by the secretary of the said body corporate for the t ime being 
as correct, shall be received in all cour ts as conclusive evidence of such 
by-laws and rules , and of t h e same hav ing been duly m a d e under t he 
au thor i ty of th is Act . 

19. A t t he a n n u a l m e e t i n g the commi t tee shall submi t a report 
of the i r proceedings, and of t h e state and prospects of the said body 
corporate , and the t reasurer shall present an account , approved of by 
t h e commit tee , of t h e receipts and d isbursements of t h e said body 
corporate . 

Ac t 


